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Scene & Herd Reboot: Recap of Jan. 18 
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, January 18 ~ We met once 
again in Members Lounge, squeezed in 
but glad for the opportunity to enjoy a 
meal and good Rotary fellowship, while 
helping to commemorate Martin Luther 
King Day with our guest speaker, Rev. Dr. 
Brian Konkol, Dean of SU’s Hendricks 
Chapel. In Prez Kevin’s absence, vener-
able PP Jim Morrow, laboring with the 
remnants of a bad cold (flu) and lament-
ing our “broken” 4 Way Test, wielded 
the gavel to bring us to order, recite the 
pledge, sing God Bless America and sit 
down for PP John Lewien’s inimitable 
invocation covering several bases—not 

without John’s understated wit- and clos-
ing with the Chittenango Prayer.

We warmly welcomed Ray Leach back 
from his recent hospitalization, looking 
good. The 50/50 and happy dollars came 
and went, while your reporter was sotto 
voce welcoming the Dean to our midst. 
PP Denny introduced Brian, observ-
ing that he follows a long line of Hen-
dricks Chapel Deans—many of whom 
were Syracuse Rotarians like Tom Wolff 
and Dick Phillips, who have been kind 
enough to join us over the years at times 
of religious and moral significance to 
share their thoughts. Brian filled us in on 

This Week: Shawna Craigmile-Sciacca
Population Health Initiatives ~ Heart Failure Pilot Project

Program Committee

Shawna Craigmile 
LCSW is the DSRIP 
Project Director at Up-
state University Hospital.

DSRIP is the main 
mechanism by which New 
York State will implement 
the Medicaid Redesign 
Team (MRT) Waiver 
Amendment. DSRIP´s 
purpose is to fundamen-
tally restructure the health 
care delivery system by reinvesting in 
the Medicaid program, with the prima-
ry goal of reducing avoidable hospital 
use by 25% over 5 years. Up to $6.42 
billion dollars are allocated to this pro-
gram with payouts based upon achiev-

ing predefined results in 
system transformation, 
clinical management and 
population health.

For over 20 years Shaw-
na has been working 
with providers and com-
munities to improve the 
health of Medicaid recip-
ients and individuals who 
are uninsured. Starting 
her career as a clinician, 
Shawna was recognized 

across the state for her expertise in 
working with adults and children who 
engaged in sexually harmful behaviors.  

As the Director for Onondaga Case 
Management Services Health Home 
services, Shawna worked with provid-

HAVE AN IDEA FOR A PROGRAM? 
Email Program Chair, Denny Baldwin at:

drbaldwin32@gmail.com
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JANUARY 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Shawna Craigmile Scaccia, 

Upstate Hospital, Health Care

FEBRUARY 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Pete Sala, SU Vice Chancellor

FEBRUARY 8
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse Board of 
Directors February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

Program: 
Tracey Foss, CEO, Childhood 

Diabetes Foundation

FEBRUARY 15
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Mellissa Spicer, 

Clear Path for Veterans

see HEART page 2 >>

A Look Ahead

see HENDRICK'S page 3 >>

mailto:drbaldwin32@gmail.com
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Cake & Candles
JASON ALLERS
Birthday: January 20
Joined: April 2018

28 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing on 1/25

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2019

MARIA MURRAY
Birthday: January 25
Joined: July 2016

Annual RI Foundation Gala 
just around the Corner
District 7150

Don't miss this year's Foundation Gala celebrating the 
impact of Rotary International's Foundation on our com-
munities and around the world. The Gala will feature a buf-
fet dinner, cash bar, a keynote speaker (Charles Rivers, pres-
ident of the Syracuse Inner-City Club), and a silent auction 
of donated gift baskets to raise money for the Foundation. 
We hope you will join us on Friday, February 1.

Friday, February 1, 2019  |  Yahnundasis Golf Club
8639 Seneca Turnpike, New Hartford, NY 13413

6pm Cocktails  |  7pm Dinner & Awards
Keynote Speaker: Charles Rivers, 

President of Syracuse  Inner City Rotary Club 
Topic: a new lead mitigation program as part of a District 

Grant with four other clubs in the City of Syracuse

$50/Person Plus Cash bar  |  Buffet Dinner
You will need cash for the 50/50 and cocktails.

Cash, check or credit card accepted for donations to the
Rotary International Foundation and to pay for silent auction.

ers across Central and Western New York creating the first 
Health Home Care Management models. In 2014 Shawna 
joined Upstate University Hospital initially as the Interim 
Executive Director for CNY Care Collaborative.

Shawna will speak to Syracuse Rotary on Friday about 
Upstate University Hospital's Onondaga County Heart 
Failure Pilot Project.

Heart failure results from the added stress of health con-
ditions that either damage the heart or make it work too 
hard. About 6.5 million adults on the United States have 
heart failure, a number that will rise to 8 million, about 
46%, by 2030.

The Central New York Care Collaborative, Inc. select-
ed 13 healthcare related projects to receive more than $4.8 
Million through their Innovation Fund.

The Innovation Fund was established by Central New 
York Care Collaborative in 2017 to help improve the sys-
tem of care for Medicaid and uninsured patients by funding 
innovative projects that address physical and mental health 
needs and foster cross-sector collaboration throughout a 
six-county in region  in Central New York (Cayuga, Lew-
is, Madison, Oneida, Onondaga, and Oswego County). 
The Heart Failure Transitional Care Pilot Project received 
$670,000.  z

Heart Failure costs $34.4B annually  <<  from pg.  1

World’s largest diamond found
history.com

On January 25, 1905, at the Premier Mine in Pretoria, 
South Africa, a 3,106-carat diamond is discovered during a 
routine inspection by the mine’s superintendent. Weighing 
1.33 pounds, and christened the “Cullinan,” it was the larg-
est diamond ever found.

Frederick Wells was 18 feet below the earth’s surface 
when he spotted a flash of starlight embedded in the wall 
just above him. His discovery was presented to Sir Thomas 
Cullinan, who owned the mine. Cullinan then sold the di-
amond to the Transvaal provincial government, which pre-
sented the stone to Britain’s King Edward VII as a birthday 
gift. Worried that the diamond might be stolen in tran-
sit, Edward arranged to send a phony diamond aboard a 
steamer ship as a diversionary tactic. While the decoy made 
its way from Africa on the ship, the Cullinan was sent to 
England in a plain box.  z

The cutting of the Cullinan was entrusted to Joseph As-
scher, head of the Asscher Diamond Company of Amster-
dam. Asscher studied the stone for six months before at-
tempting the cut. On his first attempt, the steel blade broke, 
with no effect on the diamond. On the second attempt, the 
diamond shattered exactly as planned; Asscher then fainted 
from nervous exhaustion.  z

TODAY IN HISTORY

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/worlds-largest-diamond-found
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More than a Year after Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto Rico
Local Rotary members continue to rebuild homes and lives after worst disaster in decades
rotary.org | Vanessa Glavinskas

Eladio Montalvo faced a stark choice: 
risk drowning in his one-story home 
or climb through a window into the 
house next door. It was under construc-
tion but had a second floor where he 
could escape the rising floodwaters. He 
boosted his dog through and scrambled 
in after him. The two huddled inside an 
upstairs bathroom for 22 hours while 
Hurricane Maria raged over Puerto 
Rico. With 155 mph winds and tor-
rential rains, Maria was the strongest 
hurricane to hit the island in more than 
80 years. 

After the storm, Montalvo went out 
to see what was left of the home he 
had lived in since 1958. The walls were 
standing, but the water inside had risen 
chest-high. Everything was destroyed. 
Without any family nearby, he had no-
where to go. He moved into his car. 

“But after the storm came the calm,” 
he says. “Good people came.”

Faustino Rivera pats Montalvo af-
fectionately on the shoulder. It’s Sep-
tember 2018, a year since Hurricane 

Maria, and Rivera and several oth-
er members of the Rotary Club of 
Mayagüez have stopped by to visit. 
Montalvo lives in a fishing town 
called El Maní outside the city of 
Mayagüez on the island’s west coast. 
He invites his guests inside to see 
the progress he has made adding a 
shower to his bathroom. There’s a 
pile of tiles that he plans to lay soon, 
and he has started painting the walls 
a light shade of blue. The home is 
neatly but sparsely furnished: a bed, 
a TV, and a few plastic bins, including 
one labeled camisas that has shirts and 
shorts tucked inside.

“He’s become my friend,” says Rotar-
ian Orlando Carlo, who checks in on 
Montalvo almost every week.

The Mayagüez club paid $4,200 for 
the materials Montalvo used to add a 
second story to his home. Made of con-
crete, outfitted with hurricane shutters, 
and built high enough off the ground to 
avoid flooding, the new addition con-
tains a small kitchen, bathroom, and 
bedroom. Montalvo did much of the 

work himself, calling on friends and 
neighbors skilled in construction when 
he needed help. 

To find people like Montalvo who 
needed help but didn’t qualify for re-
construction aid from the U.S. gov-
ernment’s Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA), Mayagüez 
club members worked with community 
leaders and screened each family. “We 
are trying to help those who really need 
help,” Carlo explains. “Those who can’t 
get it from anyone else.”

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

Hendrick's Chapel in good hands with Dean Brian Konkol   <<  from pg.  1

his history prior to arriving on the SU 
campus in 2017, including his Wiscon-
sin background, where his Rotarian fa-
ther in law still lives. 

Of Lutheran background, he studied 
in Wisconsin and Minnesota and then 
had an opportunity to broaden his hori-
zons by serving at the Equator and in 
South Africa. Brian indicated that he 
has always been fascinated by our re-
markable global connectivity and the 
challenge of conflict resolution or man-
agement, a fascination shared by MLK. 
With that in mind, Brian told us that 
SU had recently made Trevor Noah’s 
book, Born a Crime, required reading for 
all incoming SU students. In his book, 
Noah, who was born in post-apartheid 

South Africa and now hosts “The Daily 
Show” on Comedy Central, details the 
challenges of his growing up, the light-
skinned product of a white father and a 
black mother—which was a crime under 
then South Africa law (hence the title of 
his book). In Brian’s capacity as co-chair 
of SU’s upcoming 34th commemoration 
of MLK Day, he and his colleagues have 
impressively arranged for Noah to be the 
featured speaker at the big MLK Dome 
event scheduled for Sunday, January 27 
where they are expecting over 4000 to 
embrace its theme of “The Global Im-
pact of Civil Rights.” Noah will also be 
available to speak more informally with 
the students who have been reading his 
book. Brian concluded by sharing some 

insights on what’s going on at Hendricks 
Chapel these days, noting that he is op-
timistic about the future, especially given 
the passion and intelligence of the stu-
dents on campus. Lots of good questions 
and stories followed, including one from 
Charlie Beach who fondly remembered 
former Hendricks Dean, Charlie Noble. 

It’s clear that in Dean Brian Konkol, 
SU has wisely acquired the services of 
a dynamic, joyful young man who loves 
what he’s doing. In recognition of all 
that, the Club gave Brian a standing 
ovation (which he quipped he’d share 
with his Rotarian father in law in the 
event he ever needed to impress him….). 
For anyone wishing tickets for the MLK 
event on January 27, go to https://oss.
tickemaster.com/aps/syracuse/EN/buy/
details/mlkprgm.  z

see CLUBS page 4 >>

Rivera greets Eladio Montalvo, who was forced to live in his 
car before the Mayagüez club helped him rebuild his home.

photo by Alyce Henson

https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-members-rebuild-after-hurricane-maria
https://oss.tickemaster.com/aps/syracuse/EN/buy/details/mlkprgm
https://oss.tickemaster.com/aps/syracuse/EN/buy/details/mlkprgm
https://oss.tickemaster.com/aps/syracuse/EN/buy/details/mlkprgm
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The Rotary Club of Syracuse, 
Inc. is comprised of two 
entities; the Club which 
was chartered on June 1, 
1912 as Club Number 42, 
and the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm 
of the Club founded in 1957. 

Together, the Club and 
the Foundation have 
served the Greater 
Syracuse community with 
uncommon distinction and 
vigor, leaving a long trail 
of accomplishment in the 
best of Rotary’s traditions, 
all of which has contributed 
to giving The Rotary Club 
of Syracuse an honored 
position in our community.
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By the time Carlo met him, Montal-
vo had been living in his car for nearly 
six months. A local church leader in-
troduced the two, hoping Rotarians 
could help Montalvo find permanent 
housing. “I could tell immediately that 
he was severely dehydrated from stay-
ing out in the sun and sleeping in his 
car,” Carlo says. “He seemed stunned 
and needed guidance on how to start 
rebuilding. We assured him we were 
there to help him.”

After the hurricane, Carlo was also 
living alone. His wife had gone to stay 
in Florida while he remained behind to 
run his construction business. But the 
lack of electricity and reliable commu-
nication meant his work projects were 
stalled, so he mostly spent his days vol-
unteering. “It gave me a lot of time to 
help,” he says. His home survived the 
storm, but the shortage of gasoline 
meant he had to plan his trips careful-
ly. He rationed bottled water and food, 
eating what he calls a “hurricane diet” 
of canned pasta or sausage and rice.

“We didn’t have power back until 
the end of October,” says Christa von 
Hillebrandt-Andrade, president of the 
Mayagüez club. “We could use one 
bucket of water per day. My teenage 
daughter learned that water is the No. 
1 thing you need. She could live with-
out electricity and even without her 
cellphone, but not without water.”

Mayagüez is home to 75,000 people 
and to the island’s second-oldest Ro-
tary club after San Juan. In the past, 
the club carried out smaller projects, 

but the massive devastation caused by 
Maria motivated members to do more 
to help their neighbors, especially the 
very poor.

“I’ve been a Rotarian for 40 years, 
and I’ve never seen so much help come 
from other Rotary clubs,” Carlo says. 
After Hurricane Maria, clubs across 
the United States wired the Rotary 
Club of Mayagüez about $50,000 di-
rectly; more than half of that money 
came from the Rotary Club of La Jolla 
Golden Triangle in California and a 
group of clubs in New York. As club 
treasurer, Rivera keeps track of every 
receipt and sends updates back to the 
donor clubs. A year after Maria, the 
club had helped 22 families repair their 
homes, mostly replacing roofs that 
were blown off by the hurricane.

Scanning the horizon from a hill-
side neighborhood nicknamed Felices 
Días — “Happy Days” — Carlo points 
out a less-than-happy sight: the many 
blue FEMA tarps that still stand in for 
permanent roofs. “There is still a lot 
of need here. This is not over,” he says. 
“But we are willing to continue to help 
as long as it takes.”

And for Montalvo’s part, he has re-
mained optimistic in spite of all he 
went through. “Hurricane Maria gave 
me more than she took,” he says.  z

READ THE ENTIRE ARTICLE AT 
ROTARY.ORG 
Vanessa Glavinskas writes about 
humanitarian issues for Rotary's  
1.2 million members.

Clubs across the United States donated $50,000                     <<  from pg.  3

https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-members-rebuild-after-hurricane-maria

