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This Week: The Manlius Art Cinema
Nat Tobin has owned the historic movie house for 26 years

Program Committee

By Hannah Duncan, Newhouse 
Communication Center ~ When peo-
ple go to the Manlius Art Cinema, 
they are immediately greeted with 
the smell of popcorn, a kind atmo-
sphere, and some very friendly faces.

Nat Tobin has owned the Manlius 
Art Cinema for the past 25 years. He 
also ran the independent Westcott 
Cinema near the Syracuse University 
campus between 1997 and 2007. Ac-
cording to Tobin, his time at West-
cott was when he began talking to 
the audience before starting the movie, 
a tradition he continues today.

“The reaction I got was almost im-
mediate,” Tobin said. “The audience 
liked knowing who was in charge of 
the theater, they liked hearing about the 
changes that I was going to bring, they 
liked hearing about the films, so I just 
continued doing it and I continued it at 
both theaters. When I was at either one 

I would talk to the audience and I still 
do it here when there’s enough people 
in the audience to talk to.”

Tobin was first interested in the film 
business because a family friend was the 
senior vice president of United Artists, 
and he helped Tobin get involved in 
movie advertising. When he came to 
Central New York he was doing adver-

Scene & Herd Reboot: A Recap of 10/19
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, October 19 ~ Prez Kev presided 
in Members Lounge, leading us in the 
usual pledge, calling on PP Brad to in-
spire us with a “louder than ever” rendi-
tion of God Bless America and then in-
viting PP Bob Sherburne to the podium 
to share a thoughtful invocation which 
celebrated Rotary’s tradition of service 
above self, citing Marriott’s “good samar-
itan” Charles as a fine example. 

Prez Kev encouraged us all to attend 
Rotary’s World Polio Day celebration, 
3 PM next Wednesday, October 24, at 
City Hall Commons, with our Rotarian 
guest Blessed Sikhosana-Bird filling in 
the details. Kudos to Bob Sargent who 
recently received an engineering alumni 
award from his alma mater, University of 
Michigan, honoring his personification 
of the College of Engineering’s tradition 
of excellence. Way to go, Bob!

HAVE AN IDEA FOR A PROGRAM? 
Email Program Ch, Denny Baldwin at:

drbaldwin32@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER 2
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Nat Tobin: Manlius Art Cinema

NOVEMBER 9
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Board of 
Directors November Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Gary Wilson: Meet the Gorillas

NOVEMBER 16
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
November Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Dale Cocca: OCCRA

NOVEMBER 23
NO CLUB ACTIVITY 
Thanksgiving Break

NOVEMBER 30
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Sinead MacNamara: Bridge Design

A Look Ahead

Owner Nat Tobin often welcomes visitors to the Manlius Art 
Cinema by introducing the films before they start.

Hannah Duncan

see BLESSED page 3 >>
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tising for the Cinema National Theatre 
Circuit, and eventually the man who 
owned the Manlius Art Cinema asked 
Tobin if he was interested in buying 
it. Eileen Lowell, Tobin’s wife, said 
she loves her husband’s passion for 
the industry.

“About 12 years ago, I seem to 
have married a popcorn machine,” 
Lowell joked.

Lowell is a retired high school 
teacher. After she retired she spent 
more and more time with her hus-
band and the business, and her 
love for the film industry grew as 
well. She shares most of the deci-
sion-making, but Tobin has the final 
say because of his relationship with 
the people.

“He knows the audience a little 
better than I do,” Lowell said.

Different than a typical movie 
theater, the films shown are not just 
the newest releases or most pop-
ular movies. Tobin said he uses his 
knowledge of the audience to decide 
whether they will like a film. It also 
depends on what is available and 
whether the distributor wants an in-
dependent theater in the run. Lowell 
believes that what they do as a small 
local cinema is very important to the 
community.

Lowell also can see the impact 
they have on the area.

“I think that we’re part of the cul-
tural fabric of Syracuse,” Lowell said. 
“We add value to the community, 
because we add to the arts, to the social 
sciences, to all those things that good 
films bring to communities, and that to 
me is really most important.”

Lowell said the biggest challenge for 
the cinema is in the way the studios 
market their movies now, and just sur-
viving as a small theater in general as 
the industry changes, but she knows it 
is worth it.

“The foreign language teacher and 
French teacher part of me just keeps 
going when I’m here, because I can help 

select movies that are enlightening, that 
help people learn the rest of their lives 
instead of just while they’re in school,” 

Lowell said. “It’s very rewarding, being 
able to provide that warm atmosphere 
where people are comfortable and 
would prefer to come to us because this 
is more homelike to them than a big 
impersonal theater.”

A lot has changed for the cinema over 
the years. The equipment has changed 
from two 1940s vintage drive-in pro-
jectors to the current digital setup. They 
also now show alternative content like 
performances from National Theatre 
Live and Royal Shakespeare that they 

hope to expand on in the future. Also, 
when Tobin started it was typical for 
a film to run six or seven weeks and it 
was not unusual for it to go up to 12 
weeks, but he said that is not the case 

anymore.
“These days if a film goes three 

weeks it’s a long time,” Tobin said. 
“The attention span is shorter for 
the public, and the distributors are 
trying to rush films out of the the-
ater and onto other platforms.”

Tobin said one thing that has re-
mained constant is his love for the 
job and the people he gets to know 
because of it.

“It’s nice to be able to go around 
and, Eileen and I kid that if I don’t 
know two people everywhere I go, 
I’m not happy,” Tobin said. “Peo-
ple like to tell us how much they 
enjoy the theater and the stuff that 
we show. It’s a rewarding thing to 
do and right now I can’t see stop-
ping doing it because we like it so 
much.”

In 1918, it was The Stand the-
atre, owned by Arthur and Arvilla 
Eastwood. In 1931, it became The 
Seville, owned by F. Denison Rich-
burg and W. Howard Judge. In 
1948, the cinema was sold and re-
opened as The Colonial Theater. In 
1992, it became The Manlius Art 
Cinema under the management of 
Tobin and Lowell.

On Dec. 8, the cinema will hold 
its 100th-year anniversary celebra-
tion with a series of five films; “ET,” 
“Moonrise Kingdom,” “In Bruges,” 

“Loving Vincent” and “The Big Leb-
owski.” They will charge 10 cents per 
ticket — the price back in 1918.

The selection of their films was inten-
tionally diverse. “ET” was chosen for its 
family-appeal, as was “Moonrise King-
dom”. While Tobin originally wanted 
to showcase a foreign film, they plan to 
show “In Bruges” instead, a 2008 film, 
centered in Belgium, by director Mar-
tin McDonagh of “Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri.  z
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100 years at 135 E. Seneca St. in Manlius                      <<  from pg.  1



Page - 3

Cake & Candles

JAMES 'JIM' MORROW
Birthday: November 1
Joined: April 2012

FRIDAY  |  NOV 9
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
NOV. MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

37 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing on 11/2

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

We helped celebrate Ray Leach’s 91st (count ‘em) birthday, 
singing half a step high to honor his elevated achievement….

We then sang to our only guest—Onondaga North Rotar-
ian (and our speaker today), Blessed Sikhosana-Bird. Lucky 
Ray Leach won the right again to draw for the 50/50’s Red 
Queen, but alas his luck ran out, leaving the $5 to Jim Yonai.

Lots of happy dollars today, with one from Dr. Daya (hap-
py to be here), $6 from Jim Yonai (for each of his grand-
children), another from Blessed (going to Ottawa to see her 
grandkids) and yet another from Bob Sargent (appreciates 
the recognition for his alumni award).

Prez Kev introduced our speaker, Blessed Sikhosana-Bird, 
who graced us in a beautiful native dress from her former 
home in Zimbabwe. Blessed praised the article in this week’s 
Press and told us of her enthusiasm for Rotary, right here 
in Syracuse and all over the world. A resident of the US 
for over 20 years, Blessed shared with us the sad fact that 
kids—especially girls—in Africa are systematically denied an 
education. Thanks largely to her grandmother who was an 
amazing force in her very poor family of 10 kids, Blessed was 
an exception as her grandmother protected her from an early 
marriage to a old man—a common tradition in Zimbabwe 
(then Northern Rhodesia), enabling her to go on to become 
educated and successful. 

It seems Grandmother Sikhosana also protected her sib-
lings as well as today all are educated and enjoying blessed 
lives. Blessed told us that a white Rotarian in her home town 
in Zimbabwe also helped save the day for her family by vol-
untarily offering valuable financial and other assistance to the 
family after learning in the local paper that she and others 
were kicked out of school because they didn’t have the mon-
ey for the fees—talk about service above self ! As a conse-
quence, after she came to the States, following her education 
and employment (currently she has two degrees and works a 
psychotherapist at Catholic Charities), Blessed was inspired 
to found a 501c3 non profit to help young Zimbabwean girls 
go to school. It’s called Blessed Sikhosana Foundation, Inc. 
(BSF) and helps pay school fees for young girls living in the 
remote villages of Sigola and Bulawayo in Zimbabwe who 
mainly come from “no income” families. 

She invited each of us to consider a contribution to BSF 
to help her fight to educate young girls in Zimbabwe and 
decrease negative cultural attitudes and practices, such a fe-
male genital mutilation and early marriages. You can send 
your gift to BSF at 105 Sudbury Drive, Liverpool, NY 13088. 
If you have any questions, Blessed urges you to contact her at 
315 863 1649. What a powerful presentation by an articulate 
educated woman—and Rotarian at that— who just happens 
to be the niece of the famed Nelson Mandala whose adage 
Blessed left us with: “Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.” Amen to that.  z

Blessed's life altered by a Rotarian   <<  from pg.  1

New Member Induction
Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  
Syracuse, Inc., the following prospective member: Paul 
Szemkow, has been approved for membership in The 
Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. by the Board of Directors on 
October 12, 2018. 
The individual listed below has voluntarily submitted an 
application for membership to the Rotary Club of Syracuse, 
Inc. via electronic form at www.syracuserotary.org. 
Paul will be officially inducted into The Rotary Club of 
Syracuse on Friday, November 2, 2018. Paul lists Mapping 
Sciences, Scouting, outdoor activities, and bowling as 
interests.  He is married to his wife Joyce and they reside in 
Blossvale NY, northeast of Syracuse. Paul is a retired Senior 
Instructional Support Specialist at SUNY E.S.F.

*********************************************************************
DATE OF APPLICATION:  ............................SEPTEMBER 28, 2018
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER:  .................................PAUL SZEMKOW
FIRM/EMPLOYER:  ............................................................ SUNY ESF 
POSITION / TITLE:  ...................................................... RETIRED
CLASSIFICATION:  ....................................................................... TBD
SYRACUSE ROTARIAN SPONSOR:  .....................RAMON LEACH
RECEIVED VIA: ....................... WEBSITE APPLICATION FORM
*********************************************************************

Welcome to Syracuse Rotary, Paul!
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The Rotary Club of Syracuse, 
Inc. is comprised of two 
entities; the Club which 
was chartered on June 1, 
1912 as Club Number 42, 
and the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm 
of the Club founded in 1957. 

Together, the Club and 
the Foundation have 
served the Greater 
Syracuse community with 
uncommon distinction and 
vigor, leaving a long trail 
of accomplishment in the 
best of Rotary’s traditions, 
all of which has contributed 
to giving The Rotary Club 
of Syracuse an honored 
position in our community.

SYRACUSE 
ROTARY PRESS
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2018

Pleasant T. Rowland Foundation 
Awards Grant to The Reading League
Training model to expand nationally with $9 million grant 

The Reading League

Syracuse, NY ~ The Reading League, 
a Central New York nonprofit orga-
nization that trains educators on evi-
dence-based practices to improve read-
ing instruction, has received a grant of 
$4 million to expand its programs na-
tionally. Pleasant T. Rowland Founda-
tion has awarded the three-year grant, 
along with a $5 million pledge for an 
endowment fund.

The Reading League will use the 
grant to expand its mission of increas-
ing the awareness,understanding, and 
use of evidence-based reading instruc-
tion to improve literacy rates in the 
United States.

“This is a powerful vote of confi-
dence in our mission,” states Dr. Maria 
Murray, founder, CEO, and Chief Ac-
ademic Officer of The Reading League. 
“We are extremely grateful for Pleas-
ant Rowland’s vision and dedication to 
helping teachers improve the way they 
teach reading. We have long admired 
her commitment to scientifically-based 
reading instruction.” The Reading 
League is creating a fund with the 
Central New York Community Foun-
dation for management of this grant 
and other future gifts.

Pleasant Rowland, creator of Amer-
ican Girl, is a noted educator, business 
leader, and philanthropist whose career 
began as a primary-grade teacher. Her 
lifelong interest in teaching children 
to read grew from her classroom ex-
perience and ultimately led to her au-
thorship of reading and language arts 
programs used widely for over 40 years 
in schools throughout the country. She 
states, “Reading is at the heart of all 
achievement. Without it, the American 
dream is out of reach. With it, anything 
is possible.”

Educators are hungry for the 
knowledge that stagnates in the re-
search-to-practice pipeline, and The 
Reading League is here to help clear 
the way. They offer innovative and 
meaningful professional development 
to thousands of educators through bi-
monthly Live Events, and through 
their annual conference that features 
reading experts from across the US and 
around the globe. 

They also partner with individual 
schools and districts to disseminate re-
search findings on approaches to teach-
ing reading that achieve maximum in-
structional impact, and they provide 
school-based coaches to support edu-
cators as they refine their practices.  z
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