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Rotary Remembers RI Pres-elect Sam Owori
Gentle, modest and self-described optimist, dead at 76

rotary.org  |  R. Hyland & A. Breitstein

July 13 ~ The Rotary flags in front of Rotary Interna-
tional World Headquarters in Evanston, IL and Rotary 
offices around the world fly at half-staff this week as 
friends and colleagues mourn President-elect Sam F. 
Owori, who died on 13 July from complications after 
surgery. 

With an engaging smile and a calming voice, Sam 
put everyone he talked to at ease, says Hilda Tadria , 
a member of the Rotary Club of Gaba, Uganda, and a 
close friend of Sam and his wife, Norah. 
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This Week: Westcott Community Center
Executive Director Joan Royle: Step Up to Stop Falls

Program Committee

The Westcott Commu-
nity Center at 826 Eu-
clid Avenue in Syracuse 
is a community resource 
serving the Westcott 
neighborhood and great-
er Syracuse area through 
a variety of programs and 
services. The facility itself 
is an intimate venue for 
performances, celebra-
tions, community meet-
ings, classes and more. The Center op-
erates youth programs, senior services, a 
high school equivalency program, their 
"Talk to a Lawyer" legal clinic, and a 
walk-in National Grid Consumer Ad-
vocacy service.

One of the free-of-charge senior ser-
vices offered at WCC is "Step Up to 

Stop Falls", held every 
Tuesday afternoon. Ac-
cording to the CDC, in 
2013, over 25,000 older 
adults died from unin-
tentional fall injuries and 
2.5 million more were 
injured in falls requiring 
treatment in emergency 
departments.

Keeping our seniors 
flexible and mobile, free 
from fall and injury, and 
in their own homes is the 

ultimate goal of the "Step Up to Stop 
Falls" program. Participants are offered 
a variety of low impact and chair exer-
cises designed to enhance their balance 
and strength. The program is modified 
to fit each participants unique needs 
and physical limitations. 

see OWORI page 3 >>

A Look Ahead
JULY 28
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Joan Royle 

Westcott Community Center

AUGUST 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Dr. Thomas Bersani

AUGUST 11
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
August Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
District 7150 Governor Visit 
DG 2017-2018 Phyllis Danks

AUGUST 18
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
August Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Foster Care 

Ian Richardson

see SYRACUSE page 2 >>

Joan Royle, Executive Director
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SYRACUSE ROTARY 
MEETING LOCATION

This week we meet in 
our usual place, 

the Onondaga Room.

“I call it the ‘Sam Smile,’” says Tadria. 
“It made him very approachable and 
easy to talk to. I think his smile is one 
of the things Rotary and his friends 
will miss most.”

Sam, who had been elected to serve 
as president of Rotary International in 
2018-19, would have been the second 
African Rotary member, and the first 
Ugandan, to hold that office. He joined 
Rotary in 1978 and was a member of 
the Rotary Club of Kampala, Uganda.

“No matter the situation, Sam was al-
ways upbeat, always joking around and 
putting everyone else in a good mood,” 
says Tadria.

One of the admirable things about 
Sam, Tadria says, was his love and 
devotion to his wife. They met in pri-
mary school in Tororo, Uganda. Sam 
described Norah Owori as beautiful, 
well-educated, and full of character. 

“He adored Norah and always put 
her first.” Tadria says. “They were best 
friends and partners for life. It was very 
sweet to see them together. They never 
left each other’s side.”

Sam was highly respected in Ugan-
da, Tadria says, for his high integrity 
and consistent ethical standards. Those 
qualities, she says, are important in a 
Rotary president. “He was a man ev-
eryone could trust.” 

She adds, “He preferred listening 
to speaking. It’s one reason he was so 
well-liked.” 

Like many members, Sam was invit-
ed to Rotary by a persistent friend. “I 
did not want to go,” he cheerfully ac-
knowledged years later. “I had no in-
terest. But I had respect for my friend, 
so I went. And when I got there, I was 
in shock. The room was full of people 
I knew.” 

The more Sam saw of Rotary’s good 
work, the more enthusiastic he became. 
He is largely credited with the tremen-
dous increase in clubs in Uganda: from 
nine in 1988, when he was district gov-
ernor, to 89 today. His friends called his 
enthusiasm “the Owori madness” — to 
which he mildly replied, “If it is mad-
ness, I would be glad if more people 
would catch it.”

Sam described himself as “an incor-
rigible optimist” who chose to see the 
best side of everyone and the bright 
side of any situation. Gentle in manner, 
unfailingly modest, and quick to smile, 
Sam is remembered as “Smiling Sam,” 
says RI President Ian Riseley. 

John Smarge, who was selected by 
Sam to be his presidential aide, called 
Sam a “rock star” among Rotary mem-
bers. “In just the two weeks he was 
president-elect, you could see how 
much he was loved,” Smarge says. “The 
Rotarians in Uganda view him as a na-
tional treasure.”

Smarge adds, “He spoke with quiet 
confidence and simple complexity.”

Sam brought an unyielding sense of 
right and wrong to his work as chief 
executive officer of the Institute of 
Corporate Governance of Uganda, to 
his previous work with the African De-
velopment Bank and other institutions, 
and to his work with Rotary. 

Sam, who was one of 15 children, 
attributed his deep ethical sense to his 
upbringing, and particularly his father, 
who had been a school principal and 
then a county chief in Uganda. “He was 
a very strict disciplinarian,” Sam re-
membered, “and when he became chief, 
he ran that county like a big school — 
with a ruler. He insisted that everything 
was done the right way.” 

Sam’s Rotary career spanned some of 
Uganda’s most difficult years, including 
the dictatorship of Idi Amin, who was 
deeply suspicious of Rotary and often 
sent agents to spy on Rotary meetings. 
“Sometimes people came as guests, 
and you wouldn’t know exactly where 

they were coming from or who invited 
them,” Sam said later. “We always wel-
comed them. We had nothing to hide.”

Prominent Ugandan Rotary mem-
bers, including Sam’s own manager at 
the bank where he worked, were picked 
off the streets by Amin’s forces and 
killed. Many Rotary clubs closed and 
most members withdrew: from a high 
of 220 members, Rotary membership 
dropped to around 20. 

One day, Sam recalled, a member was 
taken right in front of Sam’s club. “We 
had just finished our meeting and were 
standing in front of the entrance of the 
hotel. He got picked up right there in 
front of us. Two guys threw him in the 
truck of a car and we never saw him 
again.”

Undeterred, Sam was back at his 
meeting the next week.  

An avid learner, Sam held a graduate 
degree in labor law from the University 
of Leicester, England; a business man-
agement degree from California Coast 
University; and a management grad-
uate degree from Harvard Business 
School. 

He served Rotary in many capaci-
ties, including RI director, trustee of 
The Rotary Foundation, regional Ro-
tary Foundation coordinator, regional 
RI membership coordinator, and RI 
representative to the United Nations 
Environment Program and UN-Hab-
itat. He was a member or chair of sev-
eral committees, including the Interna-
tional PolioPlus Committee, the Drug 
Abuse Prevention Task Force, and the 
Audit Committee. 

Sam and Norah became Paul Harris 
Fellows, Major Donors, and Benefac-
tors of The Rotary Foundation.  

Sam is survived by his wife, Norah; 
three sons, Adrin Stephen, Bonny Pat-
rick, and Daniel Timothy; and grand-
children Kaitlyn, Sam, and Adam.  

Rotary’s 2017-18 nominating com-
mittee will select a new president-elect, 
in addition to the president-nominee, 
during its scheduled meeting in early 
August.   z

Committee to select new PE as well as 18-19 nominee      <<  from pg.  1
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
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AUGUST MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

10 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
July 28, 2017.

Two forms of assessment for participants are utilized. The 
ABC is a self reported survey asking a variety of questions 
about falls, stability, and strength via personal or telephone 
interview. The TUG assessment is a timed assessment that 
measures participants ability to stand from a seated posi-
tion and walk a short distance. These assessments are done 
three times per year to measure participant progress and 
assess falls risk by a program facilitator who is a certified 
fitness instructor with an additional certification in senior 
fitness instruction. 

Last year, The Rotary Club of Syracuse awarded over 
$30,000 in grants to community agencies including a grant 
in the amount of $1500 in support of WCC's "Step Up to 
Stop Falls" program.

Joan Royle was named executive director of Westcott 
Community Center in March of 2015. She has over twenty 
years of human service and education experience. Before 
coming to WCC, she was Vice President of Community 
Impact and the Executive Director of Success by 6 at Unit-
ed Way of Central New York.

Royle holds a master's degree in preK-12 reading in-
struction from SUNY Oswego and a certificate of advanced 
study in educational administration from Le Moyne Col-
lege.  z

Syracuse Rotary partially funds Step Up    <<  from pg.  1

JOHN LA GRAFF
Birthday: July 24
Joined: June 2016

CNY Rotary Rocks Project: Having fun with CNY Rotary Rocks is easy!
Rotary District 7150  |  www.facebook.com/CNYRotaryRocks

The overall concept of the project is to decorate small 
rocks with artwork, inspiration or kind sayings and sprinkle 
them around CNY. The rocks get put out in public places 
for people to find. When a CNY Rotary Rock is found, you 
should take a photo of it (and yourself if you don't mind), 
post it to social media with a note about where it was found 
and confirm that you will be relocating it. Then you can take 
it with you and relocate it elsewhere for someone else to find. 
Hopefully the beautiful rocks, fun drawings and sweet say-
ings will put a smile on your face!

FIND CNY Rotary Rocks, which are small, decorated 
rocks, in public spaces in your community. Enjoy the artwork 
or special message. Rotarians and members of the communi-
ty are putting out pretty rocks in public spaces for all to see 
and share. We hope it makes you smile!

SHARE on social media using our hashtag #CNYRota-
ryRocks whenever you find a rock. Show everyone what you 
found, tell us where you found it and let everyone know that 
you are relocating it for someone else to find. 

Search the hashtag on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter to 
see where people are finding rocks or click here to follow our 
Facebook page for some great shares and posts.

MOVE the rocks after you've 
found them so we can spread the 
fun. Take them to a park on the oth-
er side of town or leave it on another 
path for someone to see. We want to 
keep them moving around so every-
one can find different CNY Rotary 
Rocks. Please don't trespass or go 
on private property with your rock 
though.

PAINT some of your own rocks 
and place them out to bring joy to 
others. Make sure your rocks are 
small and portable, handled gently 
so as not to damage anything and 
placed in public places. No trespass-

ing or going on private property. And keep any messages on 
your rocks positive please! You can use glitter, googley eyes, 
bright colors or markers. Just make it fun so it will brighten 
someone else's day!

Make sure you put the hashtag #CNYRotaryRocks on the 
back of your rocks so people who aren't familiar with the 
program can search for us online!  z
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