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NO SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING ON AUGUST 31

Scene & Herd Reboot: A Recap of 8/17
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, August 17 ~ Freshly ensconced 
in our new weekly quarters in the Mem-
bers Lounge, Prez Kev got us underway 
(once he could silence Janet Jackson in 
the background…) with the pledge, a PP 
Jim Morrow led “America the Beautiful” 
and a typically thoughtful invocation 
by Rev. Bob Sherburne where he asked 
what makes a Rotarian and how best can 
we serve.

We were reminded that the Matthew 
25 golf tournament is coming up tomor-
row, with four from the Club signed up 
to play—John Bertram, Denny Baldwin, 
Jim Glad and Bob Sargent. Prez Kev 
also reminded us that the P&C grant 
process is now open and applications 
will be accepted until October 1. On the 
50/50 John Bertram drew for the Red 
Queen but no soap, leaving the $5 to PP 

This Week: The Opioid Epidemic
Mariah Senecal-Reilly of the Onondaga County Health Dept.
Program Committee

As seen nationally, Onondaga Coun-
ty has experienced an increase in opioid 
abuse and addiction in the last several 
years. The crisis has affected individuals 
across all populations in the county.

The number of opioid-related deaths 
in Onondaga County has more than 
tripled since 2012, from 45 to 142.  In 
addition to mortality rates, emergency 
room visits and hospitalization rates 
help to demonstrate the extent of the 
crisis in Onondaga County.

Opiates and opioids are classes of 
depressant analgesics derived from or 
chemically similar to substances found 

in the opium poppy. They include both 
naturally occurring and synthetic sub-
stances with opium-like effects, in-
cluding opiates, semi-synthetic opioids 
derived from morphine (such as heroin, 
hydrocodone, hydromorphone, oxyco-
done, and oxymorphone), and synthet-
ic opioids which are not derived from 
morphine (such as fentanyl, buprenor-
phine, and methadone).

Indu Gupta, Commissioner of 
Health, Onondaga County Health De-
partment says, "The increased use of 
prescription opioid pain medications, 
along with the widespread availability  
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see PERSEVERANCE page 2 >>

AUGUST 24
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Foundation Trustee Aug. Meeting 

(recheduled from 8/17)

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Opioids: Onon. Co. Health Dept. 

 Mariah Senecal-Reilly

AUGUST 31
NO ROTARY ACTIVITY 

Labor Day Weekend

SEPTEMBER 7
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Friends of Wildlife - Webster Pond: 

Chad Norton

SEPTEMBER 14
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors Sept. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Mary Mauro Bertolo: Physical 

Therapy Tips for Quality Living

SEPTEMBER 21
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Foundation Trustee Sept. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Maria Murray - Reading League

see TOO MANY page 3 >>

A Look Ahead
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Local Group Encouraging Adult Residents to Learn For Advancement
Nearly 5,000 Onondaga County residents each year participate in adult education

CNY Vitals  |  CNY Community Foundation

It is estimated that 60,000 adults in 
Onondaga County are in need of greater 
literacy skills. According to CNY Vitals, 
more than 17,000 people speak English 
less than very well and 3,500 county resi-
dents report never having completed any 
schooling while more than 5,000 report 
reaching the 12th grade but failing to re-
ceive a diploma.

In response to this community need, 
the Adult Education Roundtable (AER), 
a collaboration of local education insti-
tutions, has launched an awareness cam-
paign to recruit students and volunteers.

“This campaign is not for the bene-
fit of one program,” said Kelli Cooney, 
campaign manager. “It’s about exposing 
people to the many opportunities for 
learning that this community has to offer. 
We want people to find the program best 
suited for their needs.”

Potential students can go to www.
CNYLearns.org or call 1-800-READ 
to have their needs assessed. Then, AER 
pairs them with the service best fit for 
their needs. English proficiency, personal 
goals and neighborhood of residence are 
all taken into consideration. The cam-
paign aims to show potential students 
that it’s possible to overcome the barriers 
that have long delayed their educational 
advancement.

AER organizations offer classes during 
daytime and nighttime hours; the class-
es are held in a variety of neighborhoods 
and spaces.

But at the crux of the campaign lies a 
challenge: How can information about 
literacy be distributed to a population 
that may be illiterate or has very limited 
literacy skills?

AER has risen to this challenge by 
filling its calendar with appearances at 

community events, stressing the impor-
tance of face-to-face engagement.  It’s 
important to the AER that the campaign 
is present at events parents will already 
be attending with their children, such as 
Summer Learning Day at Destiny USA, 
the Near Westside Block Party and the 
Westcott Street Cultural Fair.

Additionally, city residents will soon see 
the campaign’s advertisements rounding 
their own neighborhood street corners; 
Centro buses will sport AER’s advertise-
ments on their exteriors and interiors.  
The ever-changing routes will expose sig-
nificantly more people to the campaign 
than AER could on its own. Going into 
the campaign, AER recognized that their 
students typically relied on the bus as a 
major means of reliable transportation.

“We knew having a presence on buses 
meant we could reach our target audi-
ence,” said Cooney. “But until this col-

Pete Seiffert. Lots of happy dollars to-
day including one from Pete (happy to 
have the $5) and another from Jim Glad 
(happy that his daughter in law is recov-
ering from a difficult brain bleed—we’re 
so happy about that too.). 

Prez Kev introduced our program 
which featured the new Northside 
Community Center sponsored by the 
Vineyard Church, a 1500 member 
Christian congregation located in Syr-
acuse, Auburn and Cicero. Representing 
the Center was parishioner, John Di-
domenico, and Pastor/Director of Mis-
sions, Melvin Hayes. John told us that 
the Center is slated to open soon in his 
Dad’s old bar on Syracuse’s northside, 
an exciting readaptive use. He then in-
troduced Pastor Melvin who related that 
he was one of 11 children born in the 
Bronx but after a difficult start was ulti-
mately able to obtain a good education 
culminating in a doctorate of strategic 

leadership. Alarmed that about 51% of 
the area school kids fell below the feder-
al poverty level, he and his colleagues at 
the Vineyard Church decided that they 
wanted to establish a community center 
on the northside where the focus would 
be on helping kids meet the educational 
challenge, thus mitigating the likelihood 
that kids born in poverty will remain 
poor. They especially want to teach the 
importance of perseverance, encourage 
life long learners and stimulate the desire 
for integrity and good character. To this 
end they intend to partner with various 
area agencies and businesses, including 
a couple of restaurants where the kids 
will learn to eat better while learning the 
business. Other goals include encourag-
ing better father/son relationships and 
teaching computer skills where kids will 
gain the ability to tell their own stories 
so as to protect their legacies. Pastor 

Mel told us that the Center also intends 
to partner with Franklin Elementary 
School to establish a leadership insti-
tute. To emphasize the importance of 
their initiative, Pastor Mel shared his 
own story, having been born in poverty 
and being ill prepared for school. From 
that experience he became determined 
to get a good education and help others. 
Initial funding for the Center will come 
from Vineyard Church but Mel hopes 
that such funding will be supplement-
ed by grants and other gifts. Notwith-
standing its Christian origin, the Center 
will serve all people, regardless of reli-
gion, race, culture, age or ethnicity as it 
hopefully becomes a hub for intellectual, 
social and recreational activity on Syra-
cuse’s northside. Thanks John and Pastor 
Mel for an inspiring presentation and 
especially for caring about our kids. We 
wish you all the very best. For more info, 
feel free to contact Pastor Mel at mel@
vineyardny.org.  z
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Perseverance, itegrity and good character on Northside     <<  from pg.  1

see AER EXECUTES page 4 >>
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JAMES "JIM" 
GLADZISZEWSKI
Birthday: August 22
Joined: March 1986

Cake & Candles

MARYLIN GALIMI
Birthday: August 20
Joined: January 2014

ROTARIAN ALEX CHARTERS PASSED ON AUGUST 7, 
JUST DAYS BEFORE HIS 102nd BIRTHDAY (August 22)

of cheap heroin and newer synthetic Fentanyl analogs, have 
contributed to a public health crisis in our community. Too 
many people have died and many have been deeply affected 
by this issue."

Heroin use is increasing across all social classes in On-
ondaga County similar to state and national trends. Two 
main reasons for this troubling trend are the increased use 
of prescription opiate pain medications and an availability 
of cheap heroin

Heroin is illegal in the United States and is both phys-
ically and psychologically addictive. It can be injected, in-
haled or snorted, and is the fastest-acting opioid. In large 
doses it can cause death from respiratory depression. 

According to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA), in 2016, there were 
11.8 million opioid misusers aged 12 or older in the Unit-
ed States, the vast majority of 
whom misused prescription 
pain relievers. Specifically, 11.5 
million people aged 12 or old-
er in 2016 misused prescription 
pain relievers in the past year 
compared with 948,000 people 
who used heroin.

Prescription pain relievers 
can be abused illegally for their 
opioid effects by those without 
prescriptions or a medical need. 
Some commonly abused or il-
legally resold pain relievers in-
clude: Hydrocodone (Vicodin), Oxycodone (OxyContin, 
Percocet, Percodan), Morphine, Codeine and Methadone.

Mariah Senecal-Reilly, Program Coordinator at Onon-
daga County Health Department will visit Syracuse Rotary 
on Friday to discuss the local opioid crisis from a public 
health approach, how it is being addressed, and what you 
can do to help.  z

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

Too many people have died              <<  from pg.  1
ANOTHER FALCONE FRENCH FACT

In France, May is a difficult time for employers: 
Labor Day (5/1), Victory Day (5/8), Feast of the 

Ascension (5/24) are all national holidays with long 
weekends. This results in fifteen days off from work 
in the month of May. Combined with a mandatory 
month’s vacation with pay for everyone in August, 

it’s a wonder the French get anything done.

FRIDAY  |  AUG 24
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
AUG. MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

FOUNDATION MEETING RESCHEDULED

Mariah Senecal-Reilly, Program 
Coordinator at Onondaga County 
Health Department

46 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 8/24

Denny Baldwin, Bob Sargent, 
Jim Gladziszewski, and John 
Bertram, all Syracuse Rotarians, 
were in the Zone while 
participating in the Matthew 25 
Farm "Harvest Golf Tournament" 
this past weekend at Vesper Hills 
Golf Club in Tully. The four ate 
lunch and bought raffle tickets 
before their 1PM tee time. 

Over 800,000 golf tournaments 
are held in the U.S. each year 
with the average event raising 
$5000 with 72 players.
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AER executes awareness campaign                                        <<  from pg. 2
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Adult education advertisements on Centro's buses are visible on the exterior... ... and the interior. Banner-type advertisements are also posted at bus shelters.

Aarogya Seva needs our help at The Fair
Dr. Daya's service project needs volunteers this weekend

Editor  |  James Morrow

The Energizer Rotarian, better 
known as Dr. Daya, needs our help. 
His organization, Aarogya Seva, of 
which we are all familiar, needs help 
at The Fair this Saturday and Sunday. 

In collboration with Syracuse Rotary 
and Tech 4 Health, Daya has set up a 
booth at The Fair to showcase STILE 
(Service, Team Building, Inclusion, 
Leadership, Empathy) and The Gift 
of Hand, a service activity designed to 
change the life of another human being, 
somewhere in the world.

The Gift of Hand is a three-hour 
STILE workshop designed to take you 
through several traditional activities to 
build rapport and trust among partic-
ipants. Teams of four to five members 
are created to assemble 3-D print-

ed prosthetic 
hands for indi-
viduals in need, 
somewhere in 
the world. 

This work-
shop is great for building self-esteem 
as a part of a service-learning project. 
The idea of inclusion in terms of un-
derstanding the abilities of diverse team 
members as well as acknowledging the 
presence of individuals with special 
needs creates special insight and sensi-
tivity towards inclusion in both personal 
and professional attitudes and practices.

Two-hour volunteer time slots are 
available between 10am and 5pm on 
Saturday or Sunday at the 4H Indoor 
Arena. Please call or text Daya at 808-
218-8589 to make arrangements.  z

Rotary Club Bangalore
Dr. Dayaprasad Kulkarni

Update: Pictures from the Voca-
tional Training workshop for 110 
high school teachers on "Approach 
to Innovative Teaching on Innova-
tion" organized by the Rotary Club 
of Bangalore in the presence of the 
Consul General of Israel.

IPDG Mrs. Asha, DG of District 3190 Suresh Hari, and 
Syracuse Rotarian, Dr. Dayaprasad Kulkarni.

laborative campaign, no individual AER 
organization could afford these ads.”

AER is an action team of the Litera-
cy Coalition of Onondaga County that 
includes OCM-BOCES, Syracuse City 
School District Adult Education, SUNY 
Syracuse Educational Opportunity Cen-
ter, Literacy CNY, North Side Learning 
Center, the adult literacy program of On-
ondaga County Public Library, Syracuse 
University’s University College, Ononda-
ga Community College, and others. The 
organizations have been collaborating for 
the past several years but this marks their 

first collaborative public relations cam-
paign. They hope to recruit 400 new adult 
students.

The CNY Community Foundation 
awarded AER a grant to support the 
awareness campaign, matching a contri-
bution from the Rotary Club of Syracuse.

“Funding from the Community Foun-
dation makes the bus advertisements 
possible and we are so excited about this 
exposure,” said Cooney.

From 2009 to 2015, the number of 
people living in poverty in Ononda-
ga County increased by 19 percent. As 

poverty surges in Central New York, the 
hardships do not only exist on a personal 
level—the whole region suffers, so a com-
mitment to adult literacy education is a 
commitment to the health of the entire 
Central New York community.  Adult ed-
ucation services, such as those provided 
by AER, give people the skills needed to 
break free of poverty’s cycle.

When one individual becomes em-
powered through education, ripples of 
positive change can travel through the 
whole community.  Through this aware-
ness campaign, the Adult Education 
Roundtable hopes to turn these ripples 
into waves.  z


