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This Week: Symphoria! - Building Community
Managing Director Catherine Underhill Returns to RCS

Program Committee

Symphoria is a 501c3 
nonprofit formed in late 
2012 as a musician-led 
cooperative orchestra, 
one of only two in the 
United States. This busi-
ness model is designed 
to be artistically excel-
lent, administratively 
lean, and financially 
resilient. The orchestra 
presents more than 50 
concerts and reaches 100,000 people 
annually in venues ranging from librar-
ies and health care facilities to pub-
lic parks, churches, museums, and our 
home venue, the Crouse-Hinds Theater 
at the Civic Center.

Symphoria is composed of a diverse 
group of talented musicians hailing 
from all across the globe, bringing with 
them a breadth of musical talent that 
extends far beyond the Syracuse com-
munity.

Syracuse Rotary, through its Foun-
dation, awarded Symphoria a $2500 
grant in the 2014-15 Rotary year. and 
they have applied for funding again this 
Rotary year.

Catherine Underhill is a Syracuse na-
tive who returned to the area in 2013 to 
assume the Managing Director position 
with Symphoria, Central New York’s 
professional orchestra.  Previously, she 
served more than a decade as Executive 
Director of the Colorado Music Festi-
val, a six-week mostly classical summer 
music festival based in Boulder, Colora-

do.  During her tenure, 
she successfully man-
aged the merger of the 
summer festival with a 
year-round community 
music school, creating 
a unique and successful 
business model.  

Catherine brings 
more than 25 years of 
experience in leader-
ship positions in a wide 
range of arts organiza-
tions to Symphoria, in-

cluding several years as Executive Di-
rector of The Dairy Center for the Arts, 
in Boulder, a unique multi-disciplinary 
arts center developed in an abandoned 
dairy warehouse and processing plant 
and now home to 14 arts organiza-
tions; Deputy Director of the South-
ern Arts Federation (now SouthArts), 
in Atlanta, a regional arts organization 
connecting nine state arts councils and 
the National Endowment for the Arts 
; and Director of the Arts, Tourism & 
Cultural Resources Program at the Na-
tional Conference of State Legislatures, 
in Denver.  She also served as a Fellow 
in the States Program of the National 
Endowment for the Arts, and provid-
ed training and facilitation services to 
many arts organizations throughout 
Colorado during more than a decade 
as a consultant with the Colorado Arts 
Council.   Catherine holds a BA and 
MA in Art History, and an MA in 
Public Administration from Harvard’s 
Kennedy School of Government.  z
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A Look Ahead
OCTOBER 6

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Catherine Underhill of 

Symphoria!

OCTOBER 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
October Meeting 

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
A Double-Header 

Ben Walsh and 
Dr. Daya 100 for 100

OCTOBER 20
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
October Trustee Meeting 

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Open Date

OCTOBER 27
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
InterFaith Works 

Refugee Resettlement

NOVEMBER 3
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
October Meeting 

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Symphoria's Catherine Underhill
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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of September 21
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

September 21 ~Newly goateed PP 
Jim Morrow presided on a gorgeous 
late summer day. As usual, we pledged, 
sang You’re a Grand Old Flag (almost 
in unison) and listened to PP Bob Sher-
burne’s inspirational invocation. Jim 
reminded us that on this day in 1970 
Monday Night Football premiered and 
is still entertaining many of us football 
fans. He then invited to the podium 
football fan, aeronautical engineering 
guru and relatively new SRC member, 
John Lagraff, to tell us a little bit about 
himself, which is considerable. John re-
called that on the 50th anniversary of 
flight in 1953, while still a student, he 
did a paper on aeronautical engineering 
and proceeded to spend a life time in 
that arena, having taught the subject 
at SU for 38 years and then, retiring 
in 2008, enjoyed a number of visiting 
prof stints around the world sharing his 
knowledge and enthusiasm for flight.

PP Denny introduced his guest, Jai 
Subedi, Housing Director at InterFaith 
Works and area entrepreneur. On the 
50/50, Ray Leach won the right to draw 
for the Queen, but decided to take the 
sure $5 instead, leaving the pot to grow 
for next week. Again, lots of happy dol-
lars including one from Ginny, happy 

to have her friend Jai with us and an-
other from Principal Pat, celebrating his 
wife’s multi decade birthday.

Outgoing Program Chair, Al Kosoff 
(who not so incidentally has done a 
terrific job this year) introduced envi-
ronmental engineer and volunteer for 
republicEn, Kyle Thomas, to introduce 
our speaker, former South Carolina 
Congressman, Bob Englis, who pres-
ently serves as the ED of republicEn, 
a  national non profit encouraging con-
servatives to buy into climate change. 
Bob told us he served in Congress in 
the early 2000s until the Tea Party did 
not invite him to the party for renomi-
nation on account of his support for the 
reality of climate change. Acknowledg-
ing that he is a pretty conservative guy, 
nonetheless he has come to passionately 
believe in climate change or shift, as he 
puts it, and decided to devote himself 
to trying to convince his fellow con-
servatives of the importance of under-
standing and recognizing that climate 
change is a reality and that each of us 
has an obligation to do his or her part 
to keep our planet from unduly warm-
ing. Bob was brought to his position of 
support by his son and other members 
of his family, by his exposure to the sci-
ence of climate change when he served 

on the House’s Antarctica Committee 
and by what he calls a “spiritual awak-
ening” on a study trip where he became 
even more aware of the importance of 
conserving energy. RepublicEn’s basic 
approach has been to propose a revenue 
neutral, border adjusting carbon tax to 
induce innovation in energy conserva-
tion in order to lower our carbon foot-
print. Bob is presently on a country wide 
tour to promote his ideas, especially to 
his fellow conservatives, many of whom 
whom have resisted the idea of climate 
change. Good, informative program. 
Let’s hope we can achieve some kind of 
bipartisanship solution to the problem 
of climate change which Bob tells us 
over 90% of the knowledgable scientists 
believe is a real and present danger to 
our world.  z

Executive Director of republicEN, Bob Englis.

Symphoria! Performances Offered at Discount to Rotarians
The Editor, Syracuse Rotary Press  |  C. Underhill, Symphoria!

Catherine Underhill, Managing Director at Symphoria, 
has created a group sale discount exclusively for Rotarians. 

Unlike a traditional group sale, in which someone has to 
organize the group (read: Brad Strait), collect funds (read: 
Brad Strait), and purchase the tickets, often with the money 
from their own pocket (read: Brad Strait), Syphoria's dis-
count code option is much easier to implement. It allows 
greater flexibility for those who opt to take advantage and al-
leviates some of the burden placed on event organizers (read: 
Brad Strait).

The group sale discount will be available to Rotarians via a 
discount code used at the time of ticket purchase. 

It's a pretty simple process: Once the Rotary-specific code 
is available, members can enter the code when purchasing 
their tickets online, or mention it when purchasing through 
Symphoria's box office. The code applies to any concert(s) of 
the 2017-18 season, so members can choose what appeals to 
them individually. 

All Rotary needs to do is let their members know about 
the code and how to use it. The rest is up to the member-
ship. Symphoria will rely on Rotary's marketing and com-
munications team to help get the word out to the members. 
Stay tuned for Friday's presentation from Catherine as she 
will be elaborating on the discount offer as well as divulging 
the code, itself.  z
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cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 

drawing for Oct 6.

Former ADG of District 7150, Richard Silverman, Dies
Past-President of the Eastwood Rotary Club served as Assistant Governor

syracuse.com

Richard E. Silverman, 76, of Fayette-
ville, NY passed away at his residence 
on Sunday, October 1, 2017. Richard 
was born in Ottawa, Canada and re-
sided in the Syracuse area for over 50 
years.

Richard, a CPA, maintained a pri-
vate practice in DeWitt until his recent 
retirement in 2017. He was a graduate 
of Utica College and a member of Temple Concord. Rich-
ard was very active in his local community where he was on 
the Fayetteville Zoning Board, on the Board of the Fayette-

ville Free Library, past president of his college fraternity, past 
president of the National Association of Accountants, local 
chapter, and past president of the Eastwood Rotary Club.

A big part of Richard's life for the last number of years was 
being very involved in the Eastwood Rotary Club, where he 
was very passionate about the organization's many charitable 
projects.

Survived by his wife Patricia, of 51 years; daughters, Leslie 
(Michael) Murphy and Shelly (Derek) Guiley; 4 grandchil-
dren, Hannah and Maille Murphy, and Zach and Xander 
Guiley; and brother, James (Vincenza) Silverman.

Contributions may be made to the Eastwood Rotary 
Foundation, PO Box 172, Eastwood, NY 13206.  z

Voters Being Asked to Change New York Constitution
syracuse.com 

Should NY hold a constitutional con-
vention? On Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 
7, voters will be asked whether New York 
state should hold a constitutional conven-
tion. The state constitution requires that 
every 20 years this question be posed to 
voters. Should a majority of voters say 
“yes,” a long process begins. Here’s how it 
works.

A special convention: The last New 
York constitutional convention, or as those 
in politics call it, con-con, was in 1967. It 
wasn’t at the 20-year mark but was called 
as a special convention to deal with some 
pressing issues, like redrawing legisla-
tive districts based on population and an 
attempt by Democrats in control of the 
Assembly to solidify their hold in the con-
stitution.

Since then, the public has voted against 
holding one.

Voters elect delegates: The state con-
stitution governs con-con — it states that 

at the next general election following the 
con-con vote, three delegates from each 
state Senate district will be elected, as 
well as 15 at-large delegates statewide, for 
a total of 204 delegates. In this case, the 
delegate election would be in 2018. The 
state Legislature may set the rules for the 
delegate election, but if they decide not to, 
then elections occur just like any other: on 
party lines, delegates must collect petition 
signatures, run campaigns, etc.

If voters do decide they want a constitu-
tional convention, then delegates are elect-
ed the following year.

Powerful people may remain in charge: 
There is nothing stopping politicians from 
being elected as a delegates. While a small 
number of delegates to the 1967 con-con 
were sitting state lawmakers, (fewer than 
10 percent) a good number were former 
elected officials, judges and people in-
volved in politics. The speaker of state As-
sembly was president of con-con, and the 
majority leader of Senate Republicans was 

the minority leader of con-con. Demo-
crats held a majority of the seats.

This, opponents of a convention argue, 
is exactly what shouldn’t happen: people 
in power controlling the convention. This 
would prevent things like ethics reform 
and term limits from getting passed.

Much like state legislature: The con-
vention would run much like the state leg-
islative session: It would be held in Alba-
ny, probably a few days a week. Delegates 
would be paid the same as state lawmakers, 
$79,500, along with a travel stipend, just 
like state lawmakers get. It would convene 
the April following the delegate election 
the previous November (in this case, April 
2019). It would last as long as it takes for 
the delegates to decide their proposals.

Opponents of a convention argue that 
the logistics of being a delegate would 
limit it to people in elected office or in po-
sitions to take a leave of absence. Regular 
people who have jobs outside of Albany 
wouldn’t be able to make it work.  z

http://obits.syracuse.com/obituaries/syracuse/obituary.aspx?n=richard-e-silverman&pid=186827673&fhid=10084
http://www.syracuse.com/politics/index.ssf/2017/09/voters_being_asked_to_change_ny_constitution_--_why_it_matters_to_you.html
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