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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of Jan 19
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

January 19 ~ Prez Marylin cheerfully 
brought us to order (so to speak) about 
12:30 on this sunny, warming day.  We 
pledged, sang America and listened at-
tentively to PP John Lewien’s provoca-
tion—er, invocation urging us to light 
the way in the great Rotary tradition. In 
doing so John was hoping to regain the 
title of longest invocator, but alas even 
though PP Jim Morrow’s legs were 
hurting into the first minute, John con-
cluded well before regaining his title.

PP Brad urged us to think about 
attending a Symphoria concert with 
him  on March 17 featuring, of course, 
a celtic celebration. Incidentally, that’s 
also Brad’s birthday so let’s get a good 
group to go to enjoy great Irish music 
while celebrating with Irish Brad. PP 
Jim Morrow reported briefly on his re-
cent visit to the Eastwood Rotary Club 
in connection with the Club’s efforts to 
earn a Presidential Citation this year. 
He also asked us to stay tuned for a 

This Week: DeWitt Rotarian Mel Rubenstein
A presentation about "The Peacetime Draft During the Cold War" 

Program Committee

This Friday, Mel Ruben-
stein, a DeWitt Rotari-
an, will give a presenta-
tion about the book, "The 
Peacetime Draft During 
the Cold War". Syracuse 
area men contributed sto-
ries about their time in 
the service during the ex-
tremely dangerous period 
between the Korean and 
Vietnam conflicts.      

Admiral John F. Pad-
dock Jr. (USN ret.), a recent visitor 
to Syracuse Rotary, wrote the Foreward.

He writes, “The great Cold War out-
come we citizens enjoyed was provided 
by those who stood the watch through 
that relatively peaceful time in terms 
of actual conflict, but highly uncertain 
and dangerous era for the United States. 

Despite passage of years, 
the writers’ words are fresh 
and meaningful to young 
adults today.”

Fred Talbot, a WWII 
Veteran and former De-
witt Rotarian, wrote a 
poem, “Our Sworn Duty”, 
especially for this book. A 
framed copy of this poem 
was given to Rear Admi-
ral Charles Rock when he 
was the guest speaker for at 
a Syracuse Rotary meeting 
earlier this year. That poem is 

now on his desk in the Pentagon. 
Talbot wrote the poem seven years 

ago, when Mel working on the book. 
Mel asked him to read through his 
manuscript and it triggered something 
passionate in Fred, who was about to 
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see WE LEARN page 2 >>

A Look Ahead

see VAN ROBINSON page 2  >>

JANUARY 26
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program:  
Mel Rubenstein: 

"The Peacetime Draft During  
The Cold War"

FEBRUARY 2
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Robert Doucette: 

Rethinking Interstate 81

FEBRUARY 9
11:10 am 

Syracuse Rotary Club Board of 
Directors February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program:  
TENTATIVE 

Syracuse Mayor Ben Walsh

FEBRUARY 16
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: TBA

see RUBENSTEIN'S page 3 >>

mailto:kvisconti%40ae.cadaretgrant?subject=I%20have%20an%20idea%20for%20a%20program
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NOTICE The following Club meetings will be held in the 
Members Lounge, downstairs, adjacent to restaurant:

March 2  •  March 23  •  April 6  •  May 11
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ROTARIAN 
BIRTHDAY
MARIA MURRAY
Birthday: January 25
Joined: July 2016

42 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 1/26

soon to be made announcement about Syracuse Rotary’s 2018 
P&C grants. Prez Marylin put out a call for good program ideas 
as the cupboard is getting bare, so to speak.

There being no birthdays to celebrate, Prez called upon PP Pete 
Seiffert for a member profile. Pete initially distributed a booklet 
where his family business was honored for five generations in the 
supply distribution business—quite a milestone. Born in Buffalo, 
Pete and his family moved to Webster, NY where he worked in 
the family business—Inland Supply during high school follow-
ing which he attended Norwich University in Vermont where, 
as Pete tells it, he majored in…skiing. However, he must have 
found time to get to the books as well because he graduated on 
time with a BA and moved to Bethlehem, PA to manage one 
of the family businesses. There he joined Jaycees and Rotary 
and married his long time sweetheart, Barbara. In time he was 
called to Syracuse to help manage the local branch of the family 
business with his younger brother. Soon thereafter, at venerable 
Sandy Squires’ urging, Pete joined Syracuse Rotary in 1985 and 
the rest is history. Tiring of the various business challenges he 
encountered, Pete retired about 10 years ago and took up model 
airplane flying. Another really good member profile—thanks Pete 
for that and your long time service to Syracuse Rotary. Next up, Ray 
Leach and on deck, Harry Schumm.

PP Jim asked for a moment of silence in memory of PP Tom 
Platt who sadly passed away recently after many years of service to 
the Club including serving as President in 1984-85. Our condo-
lences to his wife, Peggy, who survives him.

After a few visitor introductions, PP Vern Lee won the right to 
draw for the red lady, but no soap, so PP Brad got to take home the 
five bucks. Happy Dollars today included one from Pete, happy to 

We learn more about Pete Seiffert               <<  from pg.  1

share his story, and another from PP Jim Glad, hap-
py to be back after a few weeks’ absence.

PP Denny introduced our speaker, Marie Morel-
li, Editorial/Opinion Leader for the Post Standard 
and syracuse.com. We learned that Marie is a vet-
eran newspaper person, having joined the old Her-
ald Journal in 1989 as a metro reporter after several 
previous newspaper jobs. She worked her way up to 
her current position via a number of reporting and 
editing positions at the “paper” including business 
editor, page 1 editor and editorial page editor. Ma-
rie recounted for us that the local newspaper world 
turned upside down about five years ago when the 
“paper” went digital in an effort to stay on the right 
side of the curve. Now most of their resources go 
into the award winning syracuse.com for “real time” 
24/7 news, with the printed Post Standard picking 
up news already reported online. As the person pri-
marily responsible for the “paper’s” editorials, Marie 
said that the mission of the editorial board is to ad-
vocate for the public’s best interest. The board’s main 
objectives include defending free speech, advocating 
for open government, leading the community con-
versation, engaging with local decision makers, en-
dorsing candidates so as to inform voter choices and 
celebrating community successes. It was an excellent 
presentation followed by a stimulating Q&A where 
we learned that: syracuse.com is the #1 website in 
the community, that print is not likely to go away 
soon—they’re still printing 7 days a week, that there 
are no editorial edicts from ownership and that syra-
cuse.com has recently won several State AP awards, 
including an award for one of Marie’s editorials last 
year.  z

Writer Marie Morelli and Syracuse Rotary President Marylin Galimi January 19.
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turn 90. When he handed the pages back to Rubenstein, he 
also gave him the short poem the work inspired.

Fred called it “Our Sworn Duty.” Rubenstein loved it. 
He put it in his book, where it was embraced by readers. 

Fred never expected his little poem to 
generate such emotion that in 2013 it 
would end up on a main wall of the 
Syracuse Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center, on a plaque presented by De-
Witt Rotary.

On Rubenstein’s suggestion, “Our 
Sworn Duty” will also a part of Syr-
acuse University Veterans Day re-

membrance ceremonies in 2016 at Hendricks Chapel. The 
poem's lines were read by Jordan Robinson, a Marine Corps 
veteran and graduate student in the Newhouse School of 
Public Communications. 

OUR SWORN DUTY by Fred Talbot

Whether the sky is dark or gloomy gray
Or blue and full of warming sun
The eagle soars not only for prey
But to protect its helpless young

As faithful soldiers with steady nerve
We stand ready to shield our own

Our sworn duty is to protect and serve
Wherever seeds of hate are sown

Mel's book is a compilation of stories from men like Hall 
Groat, Hal Brown, Dick Case, Rev. Ted Taylor, Sidney Lip-
ton, Haden Patton, Dr. Roosevelt 'Rick' Wright, and oth-
ers, who served during that so called peaceful, but uncertain 
and dangerous era of the cold war. 

Since the draft has not been in effect since 1973 this 
book may be the only 'first hand' evidence of how the draft 
affected their lives. Did it delay their marriage and their 
careers? What experiences did they have while in the ser-
vice? And, how do they now feel about compulsory military 
service?  z

Rubenstein's book inspires poem        <<  from pg.  1

Fred Talbot

New Member Application: 
Notification Week 1 of 2

Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  
Syracuse, Inc., the following prospective member: George 
Eschenfelder, has been approved for membership in The 
Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. by the Board of Directors 
on December 19, 2017. By-Law Article X - Election to 
Membership, Section 1 - Active members, Sub-section 3 
and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the application to the Classifications 
and Memberships Committees, the name of the proposed 
member, the firm represented, the classification under 
which he or she is proposed, and the name of the sponsor 
shall be published in the Rotary Press for two successive 
weeks, during which period any member of the Syracuse 
Rotary Club in good standing may file written objections 
with the Rotary Office, which shall refer the same to the 
proper committee for consideration.
4) Upon completion of the publication an the deliberations 
of Classifications and Membership Committees, the 
Committees shall report at the next meeting of the Board 
of Directors. If both Committees recommend approval, 
the Membership Committee shall move for election of the 
prospective member.
The individual listed below has voluntarily submitted an 
application for membership to the Rotary Club of Syracuse, 
Inc. via electronic form at www.syracuserotary.org. This is 
the first of two Syracuse Rotary Press publications for this 
applicant.

*********************************************************************
DATE OF APPLICATION:  ...............................JANUARY 16, 2018
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER:  .........GEORGE ESCHENFELDER
FIRM/EMPLOYER:  .......................................... RETIRED, USMC
POSITION / TITLE:  .....................................................LT. COL. 
CLASSIFICATION:  .................................................................. TBD
SYRACUSE ROTARIAN SPONSOR:  .......... J. GLADZISZEWSKI
RECEIVED VIA:  .................. WEBSITE APPLICATION FORM

*********************************************************************

Rotary International 

President-elect Barry Rassin 

and his wife, Esther.

The 2018-19 RI President 

wants Rotary members to...

"Be the Inspiration"



The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; 
the Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 
42 in the Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., 
the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. 
Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater 
Syracuse community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving 
a long trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all 
of which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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P&C Close to 2017-18 Goals
$10,000 and 100% Club Participation

James Morrow  |  P&C Committee Chair

The Syracuse Rotary Foundation reports the 2017-18 P&C Cam-
paign, as of January 19, has received pledges and gifts totaling $8,570 
from 36 Syracuse Rotarians, two-thirds of our membership just $1,500 
shy of P&C's $10,000 goal. 

The twin 100% goals can be achieved only if all 58 Syracuse Rotarians 
contribute. 

The Club thanks those who have already given and if you’re one of 
those who just hasn’t got around to it, please join the effort now to re-
plenish the Syracuse Rotary Foundation’s coffers by pledging your gen-
erous support to this year’s P&C Campaign. Pledge cards are always 
available on Fridays at the hospitality table. Simply fill out a card and 
return it to myself, John Lewien, or mail it with your check to The Ro-
tary Club of Syracuse, 800 Nottingham Road, Syracuse NY 13224.  z85%

$10K GOAL

http://www.syracuserotary.org
mailto:jim%40morrowgraphics.com?subject=Syracuse%20Rotary%20Press

