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This Week: Elder Abuse Education & Outreach
Project Coordinator, Abuse in Later Life Grant, Jenny Ackley

Program Committee

On January 1, 2005, two agencies 
with similar missions, Rape Crisis Cen-
ter & Vera House became one, merging 
their programs and staff in order to pro-
vide the same quality services "together 
for hope and healing". The merged Vera 
House, Inc. continues a 40-year tradi-
tion of quality service to the Central 
New York community. 

Rape Crisis Center was founded in 
1974 by committed volunteers who saw 
the need for crisis, support and advoca-
cy services for adult rape survivors. This 
mission grew over the years to include 
services for child victims of sexual as-
sault and their families, preventive ed-
ucation programming and a team of 
nurses who provide 24-hour response 
for victims of sexual assault.

Vera House was founded in 1977 by 
a group of concerned individuals led by 
Sister Mary Vera, CSJ who recognized 
the need for emergency sheltering ser-
vices for women in crisis. This original 
mission blossomed into a wide range 
of domestic violence services includ-
ing outreach and advocacy, domestic 
violence education programming, chil-

dren's counseling, the Syra-
cuse Area Domestic and Sex-
ual Violence Coalition and a 
domestic violence education 
and accountability program 
for perpetrators of violence.

Last June, Vera House 
moved into their new home 
at 723 James Street and  Sen-
ator John A. DeFrancisco 

visited the new offices to announce a 
$25,000 grant to support their preven-
tion education programming, a prima-
ry prevention program with the overall 
goal of challenging young people's atti-
tudes about dating and sexual violence. 

Jenny Ackley of Vera House will 
speak to Syracuse Rotary on Friday 
specifically about the Elder Abuse pro-
gram at the agency. Elder abuse is a sig-
nificant public health and human rights 
issue--locally, nationally, and around the 
world.  It comes in many forms--phys-
ical and sexual abuse, mental abuse, ne-
glect and financial exploitation. Nine-
ty percent of the time it comes at the 
hands of an individual's own family. 
It doesn’t discriminate--it affects se-
nior citizens across all socio-economic 
groups, cultures and races.

What is elder abuse, neglect & ex-
ploitation? Abuse is any repeated be-
havior used to control you physically, 
sexually or emotionally; Neglect is a 
caregiver’s refusal to provide for your 
safety, physical, or emotional needs; Ex-
ploitation is stealing money or proper-
ty or using money as a way to maintain 
control.  z
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A Look Ahead
SEPTEMBER 8

11:10 am 
RCS Board of Directors 

September Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Vera House - Elder Abuse: 

Jenny Ackley

1:30 pm 
P&C Committee Meeting

SEPTEMBER 15
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee 
September Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Ted Palmer 

NYS Troopers’ Centennial

SEPTEMBER 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Robert Inglis

SEPTEMBER 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Open
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The Rotary Foundation's Gulf Coast Disaster Relief Fund
How can you contribute? How much actually goes to those affected? 

Rotary International

The Gulf Coast Disaster Relief Fund (DAF) account 
within The Rotary Foundation has been established to 
streamline the flow of contributions from Rotarians looking 
to assist hurricane victims. The fund will be directed by the 
account-advisers listed below in consultation with the affect-
ed districts. 

The account-advisers will work with local Rotary clubs 
and districts, as well as relief agencies, to address the needs 
of people in affected areas. Account-advisers may make 
grant recommendations for projects providing longer-term 
support and recovery (e.g. funding for Rotary Foundation 
Global Grant projects). 

The Gulf Coast Disaster Relief Fund Account-Advi-
sors: Greg Podd, Past Vice President, Rotary International  
Barry Rassin, President-elect, Rotary International.

How can I contribute? Please see the detailed instructions 
in the below. You may contribute via check, credit card, wire 
transfer, or stock transfer. All contributions must go directly 
to the DAF account and be in U.S. dollars. Only U.S. tax 
receipts will be issued. On all contributions, please be sure to 
reference The Gulf Coast Disaster Relief Fund, #608. Mis-
directed contributions to The Rotary Foundation lock-box 

(or a Rotary Association foundation) will benefit the Annual 
Fund—SHARE.

What amount of my contribution will actually go to the 
relief effort?  Nearly 100% of contributions to The Gulf 
Coast Disaster Relief Fund will be granted to IRS-approved 
charitable organizations helping to provide relief and recov-
ery. There is a small fee of 1% which covers the adminis-
trative and investment costs. Additionally, on 1 July of each 
year, 1% of the fair market value of the The Gulf Coast Di-
saster Relief Fund is contributed to The Rotary Foundation’s 
Annual Fund to support the programs of the Foundation. 
Please note that The Gulf Coast Disaster Relief Fund will 
make grants to other charitable organizations that may have 
other costs; however, efforts will be made to provide grants 
to organizations that directly support the needs of individu-
als and communities through the Rotary volunteer structure 
and other aid organizations. Additional fees may apply de-
pending on the method of your contributions.

Will I receive recognition for my contribution? Contri-
butions to TRF DAF accounts are not eligible for Paul Har-
ris or Major Donor recognition.

Where can I learn more about The Rotary Foundation 
Donor Advised Fund and how it works? Please visit www.
rotary.org/daf for more information.

Please note:
• All accepted contributions are irrevoca-

ble assets of The Rotary Foundation.
• Contributions must be made in U.S. 

dollars and cannot be by money order 
or cashier’s check.

• Donors will be issued a U.S. charitable 
tax receipt.

• The Rotary Foundation does not award 
recognition for contributions to this ac-
count; contributions do not earn Foun-
dation Recognition points (toward Paul 
Harris Fellows) or count toward Paul 
Harris Society, Major Donor or Arch 
Klumph society status or district giving 
goals.

• Non-U.S. contributions may be subject 
to additional information to meet U.S. 
guidelines for international fund trans-
fers.

• Contributions sent to The Rotary Foun-
dation lock-box will benefit the Annual 
Fund—SHARE.

• For more information about the Donor 
Advised Fund, please visit www.rotary.
org/daf or contact the Planned Giving 
Team at planned.giving@rotary.org or 
(847) 866-3100.

Gulf Coast Disaster Relief Donor Advised Fund Instructions
By check
Payable to: The Rotary Foundation DAF 
Memo line: Gulf Coast Disaster Relief Fund #608 
Mail to: Rotary DAF, c/o NRS, 12 Gill Street, 
Suite 2600, Woburn, MA, 01801

By credit card
Online at: 
https://www.your-fundaccount.com/rotary/HowToContribute.asp 
Account name: Gulf Coast Disaster Relief Fund 
Account number: 608

By wire transfer
To the account of: Boston Private Bank & Trust Company 
ABA number: 011002343  
For credit to: The Rotary Foundation 
Account number: 943423732  
For Further Credit: TRF DAF  
Account name: Gulf Coast Disaster Relief Fund #608

You must fax a copy of the wire authorization to:  
+1-781-658-2497 to complete the transfer.
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P&C Committee Meeting
Friday 9/8, after Cub Meeting: P&C 

Jim Morrow  |  P&C Chair

The grant applications are accumulating and the P&C 
Committee has its budget for its 2017-18 giving, approved 
by the Syracuse Rotary Foundation Trustees at their Au-
gust meeting. We aren't ready to deliberate, just yet, but it's 
a good time to review our responsibilities, take stock of our 
resources, and plan our next few weeks.

I intend to bring, at least, a glimpse of the 501c3 organi-
zations who have submitted their information for consid-
eration via our P&C website's online application. There are 
a few repeats as well as agencies who have not applied in a 
while.

We will welcome the newly-minted Syracuse Rotarian, 
Adam King, as a member of the Committee and review the 
process for selecting our grant recipients.

I look forward to seeing the P&C Committee after the 
Club meeting, around 1:30. I anticipate 15 to 20 minutes 
should do the trick.  z 

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
VOLKER WEISS
Birthday: September 2
Joined: March 2001
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SCOTT KELSO
Birthday: September 2
Joined: March 2001

51 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing for 
September 8.

An Update from Dr. Daya
One Hundred for One Hundred Project

Dayaprasad Kulkarni  |  Syracuse Rotary

Here are some photos of the 100 for 100 project in TEN 
MORE schools. Doctor@School is spreading and I'm ea-
gerly waiting to come back and see you all when I return on 
October 2nd.  ~ Daya
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