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This Week: Syracuse Community Choir
Karen Mihalyi, Founder and Executive Director

Program Committee

syracuse.com ~ Unlike many singing 
groups, Syracuse Community Choir 
doesn't require an audition. Everybody 
who wants to join can, even if you think 
you can't sing.

That's the way Karen Mihalyi en-
visioned the choir when she first had 
the idea to start an all-inclusive singing 
group that used art and music together. 
She drew her inspiration from a 1984 
trip to Nicaragua where she saw local 
groups blend the two.

Mihalyi found an event to sing at 
in the spring of 1985, a peace day in 
Thornden Park, and put out fliers. 
Eighty people showed up to the first 
practice. She said she was overwhelmed 
by the response.

Over the next 30+ years, the group's 
mission has stayed the same, singing for 
peace and justice and showing that ev-
ery voice matters. Mihalyi, who is the 
choir's director, said the emphasis for 
the group is as much on the process and 
community building as it is on singing.

"Singing in harmony with each other 
is an incredible way to build communi-
ty," she said.

The choir is diverse especially includ-
ing people with disabilities. Mihalyi 
said the choir also works with individ-
uals who think they can't sing or who 
are tone deaf. They want everyone who 
wants to sing with the choir, to be able 
to and be proud of it.

The Syracuse Community Choir is 
an inter-generational group of singers 
from many different backgrounds and 

abilities. They have been singing for 
peace and justice since 1985.

The group strives on building com-
munity connection and understanding 
which is as important as the music they 
sing. There are no auditions and, with 
a strong commitment to accessibility, 
they provide support for people who 
need special help.  z
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JULY 27
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors July Meeting 

(moved from July 13)

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Karen Mihalyi: 

Syracuse Community Choir

AUGUST 3
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Hanna Ring: Citizens Campaign, 

Protect Our Water

AUGUST 10
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors August 

Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

District RLI presentation (10 min) 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Sierra Sander 

Irish Step Dancing

AUGUST 17
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Foundation Trustee Aug Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Mel New 

Northside Community Center

A Look Ahead
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CNY's Adult Learners 'Read For Family'
Mark Cass reminds community of adult literacy situation

To The Editor, syracuse.com

Did you know that nearly 5,000 
adults participate in adult literacy and 
education services in Onondaga Coun-
ty each year? While this number might 
surprise you, what's more surprising is 
that it represents only about 15 percent 
of adults in our community in need of 
stronger literacy skills. Many are learn-
ing English, others improving basic 
reading, writing and math skills, some 
pursuing an equivalency diploma, and 
more seeking training and/or a creden-
tial for employment. These services are 
provided by a range of providers, work-
ing together to ensure that learners get 
to the right place, and move easily to 
others as they progress.

CNYLearns (of the Literacy Coa-
lition of Onondaga County) is a col-
laborative website to connect students 
to programs, and supporters to orga-
nizations. With financial support from 
the Rotary Club of Syracuse, matched 
by funds from the Central New York 
Community Foundation, we are work-
ing to increase the number of adult 
learners in Onondaga County, while 
also increasing the level of communi-
ty support for these 
services.

That covers some 
of the "what", but it's 
important you also 
know the "why".... 
Why do busy adults 
balance family, per-
sonal needs, and 
often jobs - with 
improving their ed-
ucation? It's because 
they know we live in 
an information age 
-- and living-wage 
jobs require higher 
levels of education 
than ever before.

The North Side Learning Center 
provides Beginning English instruc-
tion to adults. We work to meet people 
"where they are" and build the needed 
skills and information to get to them 
where they want to go. Through the 
efforts of many volunteers, instruction 
is tailored to the individual student's 
needs and interest.

As new students enter our classes, 
we ask, "Why do you want to learn 
English?" The answers are amazingly 
consistent: "To get a good job." "To 
help my children." "To take care of my 
family." "To handle my business." (i.e. 
reading mail, banking, landlord, etc.)

In short, Adult Learners Read for 
Family. This is not unique to ESL 
learners - adult literacy students across 
the range of programs give similar an-
swers.

If you are interested in enroll-
ing, or know someone who is, please 
call (866) 705-READ or go to www.
CNYLearns.org for more information. 
People interested in volunteering or 
supporting programs in other ways can 
also learn more through the website.

Mark Cass, Executive Director, 
North Side Learning Center.  z
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Syracuse Mayor Ben Walsh is pictured with adult literacy students and staff April 
14, 2018, at the North Side Learning Center's Spring Into Literacy annual dinner, 
held at the Nas Learning Center in North Syracuse. Walsh was the keynote speaker.

18-19 DG Marv Joslyn
Greetings from Baldwinsville

Marv Joslyn  |  D7150 July Newsletter

Our Rotary theme for 2018-2019 
is “Be the Inspiration” and I will be 
sharing my thoughts on that theme 
during my club visits. Personally, I will 
be challenged to live up to that theme.

We will be continuing the good 
things that DG Phyllis put in place 
this past year – a district strategic 
plan and the Passport Program. I was 
pleased to see how many clubs partic-
ipated in the Passport Program and I 
hope other clubs will give it a try this 
year. The comments made by those 
who participated confirmed the val-
ue of visiting and working with oth-
er clubs. Our clubs are strengthened 
through sharing ideas and knowledge. 
Thank you Phyllis.

We will be introducing a new pro-
gram called “Acts of Kindness”. This 
is to support the RI theme and my 
personal emphasis for the year on 
peace and civility. Each club will be 
asked to develop their own ideas as 
to the shape of their club’s program. 
The club programs will be shared at 
our District Celebration in May and 
awards will be given for the most cre-
ative programs. This can be a great 
way to increase your public image 
and at the same time do good in your 
community.

Thanks to all the clubs for helping 
me in scheduling meaningful official 
visits. It’s my goal that when I come 
to your clubs it will be a discussion 
on how I can support you. It is the 
clubs that make our district dynamic 
and inspiring, so share with me your 
stories, your successes and challenges. 
Let’s talk about how our district lead-
ership team can lend a hand! I look 
forward to starting my tour of Dis-
trict 7150, pinning some Paul Harris 
Fellows and new members along the 
way, and shining a light on the inspi-
ration that I know you are all creating 
while doing Service Above Self !  z
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ceeds the supply of people to take care of the patients,” Leh-
man explains.

Using four operating rooms – one for cleft lip or palate, one 
for ear reconstruction, one for breast reconstruction, and one 
for other issues – the team got to work. Patients were chosen 
based on need and on the complexity of the surgery. By the 
end of their stay, the surgeons and their staff had operated on 
82 patients. In many cases, however, the complete reconstruc-
tion may take multiple surgeries, and some patients return 
several years in a row to complete the procedure.

But the final surgery doesn’t always signal an end to the 
relationship between a patient and Rotary. Román, who has 
coordinated the program since 2004, recalls an occasion in-
volving the young woman he encountered in the department 
store. At Román’s invitation, she described her transforma-
tional cleft lip and palate surgeries at a Rotary district confer-
ence in Chile in 2012. Moved by her story, many in the crowd 
of 300 broke into tears, dazzled by her Rotarian smile.

In the 1960s, our own Dr. Al Falcone performed 
about twenty cleft lip surgeries a year. On New 
Year's Day 1963, Dr. Falcone was called upon 
to repair a cleft lip for the first baby born at 
Community Hospital.

Cake & Candles

JOHN LAGRAFF
Birthday: July 24
Joined: June 2016

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
JULY MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

50 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 7/27

The Rotarian  |  Diana Schoberg  |  July issue

Ricardo Román was shopping with his wife at a depart-
ment store in Chile in 2012 when a woman in her early 
20s approached him. He didn’t recognize her, he confesses 
through an interpreter, but there were two good reasons: 
He had last seen her more than a decade earlier – and her 
smile had changed drastically.

Román, a member of the Rotary Club of Reñaca, Chile, 
is the national coordinator of a  program that has helped 
thousands of children in Chile with cleft lips, cleft palates, 
and other birth defects – including this stranger who now 
wanted to give Román a hug.

“She told me, ‘This is my Rotarian smile,’” he recalls, his 
voice full of emotion. “It was a very gratifying moment.”

The project got its start in 1993 when San Francisco 
(California) Rotarians, led by Peter Lagarias and Angelo 
Capozzi, sponsored a medical mission that performed re-
constructive surgeries in Chile. That was the beginning of 
Rotaplast, a program that evolved into a nonprofit organi-
zation that has since sent teams to 26 countries.

In 2004, Rotarians in Chile assumed leadership of the 
program in their country. Over the years, Chilean doctors 
became more involved and eventually the program expand-
ed to include breast reconstruction for cancer patients.

“It’s a great commentary on Rotary that you’ve got peo-
ple in a Spanish-speaking country and people in an En-
glish-speaking country working together to get things 
accomplished,” says James Lehman, a plastic surgeon who 
joined the Rotary Club of Fairlawn, Ohio, USA, after 
working with Rotarians in Chile.

In February, Lehman and a team of U.S. surgeons, an-
esthesiologists, and nurses visited Iquique, a Pacific port 
city and tourist hot spot about 80 miles south of Chile’s 
northern border. With financial help from the nearby Col-
lahuasi copper mine, local Rotarians coordinate and pay for 
the medical team’s food, lodging, and in-country transpor-
tation. (Visiting doctors pay for their flights between the 
United States and Chile; an Ohio-based nonprofit funds 
the travel of some support staff.)

More than 250 potential patients lined up early on a Sat-
urday morning outside Ernesto Torres Galdames Hospital 
to try to get a spot on the team’s schedule. They had come 
from all over Chile, including a family who had traveled 
from Concepción, 1,400 miles to the south. About 600 
children are born each year in Chile with cleft lips and pal-
ates, and though the government established eight centers 
to treat those abnormalities, the long wait list means cor-
rective surgery can lie years in the future. “The demand ex-

Rotoplast Founder, Angelo Capozzi, Originally from Solvay
Since '93, Rotarians in Chile & US have teamed up to provide life-altering reconstructive surgeries



The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is comprised of two entities; the 
Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the 
Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. Together, 
the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse 
community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long 
trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of 
which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
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