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New Member Profile: Paul Szemkow
Membership Committee

Paul Szemkow was officially induct-
ed into The Rotary Club of Syracuse on 
November 2. 

Paul started his academic career at 
Eisenhower College in 1970. He earned 
a B.S. in Environmental Science from 
the State University of New York, Em-
pire State College in 1976. Then after 
many thesis iterations, family and work 
obligations, he achieved a M.P.S. in 
Mapping Sciences from SUNY-ESF in 
2002. 

After a short stint with the USGS 
Water Testing Division, Paul Szemkow 
joined ESF in August of 1978 as an 
Instructional Support Technician. He 
initially was dividing his time between 
the Forest Engineering Department 
and the Paper Science and Engineering 
Department. His roles in Paper Science 
included being the fourth hand on the 
Paper Machine including maintenance 
and construction support, paper lab 
testing, and various research duties. His 

This Week: Uganda & the Mountain Gorillas
A presentation from our own Gary Wilson

Program Committee

For the past thirteen 
years Nancy and Gary 
Wilson having been 
working with a small 
village in Uganda to 
help them improve 
their lot in life.

In January 2005 Nan-
cy and Gary traveled 
to East Africa with a 
group of friends. The 
last stop on their three week safari was 
the village of Kinyamaseke in South-
western Uganda near the Congo border. 
They spent several days there, getting 
to know the villagers, sharing meals of 
Cassava and green bananas with them, 
and learning about their incredibly dif-
ficult way of life. 

Theirs is a life of hunger, disease and 
crushing poverty. Most live in mud 

and wattle houses with 
thatched roofs that leak 
during the rainy season. 
They are primarily sub-
sistence farmers, grow-
ing what little they can 
on their small plots of 
land. Drought and fam-
ine are a constant con-
cern. At the time, there 
was no electricity, and 
their nearest water sup-

ply was a two mile walk from the village. 
They have few possessions, and home 
decorations often consist of a few pic-
tures torn from the pages of old maga-
zines. Malaria, Aids and other tropical 
diseases sicken and kill a large number 
of children and adults. 

Remarkably, they remain a friendly, 
caring and generous people. The Wil-
sons were touched by the way so many 

HAVE AN IDEA FOR A PROGRAM? 
Email Program Chair, Denny Baldwin at:

drbaldwin32@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER 9
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Board of 
Directors November Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Gary Wilson: Meet the Gorillas

NOVEMBER 16
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
November Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Dale Cocca: OCCRA

NOVEMBER 23
NO CLUB ACTIVITY 
Thanksgiving Break

NOVEMBER 30
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Sinead MacNamara: Bridge Design

DECEMBER 7
11:45 am 

SYRACUSE ROTARY'S ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY PARTY FOR STUDENTS 

OF THE SYRACUSE CITY SCHOOLS

COME EARLY ~ STAY LATE

A Look Ahead

see NEWLY page 2 >>
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major role with Forest Engineering 
was to provide support for the various 
Surveying courses offered. This includ-
ed maintenance and support for all the 
surveying equipment and instructional 
duties for seven lab periods per week in 
the Fall semester (’78, ’79, ’80). 

Recently, Paul has retired from ESF 
after 40 years of service. The first three 
years were bouncing back and forth 
between the two departments. Paul 
was promoted to Instructional Sup-
port Specialist for the Faculty of En-
vironmental Resources and Forest En-
gineering, with minor duties with the 
Paper Science Department. Over the 
years his responsibilities have expand-
ed to include support for the instruc-
tion and research in Global Positioning 
Systems, Surveying, remote sensing, 
photogrammetry, Geographical Infor-
mation Systems and related mapping 
sciences. In addition, he suppled sup-
port and instruction for the Hydrolog-
ical programs for the department. Also, 
for the last two decades, he has been 
the instructor for various campus GPS 
courses. At retirement his title was Se-
nior Instructional Support Specialist 
for the Faculty of Environmental Re-
sources Engineering.

Professionally, Paul has been a mem-
ber of American Society for Pho-
togrammetry and Remote Sensing 
(ASPRS). He has reviewed various 
papers and served on committees. He 
was elected as Secretary/Treasurer, 
Vice-President and President of the 
Central New York Region (ASPRS).  
During his tenure as President, he in-
stituted the corporate contributions to 
the “Student of the Year” award, given 
to the best mapping science students 
in the state. Currently, (since the mid 
90’s) he has been the editor for the 
award-winning Central New York 

Region’s newsletter, “The Central Per-
spective”.

He was a member of the Council 
for Geospatial Modeling & Analysis 
(CGMA) and on the Advisory Com-
mittee for the NYS GIS Conference.

Paul’s two major hobbies are scout-
ing and bowling. Paul has been a mem-
ber of the SU & ESF Faculty & Staff 
Bowling League since 1980. He has 
been President, Vice-President, Trea-
surer and Secretary for the league. 

Starting in 1997 as Secretary, he has 
provided the weekly standing sheets 
with more information than you would 
want to know. To foster fun and good 
will, several initiatives are provided: 
pizza for the team with the previous 
week’s high game, the “Fly” and “Mos-
quito” for the bowlers with the lowest 
handicap series (shot of beer awarded), 
over 200 games highlights, and a 50/50 
raffle. This year the league gave $170 to 
veterans through the Bowlers Victory 
Legion. 

Paul presents the end of the season 
awards and business meeting, which 
remains a highlight of the year. Show-
casing the highs and lows of the season, 
emphasizing individual accomplish-
ments and the distribution of prize 
monies and awards. A well-received 
award is a bottle of maple syrup which 
Paul initiated a few years ago. 

Paul has been in Boy Scouting as a 
youth and adult; reaching Life Scout as 
a youth, and a Scoutmaster as an adult. 
He has been affiliated with Troop 51 
in Fayetteville since the mid 90’s, in 
several roles as Scoutmaster, Assistant 
Scoutmaster, Committee Chair and 
Merit Badge councilor. His current 
role as ASM is with the Eagle Scout 
committee, where Scouts are mentored 
toward earning their Eagle Scout rank. 

In celebration of this accomplish-
ment, Paul solicits congratulatory let-

ters from government agencies, poli-
ticians and celebrities. The letters and 
memorabilia are presented to the Eagle 
Scout at his Court of Honor as a me-
mento of his accomplishments. 

Leadership in the Scouting pro-
gram is very important skill to learn 
and nurture. Of course, Eagle Scouts 
demonstrate leadership through their 
advancements and projects. Young-
er Scouts learn about leadership skills 
through Paul’s day long Junior Leader-
ship Training workshop which he pro-
vides at least once a year.

Another duty that Paul performs as 
ASM is to head the Maple Syrup Sale. 
Paul’s connection with ESF’s maple 
syrup operation in Tully provides the 
syrup and bottling for the sale. This 
fund raiser offers Scouts sales expe-
rience and monies into their Scout 
Account. Last Spring the Troop sold 
nearly 118 gallons and returned nearly 
$3400 to the scout accounts.

In retirement, Paul looks forward to 
continuing service to the local commu-
nities. The Rotary organization’s Motto 
“Service Above Self ” fits well with this 
philosophy. Fostering fellowship and 
networks will be an additional benefit.

Welcome to the Club, Paul.  z

Newly minted Rotarian Paul Szemkow                          <<  from pg.  1

Paul Szemkow shortly after receiving his Rotary pin.



Page - 3

FRIDAY  |  NOV 9
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
NOV. MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

36 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing on 11/9

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

NO ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS

FRIDAY DECEMBER 7 STARTING AT 11:45AM
THE ONONDAGA ROOM DRUMLINS

FRIDAY  |  NOV 16
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
NOV. MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

The Wilsons' Uganda                            <<  from pg.  1

of the villagers used their few meager resources to assist 
those even less fortunate than they. At the conclusion of 
their visit, they were treated to a beautiful Christian wor-
ship service, a huge party, and a soccer game. 

The Wilsons fell in love with the people of this impov-
erished village and, upon their return to Syracuse began 
working with their church, friends and family to provide 
assistance to the villagers. Their primary focus has been on 
education, developing a reliable potable water supply and 
alleviating hunger.

Since their first visit, the Wilsons have returned to the 
village on four occasions bringing supplies, guiding the 
church youth group, friends and family, and on one occa-
sion attending the wedding of two students they supported 
through college. Each visit has included a few days on sa-
fari. Their latest visit in the fall of 2017 included a once-in-
a-lifetime trek to the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest in search 
of the rare Mountain Gorillas.

Gary joined Syracuse Rotary in 2007 and is a past presi-
dent, serving for the 2013-14 Rotary year.  z

You Must See Gorillas in Uganda
Mountain gorillas can only survive in the wild
Hillary Richard  |  National Geographic  ==> READ MORE

EXCERPT ~ Sitting in silence on the cold ground of a 
Ugandan forest for 60 minutes might be one of life’s great-
est privileges. There are fewer than 900 mountain gorillas in 
existence, and gorilla trekking provides a rare opportunity 
to observe the everyday interactions of these gentle, myste-
rious primates.

Mountain gorillas only live in the dense vegetation of 
Uganda’s Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park and 
along the dormant volcanic Virunga mountain range that 
stretches across Rwanda’s Volcanoes National Park, Ugan-
da’s Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, and Virunga Nation-
al Park in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

In 1981, environmentalists estimated there were only 254 
mountain gorillas left in the world, but the small popula-
tion is rising slowly thanks to intense international conser-
vation efforts. Since these critically endangered creatures 
can’t survive in captivity, the only way to see them is by 
trekking up to their natural habitat: misty cloud forests that 
can reach altitudes of 14,763 feet.

There are two gorilla trekking spots in Uganda: Bwindi 
Impenetrable Forest National Park and Mgahinga Goril-
la National Park. Gorillas don’t pay mind to political bor-
ders, so populations across the Virungas are relatively fluid. 
Uganda has an edge, however, since Bwindi alone is home 
to half of the world’s mountain gorillas.

Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park is an ancient, 
montane and lowland forest spanning 128 square miles. 

Mgahinga Gorilla National Park accounts for 13 square 
miles of the larger Virunga habitat, which stretches across 
168 square miles into Rwanda and the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo.  z

READ THE ENTIRE ARTICLE AT: www.nationalgeographic.com

A male gorilla shows its teeth as its family lounges in Uganda's Mgahinga Gorilla 
National Park. PHOTOGRAPH BY STEVE BLOOM IMAGES, ALAMY

THE 2018 HOLIDAY PARTY

OVER 50 KIDS, SANTA, ELVES, FACE PAINTING, MAGIC 
MANDATORY FOR EVERY SYRACUSE ROTARIAN

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/destinations/africa/uganda/reasons-trek-see-mountain-gorillas-uganda/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/destinations/africa/uganda/reasons-trek-see-mountain-gorillas-uganda/
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The Rotary Club of Syracuse, 
Inc. is comprised of two 
entities; the Club which 
was chartered on June 1, 
1912 as Club Number 42, 
and the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm 
of the Club founded in 1957. 

Together, the Club and 
the Foundation have 
served the Greater 
Syracuse community with 
uncommon distinction and 
vigor, leaving a long trail 
of accomplishment in the 
best of Rotary’s traditions, 
all of which has contributed 
to giving The Rotary Club 
of Syracuse an honored 
position in our community.
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November 1, 2018 
 
 
Dear Current President, 
 
On behalf of our District Governor, Marv Joslyn and our organizing committee, 
 
I would like to thank you and your club members who were involved in putting together the 
World Polio Day Celebrations in Syracuse New York on October 24th, 2018. It was an honor to 
receive a Proclamation from Syracuse Mayor Ben Walsh on behalf of District 7150. The flag 
raising ceremony touched many hearts, especially our polio survivors. 
 
We know what a huge effort it took to make this first annual celebration so great. 
We had so much fun from the beginning till the end. We can't say enough about the panel 
discussion speakers, location, the atmosphere, and the food that was donated by Baldwinsville 
Rotary Club, and of course the main event! 
 
What a wonderful experience to hear real experiences from polio survivors! We can’t wait for 
your suggestions and creativity for our next year’s event. 

Let’s start planning NOW for October 2019 Celebrations.  

Again, thank you for your participation in this worthy cause. 

 

Yours In Rotary Service, 
 

Blessed U. Sikhosana 
______________________ 
Blessed U. Sikhosana-Bird      
Assistant Governor 2018-2021 
Organizing Chair, World Polio Day  
Area 6, Rotary District 7150 
(315) 863-1649 
bsikosana@hotmail.com 
 

Thank you from DG Marv Joslyn, ADG Blessed Sikhosana 
and the World Polio Day 2018 organizing committee


