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Stories & History of Our Own Members
New incites into the people we know - or think we know 

Editor  |  Jim Morrow

Now and then, President Marylin has 
a good idea. One of the good ones she 
implemented a couple months ago has 
gained popularity among the members 
and guests of our Friday meetings. 

Each week, Marylin calls an individ-
ual to the front of the class and makes 
them divulge personal details about 

their life and the lives of their loved 
ones. And, once finished, she makes 
them pick another poor soul for next 
week's show and tell. It doesn't sound 
too popular, does it? Well, it is!

Did you know Charlie Beach's father  
flew with La Guardia in WWI? Yeah! 
The NYC Mayor- and Airport-La 
Guardia!

This Week: ReThink 81 -The Best Option
I-81 discussion is example of the failure to see the forest for the trees
Program Committee

Robert Doucette, a downtown 
property developer, represents 
ReThink 81, the advocates for re-
placing the Interstate 81 viaduct  
through our city.

For more than half a century, 
the I-81 viaduct has divided Syr-
acuse, separating Downtown from 
University Hill while discouraging 
development in its shadow. 

ReThink 81 has visions for the 
future. Their website states, "...we 
should seize the opportunity pro-
vided by the pending demolition 
of the aging viaduct. When it comes 
down it should stay down."

The decision regarding the removal 
and replacement of the I-81 viaduct is 
a momentous one for the City of Syra-
cuse. A careful analysis of the facts will 
lead one to the conclusion that the re-
moval of the viaduct and restoration of 
the street grid offers the most efficient 
and beneficial option.

Speaking at Syracuse Rotary on Fri-
day is Robert Doucette, cofounder and 
partner of Paramount Realty Group 
and President of Armory Development 
& Management. With 30 years of real 
estate experience, Mr. Doucette has 
been a pioneer in the downtown revi-
talization efforts in Syracuse. His most 
notable projects include the redevelop-
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see R-A-M-O-N page 2 >>

A Look Ahead

see VAN ROBINSON page 2  >>

FEBRUARY 2
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Robert Doucette: 

ReThinking Interstate 81

FEBRUARY 9

11:10 am 
Syracuse Rotary Club Board of 

Directors February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: TBA

FEBRUARY 16

11:00 am 
Syracuse Rotary Foundation 

Trustee February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: TBA

FEBRUARY 23
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Lynn Simonetta-Blair

see DOUCETTE page 3 >>

Robert Doucette sits on a park bench in Syracuse's Armory Square, 
a former warehouse district that he helped to transform into a 
trendy retail, office and residential neighborhood. 

David Lassman / The Post-Standard
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NOTICE The following Club meetings will be held in the 
Members Lounge, downstairs, adjacent to restaurant:

March 2  •  March 23  •  April 6  •  May 11

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2018

PLEASE NOTE FEBRUARY 2 
ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 

MEETING LOCATION
THE UPSTAIRS MEMBERS LOUNGE

ROTARIAN 
BIRTHDAY
DAYAPRASAD "DAYA" 
KULKARNI
Birthday: January 28
Joined: September 2016

41 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 2/2

A couple weeks ago we learned Pete 
Seiffert was one of the five generations 
in his family's business. That's a whole 
lotta Seifferts! And then, when he was 
done, Pete picked a Syracuse Rotarian 
to succeed him for the following week.

If you weren't there last week ( Jan. 
26) you missed Ray Leach "start from 
the beginning", as he put it. His par-
ents were both musicians - his mother 
played piano at silent movies and his 
dad played with a traveling dance band. 
We learned Ray is named after a Span-
ish silent movie hero, Ramon Navarro. 
He was a newspaper boy, a milk man's 
helper, a pin-setter in a bowling alley 
(no wonder he's got a 180 average), a 
gas station attendant, and an ice-man.

Ray enlisted in the Navy in 1945, 
during his senior year in high school, 
and was in boot camp when Truman 
ordered the atomic bomb be dropped 
on Hiroshima. After his discharge he 

attended Iowa State where he met his 
future wife, Barbara, the love of his life 
for nearly 67 years.

One thing Ray didn’t include was a 
more detailed description of his Dad’s 
job. A typical evening’s work for Ray's 
Dad consisted of playing dance music 
in ballrooms all over Iowa and Minne-
sota.  The dances ran from 9 PM to 1 
AM. He would leave home in the band 
bus during the afternoon and they 
would drive up to five hours to the ball-
room, play the gig and drive back home. 
Many times it would be close to dawn 
when he got home and he’d come into 
Ray's bedroom and say “C’mon son. 
Let’s go fishing”. They had a wonder-
ful relationship and this was certainly 
a major factor in feeling like he was a 
pretty lucky kid.  

Because of Marylin's weekly exercise, 
I have had the pleasure of hearing the 
stories and biographies of people I only 

thought I knew. I joined Syracuse Ro-
tary in 2012 but, I have "known" many 
of its members for much longer. Per-
haps we could begin to archive these 
very stories as a permanent record of 
those who have served if, for nothing 
else, to give perspective and texture to 
the Club's history.

Try to imagine Syracuse Club mem-
bers, decades from now, possibly read-
ing the personal histories of today's 
members.

As editor, I welcome your input on 
creating a committee charged with 
maintaining a written biography collec-
tion of our membership. An opportuni-
ty for new members to possibly serve 
the Club and learn about fellow Rotar-
ians. I feel it could be done with little 
effort, especially with today's technol-
ogy and cloud storage capability. Also, 
consider that many of you have already 
given us your "five minutes" and may 
have it in a Word file on your computer. 
Just a thought... z

R-A-M-O-N named after silent-movie star                            <<  from pg.  1

New Member Inducted
Kiki White joins Syracuse Rotary

Membership Committee

Mary "Kiki" White, the newest member of The 
Rotary Club of Syracuse, was inducted by President 
Marylin Galimi and Membership Chair, PP James 
Gladziszewski 
last Friday. 

Sponsored for 
membership by 
PP Jim Morrow. 
Kiki has worked 
for the Wom-
en's Opportunity 
Center in Syra-
cuse since 1997.

Prior  to her work at the WOC, she was the manag-
er of Riposo Studios in Syracuse. She earned her BS 
(News  Journalism and Ecological Geography), MPS, 
and MBA from Syracuse University. 

Since 1979, the WOC has helped over 15,000 
women and men overcome obstacles and achieve suc-
cess through employment and training services.

Welcome to Syracuse Rotary, Kiki.  z

PP Gladziszewski, Kiki and her husband, Hamilton
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ment of the Labor Temple Building, Hogan Block Build-
ing, Center Armory Complex, Loews Building, and his 
most recent accomplishment of redeveloping the 250,000 
square foot Deys Plaza Building. Mr. Doucette also serves 
as a consultant to city governments and private companies 
interested in urban revitalization and mixed use develop-
ment.

In addition, Mr. Doucette is an adjunct professor at 
LeMoyne College’s Sociology and Urban Studies Depart-
ments and Syracuse University’s Whitman School of Man-
agement where he teaches real estate development. He also 
has experience in the fields of mental health and law prior 
to his work in real estate and urban studies. Mr. Doucette 
holds his bachelors degree from Lemoyne College and his 
Master of Public Administration and his Juris Doctorate 
from Syracuse University.

Mr. Doucette has won several awards for his work in 
the Armory Square District of Syracuse and he serves on 
boards of several organizations. His volunteer activities in-
clude Syracuse 2020, the Downtown Committee, Syracuse 
Opera, Onondaga Environmental Institute, and Catholic 
Charities. He lives in Syracuse, NY with his wife Katie and 
has two children, Erin (Condron) living in Boston, and 
Sarah living in NYC.  z

Doucette and ReThink 81                          <<  from pg.  1 New Member Application: 
Notification Week 2 of 2

Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  
Syracuse, Inc., the following prospective member: George 
Eschenfelder, has been approved for membership in The 
Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. by the Board of Directors 
on December 19, 2017. By-Law Article X - Election to 
Membership, Section 1 - Active members, Sub-section 3 
and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the application to the Classifications 
and Memberships Committees, the name of the proposed 
member, the firm represented, the classification under 
which he or she is proposed, and the name of the sponsor 
shall be published in the Rotary Press for two successive 
weeks, during which period any member of the Syracuse 
Rotary Club in good standing may file written objections 
with the Rotary Office, which shall refer the same to the 
proper committee for consideration.
4) Upon completion of the publication an the deliberations 
of Classifications and Membership Committees, the 
Committees shall report at the next meeting of the Board 
of Directors. If both Committees recommend approval, 
the Membership Committee shall move for election of the 
prospective member.
The individual listed below has voluntarily submitted an 
application for membership to the Rotary Club of Syracuse, 
Inc. via electronic form at www.syracuserotary.org. This is 
the second of two Syracuse Rotary Press publications for 
this applicant.

*********************************************************************
DATE OF APPLICATION:  ...................................JANUARY 16, 2018
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER:  .............GEORGE ESCHENFELDER
FIRM/EMPLOYER:  .............................................. RETIRED, USMC
POSITION / TITLE:  .........................................................LT. COL. 
CLASSIFICATION:  ....................................................................... TBD
SYRACUSE ROTARIAN SPONSOR:  .............. J. GLADZISZEWSKI
RECEIVED VIA: ....................... WEBSITE APPLICATION FORM
*********************************************************************

"Arts for All!" a Big Success
Symphoria's Catherine Underhill Expresses Thanks

Catherine Underhill  |  Symphoria!

Symphoria's inaugural "Arts for ALL!" community en-
gagement arts event, funded in part through support of the 
Syracuse Rotary Foundation, was a big success. 

 It was a free event that ran on January 20 from 1PMt o 
6PM and was followed by the CirqOvation concert at 7:00. 
As is typical for all of Symphoria's regular season concerts, 
kids 18 and younger were admitted free. Over 700 people 
came through over the course of the day, and they had more 
than 1,000 audience members - of all ages - for the concert 
that evening. 

We are very grateful for the generous support of the 
Syracuse Rotary Foundation, and our other event funders, 
which positioned us to be able to offer this free arts partic-
ipation day. Please relay my sincere appreciation to all of 
your fellow Rotarians. Thanks very much!

In 2017, Syracuse Rotary awarded a Foundation grant 
in the amount of $1,500 to Musical Associates of Cen-
tral New York to partially fund the project's total cost of 
$37,500.  z



The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; 
the Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 
42 in the Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., 
the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. 
Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater 
Syracuse community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving 
a long trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all 
of which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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