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This Week: Hospice of Central New York
William Pfohl: Making your health care wishes known

Program Committee

It is difficult, if not im-
possible, to imagine your 
last year of life. Bill Pfohl 
encourages everyone to do 
just that as communica-
tions officer for Hospice of 
Central New York.

He will explain to Syra-
cuse Rotary on Friday why 
it’s important for you to 
make advance directives before you are in 
a circumstance where you cannot make 
your wishes known. Do Not Resusci-
tate (DNR) orders, quality of life deci-
sions, and designating people to act on 
your behalf should be a part of everyone's 
healthcare plan.

He will talk about health care proxy, 
living will and Medical Orders for 
Life-Sustaining Treatment (MOLST).

As a long time com-
munications professional, 
Bill's background includes 
communications manage-
ment in radio, television, 
corporate communications, 
development, marketing, 
public relations and new 
media.

Pfohl has consulted for 
Fortune 500 companies, 

universities and colleges. He has writ-
ten, produced and edited documentaries, 
television shows, news programs and 
published magazine and newspaper arti-
cles and blogs.

Hospice of Central New York, as our 
community’s expert resource at the end-
of-life, provides comprehensive comfort 
care to patients and families through, 
bereavement counseling, education and 
collaboration.  z

Scene & Herd Reboot: A Recap of 7/13
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, July 13 ~ It was a gorgeous 
summer day when PE Charlie Beach 
wielded the gavel for the first time, pinch 
hitting for Prez Kev who was unable to 
attend. Assisted by PP Jim Morrow’s 
adorable gals (Gabby and Cassidy), 
Charlie led us in the pledge, called on PP 
Brad for a rousing rendition of America 
and brought PP John (you know who) 
to the podium for another of his enter-
taining and thoughtful invocations, this 
one comprehensively commemorating 

France’s Bastille Day, Friday the 13th 
and George M. Cohen’s “You’re a Grand 
Old Flag.”

We welcomed visiting Bonnie Nash, 
spouse to PP Jim, Richard Moffett, a 
visiting Rotarian from Simi Valley, CA 
and Jim M.’s Gabby and Cassidy. After 
song, Richard and Charlie exchanged 
Rotary flags and official Club greetings. 
We sang to PP Jim Nash and PP John 
Lewien on the occasion of their respec-
tive birthdays whereupon Charlie called 
on PP Jim Morrow to introduce a new PROGRAM CHAIR ~ DENNY BALDWIN

drbaldwin32@gmail.com

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE • CLUB #42 • ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 7150 • CHARTERED 1912 • FRIDAY, JULY 20, 2018

JULY 20
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee July Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Bill Pfohl: Hospice of CNY

JULY 27
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors July Meeting 

(moved from July 13)

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Karen Mihalyi: 

Syracuse Community Choir

AUGUST 3
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Hanna Ring: Citizens Campaign, 

Protect Our Water

AUGUST 10
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors August Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

see IFW HELPS page 2 >>

A Look Ahead

William Pfohl, Communications 
Officer, Hospice CNY
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A Giant Rotary Reef
Artificial reef in the shape of a Rotary wheel 

restores marine life in the Philippines
rotary.org

In the calm blue waters of Lamon Bay lies a source of 
pride for local fishermen and a submerged salute to Rotary: 
an artificial reef in the shape of a Rotary wheel.

The wheel has helped restore the local fishing industry, 
which was devastated by large-scale commercial fishing 
vessels that used dynamite, cyanide, and fine mesh nets 
from the late 1990s through the early 2000s.

Fishing is considered the lifeblood of the area’s coastal 
villages, including Balubad, Lubi, Talaba, and Kilait, and for 
years, village fishermen fought to protect the waters that fed 
their families.

In 2005, the fishermen turned to the Rotary Club of Ati-
monan, Quezon Province, Philippines, for help. They de-
cided to build an artificial reef. 

The club partnered with the Rotary Club of Madera, Cal-
ifornia, USA, on a Rotary Foundation grant to help fund 
the project, which would cost more than $1 million. 

They built the reef in the shape of a Rotary wheel, which 
just happens to have plenty of surface area for coral to 
grow on and plenty of nooks for fish to shelter in. Made of 
steel-reinforced concrete, it’s 600 meters from the coastline, 

measures about 4 meters tall and 21 meters wide (13 by 70 
feet), and weighs several tons.

Today, the wheel, touted as the biggest artificial reef in 
the Philippines, is covered with coral and has withstood 
several typhoons. It attracts fish, including jacks, surgeon-
fish, mangrove red snappers, groupers, longfin bannerfish, 
flounders, pompanos, batfish, and barracudas, among other 
marine creatures. 

“Before the reef, the fishermen were barely able to catch a 
kilo [2.2 pounds] of fish apiece,” says Oca Chua, past pres-
ident of the Rotary Club of Atimonan and the project’s 
chair. “Today they catch fish weighing up to 2 kilos apiece 
a day.” 

Protecting the fish has been just one benefit of the ef-
fort. The reef also became a tourist attraction that boosted 
the local economy. Fishermen build bamboo rafts and rent 
them to tourists who visit the reef to eat, rest, dive, and even 
feed the fishes.  z

member, Jim Yonai, a former member of the Oneida Rota-
ry Club who decided to throw in with us having moved to 
the Syracuse area—our good fortune! Jim acknowledged his 
membership with a few introductory remarks, and we then 
proceeded to the 50/50 where PP Gary elected to take the 
$5, leaving Bonnie to draw for that elusive Red Queen, and 
elusive it was for her. Dr. Al Falcone threw in an extra prize 
if someone could name an item you can purchase readily in 
grocery stores in the States but never in Paris. Bob Sargent 
took a stab at the question but it turns out the “no can pur-
chase in Paris item” was none other than A&W Root Beer, 
a favorite of Dr. Al. Merci beaucoup, Al, for sweetening the 
pot….

PP Denny introduced our guest speaker, Lori Klivak, Se-
nior Services Director at InterFaith Works. Lori indicated 
that their primary mission with Senior Services was to reduce 
isolation and loneliness so as to promote aging with digni-
ty. Seems the need is great, with more than 14,000 folks in 
CNY alone at risk of isolation. IFW has 3 programs to com-
bat the problem—Senior Companions, a 32 year old effort 
to pair senior low income volunteers with frail elderly who 
want to remain in their homes. Last year the program drew 
58 volunteer companions, serving about 180 frail elders with 
more than 60,000 service hours. Quite an accomplishment. 
Another program—just introduced—is called One to One, 
an effort to pair volunteers of all ages with nursing home 
residents in Onondaga County who don’t have the benefit of 
regular visitors. It involves one volunteer, one nursing home 
and one resident each week. Lori has great hopes for the suc-
cess of this program which will help put a dent into loneli-
ness in nursing homes which contributes to a break down in 
health. The third program relates to senior refugees, comple-
menting IFW’s long time refugee resettlement efforts. They 
call it Aging by Design which addresses the unique needs of 
senior refugees and their caregivers. The Aging by Design 
program includes a Medical Supply Closet which, among 

other assistive devices, of-
fers—as PP Jim expressed 
so eloquently—sock pull-
er uppers…. (You had to 
be there) and a Gather 
Around experience to help 
refugees with their conver-
sational English. Thanks, 
Lori, for a very enlight-
ening and well presented 
program and for the very 
beneficial work IFW does 

for the elderly—who knows, some of us may reach that ex-
alted state some day….If any of you are inspired to volunteer, 
donate, learn more about IFW, etc., check out their web site 
at www.interfaithworkscny.org.  z

FRIDAY, JULY 20, 2018

IFW helps people age with dignity       <<  from pg.  1

Banner exchange: RCS PE Charlie Beach & 
Richard Moffet of Simi Valley, CA
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FRIDAY  |  JULY 27
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
JULY MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

FRIDAY  |  JULY 20
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
JULY MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS
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2018-19 Program 
Committee Seeks Your Input
2018-19 Program Committee  |  Dennis Baldwin, Chair

The Program Committee wants to know what you’d like 
with respect to our meeting programs for 2018-19. We’re 
already booked into August but welcome any ideas you may 
have for good programs later this year. Please share your 
druthers (likes along with dislikes) with Denny Baldwin, 
Chair, at 315 436 0896 or drbaldwin32@gmail.com.  z

52 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 7/20

FRANK DECKER
Birthday: July 18
Joined: March 1977

DAN MORROW
Birthday: July 18
Joined: January 1984

NEXT 2 MEETING LOCATIONS
JULY 20 - Members Lounge
JULY 27 - Onondaga Room

New banners (above), as a part of the Onondaga County Literacy Roundtable's Adult Literacy Awareness campaign funded 
by Syracuse Rotary, were launched at the Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County's "Summer Learning Day with Daniel 
Tiger" event last week at Destiny USA with almost 3,000 attending. 



The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is comprised of two entities; the 
Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the 
Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. Together, 
the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse 
community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long 
trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of 
which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
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