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This Week: New York State Troopers
The New York State Police turned One-Hundred in 2017

Program Committee  |  NYS Police

Since the first 232 men rode out of 
the New York State Fair on horseback 
to begin patrolling New York's rural ar-
eas, Troopers have been there to fulfill 
the law enforcement needs of the peo-
ple of New York State with the highest 
degree of fairness, professionalism, and 
integrity.

In 1913, Sam Howell, a construction 
foreman, was shot seven times by four 
different men who were attempting to 
take a payroll sack which Howell was 
delivering to his construction staff.  
Howell was overseeing the building of 
a rural estate for Miss Moyca Newell in 
Bedford, Westchester County. The four 
men who attacked Howell were a group 
of Italian immigrant workers who he 
recently released from Miss Newell's 
project, due to poor work performance.  
Before he died, he was able to identify 
his attackers, but local law enforcement 
were unable to catch all the suspects.  
Miss Newell was outraged at the escape 
of the killers, and with the assistance of 
her friend, Miss Katherine Mayo, they 

started the campaign to establish a state 
force that would provide police protec-
tion to rural areas in New York.

The Wells-Mills Bill, which appro-
priated $500,000 to establish a De-
partment of State Police, was passed 
by one vote in the Senate on March 20, 
1917. It had an easier time in the As-
sembly, where it was passed by a vote of 
81 to 60. On April 11, 1917, Governor 
Whitman signed the Bill into law un-
der Chapter 161 of the Laws of 1917.  
The basic role of the State Police as es-
tablished in the original law is essen-
tially unchanged to this day: "It shall be 
the duty of the State Police to prevent 
and detect crime and apprehend crim-
inals. They shall also be subject to the 
call of the Governor and empowered to 
cooperate with any other Department 
of the State or with local authorities."

Governor Charles S. Whitman ap-
pointed Major George Fletcher Chan-
dler on April 30, 1917 as the first Su-
perintendent of the Department of 
State Police. A surgeon and soldier, 
with no previous police training or 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE • CLUB #42 • ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 7150 • CHARTERED 1912 • FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2017

see HISTORY page 2 >>

A Look Ahead
SEPTEMBER 15

11:00 am 
RCS Foundation Trustee 

September Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Ted Palmer: 

NYS Troopers’ Centennial

SEPTEMBER 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Robert Inglis

SEPTEMBER 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Open

OCTOBER 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Catherine Underhill of 

Symphoria!

OCTOBER 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
October Meeting 

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Open



Page - 2

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2017

History of New York State Police filled with reasons to celebrate 100 years                              <<  from pg.  1

experience, Chandler was responsible for everything from 
devising candidate selection methods and screening candi-
dates (he conducted the physical examinations personally), 
to finding facilities, designing the uniforms, writing proce-
dures and buying horses. He even coined the name by which 
Members of the Department came to be known, New York 
State Troopers.

Attica Prison Rebellion
On September 9, 1971, 2,200 inmates at Attica Correc-

tional Facility rebelled over living conditions and demands 
for political rights. The inmates gained control of a portion 
of the prison, taking 42 staff members hostage. A four day 
period of negotiations took place in which the authorities 
agreed to a total of 28 demands made by the inmates, but 
the parties were unable to resolve the issues of amnesty from 
criminal prosecution for the takeover and the removal of 
the facility’s Superintendent. Governor Nelson Rockefeller 
ordered the State Police to take back control of the facility, 
which was accomplished on September 13, 1971.  In all, 43 
people lost their lives in the uprising, including 11 Correc-
tions Officers.

Seat Belt Law Begins
In 1984, New York becomes the first State to enact Seat 

Belt Legislation under the support of Governor Mario Cuo-
mo. Troopers spend the month of December 
giving warnings to motorist who are not wearing 
seatbelts and then begin issuing traffic tickets in 
January of 1985 in an effort to reduce the num-
ber of deaths and disabilities attributed to motor 
vehicle accidents. Troopers also initiated a pub-
lic education effort which produced brochures, 
TV ads, and posters. In addition, many Troopers 
conducted public appearances to discuss the new 
law.

Motorcycle Unit Returns
In 1997, thirty years after Uniform Troopers 

stopped enforcing traffic laws on the highways 
of New York Superintendent McMhaon rees-
tablished a motorcycle unit within the New York State Police. 
An eleven Member detail was sent to train with the Massa-
chusetts State Police and Harley Davidson Motorcycles were 
purchased for Troopers to ride. Today, the Unit remains ex-
tremely active, being made available for parades, ceremonies, 
funerals, escorts, crowd control and traffic details.

Manhunt for Escaped Clinton Correctional Inmates
In June 2015, The State Police becomes the lead agency in a 

massive law enforcement manhunt for two escaped prisoners 
of Clinton Correctional Facility in Dannemora. Two prison-
ers, Richard Matt and David Sweat, both serving time for 

murder, used power tools to cut through concrete walls and 
steel piping allowing them access to under ground tunnels. 

During the early morning hours of June 6, 2015, they fol-
lowed the tunnels under the exterior walls of the prison and 
to the street outside. More than 1,500 law enforcement offi-
cers are used for the manhunt and law enforcement followed 
up on over 2,500 leads in an extremely rural and heavily for-

ested area just south of the 
Canadian Border.

On June 26th, police re-
ceive reports of shots fired 
near Route 30 and a driv-
er of an RV advised police 
that his camper had a bullet 
hole in the side of it. There 
is a sighting of a man in the 
woods and a U.S. Customs 
Tactical Team confronts 
Richard Matt. A shootout 
ensues and Matt is killed 
by members of the tactical 
team. 

Two days later, a Sergeant with the State Police observes 
a man walking in a field close to the Canadian Border. The 
Sgt. identifies the man as David Sweat and attempts to stop 
him when the prisoner flees towards the woods. The Sergeant 
shoots Sweat in the torso and takes him into custody, ending 
the manhunt.

Mounted Troopers
Just in time for the 100th anniversary of the NYS Troopers' 

establishment, a Uniform Detail of Troopers was trained to 
reestablish The State Police Mounted Detail.  Members of 
the Detail made appearances at Centennial events in 2017.  z

June 10, 1939: Troopers provide an escort for the King and Queen of England when they 
visit with President and Mrs. Roosevelt at their home in Hyde Park, Dutchess County.  
Sergeant R.V. Annett is seen calling roll as the detail of Troopers await inspection by 
Captain Gaffney and Lieutenant Reilly at SP Hawthorne.

Attica Correctional Facility Rebellion, 1971
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NYS Police Traffic Safety
What's your hurry, Mister Motorist?

New York State Police

One of the State Police's highest priorities is to ensure 
the safety of all those who use New York's highways. As 
they see it, their job is to make the state's roadways safer 
by reducing injuries, property damage, and the loss of life 
caused by motor vehicle crashes.

Special attention is directed at state, interstate and other 
controlled access highways for which the State Police has 
primary responsibility, and dedicated patrols. Troopers on 
patrol enforce the Vehicle & Traffic Law, investigate motor 
vehicle crashes, assist disabled motorists, and provide many 
other professional services.

This commitment is supported by an aggressive traffic 
safety program that works to save lives, reduce injuries, and 
save state residents millions of dollars otherwise expended 
as a result of highway crashes.

The NYSP ensures New York's highways are safe and 
that traffic flows efficiently by employing activities such as: 
Sobriety checkpoints; 
DWI, underage drink-
ing, and speed satura-
tion patrols; Dedicat-
ed interstate patrols; 
Commercial vehicle 
inspections and check-
points; Preemptive 
checks of establish-
ments dispensing alco-
holic beverages; Col-
lision Reconstruction 
Unit Experts

Each year, the Traffic Services Section develops a com-
prehensive Traffic Safety Plan focusing on enforcement 
and education. The activities included in the plan address 
the three primary causes of highway fatalities - excessive 
speed, driving while intoxicated (DWI), and failure to use 
seat belts or child safety restraints. The plan also provides 
for the specialized training and equipment given to troop-
ers to carry out these efforts.

Troopers play a prominent role in reducing highway fa-
tality rates in New York State and issue over 900,000 tickets 
each year. Statistics show that troopers, while comprising 
less than 6% of New York's total law enforcement person-
nel, make about 30% of all DWI arrests in New York State, 
issue 47% of all citations for occupant restraints and 55% of 
all speeding tickets.  z

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAY
ROBERT "BOB" PICKETT
Birthday: September 12
Joined: February 1987
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50 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 
September 15.

1956: New York State Police institute radar for 
speed enforcement for the first time in 1956. The 
initial use was on the New York State Thruway.

Frequent Syracuse Rotary 
Visitor Celebrates 60 Years
syracuse.com

Bernard B. and 
Ona Cohn Bregman 
of DeWitt will cele-
brate their 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary on 
September 15, 2017. 
Bernard is a market-
ing professional and 
Ona is a social work-
er. They were married 
September 15, 1957 in 
Albany, NY. They will 
celebrate with family 
on a cruise in October, 
2017.

Their children include: Mark Bregman, Manlius and 
Randi Bregman, Fayetteville; they have 3 grandchildren, 
Brook Bregman, Sonja and Carl Gottbrecht; and 2 great-
grandchildren, Sorin and Bryce Johns.

Bernie, who you may recognize from a billboard or two, 
retired from The Syracuse Business Journal and is a fre-
quent visitor to Syracuse Rotary's luncheons. Contratula-
tions Bernie and Ona!  z

Bernie "Always-be-Closing" Bregman visits 
Syracuse Rotary frequently
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