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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of May 12
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

May 12 ~ Back to normal today, with 
resplendent PP Big John Lewien pre-
siding for acting Prez Bob who had 
an unavoidable conflict. As such John 
quipped that he was the acting, acting 
Prez, and we all acted as if that was 
just fine. Looking out the windows at 
a beautiful spring day, we pledged, sang 
a Brad inspired America and listened 
to acting, acting Prez John give an un-
usually short but thoughtful invocation. 
How short was it, you ask--so short that 

PP Jim Morrow said that his cake was 
still fresh...

Resuming the gavel, John observed 
that he was glad to see that no one was 
left last week at the OHA as a perma-
nent exhibit.... Moving on, PP Brad 
announced an upcoming Rotary golf 
outing on a date yet TBD. We were re-
minded to be on our best role modeling 
behavior next week as we honor this 
year’s crop of outstanding high school 
students, always a pleasure. We’ll be 

This Week: Syracuse Rotary's Annual 
Outstanding High School Senior Awards

Eighteen Seniors from Nine Syracuse High Schools Honored
Senior Awards Committee

The Rotary Club of Syracuse will 
once again honor the outstanding 
achievements of high school seniors 
from several area high schools. This 
year, nine schools within the Syracuse 
City School District were each asked to 
identify two high performing students 
within their senior classes for recogni-
tion at our annual ceremony, for a total 
of eighteen young men and women.

The annual event is one of the 
high-water marks of our club and al-
ways proves to be uplifting for our 
members as well as rewarding for the 
students. So, don’t miss this week’s 
meeting.

The recipients of the Rotary Club 
of Syracuse 2017 Outstanding High 
School Senior Award are: 

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS ACADEMY
Tessa Queri & Jon-Christopher Whelan

CORCORAN HIGH SCHOOL
Jaclyn Turner & Ahmed Shaalan

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY - CENTRAL
Jarfara Davis & Zau Jat N-Hkum

FOWLER HIGH SCHOOL
Brooklyn Spinks & Bilal Algahim

BISHOP GRIMES HIGH SCHOOL
Molly McInerney & Zachary Jones

HENNINGER HIGH SCHOOL
Zahabu Kamanda & Travis Romeo

FAITH HERITAGE 
Kristi Hartmann & James D'Imperio

BISHOP LUDDEN
Emmalin Harris-Boyden & John Duffy

NOTTINGHAM
Karen Schneider & Fahim Rahman  z

see SCHWAB page 2 >>
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A Look Ahead
MAY 19
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee May Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Syracuse Rotary's Annual 
Outstanding High School 

Seniors Award Presentation

MAY 26
NO ROTARY ACTIVITY 

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

JUNE 2
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Dr. Denise Karsten 

Upstate Brain & Spine Center

JUNE 9
11:00 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
 Board of Directors June Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Paulette Purdy of Learning 

Disabilities Association of CNY

JUNE 16
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee June Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
James Nash - Jr. ROTC
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joined at this annual event by Syracuse 
School Superintendent Jaime Alicia, 
someone representing the Regents and, 
of course, organizer par excellence, PP 
Pat Spadafora who’s brought more in-
spiring students to us than Carter has 
liver pills.

We wished a happy birthday to the “law 
firm” of Seiffert, McCrady & Schumm, 
only to have PP Jim (you know, with the 
long last name) draw unsuccessfully for 
the 50/50 Red Queen, leaving the big 
five bucks to PP Frank Decker to haul 
away. Happy Dollars brought a slew of 
them including one from Charlie Beach 
anonymously thanking “the guy in the 
blue sweater” (think, John Marsellus) 
for the bus to and from the OHA last 
week, another from PP Pete, just hap-
py for another birthday and one from 
our speaker, Kevin Schwab, happy that 
he and his wife had survived a vigorous 
NYC bike race last week.

SRF Prez, Volker Weiss, was called 
up to conduct the annual Foundation 
meeting, and he did it with grace, der 
elan (that’s verve, in German) and 
speed. Calling on Treasurer John Lew-
ien (yes, the same acting, acting Prez), 
we learned that the Foundation had a 
good year, with nice growth in our prin-
cipal even given our $35,000 in grants. 
John did mention that our P&C cam-
paign is still a little short and urged all 
members who haven’t yet given to make 
a gift now so that we can continue our 
recent tradition of 100% member par-
ticipation with a final tally of at least 
$10,000. Finally, Volker called on Pete 
Seiffert, Nominating Committee Chair, 
to make his report which resulted in the 
election of the new Foundation trust-
ees and announcement of new officers 
including Volker, continuing as Pres-

ident, Brad Strait stepping up as Vice 
President, John Bertram continuing as 
Secretary and, likewise, John continuing 
as Treasurer (as opposed to being acting, 
acting Treasurer....).

PP Denny introduced our Consensus 
Redux program brought back by popu-
lar demand and so-called since this was 
a continuation of the discussion we had 
back in February of the Commission’s 
final report toward modernizing gov-
ernment across Onondaga County. To 
that end, Denny re-introduced Kevin 
Schwab, External VP for Centerstate 
CEO and Centerstate’s point man on 
Consensus. Like last time, Kevin proved 
to be a hugely informed, articulate and 
persuasive presenter on this most im-
portant subject to all living or working 
in Onondaga County. Reminding us 
that among the primary goals of Con-
sensus were to provide for better, more 
effective and efficient government along 
with more responsive and connected 
representation, Kevin argued that the fi-
nal report had accomplished those goals 
and then some. Currently the public 
spends approximately $1.7 billion to 
cover our 36 separate municipalities 
which has caused substantial stress to 
the end that many, if not most, munici-
palities are headed to deficits in the near 
future (absent unwanted tax increases 
and/or service reductions). As an exam-
ple, the City of Syracuse will run out of 
cash before 2020, having $55 million in 
its cash reserves as recently as last year. 
Kevin said we simply have to do better 
to avoid our community being relegated 
to the lot of other smaller communities 
throughout the country where the trend 
is ever downward while the larger, more 
metropolitan communities are growing 
with increased economic vitality and 
vigor. Consensus’ final report contains 

50 recommendations with the final be-
ing the proposed consolidation of the 
City and the County into a more rep-
resentative, cost effective metropolitan 
government. Citing examples including 
Jacksonville, Nashville and Indianapolis 
where metropolitanization has substan-
tially improved their fortunes, Kevin 
said that the consolidation of the City 
and County would bring similar ben-
efits to Central New York. In addition 
to better economic growth, if successful, 
he said that the cost savings of consol-
idation could exceed $130 million per 
year. Lots of good questions followed 
Kevin’s presentation including one that 
prompted Kevin’s startling observation 
that unless our area can provide at least 
1 million airline passenger boardings a 
year, Syracuse might not be able to re-
tain quality air service in the future.That, 
in itself, seems good reason to move 
forward on the Consensus recommen-
dations. For more info on Consensus, 
including case studies on how the met-
ropolitan communities have succeeded, 
go to www. consensuscny.com.   z
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Schwab makes sense of government modernization      << from pg.  1

NO ROTARY MEETING MAY 26
Memorial Day Weekend

Kevin Schwab with a RCS mug presented by 
acting-acting-President, John Lewien.

NO ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
THIS WEEK (MAY 14-20)



Page - 3

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

18 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
May 19, 2017.
(may postpone) SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING LOCATION

The June 9 Syracuse Rotary meeting (subject to 
change) will once again move from The Onondaga 

Room to The University Room (formerly the 
Members Lounge) at Drumlins.

Syracuse Rotary Foundation
Nominating Committee Report

Peter Seiffert | Nominating Commitee Syracuse Rotary Foundation

Five trustee members by virtue of office:
1. President of SRC, Marylin Galimi.
2. Immediate Past President of SRC, Bob Sherburne
3. Immediate Past President of SRF, Peter Seiffert
4. Second Vice President of SRC, Kevin Viscinti.
5. P&C Chairman from SRC, Jim Morrow. 

Ten trustee members from general membership of SRF.  To 
be a Foundation member a club member must contribute 
to the Foundation:

1. Volker Weiss
2. Vern Lee
3. Dave deSilva
4. Brad Strait
5. Pat Spadafora
6. Jim Gladziszewski
7. George DeAngelo
8. Michael George
9. John Lewien
10. John Bertram

The following officers were elected:
1. President, Volker Weiss
2. Vice President, Brad Strait
3. Secretary, John Bertram
4. Treasurer, John Lewien

Tillie's Touch Seventh Annual Fundraiser
The Seventh Annual Tillie's Touch Fundraiser is Saturday, June 

3 at Trappers Pizza Pub in Dewitt from 1-5pm. Tons and tons of 
incredible baskets will be raffled off with great food, and of course 
a volleyball tournament. The organization, which Syracuse Rotary 
funded in its most recent P&C grant cycle, is seeking volleyball 
sponsors ($50/team), and volleyball players.

Everyone in attendance is eligible to play volleyball at no charge. 
Admission to the "all-you-can-eat event is $12 per person or $35 
per family.  z

ANNOUNCING AN EXHIBIT OF
THE ART AND ARCHlTECTURE OF

ALLEN KOSOFF
WESTCOTT COMMUNITY CENTER

CORNER OF EUCLID AVENUE
SECOND FLOOR

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 4:30 PM
MAY 6 thru JUNE 30

2017 District Conference Review
Peter Cardamone | District 7150 Governor

Thanks to everyone who came to conference, who helped 
plan it, who taught a breakout session, who led a pledge 
or invocation, who chaperoned Youth Exchange students, 
who brought House of Friendship displays and door prizes, 
who volunteered as a Sergeant-at-Arms, who bought items 
at the Rotary Shop and who honored Rotarians we've lost 
at the In-Gratitude service. It was an inspiring, educational 
and fun weekend just as the committee had hoped it would 
be! If you didn't make it, here's what you missed:

We raised over $400 for the Rotary International Foun-
dation at Friday's 50/50. There were 32 clubs represented in 
the business meeting and more than 20 House of Friend-
ship displays. We met our RI Rep Matthew Kane and his 
wife Sonia, from Raleigh, North Carolina - really great 
Rotarians and new friends! Rotarians got to help at the 
Salvation Army and local community garden for afternoon 
service projects The food got rave reviews!

The Youth Exchange kids got to go bowling, visit the 
Saratoga Auto Museum and did an Earth Day project at 
SPAC (Saratoga Performing Arts Center). Saturday's 50/50 
raised over $700 for ShelterBox USA, whose rep Tom Deu-
son was there to show off a real ShelterBox tent and present 
the Moravia Club with a Hero Award for their donations

Dozens of Rotarians of Excellence were recognized for 
their hard work, clubs that grew their membership so far 
this year were congratulated and we surprised the newest 
Paul Harris. CNY Books for the World's, Ward Vuillemot, 
was presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award - the 
highest honor we could bestow upon him.  z

~ See what you missed, Brad...
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THE CAROUSEL OF PRESIDING PAST 
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESIDENTS

PP Dan Morrow (1993-94) 
will be at the helm on May 
19 and PP John Lewien 

(1998-99) will be the official 
acting-President when we 

resume meetings on June 2.


