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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of Jan 12
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, January 12 ~ Prez Marylin 
presided with her usual aplomb. A 
good crowd of about 20 was in atten-
dance this rainy (soon to be frosty) day 
and enjoyed our usual tasty Pascales 
lunch. Why not join us next week for 
good fellowship, a warm meal and a 
nice program featuring Marie Morelli, 
Post Standard Editorial Chief. You’d be 
greatly welcomed!

We pledged, sang God Bless America 
(a la Brad) and sat for PP Gary’s poi-
gnant invocation during which he read 
a poem entitled “We Remember Them” 

in special memory of a dear Army bud-
dy who recently passed away.

Brad called for Community Service 
nominees--if you have one, please con-
tact him asap. Former member, Warren 
( Joe) Young was welcomed as a guest 
and prospective “new” member. No 
birthdays today, so we moved on to the 
50/50 where Charlie Beach won the 
right to draw for the red lady, but alas, 
no luck, leaving the $5 to Ray Leach. 
Lots of HD, with one from Dr. Daya, 
happy to be presenting the program to-
day, another from Allen Kosoff, happy 
to be reminded why he doesn’t ski, an-

This Week: Writer Marie Morelli
Editorial/Opinion Leader for Syracuse.com & Post-Standard 

Program Committee

Marie Morelli is edi-
torial/opinion leader for 
Syracuse.com and The 
Post-Standard. Morelli 
joined the Syracuse Her-
ald-Journal in 1989 as a 
metro reporter, after pre-
vious newspaper jobs in 
Saratoga Springs and Ni-
agara Falls. She has held 
a number of reporting and editing po-
sitions at The Post-Standard, including 
business editor, Page 1 editor and edi-
torial page editor. Morelli is a native of 
Buffalo and earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in journalism from Buffalo State 
College. She lives in DeWitt.

The Post-Standard was founded in 
1829 as The Onondaga Standard and 

the first issue was pub-
lished September 10, 
1829, after Vivus W. 
Smith consolidated the 
Onondaga Journal with 
the Syracuse Advertis-
er under The Onondaga 
Standard name. Through 
the 1800s, it was known 
variously as The Week-
ly Standard, The Daily 

Standard and The Syracuse Standard.
By 1900, Syracuse had a population 

of 135,000 and the publication had a 
circulation of over 17,500. 

In July 2015, the New York News 
Publishers Association gave eight first-
place awards to The Post-Standard, the 
most of any newspaper in its circulation 
category.  z
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see DR. DAYA page 2 >>

A Look Ahead

see VAN ROBINSON page 2  >>

JANUARY 19
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee January Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Marie Morelli, 

Post Standard Editorial Writer

JANUARY 26
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: TBA

FEBRUARY 2
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: TBA

FEBRUARY 9
11:10 am 

Syracuse Rotary Club Board of 
Directors February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: TBA

FEBRUARY 16
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: TBA 

LUNCHEON PROGRAMS ARE NEEDED. 
IF YOU HAVE AN IDEA FOR AN INTERSTING 

PRESENTATION, EMAIL OR CONTACT 
KEVIN VISCONTI AT 315.234.8167

Marie Morelli of syracuse.com

http://kvisconti@ae.cadaretgrant.com
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NOTICE The following Club meetings will be held in the 
Members Lounge, downstairs, adjacent to restaurant:

March 2  •  March 23  •  April 6  •  May 11

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 2018

FRIDAY  |  JANUARY 19
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
JANUARY MEETING  |  11:00AM  |  DRUMLINS

NO ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
43 The number of 

cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 1/19

other from PP Gary, happy to be closing on their new winter 
home in Charleston soon and one from PP Jim Morrow, who 
was happy that Dr. Daya was with us today.

We offered congrats to Prez Marylin for her promotion at Up-
state to VP for Planning, a significant deal accompanied by extra 
time commitments, of course. Well done, Prez.

Marylin introduced world traveler/Syracuse Rotarian Extraor-
dinaire, Dr. Daya Kulkarni, who said that it seemed just like yes-
terday that he was here accompanied by his Bangalore Rotary 
friends. Today he shared with us the important work of a non 
profit he founded in 2014 called Aarogya Seva (for convenience, 
AS). Most recently AS has focused on helping the City of Jeremie 
in Haiti, an isolated community of about 31,000, recover from 
hurricane Matthew in October, 2016. Dr. Daya reported that 
their current situation is extremely problematic with not enough 
food, water or medical supplies for the people still stranded in 
temporary shelters or living on the streets, with about 89% of the 
community having been destroyed. AS is presently involved in 
attempting to meet some of Jeremie’s needs and asked our Club 
for assistance. Just the freight alone on one shipping container 
of medical supplies costs about $4200. In addition to its work in 
Haiti, AS is involved in a host of other service activities in re-
mote parts of the world including teaching people how to make 
a prosthetic (for example, an artificial hand) with a 3 D printer. 
Individual contributions to the cause are also welcomed. They 
can be made to AS online at https://igg.me/at/CqhZ00t-P8Y or 
via the donation form printed elsewhere in the Press. Suffice it 
say, the need is great, and Dr. Daya and his colleagues around the 
world are an amazing example of service above self.  z

Dr. Daya updates Club on his missions       <<  from pg.  1 The Newspapers of Syracuse
The Post-Standard was founded in 1829
wikipedia.com

The Post-Standard is a major daily newspaper 
serving the greater Syracuse metro area. Published by 
Advance Publications, it is one of two brands of the 
Syracuse Media Group, formed in 2012 as a digitally 
focused company. The other major brand is Syracuse.
com. The newspaper is published seven days a week 
and is home-delivered to subscribers on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Sunday. It is available in retail outlets 
and via e-edition every day.

The paper was founded in 1829 as The Onondaga 
Standard On Dec. 26, 1898, the owners of The Daily 
Standard and The Syracuse Post merged to form The 
Post-Standard with 
the  first issue of the 
newly merged paper 
being published on 
January 1, 1899. The 
merged company was 
based at 136 E. Gene-
see St. in Syracuse.

By 1900, Syracuse 
had a population of 
over 135,000 and 
the publication had 
a "sworn circulation" 
of 17,575 daily, 12,571 semi-weekly and 15,195 on 
Sunday. It was touted as "a clean, wholesome, aggres-
sive, up-to-date newspaper." The newspaper bragged 
that "The Post-Standard has a larger circulation than 
any other daily paper between Greater New York and 
Rochester."

On July 23, 1939, publisher Samuel I. Newhouse 
entered the Syracuse market, buying Syracuse's two 
evening papers, the Syracuse Herald and the Syra-
cuse Journal, and then merging them into the Syr-
acuse Herald-Journal. He also launched a Sunday 
paper, the Herald American. In 1944, Newhouse 
bought The Post-Standard. Later, Newhouse became 
the benefactor of Syracuse University's acclaimed S.I. 
Newhouse School of Public Communications.

The news and editorial departments of the news-
papers operated independently from each other for 
decades. The Post-Standard was published in the 
morning, the Herald-Journal in the afternoon, and 
the Herald American on Sundays. Until 1971, when 
a new building on Clinton Square opened, the news-
papers were published in 

see DR. SYRACUSE'S page 3 >>

https://igg.me/at/CqhZ00t-P8Y
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Post-Standard
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Syracuse's Historic Newspaper       <<  from pg.  2 Harold Thomas Platt
A 30-year Syracuse Rotarian Passes

Greenleaf Funeral Home

January 12 ~ Harold Thomas 
(Tom) Platt, 82, went to join our 
Lord and prepare a place for his be-
loved wife of 45 years on January 12, 
2018. He is survived by 6 cousins.

Tom was born and raised in De-
troit, MI, was in the first graduating 
class of Mumford High School, and 
earned his BBA and MBA degrees at 
the University of Michigan where he 

was a proud member of the Acacia fraternity.
He held senior financial and tax positions with B/G 

Foods, H.P. Hood, Quality Inns, Red Barn, Servomation 
Mathias and Agway until 2000 when began his own tax 
practice with clients in seven states.

Tom sat on the boards of the Volunteer Center and Vera 
House, was a CPA in MD and NY, served as President of 
the Syracuse Chapters of the FEI and Tax Executives and 
was actively involved in providing financial leadership to 
the churches to which he belonged in Syracuse and Mary-
land.

Tom belonged to Syracuse Rotary for over 30 years and 
served as its President in 1984-1985. Socially he was a 
member of Cavalry Country Club and The Union League 
Club of Chicago for many years. 

The thoughts of all Syracuse Rotarians are with Tom's 
wife, Peggy, during this time.

There will be no calling hours or viewing. Contributions 
in lieu of flowers can be made to 1st Presbyterian Church 
of Cazenovia.  z

separate locations. The newspapers became known col-
lectively as The Syracuse Newspapers. By the turn of the 
century, it became apparent that Syracuse could no longer 
support two newspapers. The Herald-Journal closed in 
September 2001, and was merged into The Post-Standard.

The newspaper company was an early adopter of digital 
media. The company launched digital audio services deliv-
ered via telephone in the early 1990s under the direction of 
John Mariani and Stan Linhorst. The company, under then 
Director of New Media Stan Linhorst, started Syracuse.
com in November 1994. The newspaper collaborated with 
Syracuse University's iSchool on the launch. At first, the 
website was branded Syracuse OnLine and until the sum-
mer of 1995 operated on a server hosted at syr.edu. Few 
newspapers were establishing websites back then; most 
were partnering with CompuServe, Prodigy, America On-
line or other proprietary systems.

In December 2001, the newspaper began printing on a 
new offset lithography press made in Switzerland by Wifag. 
The 750-ton five-story press allowed for color on just about 
every page, and the newspaper soon began using the front-
page motto, America’s Most Colorful Paper. The press is 
housed in a 45,000-square-foot, glass-enclosed "press hall" 
constructed at the back of the newspaper building. The Wi-
fag press replaced a 33-year-old machine using the letter-
press technique. The new press and building expansion cost 
$39.5 million.

Today, the newspaper remains owned by Advance Pub-
lications which also publishes the Staten Island Advance, 
The Star-Ledger and The Jersey Journal in New Jersey, The 
Times-Picayune in New Orleans, The Oregonian in Port-
land, and The Plain Dealer in Cleveland. 

Sean Kirst is a featured news columnist and Bud Poliquin 
is a featured sports columnist. Kirst was the winner of the 
2008 Ernie Pyle Journalism Award for human interest 
writing, given by the Scripps Howard Foundation to the 
newspaper writer nationwide who most exemplifies the 
works of Pyle, a famed World War II correspondent.

The Editorial board is made up of Marie Morelli, Edito-
rial Opinions Leader, Chairman Stephen A. Rogers, Presi-
dent Tim Kennedy, V.P. of Content Stephen Cvengros, and 
Director of Special Projects Stan Linhorst. 

Since 1988, The Post-Standard has been challenging 
people of CNY every winter by hiding a treasure hunt me-
dallion in a public park in Onondaga County. Each day 
during the treasure hunt, The Post-Standard and Syracuse.
com publish clues pointing treasure hunters to its location. 
The person who finds the medallion win's $1,000, double 
that if they are a newspaper subscriber. The medallion hunt 
coincides with Syracuse's annual Winterfest.  z

Utica Rotarian Raises 
$4000 for Puerto Rico

District 7150 Newsletter

Utica Rotarian Heather Beebe recently took a trip to 
Puerto Rico to put to use almost $4,000 she raised online, 
including through Rotary, to help with hurricane relief ef-
forts. The following are notes from her trip.

It was such a successful trip. With the help of Rotari-
ans throughout this district, friends, family, and complete 
strangers that followed my journey online, I raised $3,974 
in total. I also shipped 16 large boxes of supplies and per-
sonally carried 300lbs in supplies with me on my flight. 
With only a backpack of my personal belongings, I headed 
down with an open mind to help. see DISTRICT 7150 page 3 >>



The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; 
the Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 
42 in the Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., 
the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. 
Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the Greater 
Syracuse community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving 
a long trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all 
of which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an 
honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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District 7150, including Syracuse Rotary, contribute to relief effort << from pg.  3

I had no idea the devastation. Flying in 
to San Juan, my flight was full of people 
from different agencies sending help - 
FEMA, SBA, military and people like 
myself. Not one child on the flight, and 
it was interesting to see work boots, not 
flip flops.

The beginning part of 
my time I was in the San 
Juan area. Although there 
is a lot of damage to signs, 
trees, light posts and prop-
erty, the most obvious sad-
ness was the lack of people 
enjoying the city. A lot of 
businesses were closed. 
Beaches were empty. At 
night, everything is totally 
dark, even to drive around 
it can be hard to see. It just 
looks so different. 

The city will suffer with-
out the tourism and that is a big fear of 
mine. Through social media I connect-
ed with other volunteers and helped 
with other projects going on. Each day 
was different, helping with supplies and 
basic needs.

For the second half of the trip I head-
ed into the mountains in the western 
part of the island, in a rural area known 
as Adjuntas. This was a whole new 
shock. Although San Juan was in poor 
condition, people at least had access to 
supplies and water. Adjuntas was the 

complete opposite. It was 40 days after 
the storm and there were people who 
still did not have water. They would get 
it from the rivers. Bucket after bucket 
so they could have it to flush their toi-
lets, wash their clothes and clean their 

houses. There was absolutely no com-
munication technology, whatsoever. 
San Juan at least had a cell phone sig-
nal, albeit sketchy. 

I met with many amazing people who 
helped us distribute basic supplies to 
over 100 families. The majority of what 
I gathered from back home was distrib-
uted here. People heard about what we 
were doing and joined in. We ended up 
with a crew of about 30 people. Com-
plete strangers started showing up to 
help and it was a great scene. 

I'm a Rotarian, but I am also a hu-
man, a mother, a caregiver, and no ti-
tle mattered on this trip. People are in 
need and people show up to help. Many 
couldn't believe I had come from so far, 
but to me it was the least I could do. 

The people of Adjuntas 
probably won't have power or 
communication for a while. 
Roads were still blocked in 
certain areas and we even cut 
some trees out of the way on 
one. I could go on and on be-
cause it was so incredible. 

I will continue to stay con-
nected with the San Juan Ro-
tary Club and accepting dona-
tions to help with rebuilding 
projects. It is my hope that the 
clubs there can join forces to 
rebuild public facilities that 

will create more sustainable conditions 
for everyone. I have many people to 
thank for making this possible - fel-
low Rotarians from District 7150, my 
friends, my family, Madison Central 
School and many more. If you wish to 
make additional donations I will still 
accept them and make sure they go to 
the Rotary Clubs doing good works 
there. You can send them to Heather 
Beebe, PO Box 1981, Utica NY 13503.  
z
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