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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of April 20
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, April 20 ~ Another cold and 
snowy day in this the coldest spring in 75 
years. Will it ever arrive? That said, it did 
arrive, of sorts, on Friday with our ever 
up beat, spring in her step Prez Marylin. 
She warmly took us through the routine, 
you know, the pledge, a patriotic song 
(My Country Tis of Thee, arr. B. Strait) 
and a sit down, put your watches away 

digital Church invocation, given by the 
inimitable PP John Lewien.

PP Jim Morrow introduced our Rota-
ry guests from the Capital Region Ro-
tary Club (more from them later) and 
Doug Leach, son of Past Secretary and 
bowler par excellent, Ray Leach.

Ryan Clapper couldn’t join us today 
but we nonetheless wished him a hap-
py birthday, in absentia. There being no 

This Week: Charity for Children
E.D. Nina Albino - Supporting Central New York Kids
Program Committee

Central New York is for-
tunate to have many chari-
ties doing wonderful work 
for children. But in 2004, 
Nina Albino & Kathleen 
Miller-Murphy saw a need 
for something more. They founded 
Charity for Children as a way to pro-
vide financial and educational support 
to local children with diseases, disabil-
ities and disorders who may have other-
wise “fallen through the cracks.” 

The idea was to help not just the af-
fected children, but entire families who 
must cope with daily challenges. With 
its localized focus, Charity for Children 
is able to simplify many of the strict ad-
ministrative processes of national char-
ities, and make it as easy as possible for 
families to get help. The organization 
taps into the strong charitable spirit of 
Central New York businesses and indi-
viduals, channels feelings into actions, 
and makes a difference in many lives.

Charity for Children, Inc. (CFC) is a 
registered 501c3 non-profit "child-cen-
tered" organization dedicated to pro-
viding services for children with disabil-
ities, diseases and disorders in Central 
New York.

As a non-profit charitable organi-
zation, Charity for Children provides 
financial and educational services to 
needy families of Central New York 
with children who are afflicted with 
disabilities, diseases and disorders. The 
Agency was formed in 2004 to offer 
support to Central New York families 
that begins where other agencies typ-
ically end. Charity for Children is not 
affiliated or associated with any other 
health of human service agency. 
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APRIL 27
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Nina Albino 

Charity for Children

MAY 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Samara Hannah 

Executive Director - Redhouse

MAY 11
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors May Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Troy Waffner 

New York State Fair

MAY 18
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
SCSD Student Recognition

MAY 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Jeff Bartkoski- Mercy Flight

see CHARITY page 2 >>
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One of our Signature Events
Syracuse Rotary's Annual Student Recognition Awards
Editor  |  James Morrow

For decades, our Rotary Club has reached out to high school 
principals and guidance counselors within the City School 
District for the purpose of identifying two senior students, one 
male and one female, from each school whom they believe excel 
in academic achievement, high levels of personal commitment, 
self-motivation, and involvement in extracurricular service ac-
tivities and community affairs. 

On May 18, the tradition continues when nine schools send 
us eighteen outstanding young people to be recognized by our 
Club. Syracuse Rotarian attendance in mandatory.  z
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30 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 4/27

Charity for Children continues to make a difference                                                <<  from pg.  1

Charity for Children provides many 
valuable services for the families of 
local children with serious illnesses. 
This includes financial assistance with 
treatment-related travel expenses, free 
educational seminars, advocacy, referral 
and more. Their "First Duds" Program, 
for example, has already provided new, 
much-needed infant clothing for more 
than 500 local families.

The organization provides a wide 
array of services that include: treat-
ment-related travel expenses (transpor-
tation, meals, lodging), financial assis-
tance, free educational seminars, and 
advocacy and referral services

Every week several mothers will 
leave Central New York hospitals un-

equipped with the re-
sources they need to 
keep their newborns 
healthy. The First Duds 
program, launched in 
November 2005, pro-
vides a set of new in-
fant clothing to fami-
lies in need. Clothing 
is distributed to area clinics and hos-
pitals in Onondaga, Madison, Oswego 
and Cayuga counties. To date they have 
distributed over 500 First Duds to local 
hospitals and clinics.

On June 10, Charity for Children 
is co-presenting along with Sun Auto 
Group and Beak and Skiff Apple Or-
chards and event titled, "The Half", a 

combination of a 
half-marathon, a 
5K Run & Walk, 
and a Kids Fun 
Run. One hun-
dred percent of 
the proceeds will 
benefit Charity for 
Children with just 

over $12,800 of their $50,000 goal be-
ing raised as of Thursday.

The event's 7:30AM start will be at 
Beak & Skiff, 2708 Lords Hill Road in 
LaFayette. Visit the event's donation 
and fundraising page at https://www.
firstgiving.com/event/charityforchil-
dren/thehalf.  z

Friday 4/27 Member's Lounge
Friday 5/4 Member's Lounge
Friday 6/1 Member's Lounge
Friday 6/8 Member's Lounge
Friday 7/20  University Room

PLEASE NOTE 
THESE ROOM 
CHANGES OF 
UPCOMING 
MEETINGS

Rotary.org wins Webby 
People's Voice Award

rotary.org

The people have spoken. With a majority of Inter-
net user votes, Rotary.org won the prestigious Web-
by People’s Voice Award for best association website. 
The International Academy of Digital Arts and Sci-
ences announced the winners on 24 April.

Rotary International's revamped website has been 
chosen by the International Academy of Digital Arts 
and Sciences as one of the best association websites 
in the world.

This year, Internet users cast over 3 million votes 
worldwide. And with over 13,000 entries from near-
ly all 50 U.S. states and more than 70 countries, this 
year’s contest is the biggest Webby Awards ever. 
Winners will be recognized at the Webby Awards’ 
22nd annual ceremony 14 May in New York, New 
York, USA.

The Webby Awards are the leading international 
honor for excellence on the Internet. Rotary was one 
of five websites nominated in the best association 
category. The other nominees were the Paso Robles 
Wine Country Alliance, 11th Macau Design Bien-
nial, Trade Works for Us, and the Center for Court 
Innovation.

Rotary was also nominated for a Webby Award 
whose winner is chosen by the academy. That award 
went to the Macau Design Biennial.  z
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Rotary member profile today, Prez Marylin prevailed on 
George Eschenfelder to be in the “hot seat” next week. 

PP Volker drew for the Red Queen, but missed the cele-
bration, giving him a chance to comment on the metal fa-
tigue involved in the recent tragic airplane accident (Volker 
is a leading expert on such matters, having dealt with the 
subject in his teaching/research for more than 50 years). Af-
ter that John Bertram went home $5 richer, having possessed 
a winning 50/50 ticket. 

With airplanes in mind, Prez Marylin reminded us that 
about 50 flying Rotarians from around the world will be 
joining us this coming June 28 as they land in Syracuse for 
one of their many stops along the way. Please mark your cal-
endars and plan to be on hand to greet them. 

PE Kevin introduced our special guests, Marisa Multari 
and Lorenzo Murray, members of the recently founded Cap-
ital Region Rotary Club. It seems that Kevin and Loren-
zo met recently at a Rotary training session and hit it off 
immediately, giving each the idea that it would be good to 
exchange visits to share our respective Rotary stories. Marisa 
is the Public Relations and Foundation Chair at the Capital 
Region Rotary Club and also serves as the Rotary District 
7190 Membership Coach. Lorenzo is the Capital Region 
Club’s President Elect, and both are very engaging and full 
of refreshing energy and enthusiasm for Rotary. Marisa de-
scribed 2 of her Club’s primary service programs, one called 
Bins of Fun and the other, a partnership with the Schenect-
ady Land Bank to help create a fun, new, safe and attractive 
community park. Bins of Fun involves an effort to provide 
new toys for the children at the Dukers Children’s Hospital 
at Albany Medical Center. We learned that Capital District 
Rotarians may also be found cooking dinner for families at 
the Ronald McDonald House and at the South End Chil-
dren’s Cafe where children go for a safe place to be fed and 
get homework help. Wow, all from a Club of only 19 Rotar-
ians founded less than 6 years ago. As PP Jim said, seems we 
have much to learn from them, although both Marisa and 
Lorenzo were very complimentary of the 100 plus years of 
service of Syracuse Rotary. As to how they succeed, Marisa 
said that communications—primarily digital—are critical 
to attract and maintain members. They also have a strategic 
plan, member questionnaires and other person to person ways 
to show members that the Club cares. As Lorenzo said, we 
try to work smarter, not harder. Marisa even led us into the 
heretofore untrod land of going “live” on Facebook—check 
out SRC’s Facebook page to see the enthusiastic results. So 
good to have you with us today, Marisa and Lorenzo, and all 
the best in your on going Rotary Service Above Self efforts. 
We hope to see you again before long—maybe at one of your 
meetings in the Albany area.

Hope to see many of you next week for a program by Nina 
Albino on her very worthy Charity for Children program. z

Cap Region Rotary visit CNY      <<  from pg.  1 Former First Lady Laura 
Bush to speak at Rotary 
Convention in Toronto

2018 Convention is close - we should go!
rotary.org

Former First Lady of 
the United States Lau-
ra Bush, an advocate for 
literacy, education, and 
women’s rights, will speak 
at the 2018 Rotary Con-
vention in Toronto this 
June. 

For decades Mrs. Bush 
has fought for key na-
tional and global issues 
including launching 
groundbreaking educa-
tion and healthcare pro-
grams in the U.S. and 

abroad. She founded both the Texas Book Festival and 
the National Book Festival in Washington D.C. As chair 
of the Women’s Initiative at the George W. Bush Insti-
tute, Mrs. Bush continues her work on global healthcare 
innovations, empowering women in emerging democra-
cies, education reform, and supporting men and women 
who have served in the U.S. military. 

Women’s healthcare also has been a central issue for 
Mrs. Bush. Because heart disease is the leading cause of 
death among American women, she partnered with the 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute to launch The 
Heart Truth campaign and Red Dress project. The Heart 
Truth raises awareness among women about their risk 
for heart disease. 

Mrs. Bush is the author of the bestselling memoir, 
Spoken From the Heart, and bestselling children’s book, 
Our Great Big Backyard. She serves on several boards 
including the National Advisory Board for the Salvation 
Army, the Council for the Smithsonian National Muse-
um of African American History and Culture, the Board 
of Trustees for the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, and the Southern Methodist University Board of 
Trustees. 

The Rotary International Convention is June 23 - 27 
in Toronto, ON. To register, visit: http://www.riconven-
tion.org/en/toronto/register.  z

Laura Bush
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The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; 
the Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 
42 in the Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., 
the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. 
Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater 
Syracuse community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving 
a long trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all 
of which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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CAKE & CANDLES

MARY LOU THOMPSON
Birthday: April 25
Joined: August 2002

DAVID 'DAVE' deSILVA
Birthday: April 27
Joined: September 1991

PATRICK 'PAT' SPADAFORA
Birthday: April 27
Joined: January 1993


