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Scene & Herd Reboot: Recap of Jan. 4 
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, January 4 ~ Since Prez Kevin 
was down with the flu—get better soon 
Prez—PP Jim Morrow assumed the du-
ties as he gaveled us to order (more or 
less), led us in the pledge, called on PP 
Brad for his version of God Bless Amer-
ica and summoned PP John Lewien to 
the podium for one of John’s inimitable 
sit down invocations, this one self pro-
claimed as the Readers Digest version 
where John observed that folks with a 
purpose in life—such as serving others—
live longer. You could just feel a sense of 

relief in the room as many Rotarians were 
undoubtedly thinking joyously about our 
cherished Four Way Test….

On the 50/50, perennial winner, Ray 
Leach, drew for the elusive Red Queen 
but finding it not, left the five bucks to 
John Bertram. Plenty of happy dollars 
today including one from John B. (happy 
that so many Rotarians voted), another 
from George Eschenfelder (delighted 
with no snow), another from Bill Mc-
Crady (happy that his Buckeyes pre-
vailed), still another from Dr. Daya (hap-

This Week: Director of City Initiatives
Greg Loh is the Mayor's communications and engagement expert
Program Committee

Syracuse Mayor Ben Walsh was 
scheduled to be our speaker this week, 
but had to cancel late Wednesday due 
to him feeling under the weather and 
losing his voice. Walsh's office promises 
to reschedule the Mayor Walsh's visit at 
a later date.

In his place will be Greg Loh, who 
has visited Syracuse Rotary previously, 
the Mayor's director of city initiatives. 

Loh, 53, was 
appointed to 
one of the 
top jobs in 
the adminis-
tration by the 
new May-
or before he 
took office 
last January.

Before taking the job with the city, 
Loh worked at Eric Mower & Asso-
ciates since 1988, becoming a manag-
ing partner in 2011. He ran the public 
affairs and public relations division for 
the firm.

Greg has served in volunteer lead-
ership roles with CenterState CEO, 
the United Way of Central New York, 
the Everson Museum, the Onondaga 
Community College Foundation and 
PEACE Inc. 

He holds a bachelor's degree from 
Syracuse University, where he studied 
political science and public relations. 
He worked as a broadcast journalist 
early in his career and is an alumnus of 
the Newhouse School of Public Com-
munications at S.U. 

Loh is new to government. One of 
his top priorities is a "big dose of learn-
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JANUARY 11
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse Board of 
Directors January Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Greg Loh, Dir. City Initiatives

JANUARY 18
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee January Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Rev. Brian Konkol, Dean 

Hendricks Chapel: MLK Message

JANUARY 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Shawna Craigmile Scaccia, 

Upstate Hospital, Health Care

FEBRUARY 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Pete Sala: SU Vice Chancellor

FEBRUARY 8
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse Board of 
Directors January Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

Tracey Foss, CEO, Childhood 
Diabetes Foundation

see SIDEWALK page 2 >>

A Look Ahead

see TIM KENNEDY page 2 >>

Greg Loh, pinch hitting for Mayor.
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ing" and came into the job with no preconceived notions of 
how things should work.

"I've worked with businesses in healthcare, manufactur-
ing, higher education, professional services, human ser-
vices," he said. "Because of the nature of my work, I spent 
30 years working with all kinds of organizations and picked 
up a lot of knowledge about best practices and best ap-
proaches."

Loh lived in Fayetteville before moving to the city. He 
called the move one of the attractions of the new job. 

Under Mayor Stephanie Miner, there was a director of 
mayoral initiatives, which was a part-time job held by Carol 
Dwyer. Until 2015, however, the job was held by Tim Car-
roll, who worked on Walsh's campaign.

As a guest on 570 WSYR's Dave Allen in December, 
Loh announced plans for the city's sidewalk snow removal 
pilot program with the goal of testing a municipal-operated 
snow removal service on 40 miles of sidewalk in the city. 
This equates to 20 miles of city streets with walks on both 
sides. Loh feels this is one of the steps necessary to make 
Syracuse a walkable city during the winter months.

Early on in the 
planning of the 
initiative, the city 
had trouble hir-
ing outside help 
to execute the 
program. No in-
terested bidders 
responded to an 
RFP issued last 
fall with  most of 
the contractors 

stating lack of experience and public procurement payment 
as a major issue with signing on with the city.

In mid-December, Mayor Walsh chose a contractor and 
put in a request for legislation to authorize B&T Land-
scaping & Lawn Care to clear snow for services not to ex-
ceed $170,000. The final cost to the city will depend on 
how much snow needs to be removed over the course of 
the next few months. Just in time! Snow removal wasn't on 
anybody's radar until Thursday morning, anyway.  z
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30 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing on 1/11
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Sidewalk snow removal - just in time!   <<  from pg.  1

py to have opened a clinic in Cleveland) and finally one from 
presiding prez Jim (happy that his kids are back in school).

PP Denny introduced our quest speaker, Tim Kennedy 
and his guest Advance Local’s VP for Content, Trish Lam-
onte. As was reported in the Press (that is, our own #1 Ro-
tary Press…), Tim is Regional President for Advance Local, 
overseeing operations in New York, Pennsylvania and Massa-
chusetts. He also serves as president of Advance Media New 
York (think, the Post Standard and syracuse.com).

Advance Local is privately owned by the Newhouse fam-
ily, several of whom remain very active in the business. Tim 
shared the company’s mission which is “We’re at our best 
when we make our community a better place,” strikingly 
similar to Rotary’s mission. Tim initially threw the ball to 
Trish who highlighted some reporting examples in the Post 
Standard which made a difference in the community includ-
ing the lead poisoning crisis, SUNY Upstate’s leadership is-
sues and on a more personal level, help for a local elderly 
flooding victim. Thinking back 6 years or so when Advance 
Local began to transform its operations in Syracuse into a 
modern digital-focused media company, Tim recalls that it 
was a wrenching decision as it affected the lives of so many 
employees. But at the end of the day it had to be done to pre-
serve the Post Standard and its allied website, syracuse.com. 

Today the company is well into the 21st century of digi-
tal communication and much stronger for the effort. In fact, 
syracuse.com was recently recognized as the best read news-
paper website in the country, and the Syracuse Post Standard 
was recognized as the fourth best read Sunday newspaper 
in the US. Tim talked about their new digital subscription 
plan which is intended to augment digital revenue, especially 
from local readers, given long declining advertising revenues. 
We learned that syracuse.com has about 4 million users per 
month from all over the world, an impressive readership. All 
in all we’re fortunate to have such forward looking leadership 
involved with our local media such as Tim and Trish. Many 
excellent questions followed their presentation and well after 
our normal adjournment. If you haven’t subscribed to the PS 
and syracuse.com yet, please consider doing so, as its contin-
ued success will depend in notable part on a ever more robust 
subscriber base.   z

Tim Kennedy visits Syracuse Rotary     <<  from pg.  1

A man removes snow from a sidewalk on Danforth St.
syracuse.com
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NO ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS

FRIDAY  |  JAN 18
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
JAN. MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETS IN THE 
ONONDAGA ROOM THIS WEEK

InterFaith Works: 
Police-Community Dialogues

Seeking a Shared, Safe Community
InterFaith Works CNY  |  Editor

Resuming in the later part of January, InterFaith Works 
will again facilitate their nationally recognized dialogue cir-
cles, which meet once each week over a five-week period. 
The circles, which began in 2017 with funding, in part, from  
The Rotary Club of Syracuse, seek to foster relationships, 
trust and respect between police and the residents of Syra-
cuse neighborhoods.

The meetings are scheduled take place each Tuesday and 
Wednesday beginning January 22 running through Febru-
ary 20. The location of each circle will be determined after 
participants have registered. To register for 

This past October, InterFaith Works of Central New 
York’s El-Hindi Center for Dialogue was honored in 
Washington, D.C., as a winner of the 2018 American Civic 
Collaboration awards, or Civvys. The center tied for first in 
the local category and was noted for its work in a variety of 
programs, most notably the Police-Community Dialogues, 
an initiative bridging the gap in understanding between 
the Syracuse Police Department and local community. The 
award hosts praised the dialogue initiative for having an 
immediate and lasting impact that presents a model for 
other communities to follow.

For more information and to register for your partici-
pation in an upcoming dialogue circle, contact InterFaith 
Works at 315-449-3552 or send an email to info@inter-
faithworkscny.org.   z

Participants in discussion at a recent dialog circle in Syracuse

Tillie's Touch Tutors Kids
An invitation to view the agency in action

Editor  |  J. Morrow

Dale Johnson, the 
executive director of 
Tillie's Touch, would 
like to invite you to 
an evening with his 
soccer-study kids. 
Every Tuesday and 
Thursday night they 
soccer-train at the 
Tillie's Touch site at 
211 Catawba Street 
in Syracuse and then 
offer tutoring ses-
sions for the kids. 
Tuesday is reading 
club and Thursday is 
regents review.

Please consider 
stopping by for a few 
minutes to check it 
out. Dale's organiza-
tion uses soccer to get the kids interested and then helps 
them with school work. 

"This method has worked for us year after year and our 
100% graduation rate speaks volumes." says Dale.

Since the inception of the organization in 2009, Tillie’s 
Touch has also found that there is a strong need for school 
supplies some families in the area just cannot afford. As 
a result, Tillie’s Touch has extended its reach to not only 
sporting equipment, but school supplies as well.

Each August, they organize a school supply give away for 
local children and their families. An average of 400 back-
packs filled with school supplies are given away to children 
in the local community during a youth day picnic.

Their goal is to supply children in the area with the prop-
er supplies, be it for sports or school, in order for them to 
have the opportunity to participate and succeed in life!

Syracuse Rotary has supported Tillie's Touch over the 
years and issued a grant for $1,500 this Rotary year for their 
ongoing Soccer-Study project.

For further information, contact Dale Johnson at 315-
254-8569 and visit tilliestouch.org.  z

Kids study at Tillie's Touch Catawba Street location.

http://www.tilliestouch.org
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2018-19 P&C Campaign Kicks Off
P&C Committee  |  Chair

Annually, The Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation has the opportunity to 
help people in need with the endow-
ment income from funds raised in 
prior decades. Today, we stand on the 
generosity and good deeds of hundreds 
of past Rotary Club of Syracuse mem-
bers.

Hopefully, at this time we will each 
agree to shoulder a small portion of 
that enduring legacy by giving gener-
ously from our own personal wealth to 
help keep the endowment in place for 
future generations. Last year, our annu-
al gifts collectively surpassed $10,000 
and we hope to achieve the same result 
again this year with 100% of our mem-
bers participating.

When you consider the 2018-19 
grants (listed at right) will support 
fifteen community organizations with 
over $29,000 in much needed funding, 
it is gratifying and inspiring to know 
we are making a real and positive im-
pact on our community. Now is the 
time when your generosity can help. 

By deciding to become a donor to 
the 2018-19 P&C Fund Drive you are 
saying you want to be part of some-
thing positive, something bigger than 
any of us individually, and something 
that demonstrates service above self. 
We only ask you to be generous when 
you think about giving back to help 
replenish the endowment and thus al-
low us to continue funding worthwhile 
projects well into the future. 

We are requesting that each Club 
member consider their own financial 
situation, but stretch to an amount that 
will make you feel good about giving. 
The next generation of Syracuse Ro-
tary Club members will be proud of 
the good work that our gifts will help 
them accomplish. 

Thank you for your investment today 
which promises to return high divi-
dends for tomorrow!  z

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, 
Inc. is comprised of two 
entities; the Club which 
was chartered on June 1, 
1912 as Club Number 42, 
and the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm 
of the Club founded in 1957. 

Together, the Club and 
the Foundation have 
served the Greater 
Syracuse community with 
uncommon distinction and 
vigor, leaving a long trail 
of accomplishment in the 
best of Rotary’s traditions, 
all of which has contributed 
to giving The Rotary Club 
of Syracuse an honored 
position in our community.

SYRACUSE 
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Syracuse City Ballet  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,200
The Nutcracker Sensory-Friendly Performance

Hospice of Central New York  .  .  .  . $1,500
Camp Healing Hearts

Onondaga Historical Assoc .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
CNY Region History Day: Triumph and Tragedy

Friends of Wildlife  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,500
Feed Shed Replacement

Women's Opportunity Center  .  .  .  . $1,500
Tuesday PLATES

InterFaith Works of CNY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,500
One-to-One Program

Sarah's Guest House .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,500
Comforts of Home - Guest Meals 

Vera House  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,500
Emergency Assistance Program

Red House Arts Center, Inc .  .  .  .  .  . $1,500
Scholarships for Kids 

AccessCNY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
Get Healthy!

Literacy Coalition Onon . Co .  .  .  .  .  .$5,000
Adult Literacy Awareness Campaign

AarogyaSeva .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$5,000
SevaCircle@Syracuse

Tillie's Touch  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,500
Soccer/Study Project

100 Black Men of Syracuse .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
Morehouse College Glee Club

Vinyard NY Church  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
North Side Community Center

ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
2018-2019 GRANT RECIPIENTS


