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This Week: AG Blessed Sikhosana-Bird
Founder of Girls Education In Sigola –Bulawayo, Zimbabwe

Program Committee

Our District 7150 Assis-
tant Governor is the found-
er of the Blessed Sikhosana 
Foundation, Inc. (BSF) a 
registered New York State, 
not-for-profit organization 
founded in 2004.

BSF helps pay school 
fees for young girls living 
in the remote villages of 
Sigola, Bulawayo in Zim-
babwe who mainly come from “no in-
come” families. Its primary purpose is to 
decrease negative cultural attitudes and 
practices, such as female genital mutila-
tion and early marriages.

“As a child born in the Motherland 
of Africa, in the African Township of 
Mzilikazi in Bulawayo-Zimbabwe, my 
grandmother taught me the importance 
of education to be an essential element 
of the empowerment of any child in the 
world particularly girls and women.

I agree with Nelson Mandela’s adage: 
"Education is the most powerful weap-
on which you can use to change the 
world.” 

Therefore as a society, it is imperative 
we work towards breaking down the 
walls preventing girls and women from 
receiving quality education. 

For example, in my culture, as boys 
depart for school, girls are often forced 
to walk many miles to fetch water or to 
stay home, work and care for their fam-
ilies, or are told that sending a girl to 
school is simply too expensive. Insecu-
rity traveling to school, a shortage of fe-

male teachers and the lack of 
separate toilets also prevent 
girls from staying in school.

Girls with access to educa-
tion not only vastly improve 
their own lives but also bring 
positive change to their fam-
ilies, communities, econo-
mies, and societies. I know 
this to be true. Educated 
girls have children later and 
smaller families overall. Girls 

who attend school are better equipped 
to protect themselves from malnutri-
tion, deadly diseases, trafficking and 
sexual exploitation. We know if girls 
stay in school, their life opportunities 
dramatically expand. 

Research says women who are unedu-
cated are likely to die during pregnancy 
or when giving birth. Their offspring are 
more likely not to survive past the age 
of five or thrive at school and in life. 

However, it is not just girls needing 
education. We must, first and foremost, 
educate our boys and young men to re-
spect girls and women. This will reduce 
and address systemic discrimination 
and the perpetuating cycle of patriarchy 
that inhibits girls and undermines hu-
man rights and inequality. 

Blessed is a newlywed, married in 
June to Bernie Bird. She has an M.A. in 
Marriage & Family Therapy from Syra-
cuse University, an M.A. in Internation-
al Relations & Human Rights Studies 
from th Maxwell School of Citizenship 
and Public Affairs at S.U., and a B.A.S.c 
in Paralegal Studies from S.U.    z
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OCTOBER 19
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee October Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Blessed Sikhosana:  

Girls Education in Zimbabwe

OCTOBER 26
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Mike Veley: 

SU Sports Management

NOVEMBER 2
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
David Prince: 

Syracuse University Art Curator

NOVEMBER 9
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Board od 
Directors November Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Gary Wilson: Meet the Gorillas

A Look Ahead

Blessed Sikhosan-Bird
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University of Michigan a Test-Bed for 
On-demand Transportation System
First deployment will focus on the ride-sharing aspect

Michigan Engineer News Center

A first-of-its-kind on-demand trans-
portation system is being piloted at U-M 
as the RITMO Transit urban mobility 
system begins a limited test deployment 
on North Campus. RITMO, which 
stands for Reinventing Public Urban 
Transportation and Mobility, aims to 
mash up aspects of Uber-style ride shar-
ing and fixed-route buses to form a more 
convenient, more efficient and less costly 
transportation system. This pilot is be-
ing conducted by Michigan Engineer-
ing; U-M Logistics, Transportation and 
Parking; and U-M Information Tech-
nology Services in partnership with Ford 
Motor Company.

About 100 test riders are using a cus-
tom-built smartphone app to hail free 
rides between pre-set stops in an area 
on the North Campus at the University 
of Michigan. Riders are shuttled by pro-
fessional drivers in a six-vehicle fleet of 
shared Ford Transit shuttle vans. 

Slated to run for several weeks, this first 
deployment will focus on the ride-shar-
ing aspect of the system. Its immediate 
goal is to hone the technology and gauge 
rider response.

“Nobody has seen anything like this 
before, so gauging rider reaction is our 
No. 1 goal for this first deployment,” said 
Pascal Van Hentenryck, the Seth Bond-
er Collegiate Professor of Industrial and 
Operations Engineering at U-M and the 
lead researcher on RITMO. “The data we 
gather will be a great help to us as we ex-
pand RITMO across North Campus and 
beyond in the months and years ahead.”

The next phase of deployment will in-
clude all of North Campus and several 
surrounding neighborhoods, as well as 
Central Campus and Michigan Med-
icine. At that point, the system could 
significantly ease the parking crunch on 
U-M's campuses by providing a conve-

nient alternative to driving that entices 
more staff, students and faculty from sur-
rounding neighborhoods to leave their 
cars at home.

Eventually, Van Hentenryck envisions 
the ride-sharing system as one compo-
nent in a larger transportation system 
that combines hailable shared-ride ser-
vice with a network of high-frequency 
buses. This “hub-and-shuttle” system 
could eventually expand across U-M’s 
campus and beyond. Van Hentenryck 
says the system could get riders to their 
destination in half the time of the exist-
ing bus system, at the same or lower cost.

The core U-M system would remain 
free to users, though he believes that 
eventually, riders will be able to choose 
from several different transportation op-
tions for a given journey. The user data 
collected in this test rollout will be used 
to inform the later stages of RITMO, 
helping the team tailor the model to rid-
ers.

“From a data science standpoint, this is  
a fascinating optimization problem,” Van 
Hentenryck said. “What are the mobility 
patterns in Ann Arbor? How do you de-
fine the size of the fleets. Where do you 
put the high-frequency buses, and how 
many? Those are the kinds of questions 
we’re answering with the data we collect.”

Other U-M departments involved in 
the project include the U-M Transporta-
tion Research Institute; the Department 
of Emergency Medicine; the Taubman 
College of Architecture and Urban Plan-
ning; the Department of Electrical En-
gineering and Computer Science; U-M 
Logistics, Transportation; and Parking 
and Advanced Research Computing – 
Technology services. Development of 
the system is funded with a $1.4 million 
grant from the Michigan Institute for 
Data Science (MIDAS) and the Seth 
Bonder Foundation.  z

DG Marv Visits 
Syracuse Rotary
Editor  |  Jim Morrow

Syracuse Rotary has been on the 
list of official visits for DG Marv 
since he took office in July. When 
he left Drumlins last Friday there 
were only three Clubs to go be-
fore concluding his exhaustive dis-
trict-wide, 43-Club tour.

If the enthusiastic response 
Marv received from those in atten-
dance for his official visit is any in-
dication, the Governor has honed 
his message well and is on his way 
to ensuring Rotary grows in Cen-
tral New York.

The Governor spoke from the 
heart and challenged everyone 
to implement purposeful acts of 
kindness in the community, using 
his own experience at a Dunkin 
drive-thru to illustrate. He gave a 
few inspirations for acts of kind-
ness, including; Send get well cards 
to people in the hospital or holiday 
cards to soldiers overseas; Sponsor 
an hour of free ice cream cones at 
your local dairy bar; Give out Rota-
ry pens - who doesn't need a good 
pen?; Coordinate a collection to 
help a local animal shelter; Deliver 
donuts to volunteer ambulance and 
fire departments, especially on the 
holidays.

He also promoted visiting oth-
er Rotary Clubs as a great way to 
learn more about Rotary and get 
to know our fellow Rotarians. He 
said to bring a friend and get your 
passport signed.

The final challenge issued by 
DG Marv is for clubs to find a 
way to honor the progress our 
organization has made towards 
eradicating polio by doing some-
thing special to mark World Po-
lio Day on October 24th.

Thank you for your visit, Marv. 
It was certainly worth the wait.  z



Page - 3

39 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing on 10/19

Cake & Candles

RAMON 'RAY' LEACH
Birthday: October 17
Joined: May 1974

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
ANOTHER FALCONE FRENCH FACT

The main meal in France is at noon often lasting 
two hours. The beverage of choice? WINE.

FRIDAY  |  OCT 19
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
OCT. MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

Robert Sargent Awarded
The 15-year Rotarian honored by U-M

Editor  |  Jim Morrow

The University of Michigan has 
established a recognition program to 
honor those alumni who personify the 
College’s tradition of excellence. There 
are four categories of awards present-
ed annually during the university's 
homecoming celebration. The catego-
ries are:
ALUMNI MEDAL AWARD:
Presented to one alumnus/a who has 
shown extraordinary achievement in 

their field and brought distinction to Michigan Engineer-
ing. It is the highest accolade awarded by the Michigan En-
gineering Alumni Board. 
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI SERVICE AWARD:
Presented to one alumnus/a who has generously volun-
teered service to further College projects and activities. 
OUTSTANDING RECENT ALUMNI AWARD: 
Recognizing the meritorious contributions by an alum in 
the early stages of his/her career. Recipients have either 
graduated from Michigan Engineering within the last ten 
years or are no more than 35 years old. Recipients are se-
lected based on their demonstrated leadership skills, profes-
sional contribution and service to the community or Mich-
igan Engineering. 
THE ALUMNI DEPARTMENT MERIT AWARDS: 
Recognizing distinction at the department level, one award 
is presented from each academic department. Bob Sargent, 
Professor Emeritus of Electrical Engineering and Com-
puter Science, Syracuse University was awarded for the In-
dustrial and Operations Engineering department.  z

Congratulations, Bob from all of us at Syracuse Rotary!

Robert 'Bob' Sargent joined 
Syracuse Rotary in 2003.

World Polio Day Syracuse
Wednesday, October 24 at 3PM

District 7150  |  Editor, The Rotary Press

Every single Syracuse Rotarian is invited and encouraged 
to bring others to the Atrium at City Hall on 201 East 
Washington Street in downtown Syracuse on October 24 
at 3:00PM for World Polio Day Syracuse.

Polio survivors will share their personal stories, remind-
ing us of the devastating effects of the disease. A panel of 
medical professionals will lead discussions on the eradica-
tion effort and current status of the fight. Learn how Rotary 
has led the way and what local volunteers are doing and can 
do to complete the mission.

Mayor Ben Walsh will issue an official proclamation of 
World Polio Day and raise the Rotary flag above City Hall.

 If you wish to volunteer to help prepare the space, set up 
and serve the refreshments, and be involved, arrive early ~ 
We could definitely use some extra hands!

Also, wear your End Polio Now red shirts on Wednesday, 
no matter what else you are doing to mark the day. Many 
thanks to the clubs that have also put together events and 
ways to promote awareness of our efforts to eradicate polio!

Get an update on the current status of eradication efforts

Hear from medical professionals on 
the importance of complete eradication

Learn how Rotary has led the way and what local 
volunteers are doing and can do to complete the mission

Listen as survivors of polio share their personal stories

Syracuse Rotary President, 
Kevin Visconti, District 7150 
Assistant Governor, Blessed 
Sikhosana-Bird, District 7150 
Governor, Marv Josln at Club 
meeting on October 12.



Get an update on the current status of eradication efforts

Hear from medical professionals on 
the importance of complete eradication

Learn how Rotary has led the way and what local 
volunteers are doing and can do to complete the mission

Listen as survivors of polio share their personal stories

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is comprised of two entities; the Club which was 
chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., 
the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. 

Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse community with 
uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long trail of accomplishment in the best of 
Rotary’s traditions, all of which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

SYRACUSE 
ROTARY PRESS
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2018


