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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of December 15
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

December 15 ~ Sleigh bells couldn’t 
be heard yet, but it sure was cold and 
wintry as a nice crowd gathered inside a 
warm Drumlins to welcome SU’s Chan-
cellor Kent Syverud to SRC for the first 
time, thanks to arrangements made by 
SU Trustee and SRC member, Charlie 
Beach. The Chancellor is an impressive 
leader of a vital Syracuse resource, and it 
was very good to have him with us.

But first Pres-Elect Kevin Viscon-
ti brought us to order, in the excused 
absence of Prez Marylin. As usual we 
pledged, sang PP Brad-led God Bless 
America and heard PP Bob Sherburne’s 

always thoughtful invocation, this one 
tailored to SU and the Chancellor’s vis-
it. Welcomed guests included former 
SRC Rotarian, Warren ( Joe) Young, 
freshly moved back to the area after an 
8 year absence, the lovely Isabell, Kevin’s 
girlfriend and Steve Deckard, PP John 
Lewien’s guest and good friend to fel-
low pastor, PP Bob.

PP Jim Morrow ably adminis-
tered the 50/50 where John Marsellus 
searched vainly for the Red Queen, PP 
Vern took the $5 and Charlie Beach 
won the beautiful woolen scarf knitted 
and donated by John M’s granddaugh-

This Week: Christmas & A Sing-a-Long
Warm up your pipes and learn a little bit about Christmas
PP Robert Sherburne

Past President, Bob Sherburne will 
present a program for Christmas this 
week. The story begins long ago - some 
will say at creation itself.  In Genesis it 
is written:

When God began to create the heav-
ens and the earth the earth was without 
shape or form, it was dark over the deep 
sea, and God’s wind swept over the wa-
ters. God said, “Let there be light.” And 
so light appeared. God saw how good 
the light was. God separated the light 
from the darkness. God named the 
light Day and the darkness Night.

There was evening and there was 
morning: the first day.

 From the first of creation God pro-
vided all that humanity needed to live 

well and care for creation and each oth-
er. It didn’t take long for people to re-
alize that caring for creation along with 
all the creatures, human and otherwise, 
was our responsibility. Humanity took 
its time figuring out what to do, and our 
biblical history clearly shows divisions 
and complications in people learning 
how to live together, work together, and 
how to be responsible stewards for daily 
living.

In time, people took a careful look 
at how they wanted to relate to God, 
and finally how they would work with 
each other. Society began to develop 
and a variety of social systems that be-
came the leadership for people. Kings, 
Queens, Courts, military command-
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see SU INVESTED page 2 >>

A Look Ahead

see VAN ROBINSON page 2  >>

DECEMBER 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Holiday Sing-A-Long & 

A Program for Christmas

DECEMBER 29
NO SYRACUSE ROTARY 

ACTIVITY

JANUARY 5
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: TBA

JANUARY 12
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Club Board of 
Directors January Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: TBA

JANUARY 19
11:10 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee January Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Marie Morelli, P.S. Editorial Writer

JANUARY 26
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: TBA

see A CHRISTMAS page 3 >>
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NO ROTARY MEETING 
NEXT FRIDAY, 12/29

SU invested $51M in Community              <<  from pg.  1

NO ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS

46 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 

drawing for 12/22

ter, Chloe, and daughter, Tina. Happy Dollars galore today, with 
one from Warren, happy to be here, another from John M, happy 
to have Warren here and yet another from Ray Leach celebrating 
his recent bowling victory.

Charlie Beach introduced Chancellor Syverud, noting that he 
was only the 12th Chancellor in SU’s distinguished 147 year his-
tory. His vitae includes a stint as a clerk for US Supreme Court 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and several prestigious teaching/
deanship positions (he continues that tradition at SU where he 
teaches a course at the Law School in addition to his busy admin-
istrative duties). The Chancellor graciously recognized Charlie 
and fellow SU Trustee Vern for their exemplary services to the 
university, while noting that SU is doing well and is in good finan-
cial shape, thanks in part to the support of its Board of Trustees. 
Today’s endowment stands at about $1.3 billion, while student 
body enrollment is at an all time high of 22,400. SU presently 
employs about 6000, making it arguably the largest employer in 
CNY. The Chancellor walked us through a number of building 
projects currently underway on the hill including the renovation 
of old Archbold Gym into a world class health and wellness cen-
ter and construction of a new veterans center in the vicinity of 
Marshall and Waverly. We were told that over the past few years 
SU has developed a huge reputation as a primary center for vet-
erans activities, including being a main entry point for return to 
civilian life of veterans worldwide. Military enrollment at SU has 
tripled in 4 years to about 1100 and as a national leader in veter-
ans affairs, SU is represented on every US military base as a “go to” 

place for veteran education, 
training, research, etc. Also 
big at SU these days is its 
creative writing program 
(Prof. George Saunders 
recently won the presti-
gious Man Booker prize 
for his hugely successful 
Lincoln in the Bardo), the 
girls undefeated basketball 
team, its robust online ed-
ucational programs and on 
going community engage-
ment in which SU annual-

ly invests more than 51 million dollars. Long term, among his 
goals, the Chancellor wants to make SU’s academics even better 
since, as he says, the university is all about students. One of the 
things he’s most proud about is that SU’s student body, unlike 
many other other competitors, represents all income levels and 
in that category ranks among the best in the nation. It’s clear 
that SU remains in very good hands, indeed, and Syracuse Rotary 
wishes the Chancellor and his team all the very best in the years 
ahead. And who knows, just maybe SU will defeat Georgetown 
this weekend as the Chancellor predicts….  z

Syracuse University Chancellor, Kent Syverud.

P&C Short of 2017-18 Goals
$10,000 and 100% Club Participation
James Morrow  |  P&C Committee Chair

The Syracuse Rotary Foun-
dation reports the 2017-18 
P&C Campaign has received 
pledges and gifts totaling 
$6,870 from 27 Syracuse 
Rotarians,  less than half of 
our membership and more 
than $3,000 shy of P&C's 
$10,000 goal.

The twin 100% goals can 
be achieved only if all 58 Syr-
acuse Rotarians contribute. 

The Club thanks those 
who have already given and 
if you’re one of those who 
just hasn’t got around to it, 
please join the effort now 
to replenish the Syracuse 
Rotary Foundation’s coffers 
by pledging your generous 
support to this year’s P&C 
Campaign. Pledge cards are 
always available on Fridays at 
the hospitality table. Simply 
fill out a card and return it to myself, John Lewien, or 
mail it with your check to The Rotary Club of Syra-
cuse, 800 Nottingham Road, Syracuse NY 13224.  z

2017-18 P&C CAMPAIGN

68%
$10K GOAL
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ers and Prophets were all part of hu-
man organization. Religions developed 
throughout the world, and in fact, we 
still worship God through a wide va-
riety of names, liturgies, and tradi-
tions. Today we are going to look at 
the Judeo-Christian traditions through 
scripture and song.

One of the early understandings was 
that God will supply a leader who will 
bring us new life, new joy, and life ever-
lasting. The Prophet Isaiah prophesied 
the following:

Isaiah 9: 2b, 6-7a
The people who walked in dark-
ness
    have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness —
    on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us,
    a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
    and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.
His authority shall grow continu-
ally,
    and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his 
kingdom.

Versus 1 & 5 of 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"

It appeared that most of the civilized 
world recognized that the Supreme 
Being was ruling the world in ways 
no one quite understood. People were 
caught up in finding one who would 
help them get in touch with the Power 
now called God. There were many peo-
ple who were considered, but it became 
clear that a young man was seen as the 
one sent by God.  Carols were written 
about him centuries later
#217 
"Away in the Manger” 

Another hymn lifts this idea and the 
refrain is: “This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to brig him laud, the babe, 
the son of Mary.  Join in singing #219.

The Story came out that Mary was 
spoken to by an angel, and it was the 
angel who told her that she would be-
come pregnant and be the mother of 
the Lord. - Luke 1: 26-32

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 
with you.” 

But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greet-
ing this might be. 

The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David."  
#238  
“Angels We Have Heard on 
High”

Angels were part of the culture 
in those days.  People put great 
emphasis on the Angels, and 
connections were made.  Charles 
Wesley wrote this carol and it has 
been used for generations.  
#240  
“Hark! The herald Angels Sing”

Another song that focuses on 
the angels is:
#245  
“The First Noel”  

People were being asked ques-
tions upon questions, and the 

place where Jesus was born was taking 
on a new interest. One of the most en-
dearing carols is:
#230 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Three great carols that touch the 
hearts of people are:
#239 
“Silent Night, Holy Night”

#229 
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

#246 “Joy to the World”

The Word about Jesus Christ spread 
throughout the world. Faith was be-
ing claimed world wide, people were 
encouraged to share the story of Jesus: 
his birth, crucifixion, and Resurrection.  
Join in singing a couple of carols that 
we share yearly.
#251 
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

#249 
“There’s a Song in the Air”

#224 
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Finally at Christmas we also cele-
brate Jesus’ birth by singing:
"We Wish you a Merry Christmas"

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

A Christmas Program form one of our own                      <<  from pg.  1



The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised 
of two entities; the Club which was chartered on 
June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the Rotary world, 
and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-
for-profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded 
in 1957. Together, the Club and the Foundation 
have served the Greater Syracuse community with 
uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long trail 
of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, 
all of which has contributed to giving The Rotary Club 
of Syracuse an honored position in our community.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
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