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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of April 13
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, April 13 ~ No black cats or 
other evidence of ominous superstition 
today, just the normal gray cloudy cool 
pre-spring Syracuse weather. That said, 
inside Drumlins there was the usual 
Rotarian conviviality which precedes 
each meeting—for those of you who 
haven’t attended in awhile, please join 
us when you can. After lunch when the 
time came to handle the day’s business, 

Prez Marylin stepped up freshly back 
from her 3 week family gathering in 
Australia looking fit and rested. 

With about 17 loyal Rotarians pres-
ent, she banged the gavel, led us in the 
usual pledge, introduced PP Brad to 
lead us in his Kate Smith version of 
God Bless America and brought PP 
“Big John” Lewien up to invocate for a 
record shattering 45 seconds—a whole 
new John….

This Week: Capital Region Rotary Club
Members of Albany area Club visits Syracuse Rotary Friday

Program Committee

Capital Region Rotary Club was 
Chartered in 2012 and is the youngest 
club in District 7190 which covers the 
Albany/Saratoga/ Lake George Region. 
The Club is a growing group of 19 di-
verse Rotarians that meet in-person on 
the second and fourth Wednesday of 
the month at 5PM at Buca di Beppo. 
They keep in communication between 
meetings through Facebook, email and 
LINE, a freeware app for instant com-
munications on smartphones, tablets, 
and computers. LINE lets users 
share photos, videos, voice mes-
sages, contacts, and location in-
formation in the moment. 

The Capital Region Rota-
ry Club's passion is in helping 
“Kids, Pets, Seniors and Vets”. 
Currently their largest project is 
their partnership with The Sche-
nectady Land Bank to help cre-
ate a fun, new, safe and attractive 
community park for all to enjoy. 

Every May they host a “Bins of Fun” 
for the Bernard and Millie Dukers 
Children’s Hospital at Albany Medical 
Center where the community comes 
together and donates new toys for the 
children to help cheer them up during 
this difficult time in their life. 

Capital Region Rotarians may also 
be found cooking dinner for families 
at The Ronald McDonald house and at 
The South End Children’s Café where 
children can go for a safe place to be fed 
and get homework help.   z
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APRIL 20
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

APRIL 27
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Nina Albino 

Charity for Children

MAY 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Members Lounge

Program: 
Samara Hannah 

Executive Director - Redhouse

MAY 11
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors May Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
Troy Waffner 

New York State Fair

MAY 18
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
SCSD Student Recognition
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Don't miss Syracuse Rotary's Annual Student Recognition 

Luncheon honoring outstanding High School Seniors

Turning to Dr. Al Falcone, Marylin 
asked him to share his news which 
turned out to be that today, 56 years 
ago, he joined Syracuse Rotary. Con-
grats Al, you’re the best! And many 
more years as a Syracuse Rotarian. 

Dr. Daya announced his upcoming 
climate change seminar at SU’s Science 
& Technology Building on April 22 at 
9:30 AM and urged those interested to 
attend. 

There being no guests nor birthday-
ites today, the Prez called on 56 year 
member Dr. Al to give his member 
profile. Seems Al was a graduate of 
old Central High, went initially to UB 
Dental School (with the late PP Stew 
Thompson) and having graduated at 
age 21 decided to go on to UB’s med-
ical school which provided the spring-
board for his over 40 year career as a 
distinguished (your writer’s word) plas-
tic surgeon. During the course of that 
career, Al found time to volunteer his 
impressive skills by making 6 visits to 
Brazil’s Amazon River region to pro-
vide free medical care to the needy. In-
spired by this activity, Al and his lovely 

wife, Francoise, subsequently adopted 4 
children, some of them from Brazil. 

Speaking of Francoise, we learned 
that they met in Paris, while Al was in 
the service in nearby Bordeaux. They 
still maintain an apartment in Par-
is where Al and Francoise are headed 
later this week. Merci beaucoup, Al, for 
sharing something about yourself and 
being such an outstanding SRC mem-
ber.

Marylin then shared a little bit of 
her family’s big adventure in Australia 
where much of husband Rocco’s fam-
ily resides. She reminded us that with 
a population of about 29 million, New 
York State could fit into Australia—
with a population of only 25 million—
about 25 times. Lots of open space for 
those famous koalas to roam….

On the 50/50 PP Denny drew the 
King of Hearts, whispering “close but 
no cigar.” Not sure who got the $5 but 
congrats are nonetheless in order to 
that lucky Rotarian. 

Happy Dollars flowed again today, 
with one from Marylin, happy for the 
great new slate of SRC officers/direc-

tors and another from PP Pete Seiffert, 
happy to celebrate the arrival of their 
6th grandchild.

The Prez segued to a Club Assembly 
where she congratulated the new Board 
as follows: Kim Dwyer, Charlie Beach, 
Jim Gladziszewski, John Lewien, John 
Bertram and Denny Baldwin. She then 
set the stage for 2018-19 by introduc-
ing PE Kevin Visconti who outlined 
his objectives for the year which in-
clude growing the membership, estab-
lishing a fund raiser (perhaps a golf 
tournament), introducing more flexible 
(and realistic) attendance requirements 
(including possibly an evening meeting 
or 2) and implementing one or more 
meaningful service projects, perhaps 
in partnership with other area Rotary 
Clubs. In that regard Dr. Daya men-
tioned a few possibilities including a 
project featuring assembling 3D  pros-
thetic hands while ministering to the 
needy recipients. 

In closing Prez Marylin thanked 
Kevin for his enthusiasm and ideas and 
urged us to move forward and just “do 
it”.   z
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ROTARIAN 
BIRTHDAY
RYAN CLAPPER
Birthday: April 19
Joined: March 2015

31 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 4/20

Dr. Falcone shares a piece of his personal history and PE shares his 18-19 vision           <<  from pg.  1

Scene & Herd for Feb 16
Press Editor skipped publication of 

column for no good reason whatsoever
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, February 16 ~ ‘Twas a dreary day outside, 
contrasting with the upbeat atmosphere inside Drum-
lins where our guest speaker was warmly greeted. Greg 
Loh, newly installed Syracuse Director of City Initia-
tives, was on hand to bring us up to date on goings on 
at City Hall under the fresh leadership of Mayor Ben 
Walsh. Greg, a former Eric Mower exec, was lured by 
Ben to the City, in part because of Greg’s long time 
passion for public service and exemplary qualifications 
for the job. But more on that later.

PE Kevin subbed for Prez Marylin today, bringing 
us nicely to order about 12:30 with the pledge, a ro-
bust rendition of “America” led by PP Jim Morrow 
in Brad’s absence and a record breaking (short) in-
vocation by our inimi- see RECAP page 3 >>
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Tillie's Touch Leases Gym
Summer Soccer Camp teaches many 

Syracuse Refugee Children
Editor  |  James Morrow

Tillie's Touch recently entered into a lease agreement 
for a portion of a building on the Northside of Syracuse. 
The former Assumption school building opened in 1891 at 
1109 N. Townsend Street as the Assumption Church sisters 
convent. In 1925, an addition was built to house Assump-
tion Academy, a high school for the children of the parish. 
In 1981, with student enrollment declining, the Franciscan 
Friars, the building's owner, closed the school and sold the 
building to a developer who turned it into apartments.

The friars later reacquired the building and operated it 
as apartments for low-income tenants. But without the 

money required to make 
needed repairs, the re-
ligious order closed the 
apartments in 2016 and 
relocated its tenants to 
other housing.

Tillie's Touch is leas-
ing the gym and cafete-
ria area of the building 
and implemented their 
soccer/study program 
immediately. 

Dale Johnson started 
the program in 2009. 

The children are taught by a team of coaches headed by 
Henninger boys varsity coach Scott Fiello. Several of the 
coaches are current or former high school and Tillie's 
Touch players.

Tuesday nights are dedicated to their younger soccer 
players joined by the LeMoyne Woman's and Men's Soc-
cer team. Thursday nights the older players are joined by 
Syracuse University students and Syracuse City School 
Teachers, all overseen by Tillie's Touch Director of aca-
demics-Joyce Suslovic. They practice soccer from 4-6pm, 
then move into reading groups, homework assignments, 
project assignments or regents review.

The Rotary Club of Syracuse awarded Tillie's Touch a 
$2,500 grant for their "Travel Soccer Study Project in the 
2016-17 Rotary year. 

Tille's Touch encourages you to witness their soccer/
study programs in action. If you would like to visit, contact 
Dale Johnson at 315-254-8569. The entrance to the gym 
is around the corner from the Assumption church on the 
Catawba street side.  z

A team gathers before a scrimmage in 2017.
scannerelli@syracuse.com 

table PP John Lewien, representing the Scots today, who 
quipped that he passed on Bob Pickett’s prayer because it 
“wasn’t long enough.”

Our welcomed guests included long time Syracusan, 
Steve Chase (father in law of our guest speaker, Greg) and 
B’ville Rotarians Marv (co treasurer) and Janet (immediate 
past president) Joslyn.

We sang happy birthday to a great guy and community 
leader, our own John Marsellus, wishing him well in the 
years ahead.

Kim Dwyer was called upon today to give her member 
profile, and it was a great one. Born at the peak of the boom-
ers in Utica, NY—Kim noted that she shared her birth-
day with the advent of the Frisbee. She attended Catholic 
School and worked at a local hospital during high school. 
How ironic, she quipped, that after many years she now is 
a hospital architect. Kim attended Morrisville State where 
she got her BA and subsequently served for a number of 
years as Treasurer of the B’ville Schools. Nudged by the Su-
per there to go back to school to follow her passion, she 
got her architectural degree from OCC and worked with 
King and King for 22 years, before forming her own firm in 
2010. With offices in Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo, she 
and her team have achieved great success, even to the point 
of underwriting the cost of a vintage car for her husband 
of 40 years who she said is “back styling.” Great story, Kim. 
Thanks for sharing. We’re so glad to have you as a member 
of SRC.

With $97 at stake, PP Jim drew for the elusive Red Queen 
but missed, leaving the five bucks no, not to perennial win-
ner Ray Leach but to our guest Janet Joslyn. A bunch of 
HD today including one from Bill McCrady (happily mar-
ried to Mitzi for 10 years), another from PP John Lewien 
(happy to welcome the B’ville Joslyns to Syracuse Rotary), 
John Marsellus (glad to have guest Steve Chase with him), 
one from Steve himself (delighted to join in the fun) and 
still another from our speaker Greg Loh (happy to be here 
as well).

Kevin introduced Greg who told us he came to Syracuse 
when he was 18, and it’s been home ever since. Graduating 
from SU’s Newhouse School, Greg was hired at Eric Mow-
er by Ann Higbee, who invited him especially because of his 
interest in public service. Over time Greg rose through the 
ranks at nationally recognized EM, ultimately succeeding 
Ann following her retirement and becoming a senior exec 
there. During the Ben Walsh campaign he quietly advised 
Ben on communications strategies and ultimately, with his 
Hamilton College bound daughter, Nancy, got the “bug” as 
he says in this “electric time” and on Ben’s invite, agreed to 
join the administration as  Syracuse’s Director of City Ini-
tiatives and thereby become, in Greg’s words, “the luckiest 
guy in the world.” His job re-

Recap of February 16 meeting           <<  from pg.  1

see MORE page 4 >>
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The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; 
the Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 
42 in the Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., 
the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. 
Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater 
Syracuse community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving 
a long trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all 
of which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

flects Ben’s overriding interest in the City, not  himself. That 
attitude permeates Walsh’s administration, beginning with 
its website which features more info on the City and few-
er photos of the Mayor. The administration’s major #Rise 
Above themes include cooperation, innovation and com-
passion. The big challenge is fiscal--$290 million budget 
with a projected deficit of $16.5 million which in 2 years 
will exhaust the current fund balance. Ben and Greg cre-
ated a Fiscal Summit Advisory Committee, with the help 
of the Maxwell School, to find innovative solutions. They 
are also working to find more ways to increase City schools 
success, using more public engagement as one of the tools. 
In the area of cooperation, the City is increasing its efforts 
with shared services, employment of drone technology and 
the redevelopment of Rt. 81 where the Mayor and Greg 
strongly favor the community grid approach. As to com-
passion, the Mayor, Greg, et al are hard at work trying to 
make a dent in our horrible concentrated poverty issues. 
Among other initiatives they’ve created a Syracuse Build 
work force training program based on the successful San 
Francisco model. All in all Greg’s presentation was power-
ful and promising regarding the future of a city we all hold 
dear as Rotarians. And while there’s lots of work ahead, it 
sure is good to know that the right people are at the helm.  z

More from February                                  <<  from pg.  1

FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2018 SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

Friday 4/27:  . . . . . Member's Lounge
Friday 5/4:  . . . . . . Member's Lounge
Friday 6/1:  . . . . . . Member's Lounge
Friday 6/8:  . . . . . . Member's Lounge
Friday 7/20:  . . . . . . .University Room

PLEASE NOTE THESE 
ROOM CHANGES FOR 
UPCOMING MEETINGS


