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Holiday Party Committee

Dozens of gifts are 
wrapped, over 50 sets 

of hats and scarves are 
knitted (thank you Suzan 

George - just amazing!), Bat-
man is booked and Santa has 

it marked on his calendar to visit 
Drumlins for the annual Christmas 

Party hosted by The Rotary Club of Syra-
cuse. For the last several years, the Syracuse City 

School District has sent groups of special needs children 
from as many as five schools to meet Santa Claus and have 
lunch with Rotarians, a tradition that began in 1918. 

As in years past, each child will have the chance to meet 
Santa, receive their own wrapped Christmas present and have 
lunch with Rotarians, a ballon-man and the caped-crusader. 

Syracuse Rotarian Kim Dwyer, who joined the Club in 
2015, and her husband Tom, have taken charge of the tasks 
involved in making the event a memorable one for the kids, 
as well as everyone else involved. Each of the over fifty gifts 
will be wrapped and tagged for a child. Santa will individually 
call forward the children to receive their present. The personal 
gift each child opens at their table - a toy they actually asked 
for prior to the party - makes this event extra special to the 
children and everyone else.

With over 
fifty kids, 
their teach-
ers and coun-
selors, Rotarians 
and their guests in 
attendance, it is sure to 
be a memorable day.
Kim has spent the weeks 
leading up to the party coor-
dinating with the kid's teachers 
to ensure the wish lists are accurate and 
the toys requested are available. 

In many cases, circumstances at home 
are the cause for the kids in these groups to have behavioral 
and developmental issues. Rarely do these children have an 
opportunity to talk, one-on-one, with a grown up who plays 
a positive role in their lives. It is rewarding to watch them 
open up and begin a conversation with an adult.

Jim Morrow said, "Once you put on the red suit, you have 
the rare perspective of seeing a child react to the idea of Santa 
Claus and smiling from ear to ear. What a joy."

Rotarian Dick Ford of the DeWitt Club will play the piano, 
accompanying two young ladys singing holiday selections.

And, by the way, if you are a Syracuse Rotarian, your atten-
dance at this party is mandatory!  z

This Week: Our Christmas Party!
Santa and his Helper at Drumlins Friday

SYRACUSE ROTARY'S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY WILL BE IN THE EXPANDED BALLROOM FRIDAY

DECEMBER 7
11:45 pm 

RCS Annual Christmas Party 
for students with special needs from 

Syracuse City Elementary Schools

COME EARLY AND STAY LATE
Santa  |  Batman  |  Balloonman 

a Magician  |  a Princess 
55 smiling kids

DECEMBER 14
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors December Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Regular Meeting

Program 
Research & Recognition, 

Edith Jordan, Vets PTS

DECEMBER 21
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation Trustee 
December Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Regular Meeting

Program 
Syracuse Rotarian Bob Sherburne: 

A Christmas message
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Syracuse Rotarians Del Northrup (Santa) and Clancy Hop-
kins revived the custom of Christmas parties for handi-
capped children in the 1950s. The parties were held in 
the Onondaga Hotel, The Hotel Syracuse and eventually 
Drumlins Country Club.  c. 1960

see POLIO page 4 >>

VINTAGE SYRACUSE
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2018-19 P&C Campaign
P&C Committee

Hopefully, at this time each member of Syracuse Rotary 
will each agree to shoulder a small portion of the enduring 
legacy of The Syracuse Rotary Foundation by giving gen-
erously from their own personal wealth to help keep the 
endowment in place for future generations. Last year, our 
annual gifts collectively surpassed $10,000 and we hope to 
achieve the same result again this year with 100% of our 
members participating.  z

Rotarians Del Northrup and Clancy Hopkins revived the custom 
of Christmas parties for handicapped children. The parties 
were held in the Onondaga Hotel, The Hotel Syracuse and 

eventually, Drumlins Country Club.

Syracuse Rotary's Clinton Square traffic safety exhibit.

National Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day

"A Date Which Will Live in Infamy"
Editor  |  wikipedia.org

On Sunday morning, December 7, 1941, the Imperial Jap-
anese Navy Air Service attacked Naval Station Pearl Har-
bor in Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii Territory, without warning 
and without a declaration of war, killing 2,403 American 
servicemen and civilians, and injuring 1,178 others. The 
attack sank four U.S. Navy battleships and damaged four 
others. It also damaged three cruisers, three destroyers, and 
one minelayer. Aircraft losses were 188 destroyed and 159 
damaged.

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, also referred 
to as Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day or Pearl Harbor 
Day, is observed annually in the United States on Decem-
ber 7, to remember and honor the citizens of the United 
States who were killed in the Japanese surprise attack on 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.

The Infamy Speech was a speech delivered by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt to a Joint Session of the US Con-
gress on De-
cember 8, 1941. 
The Speech was 
brief, running 
to just a little 
over seven min-
utes. Secretary 
of State Cordell 
Hull had recom-
mended that the 
President de-
vote more time 
to a fuller expo-
sition of Japa-
nese-American 
relations and the 
lengthy, but unsuccessful, effort to find a peaceful solution. 
However, Roosevelt kept the speech short in the belief that 
it would have a more dramatic effect.

His revised statement was all the stronger for its em-
phatic insistence that posterity would forever endorse the 
American view of the attack. It was intended not merely 
as a personal response by the President, but as a statement 
on behalf of the entire American people in the face of a 
great collective trauma. In proclaiming the indelibility of 
the attack, and expressing outrage at its "dastardly" nature, 
the speech worked to crystallize and channel the response 
of the nation into a collective response and resolve  z

Roosevelt delivers the speech to Congress. Behind him 
are Vice President Henry A. Wallace (left) and Speaker of 
the House Sam Rayburn. To the right, in uniform in front 
of Rayburn, is Roosevelt's son James, who escorted his 
father to the Capitol.

Rotary Recognizes UK 
Prime Minister Theresa May

Polio Eradication Champion Award
Ryan Hyland  |  rotary.org

Rotary honored Theresa May, prime minister of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, with the Polio Eradication Champion Award 
for her leadership and political support toward ending polio 
this past November. 

Rotary International President Barry Rassin presented 
the prestigious award to Alistair Burt, the UK minister of 
state for international development and minister of state 
for the Middle East, at a roundtable discussion on polio 
eradication on 27 November in London, England. 
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Scene & Herd Reboot: A Recap of 11/30
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, November 30 ~ Bucking the 
cold wintry day, about 20 hearty souls 
gathered in Members Lounge for our 
weekly meeting. Prez Kevin was on 
hand to handle the pledge, call on PP 
Brad to lead America and introduce 
PP John Lewien to give the invocation 
which he did in inimitable style, citing 
several things that we should be thank-
ful for including the father who shouted 
divorce and got his two distressed kids 
to come for Thanksgiving…and pay 
their own way. (You had to be there…).

Tom Dwyer, a potential member 
(and husband to Kim) was welcomed 
by the Prez, as Kim proudly looked on. 
There being no birthdayites today, Kev-
in moved on to the 50/50 where Tom 
and Kim drew for a chance at the $100 
pot, but no luck, so new member Paul 
Szemkow walked off with the $5.

Only one happy dollar today, from 
Kim who was happy that Tom was with 
her today and that one of her staff ar-
chitects was about to welcome to their 
home a Rotary Exchange Student. 

Al Kosoff introduced our speaker, 
Sinead (pronounced “shineed”) Mac-
Namara, Irish by birth but presently a 
prof at SU in the School of Architec-
ture where she teaches structural engi-
neering. She presented a very entertain-

ing and informative program featuring 
a PowerPoint overview of the World’s 
Longest Bridges. Among the first iron 
bridges in the world was one built in 
England in 1779 over the Severn Riv-
er—it’s still there, a tribute to its able 
engineering. Next was the Craigella-
chie Bridge, a 150 foot arch in Scot-
land, designed and built by the famed 
Ted Telford. An Englishman,Telford 
was also responsible for the 1850 Bri-
tannia railroad bridge in Wales and the 
Menai Suspension Bridge, a 580 foot 
span built in Wales in 1856. We learned 
that about this time an American struc-
tural engineer, James Eads, emerged as 
a force in bridge building, coming off 
an early career building boats to serve 
the Civil War. Eads was responsible 
for the famed St. Louis Bridge, built 
in 1873 with three 520 foot spans over 
the Mississippi 
which is still in use 
today. Eads appar-
ently perfected, or 
at least substan-
tially improved, the 
techniques neces-
sary to construct 
the bridge piers, a 
problem that John 
Roebling encoun-
tered a few years 

later when he and his son undertook 
the construction of the iconic Brooklyn 
Bridge. Sinead took us all the way up 
to the longest bridges of today which 
includes a new one just opened in Chi-
na with a length of 34 miles! All in all, 
a lively and fascinating presentation on 
the history of bridge design and build-
ing around the world, with our thanks 
to Sinead and Al who lined up this ex-
cellent program.  z

MATTHEW "MATT" URAL
Birthday: December 6
Joined: July 2012

Cake & Candles

FRIDAY  |  DEC 14
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
DEC. MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

FRIDAY  |  DEC 21
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
DEC. MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

Al &  Warren assist Sinead MacNamara in a demonstration 
of tension, which is paramount in bridge design.

33 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing on 12/14

As to not promote gambling to children, there will 
not be a Queen of Hearts drawing the week of 12/1.
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The Rotary Club of Syracuse, 
Inc. is comprised of two 
entities; the Club which 
was chartered on June 1, 
1912 as Club Number 42, 
and the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm 
of the Club founded in 1957. 

Together, the Club and 
the Foundation have 
served the Greater 
Syracuse community with 
uncommon distinction and 
vigor, leaving a long trail 
of accomplishment in the 
best of Rotary’s traditions, 
all of which has contributed 
to giving The Rotary Club 
of Syracuse an honored 
position in our community.

SYRACUSE 
ROTARY PRESS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2018
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Rassin told Burt, who accepted the 
award on May’s behalf, that the UK has 
repeatedly demonstrated 
an unwavering commit-
ment toward a polio-free 
world. 

“Britain’s leadership in 
making multiyear com-
mitments in support of 
global polio eradica-
tion has been an exam-
ple for other countries 
to follow,” Rassin said. 
He added that flexible 
funding from the UK 
has given the Global 
Polio Eradication Ini-
tiative  more resources to 
respond quickly to “dy-
namic needs.”

Under May’s leadership in 2017, the 
UK pledged about $130 million to the 
GPEI for 2017-19, bringing the coun-
try’s cumulative support for polio erad-
ication to $1.6 billion — second only 
to the United States. May has also been 
a strong advocate for other countries in 
the G-20 and G-7 to maintain their 
financial and political support for a po-
lio-free world, Rassin said. 

“The UK remains committed to 
reaching our goal of eradicating po-

lio and ensuring that no 
child suffers from polio 
again,” Burt said. “We are 
very proud of the con-
tribution we have made 
to setting polio on the 
road to becoming his-
tory. I want to take this 
opportunity again to 
thank all those involved 
in the fight against po-
lio, especially those on 
the ground working in 
incredibly difficult cir-
cumstances, and Rotary 
colleagues all around the 
world who have helped us 
reach this point.”

Rotary established the 
Polio Eradication Champion Award in 
1996 to recognize heads of state, health 
agency leaders, and others who have 
made significant contributions to end-
ing polio. Past recipients include Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
Nigerian President Muhammadu Bu-
hari, and former UN Secretary-Gener-
al Ban Ki-moon.  z

Polio Champion Award                                                                        <<  from pg.  2

Alistair Burt, left, the UK minister of 
state for international development 
and minister of state for the Middle 
East, accepts the Polio Eradication 
Champion Award from RI President 
Barry Rassin.

NOTICE: THERE WILL BE NO SYRACUSE ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 
on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28 or FRIDAY, JANUARY 4 

in observance of CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR'S DAY


