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NO SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING ON AUGUST 31

This Week: Irish Dancer Sierra Sanders
Traditional Irish Dance dates back to the 17th century

Program Committee

The rigid upper body style of Irish 
Dance originated from the English 
suppression of the Irish culture. Sierra 
Sander, recent graduate of Skaneateles 
High School, also has an Irish ances-
try; her great grandfather immigrated 
from Ireland in the late 1800s. Many of 
you have seen the modern profession-
al shows, Riverdance and Lord of the 
Dance. Similarly, Sierra has performed 
in a semi professional dance troupe 
called studio2stage. In the competitive 
solo side of Irish Dance, there are sev-
eral levels. As dancers move up in the 
ranks, they qualify to compete regional-
ly, nationally, and internationally. Sierra 
has competed at all of these levels and 
has qualified for the World Champion-
ships twice, in Montreal and Glasgow. 
Because of the rich Irish heritage in 
central New York, Sierra’s dance school 
has many opportunities to perform for 
nursing homes, elementary schools, and 
cultural festivals during the St. Patrick’s 
Day season. The dancers perform in 
sync with one another portraying dif-
ferent patterns and rhythms. While Si-
erra started dancing at the age of five, 

her school currently has dancers from 
three to seventy-three. On Friday, Si-
erra will share her Irish Dance experi-
ences and perform a few dances for the 
Rotary Club of Syracuse.  z
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AUGUST 10
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors Aug. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

District RLI presentation (10 min) 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Sierra Sander 

Irish Step Dancing

AUGUST 17
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Foundation Trustee Aug. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Mel New 

Northside Community Center

AUGUST 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Onondaga County Health Dept: 

Opioids

AUGUST 31
NO ROTARY ACTIVITY

Labor Day Weekend

SEPTEMBER 7
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Friends of Wildlife - Webster Pond: 

Chad Norton

A Look Ahead

Sierra Sanders to dance on Friday.

FRIDAY  |  AUGUST 10
ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

AUGUST MEETING
11:00AM  |  ONONDAGA ROOM

FRIDAY  |  AUGUST 17
ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
FOUNDATION TRUSTEE

AUGUST MEETING
11:00AM  |  ONONDAGA ROOM
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Scene & Herd Reboot: A Recap of 8/3
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, August 3 ~ That old adage was 
confirmed today: that is, very often our 
best programs are from within. Long 
time member John Marsellus expertly 
and enjoyably led us on a virtual tour of 
Cuba, reflecting on his relatively recent 
visit. But more on that later. PP Marylin 
presided today, subbing for Prez Kevin 
who was unavailable. She skillfully led us 
through our paces including the pledge, 
a Strait-laced version of “You’re a Grand 
Old Flag” and Big John’s big invocation 
featuring Hallelujah Morning, ignoring 
today’s rain and clouds, of course.

PP Brad reminded us of the August 
18th annual golf tournament to benefit 
Matthew 25 Farm and urged all Ro-
tarians interested to sign up now with 
PP Jim Glad who’s managing things in 
Brad’s absence. It’s always a good time, 
so get to Jim quickly, brush up on your 
game and join the festivities, all for a 
very good cause. We greeted visiting Ro-
tarian/ADG Blessed Sikhosana and her 
husband, Bernie, as well as visiting Ro-
tarian Conrad from DeWitt. In absen-
tia we wished happy birthday to Allen 
Kosoff and Tom O’Shea. Blessed took a 
moment to urge each of us to partici-
pate in the District’s Passport Program 
by visiting area Rotary Clubs, following 
which Marylin asked for prayers for the 
ailing child of a good friend and col-
league.

PP Gary won the right to draw for the 
elusive Red Queen, only to be rebuffed 
and then coming right back to win the 
$5! Way to go, Gary. Lots of happy dol-
lars including Gary (for the obvious 
reason), Marylin (just happy), Jim Yonai 
(happy to be back among us), Blessed’s 
Bernie (happy about their recent mar-
riage and a new house) and Blessed 
(happy to talk about her newest girls 
education project in Zimbabwe).

PP Marylin introduced he who needs 
no introduction as John Marsellus took 
his place, front and center, in an elevat-
ed chair to engage us in a lively con-
versation about Cuba, based largely on 
his recent visit. Only 90 miles off Key 
West and about 800 miles long, Cuba 
has long been estranged from us, ever 
since Castro came out of the mountains 
in 1959 to wrest control. John told us 
that coincidentally, as a young college 
kid, he visited Cuba in 1959 about the 
time Castro was getting ready to make 
his move. At the time Batista was in 
the last throes of his rule and the US 
grip on Cuba was loosening. Havana 
was beautiful and bustling, with lots of 
tourists, gaming and gorgeous homes 
proliferating in their quasi capitalistic 
economy. However, shortly after Castro 
took over and nationalized the coun-
try, the tourists disappeared, and the 
beautiful homes became multi family 
apartments as socialism prevailed. Fast 

forward to 2016 when John once again 
visited Cuba, and he found free every-
thing—medical care, education, theater, 
housing, etc. He also found that Havana 
had lost some of its luster, the old cars 
were looking older and poverty seemed 
altogether too prevalent, but John ob-
served that most of the people seemed 
content, or at least accepting, perhaps 
in part because of their lasting love for 
good music and art. He noted that there 
is very little apparent crime or addiction 
and hardly any visible trash, junked cars, 
etc. Nowadays, upwards of 70% of the 
Cuban people work for the government, 
making peanuts. To augment their $40 
a month salary, many must take sec-
ond and third jobs, making the contrast 
between the poor, middle and wealthy 
striking. 

John also saw a lot of European and 
Asian folk this time, many who came 
to the island as Russia left and Chi-
na emerged as a “player.” Lots of good 
questions followed “Prof ” Marsellus’ 
talk, and we all left with a better picture 
of what’s going on in this fascinating 
island nation just a proverbial stone’s 
throw from the US mainland. John 
encouraged anyone who hasn’t already 
visited Cuba to travel there someday to 
see for themselves, perhaps via a cruise 
as US tourists still have to affiliate with 
some kind of a people to people group 
in order to enter.  Muchas gracias, John, 
for so ably sharing your Cuba impres-
sions.  z

Rotary Leadership Institute in 7150
District 7150  |  PDG Deborah Glisson

What is RLI? While the Rotary 
Leadership Institute is not a Rotary 
program, they are a partner and their 
goal is training Rotary's future leaders.

When you attend, you will be in a 
class with fellow Rotarians with all 
levels of volunteer experience. Courses 
cover various volunteer and leadership 
topics in a facilitated learning format, 
where participants share thoughts, 

ideas, successes and challenges. It is 
very interactive, a great opportunity to 
network with Rotarians from around 
the district and an easy way to learn a 
lot about our organization.

What's the process? There are three 
courses to take before completing the 
program and graduating. Each time 
you attend RLI you complete a level, so 
be sure to sign up for the appropriate 
level! Once you have graduated there 

are graduate courses you can take and 
you can get on the path to becoming a 
facilitator. You can attend RLI in mul-
tiple locations to complete the program 
faster, since it only comes to our district 
once each year. The other two closest 
locations are Canandaigua, NY and 
Owego, NY. 

How much? It is $85 to attend and 
includes breakfast. Some clubs will pay 
for members to attend, so check with 
your club president to see if they will 
cover your fees. For more information 
you can visit www.rlinea.org  z

http://www.rlinea.org
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Sushil Kumar Gupta: 2020-21 
Rotary International President
rotary.org  |  Teresa Schmedding

Sushil Kumar Gupta, of the Rotary Club of Delhi Mid-
west, Delhi, India, is the selection of the Nominating Com-
mittee for President of Rotary International for 2020-21. 
He will be declared the president-nominee on 1 October if 
no challenging candidates have been suggested.

Gupta wants to increase Rotary’s humanitarian impact as 
well as the diversity of its membership.

“As individuals, we can only do so much,” Gupta said in a 
statement. “But when 1.2 mil-
lion Rotarians work together, 
there is no limit to what we 
can achieve, and in the pro-
cess, we can truly change the 
world.”

Gupta has been a Rotari-
an since 1977 and has served 
Rotary as district governor, 
training leader, and resource 
group adviser, and as a mem-
ber, vice chair, or chair of sev-
eral committees.

Sushil Kumar Gupta, of the Rotary Club of Delhi Mid-
west, Delhi, India, is the selection of the Nominating Com-
mittee for President of Rotary International for 2020-21. 

He was awarded an honorary Doctor of Science degree 
by the IIS University, Jaipur, in recognition of his contribu-
tions to water conservation.

He has also received the coveted Padma Shri Award, the 
fourth-highest civilian award in India, conferred by the 
president of India for distinguished service to tourism and 
social work.

Gupta has also received the Distinguished Service Award 
from The Rotary Foundation for his support of its human-
itarian and educational programs. He and his wife, Vinita, 
are Major Donors to The Rotary Foundation and members 
of the Arch Klumph Society.

Gupta is chair and managing director of Asian Hotels 
(West) Ltd., and owner of Hyatt Regency Mumbai and 
JW Marriott Hotel New Delhi Aerocity. He has served as 
president of the Federation of Hotel and Restaurant Asso-
ciations of India and on the board of directors of Tourism 
Finance Corporation of India Ltd. He is the president of 
Experience India Society, a public-private partnership be-
tween the tourism industry and the government of India 
that promotes India as a tourist destination. He is also vice 
chair of the Himalayan Environment Trust and serves on 
the board of Operation Eyesight Universal in India.  z

Sushil Kumar Gupta, of the Rotary Club 
of Delhi Midwest, Delhi, India

ROTARY LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Verona-Sherrill High School

September 22, 2018  |  7:30AM – 3:30PM

48 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 8/10

A Permanent Venue Change
Syracuse Rotary relocated to Members Lounge
Rotary Club of Syracuse Board of Directors

July 27 ~ At the July Board of Directors meeting, which 
was rescheduled from the second Friday of the month to 
the 27th by President Visconti, a motion to relocate the 
weekly meeting of Syracuse Rotary from the Onondaga 
Room to the Members Lounge was unanimously approved.

Beginning with the Club's August 17 meeting, the de-
fault location for our noon luncheon will be the Members 
Lounge at the east end of the Drumlins Country Club 
complex, adjacent to Pascals Bistro's bar on the first floor. 

Discussion of the motion during the board meeting in-
cluded concerns about how such a move would impact at-
tendance, effect the Club's budget, and how to better facili-
tate the meetings themselves in the new location. 

The motion was brought to the board as the result of Pas-
cals' notice of a "room fee" for the Onondaga Room which 
totaled $4,800.00 annually or $100.00 per week in addition 
to the $15 per person lunch cost currently in place. Histori-
cally, Pascals has not charged a "room fee" for their services, 
but due to rising costs found it necessary to assess the fee. 
The Members Lounge will also require a fee, as of August 
17, of $1,200.00 per year or $25.00 per week. The new ex-
pense will be a line item of the Club's 2018-19 budget, yet 
to be adopted by the Board.

Although we have enjoyed the Onondaga Room for 
many years, the fact is the Club is very different today than 
it was when the terms for the room's use were negotiated. 
Since then, membership has shrunk and costs to operate 
have risen. Simple math has determined the change is nec-
essary to keep our relationship with Pascals beneficial to all 
concerned.

Thank you to Pascals and their staff for their assistance to 
make The Members Lounge our new home including room 
layout changes and making access to the room easier for 
those requiring assistance.  z

https://www.rotary.org/en/2020-21-rotary-president-selected


The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is comprised of two entities; the 
Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the 
Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. Together, 
the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse 
community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long 
trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of 
which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10, 2018

http://www.syracuserotary.org
mailto:jim%40morrowgraphics.com?subject=Syracuse%20Rotary%20Press

