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Scene & Herd Reboot: A Recap of 6/1
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, June 1 ~ It was a lovely sum-
mer day as we gathered at Drumlins for 
our weekly meeting, today featuring a 
return visit from Catherine Underhill, 
dynamic Managing Director of the Syr-
acuse Symphoria. Prez Marylin was on 
hand to lead us in the pledge, call on PP 
Brad for a rousing rendition of Ameri-
ca and give way to Big John Lewien for 
a refreshing invocation, purposely cut 

short, quipped John, so that he could go 
into great detail on his Foundation Trea-
surer’s Report later in the meeting….

We greeted visiting Rotarian and old 
friend, Dick Ford and said hello again 
to Ray Leach’s son, Doug. We also sent 
birthday greetings, in absentia, to long 
time Rotarian, Nate Podkaminer.

Syracuse Rotary Foundation Presi-
dent, Volker Weiss, took to the podium PROGRAM CHAIR ~ KEVIN VISCONTI

kvisconti@ae.cadaretgrant.com

This Week: Mercy Flight Central
Jeff Bartkoski: Critical Care At Your Most Critical Hour

Program Committee

“I believe there is purity to our mission that very few causes 
can claim. We are independent, community-based and nonprofit. 
We exist for only one purpose: To appear from out of the sky and 
save lives. With speed, skill and compassion, we will help people 
survive the worst illnesses and accidents and go on to fulfilling 
futures. This is our pledge to you” 

~ Jeff Bartkoski, President/CEO, Mercy Flight Central
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JUNE 8
11:10 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors June Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Jeff Bartkoski 

Mercy Flight Central

JUNE 15
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Foundation Trustee June Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Alheimer's Association

JUNE 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
TBA

JUNE 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
2018-19 Changing of the Guard 

Out with Galimi - In with Visconti

JULY 6
NO ROTARY ACTIVITY 
IN OBSERVANCE OF 

INDEPENDENCE DAY

Mercy Flight Central has served the 
community since 1992 as an indepen-
dent, non-profit air medical service.

Their primary base is where they 
started in Canandaigua, with another 
base in Marcellus and in Rome. The 
organization's revenue and resources all 
stay in New York State and their out-
reach services include partnering with 
regional hospitals and emergency re-
sponse agencies to provide educational 
seminars and training for local EMS 
communities.

Mercy Flight is the region’s only inde-
pendent, non-profit organization of air 
medical professionals. That means they 

have complete freedom to always put 
the patient’s interests first. They have 
no affiliations with a specific health sys-
tem, which could affect decisions. They 
fly patients to key trauma centers in the 
Central NY and Finger Lakes regions. 
There are no shareholders to satisfy and 
they provide care to anyone in need, 
anywhere within a 150-mile flying ra-
dius.

As part of an organized trauma sys-
tem, air medical services cut the inju-
ry-to-operating-room time signifi-
cantly. Medical helicopters, dispatched 
simultaneously with ground EMS, can 

see IN THE AIR  page 2 >>
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The Foundation is healthy and Symphoria is lean and mean                                                <<  from pg.  1

FRIDAY  |  JUNE 8
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
JUNE MEETING  |  11:10AM  |  DRUMLINS

FRIDAY  |  JUNE 15
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
JUNE MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

for the Foundation’s annual meeting. We 
learned from Treasurer John that during 
the year grants in the name of Syracuse 
Rotary of about $34,000 were handed 
out to a variety of local non profits, still 
leaving a corpus in the Foundation of 
almost $700,000, thanks to our prede-
cessors and good current stewardship. 
John also assured us that when all was 
said and done, the books balance—
amen to that. John Bertram announced 
the slate of proposed elected SRF Trust-
ees for 2018-19 who include: Brad 
Strait (Foundation President), Vern 
Lee, Dave DeSilva, Pat Spadafora, Jim 
Gladziszewski (Foundation Vice Presi-
dent), Butch DeAngelo, Mike George, 
John Lewien (Foundation Treasurer), 
John Bertram (Foundation Secretary) 
and Bob Sherburne, along with the 5 
Rotarians who will serve as Trustees by 
virtue of their Club office, namely, Kev-
in Visconti (Club President), Marylin 
Galimi (Immediate Past Club Presi-
dent), Volker Weiss (Immediate Past 
SRF President), Charlie Beach (Club 
Vice President) and Jim Morrow (P&C 
Chair). Needless to say all were duly 
unanimously elected by the Club Mem-
bers present. In closing Volker thanked 
Club Members for their past support 
of the Foundation and urged everyone 
to contribute again this year. Kudos to 
Volker and his team for another very 
good Foundation year.

Dr. Daya presented a flag from the 
Sharpstown, TX Rotary Club which 
he recently visited. He was also proud 
to say that the flag was accompanied by 

a check from the Sharpstown Club in 
support of his 3 D hand printer project 
which will be featured at this year’s NYS 
Fair. Prez Marylin talked briefly about 
recent news reports concerning her em-
ployer, Upstate University Hospital, in-
vited questions and assured all that the 
leadership team there was on top of the 
situation. On the 50/50, Bob Sargent 
was the lucky winner, only to have his 
luck stop at possessing the winning tick-
et as the Red Queen was no where to 
be found. The five bucks went to lucky 
PP Jim Glad who promptly put $1 in 
the Happy Dollar fund in honor of his 
grand daughter’s birthday. Other HDs 
came from John Lewien, Jim Morrow 
and Dr. Daya.

Marylin introduced Catherine Un-
derhill by essentially noting that her fre-
quent visits to Rotary made an intro un-
necessary. Catherine thanked the Club 
for its generous grant in support of Sym-
phoria’s Arts for All Event last January 
at the State Fair Grounds and reminded 
us that the 2 for 1 concert ticket deal 
(RO1718) is still good for 2018. Her up-
date on Symphoria as it concludes it 5th 
full season was positive—all important 
markers (ticket sales, subscribers, dona-
tions, number of concerts, artistic quali-
ty, engaging a wonderful artistic director 
in Lawrence Loh, diverse programming, 
number of people served, etc.) are on a 
upward trend. We were reminded that 
Symphoria is only 1 of 2 so called co-op 
orchestras in the country where the mu-
sicians are essentially the at risk owners. 
Catherine said that part of Symphoria’s 

success can be attributed to its being 
“right sized” for the Syracuse commu-
nity. For example this year’s Symphoria 
budget is about $2.3 million compared 
to the old Symphony’s yearly budget of 
$7 million. Staff is also right sized with 
just 7 paid employees including only 2 
full time employees, Catherine being 
one, although Catherine described her 
job—which she loves—as something 
like drinking from a fire hose. Later this 
year Symphoria will be honoring the 
area women’s suffrage movement with 
a series of concerts designed especially 
to encourage young people to vote. She 
invited us to attend one or more of the 
various free concerts this summer, espe-
cially the one scheduled for the St. Joe’s 
Amphitheater on July 4. Among other 
accomplishments since Catherine ar-
rived are free shuttle buses for the pops/
classic series, development of the Syra-
cuse Youth Orchestras, upwards of 100 
concerts a year, 1500 subscribers and over 
100,000 people served last year alone. 
The only dark cloud on the horizon is 
that musician pay is still miserably low 
(about one third of what the Rochester 
musicians are paid, Catherine said), so 
shortly Symphoria will be introducing a 
special campaign to help boost that pay 
so we can all continue to count on such 
musical excellence right here in Syra-
cuse. Kudos to Catherine and her team 
for an excellent job of bringing music to 
our ears. Be sure to attend an upcom-
ing concert and for more info look at  
www.experiencesymphoria.org.  z 

CAKE & 
CANDLES

GARY WILSON
Birthday: June 4
Joined: October 2007

RALPH BROWN
Birthday: June 9
Joined: May 1986

http://www.experiencesymphoria.org
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give over 54% of the US population access to a full-service 
trauma center within 60 minutes that they otherwise would 
not have.

Helicopters are used for the transport of patients from 
the scene of an injury to a hospital, and for shorter flights 
between smaller hospitals and trauma centers or specialty 
hospitals. Helicopters fly point-to-point, minimizing the 
time out of hospital, and avoiding the traffic delays experi-
enced by ground ambulances.

Air Medical Services are a limited resource, which over 
time has prompted the need for guidelines on when to use 
helicopters and airplanes for transports. Criteria has been 
defined at state, regional, and national levels to ensure 
proper use of these valuable services. Public safety agencies 
such as EMS, Fire and Rescue, and Hospitals can receive 
training from Mercy Flight Central on proper utilization 
of their services.

Mercy Flight reaches out to county-based 911 centers to 
educate and promote the proper use of their service. These 
centers are encouraged to take advantage of Mercy Flight's 
air medical communications educational seminars where 
training is focused on the benefits of early notification. 

Speaking Friday is Jeff Bartkoski, a 30-year veteran of 
the U.S. Navy. Jeff was a Professor of Naval Science at the 
University of Rochester and also the Deputy Commander/
Chief of Staff for the Joint Functional Component Com-
mand for Integrated Missile Defense, U.S. Strategic Com-
mand. He was the Commanding Officer aboard the USS 
BLUE RIDGE (LCC 19) in Yokosuka, Japan and a Navi-
gator aboard the USS ENTERPRISE (CVN 65) and USS 
JOHN F KENNEDY (CV 67).

Jeff was the Commanding Officer aboard the Helicopter 
Anti-Submarine Squadron FOUR SIX (HSL-46) in May-
port, FL. Mr. Bartowksi was a Political-Military Affairs Of-
ficer for the U.S. Department of State in Washington D.C. 

Jeff has an MBA in Business administration from the 
University of Rochester, a Master of Arts (MA) in Defence 
Studies from Kings College London and a BS in Ocean 
Engineering from the U.S. Naval Academy.  z
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25 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 6/8

New Member Application: 
Notification Week 2 of 2

Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  
Syracuse, Inc., the following prospective member: James A. 
Yonai, Ph.D., has been approved for membership in The 
Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. by the Board of Directors 
(Emergency Meeting) on May 18, 2018. By-Law Article 
X - Election to Membership, Section 1 - Active members, 
Sub-section 3 and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the application to the Classifications 
and Memberships Committees, the name of the proposed 
member, the firm represented, the classification under 
which he or she is proposed, and the name of the sponsor 
shall be published in the Rotary Press for two successive 
weeks, during which period any member of the Syracuse 
Rotary Club in good standing may file written objections 
with the Rotary Office, which shall refer the same to the 
proper committee for consideration.
4) Upon completion of the publication an the deliberations 
of Classifications and Membership Committees, the 
Committees shall report at the next meeting of the Board 
of Directors. If both Committees recommend approval, 
the Membership Committee shall move for election of the 
prospective member.
The individual listed below has voluntarily submitted an 
application for membership to the Rotary Club of Syracuse, 
Inc. via electronic form at www.syracuserotary.org. This is 
the second of two Syracuse Rotary Press publications for 
this applicant.

*********************************************************************
DATE OF APPLICATION:  ............................................ MAY 12, 2018
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER:  .....................JAMES A. YONAI, PH.D.
FIRM/EMPLOYER:  .............MADISON CO. MENTAL HEALTH 
POSITION / TITLE:  ...................................................... RETIRED
CLASSIFICATION:  ....................................................................... TBD
SYRACUSE ROTARIAN SPONSOR:  .............. J. GLADZISZEWSKI
RECEIVED VIA: ....................... WEBSITE APPLICATION FORM
*********************************************************************

In the Air - Critical Care                         <<  from pg.  1
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"How a Meth Lab Made Me an Author"
M.J. Woods  |  Author

At my dad’s small law firm in Central 
New York, the Thursday before Labor Day, 
2016 came and went like most of the twen-
ty some I’d worked there. For my father, 
same as the forty plus years of his career 
spent coming and going from his building.

In the library, the smell still strong of old 
law books dating back to the 1800s, now 
obsolete, but a treasured collection start-
ed by my great-grandfather. Piles of pink 
message slips strewn about desks, stacks of 
folders with work still to get to — some to 
be completed before the holiday weekend.

In the storefront next to us — a ladies’ 
beauty shop — men talked or read the pa-
per, waiting for their ladies of a certain age 
who would exit with freshly set curls.

And on the second floor, two apartments 
housed two distinct tenants. Ultimately, 
each one leaving opposite impacts on our 
lives.

One who proudly contributed to the 
upkeep of our mid-1800s building for his 
four years of tenancy; a true gentleman who 
lived more than 80 years. He was a loyal 
friend to my father, appreciative for each 
favor in return for all the time and atten-
tion given to our relic of a building. He was 
an avid reader, a father and grandfather. A 
man who became a part of our daily life 
when he’d pop by on visits to and from the 
library, to the doctor, to the park.

The other resident is unworthy of nam-
ing, except to say his choice of company 
led to our building’s demise, and the tragic 
passing of my father’s friend.

The 2 bedroom apartment itself was more 
worthy of mention, with its soaring ceilings 
covered in tin, its walls of plaster and lath. 
Giant windows overlooked a quaint Main 
Street and provided views of the stately old 
bank building across from it.

This was my first rented home when I 
left home. It housed many a family member 
over the years when they found it their only 
option, turning to Dad as landlord. But 
there was no family living in it on this day.

That Thursday, on my desk in the law of-
fice sat a dish garden filled with lush green 
leaves, sunflowers and fresh dirt, a gift from 
my sister for completing the writing of my 
first novel the month before.

I’d written the manuscript in my spare 
time while working full time and doing all 
things working moms with busy families 
do.

At six-thirty Friday morning Mom 
called, saddled with being the bearer of 
horrible news.

An explosion from the intended produc-
tion of crystal meth upstairs set the entire 
structure on fire. As the owner of the build-
ing, my father had been called. He’d been 
on the scene since three a.m., wondering if 
his friend would be okay, watching as our 
local heroes fought the blaze.

Though several people in the perpetra-
tor’s company escaped, our friend did not.

To us, this was the most devastating loss 
(and still is).

Not the family history. Not the work that 
would still be there anyway, with or without 
paper to back it up. Not my vibrant dish 
garden that symbolized one of my life’s best 
accomplishments.

It was the loss of life, of someone who 
gave everything to something that he was 
lost within.

Our family’s cottage at a nearby lake was 
the intended location where we’d spend 
Labor Day weekend, another place of 
cherished history in our family for over 90 
years. Kids would complain about returning 
to school as adults rejoiced. One last swim, 
one last barbecue. Our extended family 
would arrive today from all over, ready to 
celebrate the end of a season.

Instead, my father spent Friday observ-
ing the scene, while I worked. I attended 
a real estate closing in a nearby county on 
his behalf. He insisted there was nothing to 
see, that I could — and should — stay away.

But after work was done, I went. Ar-
riving, devastation and shock dominated, 
though the fire had long been put out, the 
sun shining on a bright day.

We huddled across the street as inves-
tigators worked the scene. Friends and 
colleagues in the community helped us in 
whatever way they could that weekend and 
well beyond.

Saturday we grieved at our camp, sur-
rounded by our family for support. Sun-
day, once time had been spent for recovery 
of our departed friend and professionals 
cleared the way, we spent the day sifting 

through a pile of rubble in search of any-
thing salvageable. Indeed, we were sur-
prised at the amount of paper items we did 
recover, given the building was a total loss.

A crane crawled through the debris and 
carried away my great-grandfather’s an-
tique safes (too heavy for ten humans to 
lift) to a flatbed.

We were excited when pending files were 
found, ecstatic to find mementos remind-
ing us of happier days or the meaningful 
possessions of our friend that could be re-
turned to his family.

I worked from my cell phone for a few 
days, still taking cases even if it was from 
the driver’s seat of my car. We wandered 
around the town we’d worked in for de-
cades feeling displaced. We had a growing 
amount of work to do and nowhere to do it.

We secured office space across the street 
in that old bank building that week. We 
couldn’t bear renting a 2nd floor suite over-
looking the scene of the fire — what was, by 
then, a hole in the ground surrounded by 
only crumbling foundation walls. Instead, 
we rented the two small suites at the rear of 
the building, facing away from ghosts.

And somehow, mindset shifted.
While clients are as important as ever, 

new cases are more carefully accepted. For 
both of us, more time was spent with family 
and friends, recovering and reflecting.

Thinking about what might be next.
For me, what came next was writing.
I completed edits on that first novel and 

published it two months later.
I wrote and published two more novels 

to complete the trilogy before the following 
November (2017).

It’s been nearly two years, the tragedy 
still seeming more like a movie script than 
reality.

Our office marches on. We have the same 
phone number we’ve had for 40 plus years, 
and it doesn’t stop ringing.

But more time is now spent with my 
muse than with file folders and message 
slips and emails.

I have two new novels in the works that 
will release this summer.

Anyone who will listen now hears that 
I’m an author.

Perhaps in part because of that tragic day, 
this is what I do.  z

FEATURE COLUMN
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