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Scene & Herd Reboot: A Recap of 9/21
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, September 21 ~ Prez Kevin 
presided on a nice fallish day, with about 
25 members present in our old digs, the 
Onondaga Room. As usual we pledged, 
sang America (only after PP Brad asked 
how much we were offering for his song 
leadership) and then sat down to listen 
to PP John Lewien’s stream of con-
sciousness invocation concluding with a 
lovely prayer remembering summer.

We celebrated Warren “Joe” Young’s 
birthday, in absentia as he and Betsy 
were in Boston with family to see the 
great musical Hamilton. PP Brad hunt-
ed for the Red Queen on the 50/50 but 
missed, leaving the $5 to someone this 
writer missed…. Lots of happy dollars 
including one from PP Jim Glad (his 
daughter is moving closer to home), PP 
Jim Morrow (happy that his kids are 
back in school) and Maria Murray (hap-
py to be presenting today).

This Week: Volunteer Lawyer Project
Bethanie Hemingway: Volunteer Engagement Manager

Program Committee

Volunteer Lawyer Proj-
ect of Onondaga County 
(OnVLP) is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit legal aid orga-
nization that provides free 
legal information, assis-
tance, and representation 
in civil legal matters to 
low-income people. 

Their mission is to ex-
pand access to justice by 
identifying and meeting 
the unmet civil legal ser-
vices needs of low income people in 
Onondaga County through increas-
ing the pro bono participation of the 
legal community. Founded in 1991 by 
Onondaga County Bar Association, 
VLP has nearly 400 attorney and law 
student volunteers. They provide pro 
bono opportunities ranging from court-
based pro se assistance to ongoing full 

pro bono representation to 
brief consultations. 

In 2016, the OnVLP  
closed 3,185 cases, benefit-
ing over 8,000 community 
members in matters affect-
ing the essentials of life 
such as housing, family and 
income maintenance.

The areas of law OnVLP 
specializes in include; Civil 
Rights, Community Devel-
opment, Consumer, Dis-
ability, Disaster and Emer-

gency Assistance, Education, Elder 
Law, Family & Juvenile, Health, HIV/
AIDS, Homeless, Housing, Immigra-
tion & Naturalization, Life Planning, 
Nonprofit Organizations, Public Bene-
fits, Taxes, Veterans, Reentry.

In April, the state's bar association 
honored OnVLP for connecting poor 

HAVE AN IDEA FOR A PROGRAM? 
Email Program Chair, Denny Baldwin at:

drbaldwin32@gmail.com
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SEPTEMBER 28
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Volunteer Lawyer Project, 

Bethanie Hemingway

OCTOBER 5
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Dr. Amy Tucker, Healthy Heart

OCTOBER 12
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors Oct. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
District Governor Official Visit

OCTOBER 19
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee Oct. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Blessed Sikhosana: Girls 
Education in Zimbabwe

see OnVLP page 3 >>

A Look Ahead

Bethanie Hemingway

mailto:drbaldwin32@gmail.com
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Prez Kev introduced SRC member 
and founder of the highly acclaimed 
Reading League, Maria Murray, to 
update us on the status of her “baby”. 
Founded only 3 years ago to help teach-
ers teach reading from a scientific evi-
dence based approach, the League is 
growing leaps and bounds with over 
3400 members. Maria reviewed for 
us the League’s start at the Lyncourt 
Schools right here in Syracuse, where 

after just a year there was a significant 
increase in the number of students read-
ing at or above grade level. The League 
just recently concluded an arrangement 
where it is in 21 schools in Oswego 
County in partnership with the Oswe-
go County Literacy Initiative. Maria 
thanked Syracuse Rotary for its gener-
ous P&C grant which enabled it to take 
several steps forward. She then showed 
us a video of the League’s progress un-

derwritten by the Boeheim Founda-
tion which featured a 10 year old new 
reader who came from 3 generations of 
non readers—pretty impressive! Thanks, 
Maria, for all you and your colleagues at 
the Reading League are doing to help 
our kids read better, and all the best in 
your future endeavors. Fellow Rotarians, 
if you want more info, or are interested 
in signing up to be a volunteer reading 
coach, watch for the Reading League’s 
new web site which should be up and 
operating shortly.  z
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Murray's Reading League Expanding                     <<  from pg.  1

Indian Real Estate Investor Donates 
$14.7M to Rotary Foundation

rotary.org  |  Ryan Hyland

Saying that Rotary is “transparent and honest,” Indian real estate investor 
Ravishankar Dakoju, and his wife, Paola, recently donated US$14.7 million 
(₹1.06 billion) to The Rotary Foundation. 

Ravishankar, a senior 
member of the Confeder-
ation of Real Estate De-
velopers’ Associations of 
India and president of the 
Rotary Club of Banga-
lore Orchards, Karnataka, 
India, announced the gift 
during the installation of 
District 3190 (Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka) 
leaders on 1 July. 

His donation is one 
of the largest gifts in the 
Foundation’s history.  

“I am delighted to make a meaningful contribution of my life’s earnings 
toward the six areas of focus, including community development, education, 
health, and sanitation,” Ravishankar said. The gift will establish a named en-
dowed fund within the Foundation to support high-impact and sustainable 
humanitarian and educational projects.

Foundation Trustee Chair Ron Burton says Ravishankar’s gift is “extraordi-
nary and truly transformational, not just for those who will benefit from the 
Rotary projects funded by the gift, but also for our Foundation, as it encourages 
other Rotarians to think big and select Rotary for their charitable giving.”

Ravishankar said his charitable interests particularly include helping people 
in India, women’s empowerment and social harmony.

“For me, Rotary has been a learning experience. It’s like a buffet: It’s up to 
you what you want to take from it,” says Ravishankar. “Rotary gives you the 
opportunity to make change.”  z

Ravishankar Dakoju, and his wife, Paola, have donated US$14.7 million 
to The Rotary Foundation. 

Club Membership
District Membership Team

PDG Deb Glisson

We're nearly midway through our 
year. Is your club making a difference? 
Is it strong, vibrant, and growing? Are 
your members engaged and satisfied 
with their club experience? If the an-
swer is no to any of these questions, 
there’s still plenty of time to make a 
positive change in your club’s future. 

Rotary has eight new member-
ship-related courses available in the 
Learning Center. Each course in-
cludes a variety of materials, including 
self-guided learning modules. The in-
teractive modules present real-life sce-
narios that let you test different actions 
to see what happens.

The courses are: Is Your Club Healthy?; 
Building a Diverse Club; Online Mem-
bership Leads; Practicing Flexibility and 
Innovation; Strategies for Attracting New 
Members; Kick-start Your New Member 
Orientation; Best Practices for Engaging 
Members; Your Membership Plan.

To decide which areas to focus on, 
start with the course Is Your Club 
Healthy? Ask your membership com-
mittee to help you prioritize the course 
areas, then begin exploring. 

The courses are free and available on 
demand, at your convenience. Members 
can access the courses in the Learning 
Center after signing in to their My Ro-
tary account.   z
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OCTOBER 12
ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE'S OFFICIAL 
VISIT FROM DISTRICT 7150 GOVERNOR, 

MARV JOSLYN OF BALDWINSVILLE ROTARY.

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

OnVLP defends evicted tenants             <<  from pg.  1
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ANOTHER FALCONE FRENCH FACT
Automobiles you rarely, if at all, see on American 

highways: Citroen, Peuguot, and Renault
clients with legal help on a wide array of issues. The 2018 
award highlighted VLP's work in directing people in need 
to attorneys and other services, ranging in scope from do-
mestic violence to veterans issues. Among it's programs is 
eviction defense, helping in some of the more than 10,000 
evicted each year.

Every year, Syracuse landlords bring roughly 7,000 ten-
ants to court, asking for eviction. About 5,500 cases end in 
eviction, putting an average of 11,000 people out of their 
homes every year, sometimes with less than a week's no-
tice, according to an analysis by students in the Communi-
ty Benchmarks program at Syracuse University's Maxwell 
School.

That's more peo-
ple than live in Ska-
neateles and the 
village of Elbridge, 
combined. Data from 
the Maxwell analysis 
shows that Syracuse's 
housing instability 
problem is worse than 
Rochester, Buffalo or 
Milwaukee. Here, 25 
percent of the popu-

lation moves every year, creating an expensive churn for 
landlords and tenants. That's more than twice the national 
average of 11.2 %.

The data from 2015 and 2016 show that those averages 
have begun to trend down, but the numbers are still stag-
gering. There 5,328 in 2016, according to data from OnVLP.

In June of 1996, The Maxwell School at Syracuse Uni-
versity formally established the Community Benchmarks 
Program (CBP) through a $579,000 grant awarded by 
the Alfred P. Sloan, Jr. Foundation. The CBP is part of the 
Alan K. Campbell Public Affairs Institute. Former Max-
well Dean John Palmer institutionalized the program in 
2000, enabling the CBP to continue as part of the ongoing 
undergraduate research and educational activities of the 
Policy Studies Program.

The mission of the CBP is to support local governments 
and nonprofits through the use of comparative measures to 
improve performance and accountability as part of a con-
tinuous improvement effort. z

Eerie Canal Toepath Run
Chittenango Rotary's Annual Event

District 7150

Come out and join us in some community spirit, fellow-
ship and fundraising at this year’s Eerie Canal Towpath 
Run. Our run is hosted by The Chittenango Rotary Club, 
The Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum, The Li-
ons Club of Chittenango, The Town of Sullivan Parks and 
Recreation Department, and the New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.

Join us on Saturday 10/20/18 - REGISTER HERE
Time: 10:30am-1:30pm on a Saturday (Three-hour cut 

off time), 10:30am - 15mile run start, 11:00am - 5K start.
Registration and packet pick up: 9:00am-10:15am on 

October 20.
Healing Hands of CNY will be on hand to give free 

massages starting at 9am until the conclusion of the race.
Check out the race’s Facebook page for results, race day 

photos, and other helpful race day information.  z

Deborah O'Shea, coordinator of the eviction 
defense program at the Onondaga Volunteer 
Lawyers Project. (syracuse.com)

42 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 9/28

Rotaract Panel presentation at 
2018 Rotary International Convention, Toronto, ON

https://runsignup.com/Race/NY/Chittenango/EerieCanalTowpathRun
https://www.facebook.com/chittenangopt/


The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is comprised of two entities; the 
Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the 
Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. Together, 
the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse 
community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long 
trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of 
which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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