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NonProfit Awards Honor Agency Leaders
James Morrow, editor

The Business Journal News Network 
and M&T Bank will sponsor the 2018 
Nonprofit Awards on March 28, 11AM 
at the Holiday Inn-Liverpool, the tenth 
anniversary of the event. Its purpose is 
to highlight the achievements of hon-
orees in several categories, networking, 
and the opportunity to learn more about 
what is happening in the CNY nonprofit 
community.

Among the fifteen award recipients is 
Syracuse Rotarian, Maria Murray of The 
Reading League. She will be recognized 
with the "Colloboration Award" for her 
work with the Lyncourt Union Free 
School District. Congratulations, Maria! 
Also being honored as "Executive of the 
Year" is Marsha Tait of Literacy CNY. 

Syracuse Rotary has financially sup-
ported both Literacy CNY and The 
Reading League over the years  z. 

PROGRAM CHAIR ~ KEVIN VISCONTI
kvisconti@ae.cadaretgrant.com

This Week: Mike Brown of the YMCA
President and CEO of the YMCA of Greater Syracuse

Program Committee

Mike Brown is the President 
and CEO of the YMCA of 
Greater Syracuse. He joined the 
Syracuse Y in November 2017, 
having served previously as the 
CEO of the YMCA of Rock 
River Valley in Rockford, Illi-
nois. Originally from California, 
Brown has over 25 years of ser-
vice with Ys around the country, 
including Houston and Georgia. Brown 
is also an adjunct professor for both 
Springfield College and Judson Uni-
versity, with current work as a PHD in 
Public Service Leadership with a con-
centration in Non-Profit Leadership.

 The YMCA of Greater Syracuse serves 
over 55,000 members in 7 branches and 
60 outreach sites throughout Ononda-
ga County through programs that pro-
mote youth development, healthy living 
and social responsibility. In 2017, the 
YMCA of Greater Syracuse provided 

almost $2 million in 
financial assistance to 
over 17,000 people in 
Central New York.

Brown will be pre-
senting about the im-
pact of the programs 
and services of the Y 
in our community.

Brown took over 
for Hal Welsh, who 

retired after serving as CEO since 1993. 
During the 24 years under Welsh, the 
YMCA more than doubled its number 
of branches and increased member-
ship from 3,500 to 55,000, according 
to the YMCA. The operating budget 
rose from $2.5 million to $22 million. 
Back then, the YMCA consisted of the 
downtown branch and one in Liver-
pool, plus a day camp in Manlius. Now 
it features branches in downtown Syr-
acuse, Fayetteville, Liverpool, Manlius, 
Baldwinsville and at Onondaga Com-
munity College, plus the day damp.  z
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A Look Ahead

see VAN ROBINSON page 2  >>

MARCH 16
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee March Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Mike Brown, CEO of the YMCA 

of Greater Syracuse

MARCH 23
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

New Member Induction: 
Jason Allers

Program: 
TBD

MARCH 30
12:00 pm 

GOOD FRIDAY: No Meeting

APRIL 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
TBD

APRIL 13
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
TBD

Mike Brown, YMCA President/CEO

mailto:kvisconti%40ae.cadaretgrant?subject=I%20have%20an%20idea%20for%20a%20program
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Some Early YMCA History: 175 Years in the Making
Beginning in the first half of the 19th century, the YMCA movement is now worldwide

www.ymca.net/hisotry 

In 1844, George Williams launched 
the YMCA movement in London as a 
volunteer, and his example persists in 
the expansion of the Y across the globe. 
In the United States, early YMCA pro-
grams were run almost entirely by vol-
unteers.

The first “student YMCA” was start-
ed in 1856 at Cumberland University 
in Lebanon, Tennessee. Dedicated to 
the leadership development of college 
students, student Ys remain active on 
the campuses of major universities such 
as the University of Illinois.

In 1853 in Washington, D.C., the 
first YMCA for African Americans 
was founded by Anthony Bowen, a 
freed slave. 

Welcoming and engaging newcom-
ers and immigrants has always been 
part of YMCA work. In 1856, the na-
tion’s first-known English as a Second 
Language (ESL) class was held for 
German immigrants at the Cincinnati 
YMCA.

YMCA housing was started in the 
1860s to give young men moving to 
cities from rural areas safe and afford-
able lodging. Facilities included gyms, 

auditoriums and hotel-like rooms. 
Chicago’s Farwell Hall, the first known 
YMCA dormitory, was completed in 
1867. Between 1922 and 1940, YMCA 
accommodations grew from approx-
imately 55,000 rooms to more than 
100,000, more than 
any hotel chain at the 
time. Among those 
who stayed at YMCA 
residences: journalists 
Andy Rooney and Dan 
Rather, African Amer-
ican leaders Malcolm 
X and Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., novelist 
Jack Kerouac and U.S. 
Ambassador Andrew 
Young.

In 1861, a conference 
with President Abraham Lincoln led 
to the full-scale recruitment of YMCA 
volunteers. Eventually numbering 
5,000, members of the U.S. Christian 
Commission served as surgeons, nurses 
and chaplains during the Civil War. The 
volunteers distributed medical supplies, 
food and clothing, and taught soldiers 
to read and write. 

The first YMCA buildings construct-
ed with gymnasiums opened in 1869. 

In 1881, Boston YMCA staffer Robert 
J. Roberts coined the term “body build-
ing” and developed exercise classes that 
anticipated today’s fitness workouts.
Although an association of young men 
meeting around a common purpose 

was nothing new, the Y of-
fered something unique for 
its time. The organization’s 
drive to meet social need in 
the community was com-
pelling, and its openness to 
members crossed the rigid 
lines separating English so-
cial classes.

Years later, retired Boston 
sea captain Thomas Valen-
tine Sullivan, working as a 
marine missionary, noticed 
a similar need to create a 

safe “home away from home” for sailors 
and merchants. Inspired by the stories 
of the Y in England, he led the forma-
tion of the first U.S. YMCA at the Old 
South Church in Boston on December 
29, 1851. In 1872, the first Railroad 
YMCA was organized in Cleveland as 
a partnership between the YMCA and 
railroad companies to provide whole-
some overnight lodging and meeting 
space for railroad workers.  z
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ROTARIAN 
BIRTHDAY
BRADLEY "BRAD" STRAIT
Birthday: March 17
Joined: March 1985

36 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 3/16

George Williams founded the YMCA 
in 1844.

Matthew 25 Farm Thanks Syracuse Rotary
On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Matthew 

25 Farm, please accept our sincere appreciation for 
your very generous grant of $1,500.

The grant will be used to help purchase black plas-
tic, drip irrigation tape and other irrigation supplies 
for use during the 2018 spring planting.

These items are extremely important to the work of 
the farm, as was demonstrated last year when we first 
used this method of planting. The fields planted using 
this system were the ones where the majority of the 
plants survived and thrived, even during the weeks of 
wet weather in the spring and early summer.

We are so grateful for your generosity and your 
support of ourundertaking to help eradicate hunger 
within Central New York.   z

http://www.ymca.net/hisotry
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New Member Application: Notification Week 1 of 2
Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  
Syracuse, Inc., the following prospective member: Jason 
Allers, has been approved for membership in The Rotary 
Club of Syracuse, Inc. by the Board of Directors on February 
9, 2018. By-Law Article X - Election to Membership, 
Section 1 - Active members, Sub-section 3 and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the application to the Classifications 
and Memberships Committees, the name of the proposed 
member, the firm represented, the classification under which 
he or she is proposed, and the name of the sponsor shall 
be published in the Rotary Press for two successive weeks, 
during which period any member of the Syracuse Rotary 
Club in good standing may file written objections with 
the Rotary Office, which shall refer the same to the proper 
committee for consideration.
4) Upon completion of the publication an the deliberations 
of Classifications and Membership Committees, the 

Committees shall report at the next meeting of the Board 
of Directors. If both Committees recommend approval, 
the Membership Committee shall move for election of the 
prospective member.
The individual listed below has voluntarily submitted an 
application for membership to the Rotary Club of Syracuse, 
Inc. via electronic form at www.syracuserotary.org. This is 
the first of two syracuse rotary press publication for this 
applicant.

*********************************************************************
DATE OF APPLICATION:  ...............................JANUARY 26, 2018
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER:  .................................JASON ALLERS
FIRM/EMPLOYER:  ................................STERLING CASUALTY
POSITION / TITLE:  ............................................... PRINCIPAL
CLASSIFICATION:  .................................................................. TBD
SYRACUSE ROTARIAN SPONSOR:  ...GEORGE DeANGELO, JR.
RECEIVED VIA:  .................. WEBSITE APPLICATION FORM
*********************************************************************

Former Syracuse Rotarian Passes
Ed Close and his father Charlie were both 

long time Syracuse Rotarians
syracusepoststandard.ny.newsmemory.com

March 13, 2018 ~ C. Edwin 'Ed' Close, 86, of Syracuse, 
passed away on Tuesday at Iroquois Nursing Home after a 
long illness. Born in Syracuse, he was a graduate of Manlius 
Military Academy, attended Gettysburg College, graduated 
from Colgate University in 1953 and Syracuse University 
School of Law. Ed was a US Air Force veteran. He prac-
ticed law with his father, Charles B. Close and later inde-
pendently for over 40 years. Ed was a Rotarian with Syra-
cuse Rotary for over 40 years and was an avid tennis player 
and hunter. He enjoyed annual fishing trips to Canada and 
deep sea fishing.

Survivors: his wife, Joan (Guth) Close; daughters, Karen 
Bonaccio of DeWitt and Julie Nilsen (David Sequino) of 
Leesburg, VA; grandchildren, Matthew and Thomas Bo-
naccio, Alaina Nilsen.

Services: 1:00 pm Friday at Tindall Funeral Home. Buri-
al will follow in St. Mary’s Cemetery, DeWitt. A calling 
hour will be 12:00 to 1:00 pm Friday at the funeral home, 
1921 W. Genesee St, prior to the service.

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to a charity of 
your choice. Please visit www.TindallFH .com for guest-
book and information.  z

Rotary Theme 2018-19 Revealed
"Be the Inspiration" chosen for next RY

District 7150

Rotary International Presi-
dent-elect Barry Rassin laid out 
his vision for the future of Rota-
ry, calling on leaders to work for 
a sustainable future and to in-
spire Rotarians and the commu-
nity at large. Rassin, a member 
of the Rotary Club of East Nas-
sau, New Providence, Bahamas, 
unveiled the 2018-19 presiden-
tial theme, Be the Inspiration, to 

incoming district governors at Rotary’s International As-
sembly in San Diego, California. 

“I want you to inspire in your clubs, your Rotarians, that 
desire for something greater. The drive to do more, to be 
more, to create something that will live beyond each of us.” z 

2018-19 Rotary Theme

http://syracusepoststandard.ny.newsmemory.com
http://www.TindallFH .com


The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; 
the Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 
42 in the Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., 
the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. 
Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater 
Syracuse community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving 
a long trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all 
of which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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