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Scene & Herd Reboot: A Recap of 8/24
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, August 24 ~ With about 15 
in attendance on a nice summer day, we 
learned a lot about the current opioid 
crisis, courtesy of Mariah Senecal-Reilly, 
Program Coordinator with the Onon-
daga County Health Department. As 
numbers of opioid drug overdose deaths 
are sky rocketing in the US—we lead 
the world in opioid addiction-- it seems 
County Health has been staying right on 
top of the problem in collaboration with 

a robust Drug Task Force with a host of 
initiatives. But more on that later.

PP Marylin called us to order in our 
new digs—Members Lounge next to 
Pascale’s—a little early because our 
speaker needed to get to a prior commit-
ment at the State Fair. We pledged, sang 
God Bless America (never better) and 
listened to PP Pete Seiffert’s thoughtful 
invocation to strive, “amplified” by what 
Marylin termed was an invisible mike….

This Week: Gregg Tripoli of OHA
The Return of Congress Beer to Syracuse

Program Committee

A native of Liverpool, New York, Mr. 
Tripoli received a B.A. from Hamilton 
College and an M.B.A. from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh. After four years 
as a banker (Corporate Cash Manage-
ment), on both U.S. coasts, he relocated 
to Italy to serve as the Special Assistant 
to the Minister of Economic Affairs for 
the Republic of San Marino.  

For the next twenty years, Mr. Tripo-
li traveled the world as a Management 
Consultant for a group of multi-na-
tional companies headquartered in the 
Middle East.

Since February of 2008, he has been 
the Executive Director of the Onon-
daga Historical Association (OHA), 
a private nonprofit association of her-
itage-related services, museums, re-
search and educational centers, and 
retail operations in Onondaga County, 

New York. Mr. Tripoli is also a mem-
ber of the Arts and Cultural Leadership 
Alliance (ACLA) and Thursday Morn-
ing Roundtable, and is president, and 
a founding member, of the Cathedral 
Square Neighborhood Association. 

He was appointed by Mayor Stepha-
nie Miner, and re-appointed by Mayor 
Benjamin Walsh, to serve on the Board 
of Directors of the Downtown Com-
mittee of Syracuse and was the co-chair 
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SEPTEMBER 14
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors Sept. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Mary Mauro Bertolo: Physical 

Therapy Tips for Quality Living

SEPTEMBER 21
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Foundation Trustee Sept. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Maria Murray - Reading League

SEPTEMBER 28
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Volunteer Lawyer Program, 

Bethanie Hemingway

OCTOBER 5
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Dr. Amy Tucker, Healthy Heart

OCTOBER 12

11:00 am 
Rotary Club of Syracuse 

Board of Directors Sept. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
District Governor Official Visit

see CONGRESS page 3 >>

A Look Ahead
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Dispensing temporarily with our nor-
mal business stuff, we moved smartly 
to our program which PP Denny in-
troduced. Seems Mariah has been pri-
marily tasked at the Health Department 
with coordinating its substantial efforts 
to combat the recent significant increase 
in the use of opioids (that’s opium pop-
py based drugs like heroin, hydroco-
done, oxycodone, etc.) which has result-
ed in the sky rocketing of opioid-related 
deaths here in Onondaga County and 
elsewhere in the US. Often the problem 
begins when a patient becomes addict-
ed to pain meds and turns to a variety 
of other illegal opioids when legitimate 
prescriptions are no longer available, but 
that’s hardly the only cause. Seems some 
drug companies early on falsely adver-
tised these opium based pain meds as 
non addictive and persuaded the med-
ical community to prescribe them in 
abundance resulting in a massive over 
reliance. Interestingly, Mariah said that 
the problem disproportionately affects 
males ages 25-55, although all genders 
and age ranges are affected, whether it 
be in connection with health, educa-
tion, employment, housing, crime or 
death. She explained a three fold pro-
gram which the County has developed 

to address the problem. First, they fo-
cus on the crisis by providing Narcan to 
save lives along with Narcan training. 
Second, they refer addicts for treatment 
to a host of local service agencies. And 
third, they address prevention by work-
ing with the local medical community, 
providing drug/needle collection facil-
ities, promoting media campaigns, col-
laborating with local community part-
ners and urging increased prosecution 
especially of dealers. It appears that her-
oin is the most prevalent opioid, largely 
because it’s relatively cheap and readily 
available. And sadly, for every opioid-re-
lated death there are many more people 
adversely affected. Mariah handled the 
many questions from our members with 
ease and invited Rotary to become one 
of the Health Department’s community 
partners in dealing with the opioid cri-
sis. 

Meanwhile back to our regular agen-
da—PP Jim Glad gave his Matthew 25 
golf tournament report indicating that 
the stalwart team of Bertram, Sargent, 
Gladziszewski and Baldwin came in 
a laudable fourth, with 7 birdies and 1 
bogie and that Matthew 25 was the ul-
timate “winner” with another very  suc-
cessful golf tournament.

Marylin then called on Dr Daya to 
report on his State Fair booth featuring 
the 3 D printer and his prosthetic hands 
under the auspices of Daya’s Aarogya-
seva global health volunteer alliance 
where Syracuse Rotary is featured. He 
asked for volunteers to help staff the 
booth whereupon PP Marylin, PP Jim 
Morrow and PP Denny agreed to take 
a stint over this weekend. Such a great 
project! Kudos to Daya and his team for 
their part in helping to “save” the world.

There being no visiting Rotarians 
or guests this week, we proceeded to 
the 50/50 where Al Kosoff (welcome 
back, Al!) drew unsuccessfully for the 
Red Queen, leaving the $5 to Dr. Bill 
McCrady. There were a bunch of hap-
py dollars today from: PP Brad (happy 
for his recent eagle and to be safely back 
from his son’s wedding), Marylin (hap-
pily back from a family vacation in Can-
cun), Al Kosoff (happy with his doc’s 
report), Daya (happily returned from 
India where his wife is studying on a 
Fulbright scholarship), Ray Leach (real-
ly looking forward to a visit from a San 
Antonio cousin whom he hasn’t seen in 
years) and Dr. Bill McCrady (happily 
anticipating a visit from his son).

There being no meeting on Labor Day 
weekend, I’ll sign off with happy Labor 
Day wishes for all.  z
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Opioid abundance contributes to epidemic     <<  from pg.  1

'Gift of Hand' 
at The Fair

Editor

There are not words to 
describe the amount of 
love, support, and joy little 
Jaymee (pictured bottom 
left and right) experienced  
when she was finally fitted 
with a 3D printed pros-
thetic hand at The New 
York State Fair, courtesy of 
Dr. Daya's Aarogya Seva 
in a joint effort with Ska-
neateles Rotary and  Syra-
cuse Rotary. Overwhelming 
joy!! Well done, Daya.  z
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NOTE: OUR SEPTEMBER 21 MEETING 
WILL BE IN THE ONONDAGA ROOM

Cake & Candles

VOLKER WEISS
Birthday: September 2
Joined: March 2001

of Governor Andrew Cuomo’s “Path Through History” 
project for the Central New York region. 

Mr. Tripoli is a recipient of the YWCA’s Academy of 
Diversity Achievers Award and the Community Sustain-
ability Award from Greening USA.  He resides in the city 
of Syracuse and at Montario Point, on the shores of Lake 
Ontario in Jefferson County.

From 1892 to 1962, Congress Beer was the most popu-
lar "hometown" beer in Syracuse, brewed by the Haberle 
brewery at the corner of Butternut and North McBride.

The first kegs in 56 years arrived on a beer wagon at the 
Marriott Syracuse Downtown last month for the beer's re-
lease party via a team of two black Percheron draft horses 
from ToggView Farm in Fabius

The retro craft brew is not a hoppy India Pale Ale. It's not 
a heavy Imperial Stout. It's not a sour or a grapefruit-pome-
granate-watermelon-infused hefeweizen. It's a light lager 
(that's light as in color, not necessarily calories). It's moder-
ate in alcohol and low in bitterness. It is, in the words of its 
brewers, "approachable," "easy drinking," "light-bodied and 
crisp" and an "everyday" beer.

If it sounds like the beer your parents, or your grandpar-
ents, or even your Great-Grand-Dad drank, that's the idea.

The modern re-launch was spearheaded by the Onon-
daga Historical Association, which acquired the trademark 
rights to sell Congress Beer merchandise several years ago. 
Last year, it secured the rights to brew a beer under the 
Congress Beer name as a way to raise money for its opera-
tions. The OHA tapped Willow Rock to recreate Congress, 
using a set of notes on the recipe and procedures donated 
to the association by the last Haberle brewmaster when the 
brewery closed in 1962.  z
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Congress is back in session              <<  from pg.  1
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Now Accepting Grant Applications
P&C Committee  |  Jim Morrow, Chair

The P&C Committee is now accepting grant funding ap-
plications for the 2018-19 Rotary year. With a little under 
six weeks until the deadline to submit an application, I en-
courage area 501(c)3 organizations to visit the P&C page at 
syracuserotary.org and begin the process. Syracuse Rotari-
ans are invited to promote organizations they are involved 
with or interested in to apply for a grant, as well.

Although Syracuse Rotary is not necessarily limited in 
its funding parameters, historically our funding guidelines 
have provided that funded projects usually involve appli-
cations for new programs, capital expenditures or start up 
projects. Special consideration may be given to projects that 
will benefit children, literacy or education. We typically will 
not support general fund appeals or projects that primarily 
benefit persons outside of Greater Syracuse or that involve 
administrative, overhead or ongoing program costs.

Last year's recipients included: Friends of Wildlife, MDA 
Summer Camp, Camp Iroquois, The Reading League, Arts 
for ALL! Family Fun Day, Women's Opportunity Center, 
Matthew 25 Farm, Charity for Children, Syracuse Habitat 
for Humanity, The Boys & Girls Clubs of Syracuse, and the 
Adult Education Roundtable.  z

ANOTHER FALCONE FRENCH FACT
In France, no tipping is allowed in all restaurants, 
cafes and bistros. No high mathematics required 

at the end of your meal.

44 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 9/14

http://www.syracuserotary.org


The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is comprised of two entities; the 
Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the 
Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. Together, 
the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse 
community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long 
trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of 
which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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