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Latent Human Error causes Great Program?
Mr. Brown's program inadvertently published in the wrong Press

Editor  | Syracuse Rotary Press

I wish to take this opportunity to thank Dr. Daya 
for stepping up last week and filling the program 
void created from a mistake made by yours truly. 

Last Friday, as the Rotarian good doctor walked 
into his first Syracuse Club meeting since arriving in 
The Salt City after a six week mission trip to India, 
I asked if he would be the week's program. With a 
smile, he simply responded, "Yes".

PROGRAM CHAIR ~ KEVIN VISCONTI
kvisconti@ae.cadaretgrant.com

This Week: Mike Brown of the YMCA
President and CEO of the YMCA of Greater Syracuse

Program Committee

Mike Brown is the President 
and CEO of the YMCA of 
Greater Syracuse. He joined the 
Syracuse Y in November 2017, 
having served previously as the 
CEO of the YMCA of Rock 
River Valley in Rockford, Illi-
nois. Originally from California, 
Brown has over 25 years of ser-
vice with Ys around the country, 
including Houston and Georgia. Brown 
is also an adjunct professor for both 
Springfield College and Judson Uni-
versity, with current work as a PHD in 
Public Service Leadership with a con-
centration in Non-Profit Leadership.

 The YMCA of Greater Syracuse serves 
over 55,000 members in 7 branches and 
60 outreach sites throughout Ononda-
ga County through programs that pro-
mote youth development, healthy living 
and social responsibility. In 2017, the 
YMCA of Greater Syracuse provided 

almost $2 million in 
financial assistance to 
over 17,000 people in 
Central New York.

Brown will be pre-
senting about the im-
pact of the programs 
and services of the Y 
in our community.

Brown took over 
for Hal Welsh, who 

retired after serving as CEO since 1993. 
During the 24 years under Welsh, the 
YMCA more than doubled its number 
of branches and increased member-
ship from 3,500 to 55,000, according 
to the YMCA. The operating budget 
rose from $2.5 million to $22 million. 
Back then, the YMCA consisted of the 
downtown branch and one in Liver-
pool, plus a day camp in Manlius. Now 
it features branches in downtown Syr-
acuse, Fayetteville, Liverpool, Manlius, 
Baldwinsville and at Onondaga Com-
munity College, plus the day damp.  z
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see DAYA UPDATES page 3 >>

A Look Ahead

see VAN ROBINSON page 2  >>

MARCH 23
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

New Member Induction: 
Jason Allers & 

Warren "Joe" Young

Program: 
Mike Brown, CEO of the YMCA 

of Greater Syracuse

MARCH 30
GOOD FRIDAY: No Meeting

APRIL 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
University Room

Program: 
TBD

APRIL 13
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Program: 
TBD

APRIL 20
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Onondaga Room

Mike Brown, YMCA President/CEO

A long bus trip...
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Some Early YMCA History
At almost 175 years old, the YMCA movement is now worldwide
www.ymca.net/hisotry 

In 1844, George Williams launched 
the YMCA movement in London as a 
volunteer, and his example persists in 
the expansion of the Y across the globe. 
In the United States, early YMCA pro-
grams were run almost entirely by vol-
unteers.

The first “student YMCA” was started 
in 1856 at Cumberland University in 
Lebanon, Tennessee. Dedicated to the 
leadership development of college stu-
dents, student Ys remain active on the 
campuses of major universities such as 
the University of Illinois.

YMCA housing was started in the 
1860s to give young men moving to cit-
ies from rural areas safe and affordable 
lodging. Facilities included gyms, audi-
toriums and hotel-like rooms. Chicago’s 
Farwell Hall, the first known YMCA 
dormitory, was completed in 1867. Be-
tween 1922 and 1940, YMCA accom-
modations grew from approximately 
55,000 rooms to more than 100,000, 
more than any hotel chain at the time. 
Among those who stayed at YMCA 
residences: journalists Andy Rooney 
and Dan Rather, African American 
leaders Malcolm X and Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr., novelist Jack Kerouac and 
U.S. Ambassador Andrew Young.

The first YMCA buildings construct-
ed with gymnasiums opened in 1869. In 
1881, Boston YMCA staffer Robert J. 
Roberts coined the term “body build-
ing” and developed exercise classes that 
anticipated today’s fitness workouts.
Although an association of young men 
meeting around a common purpose was 
nothing new, the Y offered something 
unique for its time. The organization’s 
drive to meet social need in the commu-
nity was compelling, and its openness to 
members crossed the rigid lines separat-
ing English social classes.

Years later, retired Boston sea captain 
Thomas Valentine Sullivan, working 
as a marine missionary, noticed a sim-
ilar need to create a safe “home away 
from home” for sailors and merchants. 
Inspired by the stories of the Y in En-
gland, he led the formation of the first 
U.S. YMCA at the Old South Church 
in Boston on December 29, 1851. In 
1872, the first Railroad YMCA was or-
ganized in Cleveland as a partnership 
between the YMCA and railroad com-
panies to provide wholesome overnight 
lodging and meeting space for railroad 
workers.  z
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ROTARIAN 
BIRTHDAY
JOHN BERTRAM
Birthday: March 18
Joined: October 1986

35 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 3/23

New Member Inductions
Two people become Rotarians Friday

Membership Committee

George "Butch" DeAngelo, who joined Syracuse 
Rotary in 1988, and Dennis "Denny" Baldwin, who 
joined in 1968, are the sponsors of the next two indi-
viduals to join Club #42 on Friday.

Butch is representing Jason Allers of Sterling Ca-
sualty in Syracuse and Denny has sponsored Warren 
"Joe" Young of Syracuse for membership. Joe belonged 
to Syracuse Rotary previously and has visited our 
meetings several times this winter. Welcome to the 
Rotary Club of Syracuse, gentlemen.  z

Warren  Young
Welcome back, Joe!

Dennis Baldwin

Joe, or as I call him, Warren, was 
among my first close friends here 
in Syracuse, meeting perhaps in 
Jaycees in the mid 60s. Since then 
we’ve remained close, even when he 
retired from the financial services 
business (he specialized in pension 
benefits) about eight years ago and 
moved with his wife, Betsy, to Ken-
nett Square near Philadelphia.

He was a long time client of 
mine, and we’ve shared member-
ships in Syracuse Rotary, Century 
Club, InterFaith Works, et al. He 
and Betsy have traveled widely and 
for many years,

Warren was a stalwart in the 
Episcopal Church, both at the lo-
cal and diocesan level. 

Warren and Betsy have two 
daughters, Sarah and Rebecca and 
a number of grandchildren. They 
moved back to Syracuse recently 
to be closer to family and present-
ly reside in downtown Syracuse in 
the old Dey Bros. building. War-
ren’s a great guy - hugely friendly, 
caring, very interested in the world, 
full of good ideas and always ready 
to help.  z
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Daya updates Club (on no notice) and Mike Brown is definitely the program this week         <<  from pg.  1

However, if I had known the details of 
his recent return trip to Syracuse, I proba-
bly would have given him a break and gone 
with Plan C.

With connecting flights and layovers, 
I think one can fly the 7000+ miles from 
India to New York City in about twenty 
hours, give or take, and then fly from New 
York's JFK to Hancock International in a 
little over an hour. If you opt, for whatev-
er reason, to hop a bus for that final leg of 
your trip, you can expect to sit next to that 
stranger with an unusual non-stop knack 
for humming show tunes for four to five 
hours. All in, India to Syracuse in 24 hours.

Dr. Daya, while agreeing to present to 
the Club at 12:45 at 12:15, was recovering 
from thirty hours of traveling - from JFK 
to Syracuse. On a Greyhound! Yes, on top 
of twenty hours of airplanes, Daya spent an 
additional thirty on a bus which apparently 
had trouble making its way to Syracuse in 
a reasonable amount if time due to weather 
conditions (in decent shoes, one can walk 
the same distance in 85 hours). 

Members of Seva Arogya, founded by 
Dr. Daya, and other doctors from around 
the world participated in a Medical Yatra, a 

sort of pilgrimage, in rural India's Andhra 
Pradesh. Daya said serving the tribal and 
remote communities was a great success. 

The team of fifty doctors, more than half 
of them from the United States and sev-
eral of them Rotarians, were able to serve 
over ten thousand people in ten days in ten 
villages  with one of the camps sponsored 
by Rotary Club of Vijainagaram of District 
3020. An incredible accomplishment.

 Along with the medical attention pro-
vided by the doctors, Dr. Kulkarni's orga-
nization provided and fitted patients with 
3-D printed mechanical hand prosthetics.

In 2016, Daya set up a crowd funding 
campaign to support his idea of produc-
ing hand prosthetics inexpensively and 
fast. Daya approached the Bengaluru (In-
dia) office of Stratasys, one of the largest 
manufacturers of 3D printers, and asked 
them if they would donate printers for the 
cause. “They told me that their Hong Kong 
office has two printers. So, I collected mon-
ey from donors and headed to Hong Kong,” 
Daya said. The rest is an impressive and no-
ble history. Thanks for the update, Daya!  z

Where's Daya? The doc on Medical Yatra in India.

Adult Education Roundtable Develops New Awareness Campaign
Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County  highlites Syracuse Rotary's Literacy Committment
onliteracy.org/newsletter

The Adult Education Roundtable (AER) is a collaborative 
group of local Adult Literacy/Adult Education providers 
and supporters that meet monthly. Members include Lit-
eracyCNY; North Side Learning Center; OCM BOCES; 
Onondaga Community College; Onondaga County Public 
Library; ProLiteracy; SUNY Syracuse Educational Oppor-
tunity Center; Syracuse City School District Adult Educa-
tion; Syracuse University College; The Newland Center; and 
others.

The idea for the campaign was sparked by Syracuse Rotar-
ian, Dan Morrow, who as Chairman of their Literacy Com-
mittee has kept adult literacy a focus of the club. The Rotary 
Club of Syracuse itself—one of the oldest Rotary Clubs in 
the world—has used the slogans: "Committed to Literacy" 
and "Syracuse: the Literacy Capital of the World."

In addition, the Central New York Community Founda-
tion has agreed to match Rotary's support and joined forces 
with us to develop this collective awareness campaign. 

Prior grant investments by the Community Foundation 
have also enabled the AER to develop a referral website – 
CNYLearns.org and supports efforts to collect and analyze 
data on a community-wide basis. 

Syracuse Rotary committed $10,000, matched by the 
Community Foundation, in support of AER's aware-
ness campaign along with an additional $2500, which was 
matched by ProLiteracy, for a total of $25,000. 

The campaign will be aimed at people who may know, 
work with, or are related to adults in our community with 
literacy problems. It is intended to utilize billboards, print 
ads, bus graphics, websites, and other methods to reach its 
audience.  Syracuse Rotary will be identified on all advertise-
ments as a primary supporter.  z



The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; 
the Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 
42 in the Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., 
the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. 
Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater 
Syracuse community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving 
a long trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all 
of which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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