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This Week: The Official 7150 DG Visit
2017-18 District Governor, Phyllis Danks to drop in on #42
RI District 7150

Rotary membership worldwide has 
been stagnant for quite some time, re-
maining around 1.2 million members.  
We could come up with a number of 
reasons why we haven’t been attracting 
new members, and why we are not re-
taining the members we’ve worked so 
hard to bring into our clubs. However, 
instead of making excuses we should 
start by looking at our own clubs and 
asking ourselves, would I join this club 
today? If I answer this with a “no”, then 
I need to ask why and what am I go-
ing to do about it. If we enjoy Rotary 
and want to see it not just survive, but 
thrive, we must address this issue head 
on. Think about it for just one moment. 
Consider what Rotary stands to look 
like ten or twenty years from now if we 
do not get serious about bringing new 
members to our clubs.

Paul Harris wrote, almost 80 years 
ago; “This is a changing world; we must 
be prepared to change with it. The story 
of Rotary will have to be written again 
and again.” I want all of you to follow 
his advice. The traditional way of doing 
things may very well result in strong 
and dynam-
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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of August 4
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

August 4 ~ Our guest speaker today 
was the amazing Dr. Tom Bersani (son 
to long time Syracuse Rotarian, Frank) 
who took us on a fascinating trip to 
Honduras where Dr.Tom and many of 
his medical colleagues have been volun-
teering their services for more than 20 
years--very, very impressive.

But more on that later, as Prez Marylin 
called us to order on a warm mid-sum-
mer day to recite the pledge, sing a pa-
triotic song (God Bless America as only 

Brad knows how to sing it) and listen 
to PP Jim Glad’s thoughtful invocation. 
Brad was soon on his feet again to relate 
a Ray Leach inspired story about some 
of our leaders in 1923 who didn’t fare 
too well, while legendary golfer Gene 
Sarazen took all the PGA marbles that 
year. The lesson learned: Forget work, 
play golf ! Butch added a little known 
fact that Sarazen played at the opening 
event at the Robert Trent Jones de-
signed Green Lakes Golf Course back 
in 1936 and then again in 1940.

see THOUSANDS page 3 >>

A Look Ahead
AUGUST 11

11:00 am 
RCS Board of Directors 

August Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
District 7150 Governor Visit 
DG 2017-2018 Phyllis Danks

AUGUST 18
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
August Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Foster Care 

Ian Richardson

AUGUST 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Rear Admiral Charles W. Rock

SEPTEMBER 1
NO ROTARY ACTIVITY 
LABOR DAY WEEKEND

SEPTEMBER 8
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
September Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Vera House - Elder Abuse: 

Jenny Ackley

see DANKS page 2 >>

District 7150 Governor Phyllis Danks (left) is
pictured above with 2017-18 RI President Ian 
Riseley and spouse Juliet.
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2018 
April 27-29, 2018 | Radisson Hotel, Corning NY 

www.rotary7150.org
COME TO 

CORNING!
DOWNLOAD A REGISTRATION FORM AT 

www.rotary7150.org 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION

Just a short drive away in Toronto, this is your 
best opportunity to experience a once-in-a-

lifetime event like an international convention. 
Register now to get the best price!

CLICK HERE 
TO 

REGISTER & 
BOOK 

HOTELS 
ONLINE

http://
www.riconve
ntion.org/enhttp://rotary7150.org/event/one-rotary-summit-

JUNE 23-27, 2018

BOOK BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE
With a couple dozen hotels on the list 

for the convention and almost half 
already sold out, YOU CANNOT WAIT TO 

BOOK YOUR STAY! 

REGISTER & BOOK YOUR 
HOTEL ON THE SAME SITE  

DON'T DELAY!

ROTARY LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Learn more about Rotary and about being an effective leader of volunteers with this 
program that uses a fun and interactive approach to learning. Perfect for new 
members, regardless of their desire to join club leadership, because it will help them 

understand Rotary better. All Rotarians should plan to attend multiple times, 
either over multiple years or in multiple districts, in order to complete 

all three levels and graduate from the program.

Saturday, Sept 30th 
Vernon-Verona-Sherrill 


High School
7:30am-3:30pm 
Meals Provided 

REGISTRATION REQUIREDREGISTER AT WWW.RLINEA.ORG
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Tech-4-Health & IEEE Boot Camp 2017
Syracuse Rotarian models Entrepreneurship Camp in India

Dr. Dayaprasad Kulharni  |  Syracuse Rotary

The first class of of the boot camp 
was held from July 19-29 in Bangalore, 
India with an intense training, curated 
to give the tools and tactics needed to 
capitalize on social impact challeng-
es and to shape them into a successful 
startup. 

Based on the rigorous Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) Global 
Entrepreneurship Bootcamp 
curriculum, the first-of-its-
kind Bootcamp in India, 
costing $6000, was offered 
for free to motivated partic-
ipants passionate about mak-
ing a difference. 

Thirty finalists were short-
listed from several hundred 
applicants after multiple 
rounds of interviews. The 
Boot Camp was conceptual-
ized and chaired by Syracuse 

Rotarian Dr. Dayaprasad G. Kulkarni, 
founder of AarogyaSeva and Tech-
4Health and co-chaired by Abhishek 
Appaji, alumni and winner of MIT's 
Global Entrepreneurship Bootcamp. 

There were a range of experienced 
faculties from different parts of the 
world, successful startup players, inves-
tors, representatives from Consulates 
and the Income Tax commissioner. 

At the end of 10 days there were 6 
teams presenting very impressive solu-
tions to some of the most pressing 
challenges. 

The winning team came up with an 
app for sign language interpretation. A 
team working on sanitary napkin dis-
posal and generating energy out of it 
got an honourable mention. The other 
challenges included a mobile cancer 
registry, simplifying hospice care, a mo-
bile app for first responders and a real 
time IOT solution for farmers to plan 
crops. 

The Boot Camp was orga-
nized by Tech4Health and 
IEEE Young Profession-
als Bangalore Section, and 
sponsored by Aarogya Seva's 
Make for Seva Fund and 
R10 Entrepreneurship Sup-
port Fund. The prizes were 
sponsored by Rotary Club 
of Bangalore, Rotary Club of 
Syracuse, New York and Aar-
ogyaSeva, Google, IbHubs, 
and India International In-
novation Summit 2017.  zFirst place went to a team who designed a sign language interpretation app.
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ROTARIAN BIRTHDAY
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

FRIDAY  |  AUG 11
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
AUGUST MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

Thousands in Honduras benefit from HELP    <<  from pg.  1

8 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
August 11, 2017.

CHERYL EVANS
Birthday: August 7
Joined: December 2015

We sang to our visiting Rotarians, Tom Taylor and Rick 
Bailer, and welcomed Sally Glad, spouse to Jim, to our week-
ly gathering. We also sang best wishes to our birthdayites, 
Al Kosoff and “Irishman” Tom O’Shea whom we were glad 
to see after an excused absence.  

Marylin called District Rep,Tom Taylor, back to the 
“stage” to bring our attention to the upcoming Rotary Lead-
ership Institute at the Vernon Verona Sherrill High School 
on September 30. Sounds like something we should have 
representation at. Registration is open now at $85 per per-
son.

PP Denny handled the 50/50-Happy Dollar chores to-
day, where Pat Spadafora missed the Red Queen in an 
ever dwindling set of cards (without ever having to leave 
his seat), bequeathing the big 5 to Ray Leach. Even big-
ger jackpot next week, so plan to be on hand to participate. 
A bunch of Happy Dollars today including one from Sara 
Wall-Bollinger (our guest Dr. Tom operated successfully on 
her husband), another from Al Kosoff (just returning from a 
great time with family) and one from Prez Marylin (happy 
to welcome Charlie Beach back to our midst after a stint in 
the hospital).

PP Jim Glad introduced Dr. Tom Bersani who at the out-
set paid tribute to his good friend and colleague, vacation-
ing Dr. Al Falcone, who was hooked into the meeting via 
Skype. Tom proceeded to wow us with his story of a won-
derful humanitarian effort to bring critically needed eye and 
plastic surgery care to thousands of Hondurians over the 
past 21 years. Considered a leader in eye plastic and recon-
structive surgery, Tom joined with noted area ophthalmolo-
gist, Bob Weisenthal, to help found the Honduras Eye and 
Life Program (HELP) in 1986, and they and a host of their 
colleagues have been volunteering their services ever since. 
HELP’s base of operations is located in La Ceiba (popula-
tion,100,000) from which one week a year they offer med-
ical services to the city and its outlying areas. Among their 
diverse volunteers was Grammy-winning violinist, Hilary 
Hahn, who volunteered her substantial musical talents just 
a week before performing for the Pope at the Vatican. Tom 
joked that his primary job that week was to keep Hilary 
from getting sick.... Among their many patients was a for-
mer Honduran soccer star whose eyesight was saved by the 
efforts of the HELP team. Kudos to Dr. Tom and his col-
leagues for an amazing contribution to the world of ser-
vice above self, something that Rotarians worldwide know 
something about.  z

Danks stresses member retention              <<  from pg.  1

FRIDAY  |  AUG 18
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
AUGUST MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

ic Rotary, however, if it doesn’t, then perhaps it is time to be 
doing something different. If club traditions, or club rules, 
are holding us back, we must make the necessary changes 
to move forward. We will not be walking away from tradi-
tion, but instead, we'll be doing exactly what Paul Harris 
intended.

Rotary’s strength is in its members. When our member-
ship is growing, both in size and strength, our clubs are 
more vibrant, we have more to show the world, and we have 
more resources to help Rotary flourish. If you look at what 
we have achieved in the past with 1.2 million members in 
37,000 clubs, just imagine what we could do with 40, 50, or 
60 thousand clubs with two or three million members. We 
would be able to attract more partners, take on more hu-
manitarian service projects, and our abilities and resources 
would have an even greater impact on our communities and 
on the world.

It is important for all District 7150 Rotarians to realize 
that we do not have to work alone when addressing our 
membership goals. The District Leadership is prepared to 
assist with accomplishing our membership goals.

Phyllis is a member of the Marcellus Rotary Club.  z
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What you can dream, you can create. What you can dream, you can be.

Rotary gives our members the ability to make a difference, and provides an 
exclusive beneÞt to our members to follow their passion in helping others.  
Rotary empowers our membership to dream large in addressing needs in local and 
international communities. There is no other organization that has the structure, 
the network and resources that are available to its membership. Individual 
members create our projects – from the global eradication of polio, to a local 
beautiÞcation project, our members determine our action. 
For resources to help with your membership plan, found on the Membership tab 
on our web site, click here: http://rotary7150.org/Page/membership

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH 
BEGINS WITH YOUDG PHYLLIS 

TOURS CLUBS
Many club shave been doing a great job at sharing on social 
media when DG Phyllis makes her ofÞcial visit. From the pics, 
it's clear they are taking advantage of her visit to have a 
special meeting!

NEW PUBLIC IMAGE PROJECT 
#CNYROTARY ROCKS

Join Public Image Coordinator Lizzy Flinn-Brown on a unique project 
to spread kindness in our communities in the name of Rotary. It's 
cheap, simple and very catchy! The basic concept is to decorate small 
rocks with artwork or kind sayings, write our hashtag 
#CNYRotaryRocks on the back, and put them out in public spaces in 
your community for others to Þnd. Hopefully Þnding the rock will 
put a smile on their face, they share about it on social media, we get 
exposure and they relocate the rock for someone else to Þnd. 
After an email to club presidents and secretaries, several clubs are 
already on board. Camillus-Solvay-Geddes, Oneida and 
Baldwinsville are all getting in on the action and reports are coming 
in of rocks being found in downtown Syracuse and at Green Lakes 
Park. 
Could your community use some more cheer? Could your club use 
some more visibility? Join #CNYRotaryRocks! Here's how: 
Step 1: Paint some rocks 
Decorate them with paint, markers, glitter or whatever you'd like. 
Make it weather-proof too. It should be fun, artsy, with messages of 
kindness or joy. 
IMPORTANT: Put the hashtag #CNYRotaryRocks on the back so 
people know how to Þnd us online. If your rock is big enough you 
could write your club info or further instruction to Þnd us on 
Facebook. 
Step 2: Put your rocks out to the community, in public spaces so that 
people can Þnd them without moving anything, climbing or 
otherwise encountering danger. 
Step 3: Follow CNY Rotary Rocks on Facebook and share it with your 
friends so they can join in the fun. The more people know about it, 
the more rocks get created and put out there, the more kindness we 
can spread! Plus, that's where people will post pictures of the rocks 
they Þnd so you can see if someone Þnds yours. 

You can get more information and  
download a how-to at www.rotary7150.org 

Eastwood featured 
this picture in their 
newsletter

DG Phyllis visited 
her home club of 

Marcellus

While visiting 
Onondaga North 
she pinned a PHF

While in Auburn 
she pinned their 

newest member, a 
familiar face, Joan 

MacDonald

https://
www.facebook.com/

CNYRotaryRocks/
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