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Scene & Herd Reboot: A Recap of 5/4
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday May 4 ~ Wow, spring finally 
popped. Great weather today to wel-
come our special guest, Samara Hannah, 
Executive Director of the Red House, a 
local non profit dedicated to the produc-
tion and presentation of interdisciplin-
ary works, theater, music and visual art. 
But more on that later.

Prez Marylin smartly brought us to 
order about 12:30 expertly dodging and 

weaving to accommodate our cramped 
quarters in the first floor Members 
Lounge. We pledged, listened to PP 
Brad belt out a rousing rendition of God 
Bless America and stood (alas) for PP 
John Lewien’s concise invocation where 
he, apropos our program today, urged us 
to Go Forth and Act Well. Don’t Just 
Act.

PP Denny expressed thanks and ap-
preciation to the group for their terrific 

This Week: NYS Fair's Troy Waffner
Acting Director will visit Friday with overview of changes

Program Committee

The Great New York 
State Fair begins August 
22 and runs for 13 days, 
ending on Labor Day. 
But, other things happen 
at the 375 acre site near 
Onondaga Lake on the 
other 352 days of the year.

As a matter of fact, 
happening now, May 11-13, is a horse 
show at the Toyota Coliseum. On 
Chevy Court, the Syracuse Food Truck 
& Craft Beer Festival will be under 
way this Saturday (I may just go to that 
one!!). Next week the the entire Mid-
way and fairgrounds will be the venue 
for the Susan G. Gorman CNY Paws 
for the Cure, a paw-freindly, one-mile 
walk followed the next day by the orga-
nization's main event, the 2018 Kome 
CNY Race for the Cure. 

What we know today as The NYS 
Fairgrounds (now branded as "The 

Empire Expo Center")  
has gone through many 
changes since 1890 when 
the Syracuse Land Com-
pany donated a 100-acre 
tract of land in Geddes 
to the New York State 
Agricultural Society, the 
founders of The Fair.

In 1908, a $2-million 
long-term building plan was enact-
ed which would last for two decades. 
During this time, the Manufacturers 
and Liberal Arts Building, now the 
Center of Progress Building, was con-
structed. It was joined by the Dairy 
Products Building and Grange Build-
ing (now the Science & Industry Build-
ing) in 1910. The Coliseum was opened 
in 1923, initially serving as host to the 
World's Dairy Congress. 

To address a growing and nostal-
gic public interest in local history, the 
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see NEW MEMBER page 2 >>

see VAN ROBINSON page 2  >>

MAY 11
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors May Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Troy Waffner 

New York State Fair

MAY 18
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
SCSD Student Recognition

MAY 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Jeff Bartkoski- Mercy Flight

JUNE 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Symphoria!

JUNE 8
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors May Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Mercy Flight

see TRANSFORMING page 3 >>
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One of our Signature Events
Syracuse Rotary's Student Recognition Awards

Editor  |  James Morrow

For decades, our Rotary Club has reached out to 
high school principals and guidance counselors with-
in the City School District for the purpose of identi-
fying two senior students, one male and one female, 
from each school whom they believe excel in academ-
ic achievement, high levels of personal commitment, 
self-motivation, and involvement in extracurricular 
service activities and community affairs. 

On May 18, the tradition continues when nine 
schools send us eighteen outstanding young people to 
be recognized by our Club.  z
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28 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 5/11

FRIDAY  |  MAY 11
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
MAY MEETING  |  11:10AM  |  DRUMLINS

Friday 5/11 Onondaga Room
Friday 5/18 Onondaga Room
Friday 5/25 Onondaga Room
Friday 6/1 Members Lounge
Friday 6/8 Members Lounge
Friday 7/20  University Room

PLEASE NOTE 
THE LOCATION 

OF THESE UP-
COMING ROTARY 

MEETINGS

support in connection with his Civil Community Award from 
InterFaith Works at their recent dinner celebration. Marylin 
joined Denny in promoting IFW’s mission and urged Rotar-
ians who were unable to attend the dinner to watch the 12 
minute video presentation posted on You Tube.

We all sang Happy Birthday to PP Pete Seiffert and then 
welcomed Kiki’s guest, Kate Shanks-Booth, Executive Direc-
tor of the Women’s Opportunity Center. Lots of Happy Dol-
lars today including some from Joe (Warren) Young (happy 
for PP Denny), Pete Seiffert (happy to have a Happy Birth-
day), PP Dan (happy he could set up his new multi piece patio 
set without injury), Charlie Beach (happy to have SRC show-
case Red House), Bob Sargent (happy to be back from the 
western ski slopes) and Dr. Daya (happy to have InterFaith 
Works in our community).

Prez Marylin called up long time SRC member, John Mar-
sellus, to present him with his 5X Paul Harris pin. Way to go, 
John! John Bertram drew for the Red 50/50 Queen, only to 
pull a lowly Club, thus forfeiting the $5 to Birthdayite Pete.

Denny introduced Samara Hannah who took us on a virtu-
al tour of Red House, an amazing community arts/education 
resource which was founded in 2004. Now into its 14th year 
of existence, Red House (the name derived from the red light 
which goes on to indicate a performance is underway) has a 
$500,000 annual budget, 3 full time employees and an awesome 
repertoire of programs including its signature theater program 
which will soon present the extraordinary La Cage Aux Folles 

in its new 425 seat theater 
in the old Sibleys Building 
on South Salina St. Lesser 
known, perhaps, among its 
many programs is its Red 
Ed, a potpourri of special 
educational events, largely 
for kids, featuring shows, 
camps and classes.  

We learned from Samara 
that the Red House part-
ners and collaborates with 
a host of area partners in-
cluding the Syracuse City 
School District, ARC, Up-
state Medical University 
and the Hillside Family of 
Agencies.  Today Red House reaches more than 30,000 peo-
ple annually, and with their spectacular new facilities (built, 
we learned, by Hayner Hoyt and our own Mike George), the 
hope is to reach many more as they continue to—in Samara’s 
words—use the right side of the brain to power the left. So 
if you haven’t yet, get your tickets now for an upcoming pro-
duction. You won’t regret the experience. For more info, visit 
theredhouse.org.

Next week don’t miss Troy Waffner, Director of the Great 
New York State Fair.  z

New member inducted, welcome back Bob Sargent, and the Red House impresses                                 <<  from pg.  1

NEW MEMBER JOINS SYRACUSE ROTARY:
At exactly 13:04:04 on Friday, May 4, 2018, 
Denny Baldwin inducted Warren Young into 
Syracuse Rotary (for his second time).

FRIDAY  |  MAY 18
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
MAY MEETING  |  11:10AM  |  DRUMLINS
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Transforming into "Empire Expo Center"  <<  from pg.  1 CAKE & CANDLES

SOMEBODY PLEASE 
TAKE A PICTURE OF 

BILL McCRADY 
AND EMAIL IT 

TO THE EDITOR.

WILLIAM "BILL" 
McCRADY
Birthday: May 6
Joined: December 2015

Iroquois village exhibit and an agricultural museum were 
opened in 1928.

The fairgrounds were used as a military base during 
World War II between 1942 and 1947; during this period, 
no fair was held. A truncated fair returned in 1948, fol-
lowed the next year by a six-day, full-scale exposition, with 
large crowds. By the end of the 1950s, the fair had expanded 
to nine days and achieved attendance of over 500,000. The 
James E. Strates Midway was added during this time, with 
nationally known entertainers to attract families and teen-
agers. In 1967, the 1925 Mighty Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe 
Organ was permanently installed in the Empire Theatre of 
the Art & Home Center where it has entertained audiences 
for over 50 years at the fairgrounds.

In 2015, Governor Cuomo announced a transformation 
of the Fairgrounds that included a sweeping redesign of the 
Fairgrounds that included taking out what was previously 
the 17,000 seat Grandstand and mile long dirt track. This 
marked the first major transformation the Fairgrounds had 
seen in 100 years.

The renovation and new construction included rebuilding 
the main gate, making it reminiscent of the 1840 carriage 
entrance. The midway received a new layout that now in-
cludes 15 acres of asphalt the size of over 10 football fields 
with more room and better layout for rides and attractions. 
Improvements include a Kiddieland area, phone charging 
stations, shaded rest areas, and underground electric/water/
sewer for vendors.

Troy Waffner, the acting director of the NYS Fair, will 
visit Syracuse Rotary on Friday to talk about the latest 
changes to the grounds. 

Currently, about half way through construction is the Ex-
position Center, a $60 million, 110,000 square foot, facility 
touted to be the largest events venue of its kind north of 
New York City.  Scheduled to be completed in time for the 
opening of The Fair on August 22, the building will feature 
4,000 retractable seats, a clear span of 250 feet, and space 
enough to hold 500 10-foot by 10-foot booths. 

Fair officials said the center will accomodate events 
throughout the year which will add to the new and im-
proved look of the fairgrounds. 

"Not only are we building for the fair but we're build-
ing for the non-fair. You know the other 50 weeks a year 
when people wonder what we do, and to bring in more high 
end shows, horse shows, more trade shows, more consumer 
shows, that sort of thing," NYS Fair Acting Director Troy 
Waffner told Spectrum News. 

Meanwhile, crews are also improving the Orange parking 
lot by adding about 2,500 more spaces and blacktop.

Both projects are expected to be complete for the over 
one million expected visitors to this year's Fair.  z

HAROLD "HARRY" 
SCHUMM
Birthday: May 12
Joined: December 1974

Fly Away Rotarians Returning 
from Toronto Convention

Almost 50 Rotarians and others "lay-over" in CNY
James Morrow  |  Editor

From June 27 through July 7, members of the Interna-
tional Fellowship of Flying Rotarians (IFFR) will be par-
ticipating in their "Toronto Post Convention IFFR Fly-
Away". After flying out of Toronto at the conclusion of the   
International Convention, the IFFR's first stop will be for 
a "lay-over" in Syracuse. The plan-to-date is to join up with 
Syracuse Rotarians for a "Rotary social-dinner at Drumlins 
on Thursday, June 28. The group, divided into "flyers" and 
"bus-riders" will converge at the Marriott Syracuse Down-
town during the day on Thursday, touring Syracuse, visiting 
Destiny USA, and meeting at Drumlins for dinner. 

The "flyers" leave Toronto for the first leg of their Fly-
Away and land at Hancock (SYR) to clear US Customs, 
where the some will continue on to Buffalo.

While in the area, the group was originally booked to 
have lunch on the an Erie Canal boat cruise. But, since 
scheduling the cruise, the company running the tour sold 
their boat... So, instead, the fifty Rotarians will eat lunch 
on a Skaneateles Lake cruise. Not a bad substitution. They 
still plan to tour the Erie Canal Museum before heading to 
Skaneateles.

If you would like to be a part of this unique evening, 
please see President Marylin and express your interst.  z
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The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; 
the Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 
42 in the Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., 
the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. 
Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater 
Syracuse community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving 
a long trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all 
of which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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