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Scene & Herd Reboot: Recap of Jan. 25 
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, January 25 ~ Boy was it cold 
today. But the sun was out, so all was 
well—outside and inside Drumlins. PE 
Charlie ably presided today, just warm-
ing up for his presidency come July. He 
brought us “stalwarts” to order with 
the pledge and a “very loud” PP Brad 
leading a robust rendition of God Bless 
America. Charlie then called upon our 
own Rev. Bob Sherburne for the invo-
cation which Bob handled with Brady-
like ease and aplomb, sharing a pro 
football analogy to real life and urging 
us to treat members of our “team” with 
dignity and respect, win or lose. He 

even worked in MLK and the 4-Way 
Test. Nicely done, Rev. Bob.

PP Jim Glad won (again, you say…) 
the right to draw for the 50/50 Red 
Queen, but, alas, she wasn’t to be drawn 
this week, so lucky Jim Yonai walked off 
with the $5…2 weeks in a row. Hap-
py Dollars included one from Jim Glad 
(he recently visited Mary Lou Thomp-
son who sends her best), another from 
Jim Y (graciously happy to win again) 
and another from Kiki (just happy to 
be  here). PE Charlie happily received 2 
Rotary Club banners from Dr. Al who 
indicated that 2 of our Club’s banners 

This Week: Pete Sala of Syracuse Univesity
University Vice President & Chief Facilities Officer

Program Committee

Peter Sala is the Uni-
versity’s vice president and 
chief facilities officer. He is 
responsible for all Univer-
sity building projects and 
oversees multiple depart-
ments on campus, includ-
ing Campus Planning, 
Design and Construction, 
Business and Facilities 
Maintenance Services, 
Physical Plant, Housing 
and Food Services Maintenance, and 
Energy Systems & Sustainability Man-
agement. Sala is also the managing di-
rector of the Carrier Dome.

A member of Chancellor Kent 
Syverud’s Executive Team, Sala is the 

construction manager for 
the West Campus Proj-
ect, which includes a $118 
million investment by the 
University for Phase 1 
improvements to the Car-
rier Dome.     

Sala started his career 
at the Dome in 1982 as a 
production assistant and 
advanced through the 
ranks to production man-
ager in 1988 and opera-

tions manager in 1991. He served as as-
sistant director of facility operations for 
the building from 1991 through June 
2005 when he was promoted to associ-
ate director of athletics for facilities. In 
2010, Sala assumed the role of manag-

HAVE AN IDEA FOR A PROGRAM? 
Email Program Chair, Denny Baldwin at:

drbaldwin32@gmail.com
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FEBRUARY 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Pete Sala, SU Vice President

FEBRUARY 8
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse Board of 
Directors February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Tracey Foss, CEO, Childhood 

Diabetes Foundation

FEBRUARY 15
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Mellissa Spicer, 

Clear Path for Veterans

FEBRUARY 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
John Wildhack, 

SU Director of Athletics

see CHANCELLOR'S page 2 >>

A Look Ahead

see HEART FAILURE page 3 >>
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Cake & Candles
DAYAPRASAD "DAYA" 
KULKARNI
Birthday: January 28
Joined: September 2016

27 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing on 2/1
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P&C CAMPAIGN

The Temperature is Rising
Annual P&C Campaign underway. Please give!
P&C Committee  |  Jim Morrow, Chair

This year’s Philanthropy & Char-
ity drive got a later than usual start, 
but that hasn't prevented 27 mem-
bers of Syracuse Rotary either pledg-
ing or contributing $6,515.00 so far, 
roughly 65% of the $10,000.00 goal. 
That leaves 21 members who have 
not made a commitment yet.

President Visconti and I have 
made it known to the club that we 
are pushing each and every Syracuse 
Rotarian to give this year, achieving 
100% club member participation. 

Also, remember the P&C Com-
mittee promised the first twen-
ty-five Syracuse Rotarians who 
give to the 2018-19 P&C Drive 
an artist-signed tribute poster. The 
poster was originally produced in limited numbers in 1997 
to commemorate the tenth anniversary of John Morrow's 
painting, "October Morning", appearing on the cover of 
millions of copies of Reader's Digest.  z

65%

ing director of the Carrier Dome. He previously served as 
Syracuse’s interim director of athletics from mid-March to 
July 6, 2015.

At the Dome, Sala is responsible for all day-to-day oper-
ations of the facility, including coordinating and scheduling 
events, managing the box office, maintaining the budget 
and overseeing building maintenance. He supervises a full-
time staff of 35, a part-time staff of more than 400, and 
nearly 100 students, who assist in Dome operations and 
facility changeovers.

Along with his Carrier Dome responsibilities, Sala is the 
construction manager for all athletics facility upgrades and 
new building projects, including recent additions like the 
Carmelo K. Anthony Basketball Center and Ensley Ath-
letic Center.

A 1979 graduate of Jamesville-DeWitt High School, 
Sala attended Morrisville College before transferring to 
the University of Massachusetts, where he completed the 
school’s turf management program.

Pete and his wife, Laurie, have a son, Jake. The Salas re-
side in Jamesville.  z

Chancellor's Executive Team member     <<  from pg.  1

FRIDAY  |  FEB 8 
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
FEB. MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE WILL MEET 
IN THE ONONDAGA ROOM THIS WEEK.

Pete Sala & Staff Work to 
Keep Dome Roof Safe and 
Aloft During Storm
From an article published at syracuse.com
Donna Ditota | dditota@syracuse.com

January 19, 2019 ~ A winter storm is barreling toward 
Syracuse and will gradually make conditions hazardous 
throughout the day here. Like every big winter storm, that 
means Syracuse University Vice President and Chief Fa-
cilities Officer Pete Sala and his staff will labor to keep the 
snow off the bubbled roof.

The Syracuse men’s basketball team plays Pittsburgh to-
day at 2 p.m. Both teams are in the building and the game 
will take place as scheduled. I talked with Sala today about 
what kind of preparations he’s made, especially since tem-
peratures are expected to dip below zero. Sala said he has 
been consulting several times a day with meteorologist 
Wayne Mahar, who is part of SU’s emergency management 
team.

see A CONVERSATION page 3 >>
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The conversation with Sala, who has 
been keeping the Carrier Dome roof 
free of snow for 38 years:
So what’s generally happening to deal 
with the storm here in the building?

Sala: “I’ve got about 32 people here. 
Yesterday, we pulled up all four hoses 
on the dome roof. We’ve had the water 
running for those since yesterday after-
noon. I got here very early this morning 
and have been heating for two days to 
get the building where we needed it to 
be."
How warm is it in here right now?

Sala: "74. The thing I worry about 
for this game is you gotta keep it com-
fortable for the fans, but I don’t want 
to lose all the heat on the exits. So 
we’re going to try to have a soft exit 
and not open the (emergency) doors. 
Then we’re going to build the heat up. 
My goal is to get my team up there and 
work as late as I can to beat that first 
half of the storm. That’s what our goal 
is -- to try to get through midnight, 1 
o’clock. Because although we’re hearing 
10 o’clock is when the bulk of it will 
kick in, (we’ll try to) stay ahead while 

my staff is in good shape up until mid-
night or 1. Then we’ll regroup and may-
be we’ll work a second shift and go up 
and finish.”
What you say “go up,” what does that entail?

Sala: " We’re going to have to go up 
on the roof itself. We’ve got four of our 
firehouses that we sent up on our roof 
to wash. Because it is so cold, the heat 
won’t keep up. The thing we have going 
for us is the water content (of the snow) 
is very, very low. The National Weather 
Service told us this morning that in the 
16 (expected) inches of snow, there’s 
only an inch of water, which is really 
good."
Is some of it lake effect?

Sala: “This is all storm related. To-
morrow morning, mid-morning the 
lake effect will kick in. That’s not hor-
rible, but it’ll add to the total. So we’ll 
stay on it.”
So there’s no danger of anything hap-
pening during the game?

Sala: “No. There’s nothing on the 
roof right now. It’s warm. When you sit 
down in your seat in the dome and you 
look up and can see there’s no shadows 

on the fabric, we’re in good shape. And 
we’re in really good shape. You know 
how I can tell? Here’s the trick:”

Sala opens one of several windows on 
his computer to reveal a close-up of the 
dome roof. Small patches of wet snow 
have already slid from the fabric into 
3-foot deep gutters that ring the roof. 
If Sala can see from those cameras the 
snow or water collecting in those gut-
ters “I know I’m in good shape.”  z
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Heart Failure Pilot Project underway at Upstate                        <<  from pg.  1

are dutifully planted with those 2 Clubs 
for all to see. Just 2 birthdays today-Ja-
son Allers and Maria Murray to whom 
we wished a very happy birthday in ab-
sentia.

PP Marylin introduced our guest 
speaker, Shawna Craigmile-Sciacca, 
a fellow colleague of hers at Upstate 
University Hospital who functions as 
Upstate’s DSRIP (Delivery System 
Reform Incentive Payment Program) 
Director.  Shawna’s topic was Upstate’s 
new pilot Heart Failure Project from 
her social workers perspective. Seems 
Upstate got a $670,000 grant from 
State/Federal Medicaid waiver funds 
to explore how more effective proactive 
interventions in heart care might help 
mitigate the soaring costs of health 
care by significantly reducing avoidable 

hospital use. Heart failure certainly is a 
chronic disease with very serious health 
implications, and its diagnosis is on the 
upswing, with about 6.5 million peo-
ple in the US presently suffering from 
heart failure. In fact heart failure is the 
leading cause of death in the US, with 
1 out of every 8 deaths, so Shawna 
readily got our attention. Her project 
initially involved a sample population 
of 668 cardiology patients with heart 
failure. Applying the principles derived 
from her study, the group was whittled 
down to about 200-250 cardiology 
patients who were given person-cen-
tered care, focusing on health literacy, 
better nutrition, improved access to 
care and convenient transportation. 
Currently, Shawna’s team is assessing 
the outcomes considering such factors 

as emergency room utilization, 30 day 
readmission rates, inpatient admissions, 
weight management and the total cost 
of care, hoping that those outcomes 
will result in significantly lower cardi-
ology health care costs which will be 
used to persuade the various managed 
care companies that it’s in their best 
long term interests to pick up the costs 
presently funded by Upstate’s DSRIP 
grant. Sadly, we were reminded that the 
US presently is the richest country with 
the worst, most expensive health care, 
and that something needs to be done to 
correct this soon, as most of Europe has 
already. Hopefully, Shawna’s study will 
provide some useful answers, so stay 
tuned, and as Charlie observed in clos-
ing the meeting, “We all need to take 
Shawna’s project to heart”….  z

Pete Sala checks his computers to keep an eye on a 
winter storm before Syracuse plays Pittsburgh in the 
Carrier Dome.

Donna Ditota | dditota@syracuse.com

A conversation with Pete Sala                                      <<  from pg.  3

Read the entire article at syracuse.com

mailto:dditota%40syracuse.com?subject=
https://www.syracuse.com/orangebasketball/2019/01/carrier-dome-director-pete-sala-and-staff-work-to-keep-roof-safe-and-aloft-during-storm.html
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Rotary Clubs Harness International 
Connections to Tackle U.S. Opioid Crisis
Ryan Hyland  |  rotary.org

New York Rotary members used sup-
port from international partners to help 
them fight a major U.S. problem: opioid 
addiction. 

After attending a wrenching funeral 
for a young man who died from an opioid 
overdose, Lana K. Rouff, a member of the 
Rotary Club of Binghamton, New York, 
USA, knew she had to do something. 

“It was awful,” says Rouff. “I was so 
shaken by the shock and sadness at the 
funeral. The experience really stuck with 
me but also sparked me to do something.”

Rouff immediately talked with her fel-
low members, as well as other local clubs, 
about how they could alleviate the cri-
sis in their communities in central and 
southern New York. 

After months of doing research and 
consulting with health officials, substance 
abuse experts, educators, and media pro-
fessionals, they had a plan: a Rotary 
Foundation global grant project, totaling 
more than $107,000. 

The project’s initiatives would support 
those directly affected by the epidemic, 
educate communities about preventing 
and treating opioid addiction, and pre-
vent drug abuse among local young peo-
ple by training them in leadership skills 
and healthy decision making.

But they still needed one more thing 
to meet The Rotary Foundation’s require-
ments and secure the funding — interna-
tional partners.

Rouff again turned to Rotary's 1.2 mil-
lion members in 35,000 clubs around the 
world. She found the support they need-
ed. 

A Rotary club in Mexico was the first 
to volunteer, and then Rotary clubs in 
Canada and India agreed to help, too. 

Finding people outside of the U.S. to 
help with a predominantly American 
problem wasn’t easy, says Rouff.

“It wasn’t out of indifference to a prob-
lem in the U.S.,” says Rouff. “There just 
isn’t a strong understanding outside the 
country of how bad the opioid crisis re-
ally is.”

It took six months of searching before 
Rouff ’s club connected with the Rotary 

Club of Tijuana Oeste, Baja California, 
Mexico. Sofia Sotomayor Magana rallied 
her fellow members to be the project’s in-
ternational sponsor because she believed 
it was important to show support for 
their northern neighbors.

Some in the Mexican club were hes-
itant, telling Sotomayor Magana that 
their resources and money should be al-
located to local issues such as poverty and 
poor health care. But Sotomayor Magana 
persuaded them that it’s sometimes bet-
ter to give than to receive. 

“We have an opportunity to help clubs 
in the U.S. make an impact on this hor-
rible epidemic,” she says. “We know that 
this crisis can happen anywhere and can 
devastate any community. We see how 
bad it’s gotten. I’m proud we were able to 
get this important project off the ground.” 

The Rotary Club of Mississau-
ga-Meadowvale, Ontario, Canada, also 
contributed funds and support to the 
project. Member Claudine LaRochelle 
says that the opioid crisis isn’t confined 
to the U.S.; provinces in Canada are also 
affected. Opioid-related overdoses killed 
9,000 Canadians from 2016 to 2018. 
These overdoses are now the leading 
cause of death among Canadians ages 
30-39. 

“When thinking of international as-
sistance, we often think of countries far 
away from us, but help is also well-used 
when the crisis hits close to home,” says 
LaRochelle. 

Today’s opioid crisis is the deadliest 
drug epidemic in U.S. history. The U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion estimates that each day more than 
130 people die from opioid-related drug 
overdoses, and millions more struggle 
with addiction. Since 2011, drug deaths 
in the U.S. have outpaced those caused 
by firearms, motor vehicle crashes, sui-
cide, or homicide. In New York, it’s the 
leading cause of accidental deaths. 

Children and teens are not exempt 
from the crisis — nearly a quarter of U.S. 
high school seniors have had some expo-
sure to prescription opioids — but they 
are the best targets for education and 
prevention, Rouff says. 

Over the past year and a half, the global 
grant funded a series of weekend semi-
nars that brought together nearly 50 high 
school students from 11 schools. They 
gathered at the Heart of New York Teen 
Institute in Syracuse, New York, to gain 
the knowledge and confidence that will 
help them lead drug-free lives and the 
leadership skills to educate their peers 
about the dangers of drugs and alcohol. 

“We want to help produce the next 
generation of role models,” says Rouff. 
“We exceeded our expectations on this 
front.”

Jo Ann Wickman, a project lead and 
member of the Rotary Club of Cort-
land, New York, USA, has worked in 
social work and education for more than 
25 years and was a grant coordinator for 
the project. She was impressed with the 
students’ experience at the teen institute. 
“It was really incredible how much they 
learned and what they said they wanted 
to accomplish,” she says. “It was a power-
ful program.”

Participating clubs led a broad pub-
lic-awareness campaign with critical in-
formation, such as the signs and symp-
toms of abuse, and resources like 2-1-1, 
the local hotline for prescription drop 
boxes. Rotary members designed, pro-
duced, and distributed more than 60,000 
informational flyers, brochures, and post-
cards in their communities. 

“We put them up everywhere we 
could,” Wickman says, which included 
schools, municipal buildings, medical and 
legal offices, churches, and Rotary meet-
ing locations. Teachers even enclosed the 
materials with students’ report cards and 
other mailings to parents.

The project grant also funded online 
ads, social media campaigns, and local 
TV and radio spots that listed ways com-
munity residents can help mitigate the 
opioid crisis and its devastating conse-
quences. Club members created a Face-
book page and YouTube ads as well.

The clubs also directed funds to the 
Addiction Center of Broome County to 
help pay for medical and administrative 
supplies, transportation vouchers to get 
patients to the clinic, and three drop box-
es for safe disposal of prescription drugs. 
Each month, the police department col-
lects and incinerates the unused drugs.  z

https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-clubs-come-together-fight-opioid-epidemic

