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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of July 28
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

July 28 ~ We gathered in our normal 
stamping grounds for another Friday 
noon of good fellowship and conviv-
iality. Joining us today as our speaker 
was Joan Royle, the dynamic ED of 
the Westcott Community Center, a 
resource of great importance especially 
for Syracuse’s east side.

Firmly but gently in control, Prez 
Marylin wielded her gavel to bring us 
to order (more or less), recite the pledge, 
sing a patriotic song a la Brad and listen 

(while seated, please note) to PP John 
Lewien’s invocation emphasizing Rota-
ry’s conviviality and community service.

PP Jim Morrow called our attention 
to an August 19 picnic at the Y’s Camp 
Iroquois to which we are invited. He 
also issued a last call for recommenda-
tions for this year’s P&C grant applica-
tions. Marylin gave a shout out to Dave 
deSilva for his gracious help in pro-
ducing our required 990 this year and 
to Kevin Visconti for accepting her call 
to serve as the new Program Chair. She 

This Week: Dr. Thomas Bersani
Eye Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeons of Central New York
Program Committee  |  www.eyeplasticcny.com

Since 1987, Dr. Bersani has concen-
trated his practice exclusively in plastic 
and reconstructive surgery of the eye-
lids, eyebrows, tear ducts, orbit and face. 
A published author of medical research, 
he is involved in on-going research 
projects and has lectured at profession-
al meetings throughout 
the United States. He is 
actively involved in ed-
ucating physicians as an 
associate clinical profes-
sor in the Departments 
of Ophthalmology and 
Otolaryngology at the 
SUNY Upstate Medical 
University.

Dr. Bersani graduat-
ed Phi Beta Kappa and 
Magna Cum Laude from 

St. Lawrence University in Canton, 
NY. He earned his medical degree from 
SUNY Health Science Center and an 
internship at St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Syracuse. He completed his residency 
in Ophthalmology at the University of 
Pennsylvania – Scheie Eye Institute in 
Philadelphia. His post graduate train-

ing included a fellowship 
in Eye Plastic and Orbit-
al Surgery, performed at 
the University of Mich-
igan, W.K. Kellogg Eye 
Center in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan.

Considered a leader 
in eye plastic and re-
constructive surgery and 
certified by the Ameri-
can Board of Ophthal-
mology, Dr. Bersani is a 

see OWORI page 3 >>

A Look Ahead
AUGUST 4

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Dr. Thomas Bersani

AUGUST 11
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
August Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
District 7150 Governor Visit 
DG 2017-2018 Phyllis Danks

AUGUST 18
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
August Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Foster Care 

Ian Richardson

AUGUST 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Rear Admiral Charles W. Rock

see HONDURAN page 2 >>
Dr. Thomas Bersani
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Interactor from Brazil Combats a Deadly Online Game
White Whale designed to promote peace and self-esteem, combat Blue Whale

Ryan Hyland  |  rotary.org

Horrified by stories about an online 
suicide game called Blue Whale, Ga-
briel Kenji of Brazil decided to create 
a game to counter the dangerous online 
trend, and hopefully, save lives. 

The Blue Whale Challenge is a chill-
ing suicide game allegedly run by a so-
cial media group. The game preys on 
vulnerable adolescents and teenagers, 
who are instructed to complete a set 
of challenges over a 50-day period. The 
tasks begin harmlessly but become in-
creasingly more dangerous, including 

self-punishing, and end with the teen-
ager being urged to take their own life. 

Interactor Gabriel Kenji from Brazil 
is combating the deadly "Blue Whale" 
game with "White Whale," a social 
media project that promotes peace and 
self-esteem. 

The game may have originated in 
Russia where more than 130 suicides 
have been allegedly linked to the game. 
The online trend has caused significant 
concern in Western Europe and South 
America, particularly in Brazil, where 
alleged suicide attempts from the game 
have cropped up in at least eight states. 

At least two suicide cases in the U.S. 
have been linked to the online fad. The 
title is said to refer to blue whales that 
beach themselves purposefully to die. 

While no one can prove the existence 
of the game or identify who is behind 
these suicidal challenges, what is clear is 
that young people are ending their lives 
and documenting it on social media. 

So Kenji decided to do something 
about it. He devised a social media 
game that he named White Whale to 
help boost self-esteem, self-worth, and 
peaceful interactions among young 
people. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4, 2017

member of the American Society of 
Ophthalmic Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery (ASOPRS). This organization’s 
members consist of about 500 surgeons 
nationally who have completed an ap-
proved fellowship, passed written and 
oral exams, and defended a thesis in the 
field of oculoplastic surgery. Dr. Bersani 
meets biannually with the organization 
to bring you the latest treatments in the 
field.

With fewer than 700 specialists 
worldwide, according to ASOPRS, the 
field of oculoplastic surgery provides 
expertise blended from the special-
ties of ophthalmology, otolaryngology, 
neurosurgery and plastic surgery. Rec-
ognizing the value and need for ocu-
loplastic care in the region, Dr. Bersani, 
founding partner of Eye Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgeons of Central 
New York and Syracuse Surgery Cen-
ter, and Associate Clinical Professor 
in the Department of Ophthalmology 
and Otolaryngology at SUNY Upstate 
Medical University, has focused his 
practice on the specialty for more than 
two decades.

Dr. Bersani has expanded the prac-
tice’s capabilities with the addition 
of two board-certified and fellow-

ship-trained physician partners — Bry-
ant Carruth, MD, and Robert H. Hill 
III, MD — and an ambulatory surgery 
center. Eye Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgeons complements the care of fel-
low referring physicians to create more 
positive outcomes for patients.

“Over the years, our collaboration 
as partners in the same specialty has 
broadened our ability to better serve 
patients’ oculoplastic needs,” Dr. Ber-
sani says. “Having our office and sur-
gery center all under one roof makes 
it much more convenient and effi-
cient, and it allows us to be a regional, 
full-service oculoplastic center.”

The experts at EPRS complete four 
years of medical school, a four-year res-
idency with three in ophthamology, a 
prestigious two-year fellowship in oc-
uloplastic surgery and are members of 
the American Society of Ophthalmic 
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery.

Members of the EPRS practice have 
been volunteering in Central America 
since 1986. Honduras Eye and Life 
Program (HELP) was founded by Drs. 
Thomas Bersani and Robert Weisenthal 
to support this work. HELP’s base of 
operations is located in La Ceiba (pop-
ulation 100,000) from which they offer 

medical services to the city and its out-
lying areas. Their dedicated volunteers 
have been traveling to Honduras since 
1987. Over time, the team has grown 
to include numerous dedicated eye 
surgeons, nurses, anesthesiologists, oc-
ularists, optometrists and general help-
ers with assorted skills — all of whom 
travel to LaCeiba at their own cost to 
provide surgical and clinical services 
to the indigent population of Hondu-
ras. Each trip involves months of ad-
vance preparation, during which time 
the volunteers secure the supplies and 
medical equipment necessary to pro-
vide care; work with the Red Cross to 
coordinate lodging, transportation, and 
food for the team; and identify families 
throughout the local Honduran com-
munity who will open their homes and 
hearts to volunteers, providing sleeping 
accommodations and food. 

Sight preserving and restoring pro-
cedures such as cataract surgery, corne-
al transplants, pterigium removal, eye 
muscle surgery for strabismus, removal 
of tumors, eyelid reconstructions, tear 
duct repairs, fitting of artificial eyes, 
and even provision of used glasses from 
the International Lions Club recycling 
program are provided.  z

Bersani founded Honduran Eye and Life Program              <<  from pg.  1

see ONLINE page 3 >>
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ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

FRIDAY  |  AUG 11
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
AUGUST MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

Much goes on at WCC's Euclid Ave home    <<  from pg.  1

9 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
August 4, 2017.

ALLEN "AL" KOSOFF
Birthday: July 30
Joined: January 1990

also promoted next June’s RI “Fly Away” which will bring 
many Rotarian aviators to Syracuse to enjoy our inimitable 
hospitality.

We greeted our visitors and sang happy birthday to John 
LaGraff who joined Rotary about a year ago--sort of a dou-
ble birthday. With a soaring jackpot of $387, Prez Marylin 
won the right to draw for the Red Queen but missed by a 
club or two, preserving the jackpot for the time being, but 
leaving the big $5 to our songster Brad.

Lots of happy people meant lots of happy dollars today 
including one from Brad (happy to have the $5), anoth-
er from PP Jim Nash (looking forward to dinner with his 
grandkids) and a buck from our Westcott guest, Fred Wil-
son (happy to be with us).

In Allen Kosoff ’s excused absence, PP Denny introduced 
our speaker, Joan Royle, Executive Director of the Westcott 
Community Center, serving the needs of our community 
since 1997 and recently home to the art work of our own Al-
len Kosoff. In her opening remarks Joan paid tribute to Al’s 
art work, revealing that she had purchased two of his paint-
ings. Giving us the lowdown on Westcott’s huge programing 
repertoire, Joan mentioned their big after school enrichment 
effort, lots of adult education classes in partnership with the 
Syracuse City School District, free legal services in conjunc-
tion with the Bar Association’s robust Volunteer Lawyer 
program and a big emphasis on service to the seniors in our 
community including a Senior Companion program in part-
nership with InterFaith Works, as well as  exercise classes led 
by none other than Fred Wilson.

Joan thanked Syracuse Rotary for helping to fund their 
very successful Step Up to Stop Falls effort led by Fred 
whereupon she called on him to put us through our exercise 
paces, noting that it’s never too late to exercise. Fred likes to 
put his exercise to music and before long he had us exercising 
to the tune of There’s No Beer in Heaven and Nine to Five, 
while big John Lewien showed us all up with his rendition of 
an old fashioned polka. All in all, it was a very entertaining 
and productive meeting, with the promise of a nap in store 
for those of us who exercised most vigorously.  z

THOMAS "TOM" O'SHEA
Birthday: August 1
Joined: November 1985

Fred Wilson, in his seventh decade, leads Rotarians in exercise.

Challenges include forgiving yourself for mistakes, exer-
cising daily, discovering new facts about people in your life, 
participating in volunteer activities, and posting positive 
messages on social media. 

White Whale is a way for teenagers, who may be vulner-
able to the suicide game, to engage in positive activities and 
feel valued, says Kenji. He chose the name White Whale 
because he says the color white signifies peace, purity, and 
clarity. 

“We want to show young people that they can make small 
changes to change the direction of their lives,” says Kenji, 
who will enter college this year to study dentistry. “There is 
another path for teenagers to take that is far removed from 
an action like taking their own lives.”

According to Kenji, about 4,000 people have shared the 
White Whale’s Facebook page with a reach of nearly 30,000. 

Kenji says he’s already seen tangible results from the game 
among his own friends. “I’ve had friends tell me that the 
game is giving them the courage to reconcile broken friend-
ships. It’s great to see. I hope this is just a start.”   z

Online Deadly Blue Whale                            <<  from pg.  2
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