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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of October 5
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

October 5 ~ We gathered again last 
Friday at Drumlins, this time on a cool, 
rainy fall day. Veep Kevin Visconti pre-
sided, in the excused absence of Prez 
Marylin. As usual we led off with the 
pledge, a patriotic song (maestroed by 
PP Jim Morrow in Brad’s absence) and 
the always unique invocation given by 
the inimitable (Top Banana) John Lew-
ien.

PP Jim announced that we have an 
upcoming excursion planned to Sym-
phoria on November 11 and urged good 
attendance. If you can attend, please call 
Brad soon so that he can arrange to get 

the tickets under our new Symphoria 
buy one get one free discount available 
to all Syracuse Rotarians. BTW, the 
Code for Symphoria fans is RO1718, so 
file that away for future use.

We greeted our perennial visitor Ber-
nie Bregman who with his wife, Ona, 
recently celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary. No birthdays today, so we 
launched into our Rotarian of the Day 
segment who was none other than 
Charlie Beach. Charlie said that he 
and Brad Strait have been friends since 
1954 and that his recent membership 
in Rotary was definitely influenced by 

This Week: 100 Clubs for 100 Years
Prosthetic Hands for 100 Children in the Spirit of Rotary

Dayaprasad Kulkarni  |  Rotary Club of 
Syracuse

We are Commemorating 100 years of 
the Rotary Foundation and 105 years of 
Rotary Club of Syracuse (Club No. 42) 

The momentous occasion at this 
unique point in time to support a Hu-
manitarian project by leveraging the 
collective contribution of a 100 clubs 
and build fellowship.

The objectives are to showcase the 
legacy of Rotary Foundation and build 
a strong network with sister clubs in the 
region; To emulate the vision of Arch 
Klumph and live up to his statement, 
“We should not live for ourselves alone, 
but for the joy in doing good for oth-
ers”; Commit to raise a minimum of 
$100 from 100 Rotary Clubs to provide 

3-D printed prosthetic hands to 100 
children in Africa and India; Commit 
to provide health education, nutrition 
and comprehensive school health pro-
gram to 100 children in remote north-
east India.

The following is a note from the IPP 
of Rotary Club of Bangalore who will 
be visiting Syracuse Rotary:

We are (RC Bangalore) 84 years old 
this year with 251 members, all Paul 
Harris Fellows in District 3190. We 
have had seventeen District Governors 
from our club and a Past Internation-
al Director, Dr. Panduranga Setty. We 
also have one member who is an Arch 
Clump  Society member, followed  by 
31 major donors.
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A Look Ahead
OCTOBER 13

11:00 am 
RCS Board of Directors 

October Meeting 

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
A Double-Header 

Ben Walsh and 
Dr. Daya 100 for 100

OCTOBER 20
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
October Trustee Meeting 

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Greg Tripoli of OHA 

"1917"

OCTOBER 27
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
InterFaith Works 

Refugee Resettlement

NOVEMBER 3
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
October Meeting 

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Marcellus Rotary 

Work Camp Project

see BANGALORE. page 2  >>
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his long time affection for Brad, 
along with his awareness of Ro-
tary’s significant work with po-
lio which Charlie suffered when 
he was young. Born in Syracuse, 
Charlie attended Nottingham 
School, graduated from SU and 
after putting Dean Faigle to sleep 
(you’ll have to ask Charlie about 
that one) was prompted to go to 
SU grad school. Following SU he 
worked initially for the Phillips 
Corporation, famous for its in-
tegrated circuit designs. He later 
formed his own distributor busi-
ness in Rochester/Syracuse where 
he put his Phillips experience to 
very good use by, for example, be-
ing involved in the development of 
Kodak’s famous Instamatic cam-
era. A 27 year SU trustee, Charlie 
has also been heavily involved in 
the  local volunteer sector includ-
ing Vera House, Red Cross, Elm-
crest and InterFaith Works. 

Charlie completed his story 
by relating a wonderful remem-
brance of his father, one of the 
first aviation pilots during WW 
1. Seems when flying in Italy he 
saved Fiorello LaGuardia’s life. 
Later the very popular Mayor of 
New York and namesake of the 
Broadway musical, Fiorello, in-
vited Charlie’s father to NYC to 
see the play. Initially reluctant to 
intrude on fame, Fiorello solved 
the problem by sending a car to 
Syracuse to pick up Charlie’s fa-
ther and take him to NYC where 
on stage Fiorello thanked him for 
saving his life. What a great story!

On the 50/50, Charlie B. won 
the right to draw for the Red 
Queen, but missed leaving the 
$5 to prospective member, Ki Ki 
White. Lots of happy dollars to-
day including one from PP Volker 
who is always happy where music 
is concerned and another from 

Mary Lou, happy to get a good 
health report.

PP Denny introduced our 
speaker, Catherine Underhill, 
Managing Director of Sympho-
ria, making her return appearance 
before Syracuse Rotary. Catherine 
grew up in Syracuse and like Char-
lie Beach attended Nottingham 
where she and her family were 
neighbors to SU’s Harvey Kaiser 
and...none other than Charlie and 
family. Tis a small world. Immedi-
ately prior to coming to Syracuse, 
Catherine served as Executive 
Director of the Colorado Mu-
sic Festival in Boulder, CO. She 
traced Symphoria’s rising in 2012 
from the ashes of the old Syracuse 
Symphony to its present status as 
an increasingly successful resident 
professional orchestra featuring a 
musician involved business model 
which is only one of 2 in the coun-
try. She gave a special shout out to 
M&T for its cooperation in saving 
many of the instruments owned 
by the old symphony and to SU 
for allowing use of its vast music 
library. Catherine told us that the 
goals of Symphoria are to enhance 
its sustainability, collaborate with 
community partners and provide 
innovative accessible music perfor-
mances. This past year Symphoria 
boasted about 100 concerts reach-
ing more than 100,000 people 
in the region with a $2.2 million 
budget, up from $500,00 the first 
year. Among the challenges: Ex-
pand the audience and the board, 
increase revenue, manage expens-
es, build capacity, stay innovative 
and increase the musicians’ com-
pensation which Catherine said 
was about 25% of what they were 
being paid under the old sympho-
ny. All in all, a great report card, 
and if you haven’t yet, try Sympho-
ria. It’s a wonderful community re-
source.  z

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAY
MICHAEL "MIKE" 
MATTSON
Birthday: October 10
Joined: July 2016
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Our club is renown in the district for its fel-
lowship initiatives that form the bond among 
us and community projects that are meaningful 
and impactful in the society. The club operates 
thru a charitable trust and is administered thru 
18 committees under various avenues of service 
as well as Club service .

Our canvas of socially relevant projects is 
huge and to name a few:

• Rotary TTK blood bank which is among 
the best blood banks in the country ( 60000 
units last year )

• Rotary Bangalore Vidyalaya: our own 
school for 505 students of weaker sections 

• Manmohan Atthavar Hospital: free med-
ical consultations for about 800 patients a 
month   

• Raja Rajeswari Hospital: highly subsidised 
Dialysis is provided by 15 machines (7000 
dialysis last year)

• 39 Primary schools constructed and handed 
over to the government impacting around 
6000 kids 

In a  special  TEACH project in 16-17 we 
created 106 Happy Schools with 6 parame-
ters costing over GBP 420,000, and  impact-
ing 17,000 poor children directly all within one 
year. 

We have received accolades from all over the 
world and also the Significant Project Award 
from RI this year.

A team of four of us are inspired to visit Ro-
tary clubs around London, New  York, the San 
Francisco Bay area, and  Los Angelos. We are 
thrilled to visit your Club this Friday at your 
meeting and spend some time with your mem-
bers and understand Rotary better. We com-
pletely believe that service thru fellowship is the 
way ahead.   z

Bangalore Rotarians in Syracuse <<  from pg. 1

Learning something interesting about our own     <<  from pg.  1
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Rotary and Habitat for Humanity
Organization joins list of Rotary service partners

rotary.org

EVANSTON, IL, October 2 ~ More than 1 billion people around the 
world live in inadequate housing according to the United Nations Centre 
for Human Settlements. Through a partnership between Rotary and Hab-
itat for Humanity, more will have access to safe and affordable housing 
across the globe.

The partnership will facilitate collaboration between local Rotary clubs 
and local Habitat for Humanity organizations, enabling Habitat to extend 
their volunteer pool by tapping into Rotary’s 1.2 million members in 200 
countries and regions.

“Habitat’s aim to bring people together to build homes, communities and 
hope aligns perfectly with Rotary’s commitment to make positive, lasting 
change in communities around the world,” said Rotary General Secretary 
John Hewko. “With Habitat’s expertise and the power of Rotary’s volun-
teer network, we will help build the foundation for stronger communities.

“The values of our organizations are so closely aligned, and the desire to 
help others runs deep for both groups. That makes us such a perfect match,” 
said Habitat for Humanity International CEO Jonathan T.M. Reckford. 
“So many Rotarians have worked alongside Habitat and the knowledge, 
experiences and connections that are so strong in local Rotary clubs will 
make them valuable Habitat partners in many communities worldwide.”

Rotary members develop and implement sustainable projects that fight 
disease, promote peace, provide clean water, support education, save moth-
ers and children and grow local economies. These projects are supported by 
more than $200 million awarded through Rotary’s grants programs.

Habitat for Humanity joins a list of Rotary service partners including, 
the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness, Peace Corps, 
Dollywood Foundation, the Global FoodBanking Network and Youth Ser-
vice America (YSA).

Driven by the vision that everyone needs a decent place to live, Hab-
itat for Humanity began in 1976 as a grassroots effort on a community 
farm in southern Georgia. The Christian housing organization has since 
grown to become a leading global nonprofit working in more than 1,300 
communities throughout the U.S. and in more than 70 countries. Families 
and individuals in need of a hand up partner with Habitat for Humanity 
to build or improve a place they can call home. Habitat homeowners help 
build their own homes alongside volunteers and pay an affordable mort-
gage. Through financial support, volunteering or adding a voice to support 
affordable housing, everyone can help families achieve the strength, stabil-
ity and self-reliance they need to build better lives for themselves. Through 
shelter, we empower. To learn more, visit habitat.org.   z
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FRIDAY  |  OCTOBER 13
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
OCTOBER  MEETING  |  11:10AM  |  DRUMLINS46 The number of 

cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 

drawing for Oct 13.

Constitutional 
Convention Ballot 
Question
Televised Town Hall audience
Susan Arbetter  |  Capitol Pressroom  |  WCNY

I am trying to round-up an in-studio 
audience for a televised town hall on the 
Constitutional Convention question.   

The program will take place at the stu-
dios of WCNY in Syracuse (415 W. Fay-
ette Street, Syracuse) on Thursday 10/19 
between 2pm – 4pm.   

We have a great panel of experts: For-
mer Assemblyman Richard Brodsky versus 
NYCLU’s Donna Lieberman & Dr. Peter 
Galie versus John O’Malley of CWA. 

If you know of anyone who is undecid-
ed on the Con-Con question, please have 
them sign up here: www.wcny.org/radio/
capitolpressroom, scroll half way down the 
page on your left and click on the yellow 
JOIN THE LIVE CONNECT NY RE-
CORDING button.   

Fill out the sheet, and someone will get 
back to you on Monday. Thank you for your 
help on this.  We are hoping for an audi-
ence of about 100 people.  z

Susan Arbetter is the host of The Capitol Press-
room and is the Director of Public Affairs at 
WCNY’s Capitol Bureau. Correspond to: c/o LCA 
Pressroom, State Capitol, P.O. Box 7269, Albany, 
NY 12224. Phone: 518-449-2672.

WORLS POLIO 
DAY OCTOBER 24
You can watch the event live at 2:30PM, 
Seattle time for an update on our global 
campaign to eradicate polio. A recording 
of the livestream will be available later at 
https://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day

https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-partners-habitat-humanity
http://habitat.org
http://www.wcny.org/radio/capitolpressroom
http://www.wcny.org/radio/capitolpressroom
https://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day
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