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"Living in a Small Western Ugandan Village"
Special Presentation  |  Editor

Uganda has experienced over twenty 
years of economic growth, leading to 
large population movements from ru-
ral areas to informal settlements around 
urban centers. The high population 
growth — nearly triple the global aver-
age — stresses the water and sanitation 
services that exist. 61 percent of Ugan-
dans lack access to safe water and 75 
percent do not have access to improved 
sanitation facilities. 

Ngamije Faishal will be attending 
this Friday's Syracuse Rotary meet-

ing as a guest of PP Gary Wilson. Mr. 
Faishal will speak about his experienc-
es living in a small village in Western 
Uganda and his activities working with 
several area churches, Syracuse Rotary 
and Clarkson University to develop a 
reliable source of potable water for the 
village and to generally improve the lot 
of the local area. 

With a population of 38 million, 
based largely outside of the cities in 
small-scale rural communities, Uganda 
is a landlocked country in the east of 

This Week: SU's Setnor School of Music
Associate Professor and Director: Milton Rubén Laufer

Program Committee

Music has thrived 
at Syracuse University 
since 1877, when the 
Department of Music 
was founded and Syr-
acuse became the first 
university in the United 
States to grant a degree 
in music and require 
four years’ study in both 
music and theory.

Now known as the 
Rose, Jules R., and Stanford S. Setnor 
School of Music, the school continues 
this proud tradition by offering profes-
sional-level training through challeng-
ing and relevant degree programs that 
allow talented musicians and future 
music industry leaders to excel both 
collectively and as individuals.

All areas of empha-
sis — instrumental and 
vocal performance, con-
ducting, music education, 
music industry, audio arts, 
sound recording technol-
ogy, voice pedagogy, and 
composition — are inter-
dependent and integral to 
the success of the school, 
the health of the profes-
sion, and the evolution of 

culture. The school strives 
for the highest standards in every one 
of these degree programs.

A Chicago native of Puerto Rican 
and Cuban parents, Milton Laufer be-
gan playing the piano at three years of 
age, and his training includes studies 
at the Music Institute of Chicago, the 
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SEPTEMBER 13
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Milton Rubén Laufer 

Director, Associate Professor 
SU's Setnor School of Music

Special Presentation: 
"Living in a Small Village in 

Western Uganda" by 
Ngamije Faishal

SEPTEMBER 20
11:00 am 

COMBINED AUGUST MEETINGS 
of the Board of Directors & 
The Foundation Trustees

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Mike Haynie, 

SU Vets Center

SEPTEMBER 27
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Syracuse Rotarian, Dr. Al Falcone 

"A Walk in Paris"

OCTOBER 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Larry Luttinger, Executive 

Director of CNY Jazz Central

A Look Ahead

see DIRECTOR page 2 >>

see IN UGANDA page 3  >>

HAVE AN IDEA FOR A PROGRAM? 
Email Program Chair, Jim Yonai at: 

jyonai01@gmail.com

Milton Rubén Laufer: Setnor School 
of Music Director, Associate Professor
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Setnor School's Home: Crouse College
650-seat auditorium houses a 3,823-pipe Holtkamp Organ
Editor

The Setnor School of Music is lo-
cated in the beautiful Crouse College 
building on the Syracuse University 
Campus. The building is on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. It’s 
graceful spires and warm brownstone 
make it a landmark visible from many 
areas of the city of Syracuse. It is a 
building rich in history, with a working 
bell tower, stained glass windows, and 
winding stairways.

A gift from local merchant and bank-
er, John Crouse, and his son, D. Edgar 
Crouse, Crouse College's cornerstone 
was laid in June 1888. The building was 
completed in September 1889 at a cost 
of half a million dollars (and over-bud-
get). At the time of construction, it 
was the third building on the Syracuse 
University campus and the highest 
structure in the city. The building was 

intended for use as a women's col-
lege and was originally named the 
John Crouse Memorial College for 
Women. However, John Crouse 
died during its construction and 
his son opened the institution for 
use by both men and women.

The structure is supported by 
a "stout" granite foundation and 
the exterior is covered with Long-
meadow brownstone. Architectur-
al details include high roofs, gables, 
dormer windows and rounded 
arches. The interior is "distinctive-
ly" Romanesque and carved hard-
wood woodwork designs, representative 
of the period, are displayed throughout.

Annually, Setnor Auditorium hosts 
200 events, including school ensem-
bles, recitals by students, faculty, and 
guest artists.

The organ, built by Holtkamp Or-
gan Company and installed in 1950, 

is  electro-pneumatic (EP) with three 
manuals, four divisions, 56 stops, 61 
registers, 71 ranks and 3823 pipes, 
some of which are from the original or-
gan built by Frank Roosevelt in 1889 
and rebuilt by the Estey Organ Co. in 
1924. The manual compass is 61 notes. 
The pedal compass is 32 notes. z

Gnessin Institute, the Eastman School 
of Music, the University of Michigan 
(B.M.) and Rice University (M.M., 
D.M.A.).

Laufer has delighted audiences on 
four continents in prestigious venues 
from Lincoln Center to Tchaikowsky 
Hall. A versatile artist, he has shared 
the stage with artists ranging from 
Natalie Cole to Guerassim Voronkov. 
His appearances on Spanish-speaking 
television and radio have been aired 
throughout Europe, South America, 
Central America and the Caribbean.

As an educator, Laufer is guided by 
the principle that students must be 
adaptable to the changing vocation-
al landscape that awaits them. They 
must not only be skilled, expressive 
technicians, but also entrepreneurs 
and convincing communicators who 
understand the value of their art as a 

commodity in the marketplace and its 
power as a force for change within their 
community.

Dr. Laufer is a charter trustee and 
lifetime member of the Latin Song-
writers Hall of Fame and an active 
voting member of the National Acad-
emy of Recording Arts and Sciences 
(Grammy's) and Latin Academy of 
Recording Arts and Sciences (Latin 
Grammy's). He currently serves as As-
sociate Professor and Director of The 
Setnor School of Music at Syracuse 
University and is a founding partner of 
the Tacitus International  Consulting 
Group.

He currently resides in Syracuse, 
New York with his wife, coloratura so-
prano Marina De Ratmiroff, and their 
two daughters, Carmen Lucía, and Ve-
ronika.

The Setnor School of Music is an ac-
credited charter institutional member 
of the National Association of Schools 
of Music (NASM).

NASM, founded in 1924, is an or-
ganization of schools, conservatories, 
colleges, and universities with approx-
imately 644 accredited institutional 
members. It establishes national stan-
dards for undergraduate and graduate 
degrees and other credentials and is the 
national accrediting agency for music 
and music-related disciplines. 

Institutional membership is gained 
only through the peer review process 
of accreditation. The association also 
provides information to the public. It 
produces statistical research, provides 
professional development for leaders 
of music schools, and engages in policy 
analysis. z
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Director of Setnor School of Music at Syracuse Rotary this Friday <<  from pg. 1
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Former Syracusans survive Dorian
The Baldwins finally close on new Florida home
PP Dennis Baldwin  |  Former Syracusan

Well, we survived our first hurricane with nary a scratch, 
Dorian having blessed the Jacksonville area by remaining 
about 90 miles off shore — resulting in some tropical winds, 
rain and minor flooding, but no notable damage (unlike the 
poor folks in the Bahamas). 

We joined our son, Eric, and his family at Santa Rosa 
Beach on Florida's Panhandle where they had evacuated 
to. It’s a beautiful place which he referred to as a “hurrica-
tion.” Dorian did push the closing on our new home back a 
day, but we drove into Nocatee and had a most satisfactory 
“walk thru” and signed the papers. So, it seems we’re offi-
cially Florida homeowners. 

So far so good, as we’re safe, sound (some might question 
that....) and busy settling in to our new environs, hurricane 
threats et al.  z

FRIDAY  |  SEP 20
COMBINED
ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
A N D  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
SEPT.  MEETINGS  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS
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4444 cards 
left in the 
Queen of 
Hearts 
50/50 for 
9/13/2019

Africa. Unfortunately 8 million people in Uganda are living 
without access to a safe source of drinking water. While 
Uganda does have more than enough natural freshwater for 
its population, the problem is that this water is unequally 
distributed throughout the country and is being increasing-
ly exploited. By constructing reliable and sustainable bore-
wells in the center of small communities many agencies, 
large and small, are attempting to alleviate this crisis for as 
many Ugandans as possible.

Those who live in rural areas are most effected by the lack 
of available water. Many have to walk miles, several times 
a day to fetch water for themselves and their families, of 
which is often dirty, contaminated, and unsafe to use. 

Using and drinking unsafe water is one of the leading 
causes of death and disease across Uganda with 4,500 chil-
dren dying every year due to having no other option but to 
drink this unsafe water. Uganda’s economy is also heavily 
agriculture based. Agriculture is heavily reliant on water, 
making access to it a huge part of Uganda’s lifestyle and 
improving its economy. Ugandan farms provide the ma-
jority of food requirements making water crucial for the 
people of Uganda to feed themselves. Agriculture also adds 
24% to Uganda’s GDP. z

Residents of Kiryandongo refugee settlement camp in central Uganda line up at a 
borehole to receive water. Photo credit: Bill Oketch / AllAfrica 

In Uganda, 4500 children die each year 
drinking unsafe water                        <<  from pg. 1

1717 Mockingbird Lane?  Photo credit: D. Baldwin 
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Cornell's Rapid Lyme test could be  
‘major breakthrough’ in treatment

Rapid Lyme test may be available in late 2020
Cornell Chronicle  |  Blaine Friedlander

The drawn-out process for diagnosing 
Lyme disease could become a thing of 
the past — good news for the thousands 
of people each year who get the tick-
borne illness.

A new detection test created by Ion-
ica Sciences — located at Cornell’s 
McGovern Center life sciences incuba-
tor — has been sparked by a FuzeHub 
grant to begin moving from the labora-
tory bench into approvals, production 
and doctors’ offices.

“For a long time, the medical commu-
nity has wanted to detect Lyme disease 
directly, but the marker proteins are at 
very low levels and medicine has relied 
on tests of the body’s immune response 
— which sometimes takes weeks,” said 
Joel Tabb, president and co-founder of 
Ionica Sciences. “We have resolved this 
problem and can directly detect those 
markers in a very small blood sample. 
It’s a major breakthrough.”

Ionica Sciences, which joined the Mc-
Govern Center in 2014, has developed a 
serum-based assay called IonLyme that 
targets the blood protein Osp-A, which 
provides an active-protein “fingerprint” 
left behind by the bacteria that causes 
Lyme disease.

If a patient’s skin shows a rash resem-
bling a bull’s-eye, the body’s response to 
Lyme disease has started. But confirma-
tion of the disease can take weeks, since 
the body’s immune response usually has 
not reached detectable levels yet. New 
and old infections cannot be differenti-
ated.

The new test uses an aptamer (a sin-
gle-stranded DNA molecule) that binds 
with the Lyme disease target protein. A 
clinician places a patient’s blood sample 
on a proprietary surface that reacts with 
the target protein, where its presence is 
determined using a surface-enhanced 
Raman scattering spectrometer.

“This test is capable of finding a Lyme 
disease infection or reinfection quickly,” 
said Omar Green, chief executive office 
and co-founder. “Once you are exposed 
to Lyme, the antibodies can be present 
for decades; and once you are positive, 
it’s almost impossible now to deter-
mine if you were infected last week, last 
month, last year or in the 1990s. Our 
test also will be able to differentiate a 
fresh infection from an old one – a test 
that isn’t available to clinicians today.”

Tabb and Green believe the test could 
be available to doctors by late 2020. Be-
fore that, Ionica Sciences must complete 
its test validation with samples from 
Lyme patients, and then transfer the test 
to a qualified laboratory partner to make 
it available to clinicians, Tabb said.

Nationally, the majority of Lyme 
disease cases occur in the northeast-
ern United States; the disease also has 
a heavy presence in Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. In 2017, a total of 42,743 
confirmed and probable cases of Lyme 
disease were reported by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. Tabb 
said this CDC total number is likely  an 
undercount, and there could be as many 
as 300,000 cases annually.

In 2017, Pennsylvania recorded the 
most confirmed and probable cases, at 
11,900. New York was a distant second 
with 5,155 cases; New Jersey had 5,092.

Tick-borne diseases practically dou-
bled from 2004-16, according to the 
CDC; Lyme disease accounted for 82% 
of all tick-borne cases.

“This is a strong proprietary test that 
can confirm Lyme disease and hunt for 
the proteins to determine if the disease 
is active,” said Lou Walcer, director of 
the McGovern Center. “This test will 
offer a valuable, certifiable service to 
doctors and their patients.”

Ionica Sciences received funding from 
the Global Lyme Alliance, a nonprofit 
Lyme disease research group. z
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The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is 
comprised of two entities; the Club 
which was chartered on June 1, 
1912 as Club Number 42, and the 
Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., 
the not-for-profit philanthropic 
arm of the Club founded in 1957. 

Together, the Club and the 
Foundation have served the 
Greater Syracuse community 
with uncommon distinction 
and vigor, leaving a long trail of 
accomplishment in the best of 
Rotary’s traditions, all of which has 
contributed to giving The Rotary 
Club of Syracuse an honored 
position in our community.
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