
PRESIDENT 
MARYLIN GALIMI

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
KEVIN VISCONTI

SECRETARY 
MICHAEL GEORGE

TREASURER 
DAN MORROW

 SERGENT-AT-ARMS  
JAMES MORROW

This Week: Adult Education Roundtable
Co-chair, Mark Cass: ED Northside Learning Center

Program Committee

Mark Cass is the co-chair of the Adult 
Education Roundtable of the Literacy 
Coalition of Onondaga County, a group 
of Adult Literacy providers whose goal 
is to expand and improve adult educa-
tion services in our community.

On Friday, Mark will present an up-
date on the just-launched public aware-
ness project supported by The Rota-
ry Club of Syracuse with matching 
resources from the CNY Community 
Foundation.

Mark's "day job" is serving as the 
executive director of the North Side 
Learning Center. He has worked in the 
adult literacy field for 25 years. 

The North Side Learning Center was 
founded in 2009 and exists to aid in 
adult and youth literacy development, 
and to be instrumental in teaching 
self-sufficiency and self-actualization to 
newcomers in our community. Students 
come from dozens of countries around 
the world. Beyond the core of teaching 

English to adults and providing aca-
demic support to their children, addi-
tional programs are offered as resources 
allow. Services are provided to over 150 
students annually.

The Adult Education Roundtable 
(AER), a collaborative group of local 
Adult Literacy/Adult Education pro-
viders and supporters in Onondaga 
County, have joined forces to raise pub-
lic awareness of the adult literacy needs 
in our community. Adult Education and 
Literacy Programs deliver quality ser-
vices to over 4,000 adult students each 
year, but this represents a fraction of the 
adults in Onondaga County in need of 
literacy services. The awareness cam-
paign seeks to increase these numbers, 
and generate support and engagement 
from organizations and individuals who 
would like to help eradicate illiteracy in 
our community. 

A grant from the Rotary Club of Syr-
acuse was matched by the CNY Com-
munity Foundation to develop this col-
lective awareness campaign.  z

Scene & Herd Reboot: A Recap of 6/15
Anonymous Syracuse Rotaria

Friday, June 15 ~ Martha Hutchinson, 
Volunteer and Outreach Coordinator 
for the CNY Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association, was with us today to share 
her thoughts on the Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease crisis. Her presentation was fitting 
as June is Alzheimer’s and Brain Aware-
ness Month. But first PE Kevin took to 
the podium to lead us in the pledge, call 
on PP Brad to conduct a rousing version 

of God Bless America and introduce he 
who needs no introduction—the ven-
erable “Pastor” John, for the invocation 
which featured an ode to the ever pres-
ent ball cap, to which this reporter says 
“Hat’s off to John.”

PP Jim Morrow jokingly introduced 
visiting Rotarian, Al Kosoff (nice to see 
you back, Al) and Kim Dwyer’s husband, 
Tom, who may be a prospective mem-
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JUNE 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Mark Cass, Co-chair 

Adult Education Roundtable (AER)

JUNE 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
2018-19 Changing of the Guard 
Out with Galimi - In with Visconti

JULY 6
NO ROTARY ACTIVITY 
IN OBSERVANCE OF 

INDEPENDENCE DAY

JULY 13
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors July Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Lori Klivak, Senior Services 
Director, InterFaith Works

JULY 20
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee July Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Bill Pfohl: Hospice of CNY

A Look Ahead
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Rotary Works to Alleviate the Refugee Crisis 
Rotary members all over the world have changed the lives of thousands of refugees

rotary.org  |  Ryan Hyland

The statistics are staggering. More than 28,000 people are 
uprooted from their homes each day as a result of war, op-
pression, and poverty. That’s nearly 20 people per minute. 

By the end of 2016, an unprecedented 68.5 million people, 
from West Africa to South Asia, have been forcibly displaced, 
making it the world’s worst migrant crisis in history. 

The wave of migrants and refugees has overwhelmed 
the international community, putting a particular strain on 
neighboring countries and Europe. Turkey hosts the largest 
number of refugees with nearly 3 million. Pakistan is second. 
Germany is the only high-income country in the top ten host 
nations, with about 700,000 refugees and asylum-seekers. 

The seven-year war in Syria has been the been the biggest 
driver of the refugee crisis, with millions fleeing the country 
since the conflict began in 2011.

A shockingly high percent of the world’s displaced are 
children. More than half the refugees are under age 18. 

Rotary clubs are doing their part to help alleviate the 
global refugee crisis with projects that help bring water and 
health care to refugee camps, funds for families to move to 
safer countries, and more. Over the last several years, clubs 
and districts have used roughly $3 million of global grant 
funds toward refugee-related projects and scholarships. 

On World Refugee Day, held every year on 20 June, peo-
ple worldwide salute the strength, courage, and contribu-

tions of refugees who abandon their homes in a desperate 
search for safety.

How have Rotary members changed the lives of refu-
gees? In Nova Scotia, Canada, the Rotary Club of Amherst 
brought two families from war-torn Syria to their country, 
where the refugees are starting a new life. The club galvanized 
other community groups to help the families assimilate with 
the town and culture. The Rotary Club of Merritt, British 
Columbia, also pooled resources to bring a family from Syria 
to Canada.

Rotary Districts 2452 in Lebanon and 6560 in Indiana, 
USA, helped provide lifesaving heart surgeries for 32 Leb-
anese children and 10 Syrian refugee children. The district 
used a $185,000 global grant to fund the procedures.  z

FRIDAY, JUNE 22, 2018

The 2018-19 Program 
Committee Seeks Your Input
Program Committee  |  Denny Baldwin, Chair (18-19)

The Program Committee wants to know what you’d like 
with respect to our meeting programs for 2018-19. We’re 
already booked into August but welcome any ideas you 
may have for good programs later this year. Please share 
your druthers (likes along with dislikes) with Denny Bald-
win, Chair, at 315 436 0896 or drbaldwin32@gmail.com. 

https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-helps-alleviate-refugee-crisis
mailto:drbaldwin32@gmail.com
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Alzheimer's cure on horizon?           <<  from pg.  1

Cake & Candles
KIMBERLY "KIM" DWYER
Birthday: June 18
Joined: October 2015

ber—welcome, Tom! Next up, the Birthdayites including PE 
Kevin, Kim, PP Gary and Bob Sargent, to whom we sang 
(more or less) our traditional Happy Birthday song.

On the 50/50 PP Vern belatedly discovered that he had 
the winning number, only to draw something other than 
the Red Queen—alas…. That left the $5 bucks to John Mc-
Grath, causing PP Jim to quip “Do you want it in bitcoin 
or cash”? Lots of happy dollars including one from PP Jim 
Glad (happy about his 41 years of wedded bliss), another 
from Bob Sargent (he’s turning a young 81), still another 
from PP Brad (who was, he averred, just happy) and a final 
one from PP Vern (celebrating 64 years of happy marriage). 
Now that’s Happy….

Kevin introduced our speaker, Martha Hutchinson, who 
proceeded to articulately fill us in on what’s up with Alz-
heimer’s. But before that, Martha told us that she enjoyed 
a wonderful year (2005) as a Rotary Exchange Student in 
Sweden. (So Martha you’re always welcome to join Syracuse 
Rotary). On Alzheimer’s we learned that there currently are 
about 5.7 million people in the US suffering from Alzhei-
mer’s Disease, and it’s growing rapidly. Right now Alzhei-
mer’s Disease is the 6th leading cause of death in the US, 
and sadly, at this point there is no cure, although Martha said 
that they are shooting for a cure by 2025. We were reminded 
that there are various forms of dementia including Alzhei-
mer’s which accounts for about 70% of all dementia. Mar-
tha indicated that the Alzheimer’s Association is a national 
organization with many chapters in New York, including 
the CNY Chapter which covers 14 counties. Its programs 
and services are always free and include: General info, care 
consultations, support groups, education and training, safety 
services, social engagement and respite care, some of which 
is online. Martha said that the CNY chapter welcomes vol-
unteers and financial support to assist their efforts on be-
half of the Alzheimer’s patients and caregivers. A primary 
fund raising event, their Walk to End Alzheimer’s Disease, 
is scheduled this year for September 29 and their Longest 
Day event will be held all next week honoring their many 
caregivers. She concluded by urging us to contact a primary 
care doctor at the first signs of difficulty for a loved one, as 
there are treatments which can at least delay or temporari-
ly mitigate the disease. Nicely done, Martha. We appreciate 
your bringing us up to date on Alzheimer’s and wish you and 
your colleagues all the best in your important work.  z

,  

MEMBERSHIPDISTRICT NEWS pg 2
CLUB      July '17    May '18

ADIRONDACK FOOTHILLS   29      26 
AUBURN    42      45 
BALDWINSVILLE   55       60 
CAMDEN    9        9 
CAMILLUS-SOLVAY-GEDDES  33       32 
CANASTOTA   18       17 
CATO    16       16 
CAZENOVIA   14       14 
CHITTENANGO   36       34 
DEWITT    72       83 
DOLGEVILLE   19       18 
EASTWOOD   27       27 
E-CLUB OF SYRACUSE  14       14 
FAYETTEVILLE-MANLIUS   3       15 
FULTON    24       27 
FULTON SUNRISE   24       21 
GREATER UTICA SUNRISE  7        6 
HAMILTON   30       33 
KUYAHOORA VALLEY  25       28 
LITTLE FALLS   28       25 
MARCELLUS   28       26 
MOHAWK VALLEY   28       35 
MORAVIA   17       16 
NEW HARTFORD   25       25 
NORTH UTICA-WHITESTOWN 22       21 
ONEIDA    53       56 
ONONDAGA NORTH  7        8 
ORISKANY FALLS   20       17 
OSWEGO    31       30 
OSWEGO SUNRISE   15       17 
ROME    38       35 
SAUQUOIT   16       13 
SHERRILL   11       12 
SKANEATELES   60       56 
SKANEATELES SUNRISE  17       16 
SOUTHERN CAYUGA   3        5 
SYRACUSE   60       51 
SYRACUSE INNER CITY  11       9 
SYRACUSE SUNRISE  19       21 
TULLY    21       20 
UTICA    114      109 
WATERVILLE   17       18 
WEST  WINFIELD    8        9  
TOTAL    1,166      1,175

COME TO THE RYLA 
BANQUET NEXT MONTH

In addition to being our fearless leader this past 
Rotary year, District Governor Phyllis is the chair fo 
the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA). That 
means she doesn't get to rest on July 1 - she has to 
wait until July 9, after the weekend of leadership 
training is complete. If you are not familiar, RYLA is 
a three day program held at Cazenovia College 
each July where students, chosen and sponsored 
by clubs from our district, come together to learn 
about leadership and how they can gain experience 
through service. If you wish to participate in the 
chaperone committee that stays with the kids all 
weekend (sleeping in the dorms and eating all the 
delicious meals) contact DG Phyllis. If you can't 
commit to the whole weekend, but are interested in 
learning more about the program, you can attend 
the final banquet that is open to all!

 
Sunday, July 8 at noon 

$15 per person 
MUST SIGN UP BY JUNE 29TH 

contact Barb Devendorf at 
(H)315-655-4271
(C)315-256-2143

or barbara@GandWcpas.com

UPDATED BYLAWS NOW 
AVAILABLE ON SITE

The updated District bylaws, 
voted on and passed at the 
District Conference, are now 
available on the district web 
site at www.rotary7150.org.
You will find them under the 
Useful Pages tab or click 
here: https://goo.gl/pHUocn

The site is always being 
updated with great 
resources for clubs, so take 
some time to check it out if 
you are looking for 
inspiration, information or 
something new!

7150 Membership Numbers
ROTARY CLUB JULY 2017 MAY 2018



The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is comprised of two entities; the 
Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the 
Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. Together, 
the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse 
community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long 
trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of 
which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
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