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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of November 3
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

November 3, 2017 ~ Group Work-
camps was the theme for the day, thanks 
to a welcomed visit by Deb Glisson, 
PDG, who explained the origin and in-
credible need for the camps. Since 1977 
over a quarter of a million youth and 
adult participants have provided more 
than 6 million hours of volunteer ser-
vice directly to people in need. And next 
June Workcamps comes to the Syracuse 
area, thanks to many including the On-
ondaga Hill Presbyterian Church. So 
stay tuned for this important service 
project.

On a cool, wet day (making us long 
for our extended summer weather), a 
good crowd gathered in our usual quar-
ters at Drumlins under the leadership 
of Prez Marylin. And, like usual, after 
a very good buffet meal, we pledged, 
sang a patriotic song and listened to PP 
Gary deliver an exceedingly thoughtful 
invocation which gave us all “food” for 
thought.

PP Brad reminded the group of our 
upcoming Symphoria outing this com-
ing Saturday evening, November 11, 
which will feature music inspired by 

This Week: Seeds of Peace Program
IFW's Kofi Addai talks about Syracuse City Schools' Program

Program Committee

What is the Syracuse 
Seeds of Peace? The Syra-
cuse Seeds of Peace is a crit-
ical program in each of the 
five Syracuse high schools 
(Corcoran, PSLA@Fowler, 
Henninger, ITC, and Not-
tingham) that cultivates and 
supports student leaders 
who, along with their adult 
allies, promote and establish a climate 
of non-violence, cross-cultural under-
standing, and peace. 

The Syracuse Seeds of Peace program 
brings together high school students of 
different races, ethnicities, and national 
origins to: (1) build strategic relation-
ship; (2) teach conflict resolution skills; 

(3) provide tools to address bullying; 
and (4) improve their schools and their 
community. 

What Does the Syracuse Seeds of 
Peace Do? InterFaith Works, through 
its El-Hindi Center for Dialogue, sup-
ports Seeds of Peace Clubs in each of 
the Syracuse high 
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see KOSOFF page 2 >>

A Look Ahead

see TWO WEEK page 2  >>

NOVEMBER 10
11:10 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors Nov. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Seeds of Peace

NOVEMBER 17
11:10 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee November Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Ronald Bagliere 

Sir Edmund Hillary Foundation

NOVEMBER 24
NO CLUB MEETING

DECEMBER 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting and 
Annual Christmas Party 

COME EARLY AND STAY LATE

DECEMBER 8
11:10 am 

Rotary Club of Syracuse 
Board of Directors Nov. Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Van Robinson

DECEMBER 15
SU Chancellor Kent Syverud 

visits Syracuse Rotary
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schools and the students’ action plans in 
their high school, with other high schools, 
and in the community. All Seeds of Peace 
Clubs are supported by teachers and admin-
istrators. All projects seek at establishing a 
climate of non-violence, cross-cultural un-
derstanding, and peace. 

High school students apply for a two-
week Seeds of Peace Summer Camp in 
Otisfield, Maine. While at Camp, trained 
facilitators engage the students in dialogue 
circles to experience dialogue as a process 
to address conflict while building bridges of 
understanding and participate in other lead-
ership activities.

At the start of the school year, follow-
ing Summer Camp participation, students 

(called “Seeds” following their Camp par-
ticipation) begin to organize Seeds of Peace 
Clubs in their schools and develop action 
plans to promote a climate of peace and 
understanding. Seeds that are particularly 
active and demonstrate leadership in their 
Clubs may be selected to return to Camp 
the following year to serve as a “Paradigm 
Shifters” (“PS’s”), or a student that receives 
intensive training in the discourse of race, 
ethnicity, as well as in the dialogue process 
and conflict resolution. 

We would like to express our sincerely 
gratitude to the Syracuse Rotary Club for 
inviting us and giving us the opportunity to 
share our program with you.  z
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Two week Seeds of Peace Camp                                                              <<  from pg.  1

Kosoff presents his five minutes, PDG Glisson is a fanatic                                                   <<  from pg.  1

the planets. To date about 10 Rotari-
ans have signed up, with a pre-concert 
dinner planned for the Marriott Down-
town. Thanks, Brad, for your long time 
leadership to provide wonderful musi-
cal fellowship opportunities for Club 
members.

PP Jim announced a special meeting 
of the P&C Committee following the 
gathering today to firm up plans for 
Syracuse Rotary’s 2017-18 grants. In 
that vein, PP Volker announced to the 
Club that the Syracuse Rotary Founda-
tion has made recent special gifts total-
ing $1000 to aid hurricane relief efforts 
in the US and Puerto Rico.

Our lone visiting Rotarian today was 
PDG Deb Glisson who was on hand 
to talk about her involvement with 
Workcamps. In the Happy Birthday 
department we sang to PP Jim and Sara 
Bollinger, wishing them all the best.

Our member profile today featured 
Allen Kosoff, recently retired chair of 
our Program Committee. Allen was a 
Nottingham grad (reminding us of the 
old saw that there are two types of peo-
ple in the world: Those who attended 
Nottingham and those who wish they 
had....). He applied to SU’s Architec-
ture School and was admitted at a time 

when the semester’s tuition was a “sky 
high” $550. During the summers he 
worked for Samuel Kosoff &  Sons, a 
family contracting business, where over 
time he gained a special expertise in 
cost estimating. Following graduation 
he worked full time for the family busi-
ness until its demise, after which Al-
len joined architects Ashley McGraw 
where he worked for another 20 years. 
Along the way he married the love of 
his life, Tess, and together they have 3 
children, all widely spread throughout 
the country. Allen also remains engaged 
in local real estate, owning several rental 
properties. A 28 year member of SRC, 
Allen joined the Club in 1990 and has 
served in a number of capacities includ-
ing his recent very productive stint as 
Program Chair.

On the 50/50 PP Frank Decker drew, 
alas, the 2 of hearts, leaving the special 
John Morrow painting to John Bertram 
and the five bucks to PP Gary. Happy 
Dollars came from several including 
one from PP Jim whose wife, Millisa, 
recently had her third book published 
and another from his dad Dan who 
happily announced that he’s the proud 
owner of new gutters on his home for 
the first time in 39 years. Seems our 

Syracuse precipitation finally got to 
him....

Prez Marylin introduced Deb Glis-
son, 7150 District Governor for 2014-
15, a self styled “fanatic” for Rotary 
service, who spoke to us about Group 
Workcamps, as briefly described above. 
For the first time Workcamps is coming 
to Syracuse next June 24-30. It’s intend-
ed to give kids an opportunity to assist 
elderly/low income families with home 
repairs and will bring approximately 
400 youth and adults from all over the 
country. Hosted by the Onondaga Hill 
Presbyterian Church, the camp is open 
to youth of all faiths and is expected to 
cost about $40,000 for which donations 
will be gratefully accepted. For more 
info visit www.groupmissiontrips.com 
and look for the 2018 Camillus home 
repair Workcamp.

So long until next week when we wel-
come Syracuse’s Seeds of Peace whose 
leadership program, partnering with 
InterFaith Works, continues with year-
round initiatives that empower student 
leaders to develop and enact plans to 
create more peaceful cultures and cli-
mates in their schools.  z

11/11 at 7:30pm 
~ SYMPHORIA ~ 
"The Planets"

From the mighty red 
planet Mars to the cine-
matic Jupiter, Holst's The 
Planets has inspired sci-fi 
movie music for genera-
tions - most famously, John 
Williams's, and his The 
Imperial March from Star 
Wars. Versatile pianist, Me-
lissa Marse makes her first 
appearance with Sympho-
ria to perform Rachmani-
noff ’s Rhapsody on a Theme 
of Paganini.
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50 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 

drawing for Nov. 10
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How YOU Can Help Refugees
Advocacy in Response to EO4

InterFaith Works

Executive Order on Refugees 4.0 (EO4)
November 2017 ~  Do you care about refugees and want 
to welcome families who are fleeing for their lives? So do 
we, and we need your help! Call our representatives today! 
Make just four (4) calls:

• John Katko, Congressman (R- NY) 
(202) 225-3701    (315) 423-5657

• Charles Schumer, Senator (D - NY) 
(202) 224-6542    (315) 423-5471

• Kirsten Gillibrand, Senator (D - NY) 
(202) 224-4451    (315) 448-0470

• President Donald Trump, White House                       
(866) 961-4293

Sample Script:
"I'm your constituent from [CITY/TOWN]. In the face of the 
largest global refugee crisis in recorded history, the new ex-
ecutive order issued on Oct. 24, 2017 is unacceptable. It will 
affect nearly every refugee waiting for resettlement and at-
tempt to dismantle the refugee resettlement program.

Refugees are helping to grow economies and communities 
in Upstate New York, including Syracuse, where they have 
helped offset a declining population, opened businesses, pur-
chased homes, paid taxes, bought goods and services, and 
added diversity to our community.

(If applicable) As a person of faith, my tradition teaches us to 
care for the homeless, the widows, the children and the strang-
er. 

To remain a global humanitarian leader, we must continue to 
welcome refugees who need a safe place to live, work and raise 
their families. People's lives and futures are at stake. The United 
States must hold fast to its commitment to offer safe haven to 
the world's refugees.

As your constituent, I urge you to do everything in your power 
to rescind this executive order and to actively pursue legislation 
to welcome refugees to the US. 

I believe that America must be a global leader in refugee re-
settlement, and that welcoming and protecting refugees saves 
lives and makes us stronger and safer as a community and as a 
country."

The Current Situation:
• More than 65 million people have been forced to flee 

their homes due to war, religious and political perse-
cution, ethnic cleansing and natural disaster. Over 23 
million are refugees, more than half of whom are chil-
dren.

• Resettlement is the last resort for people who are un-
able to return to their home countries.

• Refugees are carefully vetted and have been since the 
US started resettling people. 

• No refugees have EVER been found to be part of ter-
rorist activities inside the US due to our government 
screenings.

• Each step of the vetting process is time-sensitive. If a 
step in the vetting process expires, refugees who have 
already been approved will wait months and even years 
to repeat multiple security checks, while their lives 
hang in the balance.

These orders devastate hope for families waiting for loved 
ones, and tear apart the capacity that resettlement agen-
cies have built. It is critical that elected representatives and 
President Trump hear from us.  z
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