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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of June 30
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

June 30 ~ Newly installed Prez 
Marylin gently wielded her gavel to call 
us to order for her first full Friday meet-
ing. We obliged graciously, of course, so 
the pledge, the patriotic song and John 
Lewien’s artful invocation went off 
without a hitch, not so much the pastor 
John told us about who when asked by 
his 7 year old daughter why he bowed 
his head briefly before his sermon re-
plied “So that God will help make my 

sermons better.” Replied the daugh-
ter: “So how come God doesn’t answer 
you...?”

PP Brad reported on the five (count 
‘em) intrepid Rotarians who showed 
up for golf earlier in the week, not-
withstanding the lousy weather. We 
were told that they dodged raindrops 
to complete 18 holes. Included among 
this intrepid group was Bob Sargent, 
Jim Glad, John Bertram, John Lewien 
and Brad.

This Week: Public Service Leadership Academy
Four academies transition Fowler from failure to success

News in a Multimedia World  |  SI Newhouse

The Reinvention of Fowler High 
School: By the spring of 2014, the state 
of New York had seen enough at Fowl-
er High School. The school had been 
on the state’s list of lowest performing 
schools for the past three years. Its five-
year graduation rate hovered around 
30 percent. Swift and drastic change 
was needed and the Syracuse school 
board responded. By unanimous vote, 
they decided to create the Public Ser-
vice Leadership Academy (PSLA) and 
phase out Fowler High School by the 
end of the 2016-17 academic year.

The concept of PSLA diverges from 
the traditional school model. This 
school of choice means anyone from 
across the area can attend, provided 
they complete an application and an 
interview. PSLA offers four academies 
that feature 11 career pathways. These 
pathways range from fire rescue to elec-

trical trades and feature job shadowing 
and internship opportunities for the 
students.

As part of the transition, PSLA 
brought in a new Principal, one with 
special experience with schools similar 
to what PSLA strives to become. Dr. 
Matt Williams was the former Prin-
cipal of the Institute of Technology in 
Syracuse, a school that graduated over 
80 percent of its students. The Institute 
of Technology geared its curriculum 
towards teaching students hands-on 
material, and Williams wants to ex-
pand on that idea at PSLA.

Williams said the beauty of the 
school of choice model is that, “Kids 
choose to come here because they are 
interested … you trick kids into doing 
all of their prerequisite classes because 
they’re interested in their chosen path-
way.” Williams continued by saying  

see 1000+ page 3 >>

A Look Ahead
JULY 7

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Dr. Matthew Williams 

Principal, PSLA at Fowler

JULY 14
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
July Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
The Newland Center 

E.D. Linda Greene

JULY 21
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee 
July Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Dr. Daya Kulkarni 

RI Convention Report

JULY 28
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Joan Royle 

Westcott Community Center

AUGUST 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Dr. Thomas Bersani
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that PSLA marks a shift away from the traditional conception of high 
school, “I think we have to have more options for kids … too often we 
have an education system that wants to educate people for wealth and 
money, and instead we need to educate kids to be better citizens and 
to strive for self-fulfillment.”

Williams added that in a school made up of 90 percent minorities, 
they have no racial problems between the students. “Kids don’t have 
the boundaries adults place on them in terms of race,” he said.  z

News in a Multimedia World is the first course in the broadcast and 
digital journalism curriculum at Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse 
School of Public Communications. The student journalists posting 
on this site strive for accuracy and clarity. They cover stories related 
to education, public safety, local government and courts.

Principal confident in career-education            <<  from pg.  1

Dr. Sylvia Whitlock Award Celebrates Success of Women in Rotary
blog.rotary.org  |  Tory Paxson  |  Rotary Club of Boothbay Harbor, Maine, USA

On Tuesday, 13 June, we sat down in 
a cool auditorium in the Carter Center 
in Atlanta, Georgia, for the first annual 
Women in Rotary Event. The four of 
us sitting together were all women, all 
members of my Rotary club, and all 
at our very first Rotary International 
Convention. We were unaware of the 
impact this event was about to have on 
us. But then, the lights began to dim.

It has only been a short 30 years since 
the landmark decision to allow women 
to join Rotary. Being only 27 years of 
age myself, this reality seems a bit ab-
surd. All of these incredible, passionate 
and driven women I have met since 
joining Rotary have only had the space 
of my lifetime to catch up in leader-
ship roles, in Rotary pride and projects? 
Really? And yet as lights shone down 
on our presenters, we felt that 30 years, 
while short, has been plenty of time for 
these women to shine.

The event was organized and hosted 
by district governors Julie Craig and 
Sieglinde Warren. Among the pre-
senters was Nicholas Krayacich, a dis-
tinguished Rotarian from Ontario and 
spouse of 2016-17 Rotary vice presi-
dent Jennifer Jones. He  spoke from the 
perspective of what it is like having two 
Rotarians in the family and how he and 
Jennifer support each other.

Charlotte Ahlberg, the charter pres-
ident of the the E-club of 2410se in 
Sweden, has been perfecting the art of 
balance in life between family, work, 
personal time and Rotary. 
She opened new doors for 
those of us in the audi-
ence with the concept of 
Rotary online. Director 
(and 2017-18 RI Vice 
President) Hendreen 
Dean Rohrs inspired us 
with stories of bucking 
the system and finding 
her Rotary family. She 
told us how she founded a 
new club when she found 
out the one she initially 
approached didn’t feel like including a 
woman.

Jennifer Scott of the Blue Mountains 
west of Sydney had us in fits of laughter 
with her tale of how she responded to a 
group of men unsure of what a woman’s 
role could be in Rotary. Her response 
was hysterically funny and wickedly 
apropos while still being somehow kind 
and welcoming.

Last, but certainly not least, was Dr. 
Sylvia Whitlock. I won’t deny that be-
fore the convention, I knew little about 
the leadership of Rotary. I probably 
could not have told you the Rotary In-

ternational President’s name! However, 
Sylvia I had heard about, and knew her 
incredible story. Dr. Whitlock came 
from the history-making “Ex-Rota-
ry Club of Duarte,” and was the first 
woman in the world to become a Ro-

tary club president. We 
felt like we were at a mo-
ment in history when the 
award named after her 
was announced, an award 
recognizing individuals 
who have contributed to 
the success of women in 
Rotary. The first recipient 
of the award after Sylvia 
herself is Carolyn Jones, 
the first woman Trustee 
of Rotary, who hails from 

District 5010. I look forward to seeing 
this award grow in both distinction and 
prominence over the years.

After the program itself, I was lucky 
enough to bump into Dr. Whitlock 
during the dinner reception. She was 
warm, genuine and more than a bit of a 
firecracker, and she posed with me for a 
photo that I will cherish.

In a giant convention filled with in-
credible moments, this one moment 
will always stand out for me: sitting 
with Sylvia, and hearing her advice to 
this new Rotarian, one who aims to be 
just as much of a firecracker.  z

Tory Paxson, right, with Dr. 
Sylvia Whitlock.

Rotary's 2017-18 Theme
In 2017-18, we’ll answer the question “What is 
Rotary?” with RI President Ian H.S. Riseley’s 
theme, Rotary: Making a Difference. “Wheth-
er we’re building a new playground or a new 
school, improving medical care or sanitation, 

training conflict mediators or 
midwives, we know that the 
work we do will change peo-

ple’s lives, in ways 
large and small, 
for the better.”

https://blog.rotary.org/2017/06/30/new-award-celebrates-success-of-women-in-rotary/#more-7914
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Joined: December 1986

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAY
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

1000+ youth benefit from B&G of Syr.  <<  from pg.  1

13 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
July 7, 2017.

No visiting Rotarians today but we did welcome two ador-
able girls who tagged along with their dad, PP Jim Morrow. 
Come back to visit us again Cassidy and Gabby. You were 
great company and help.

We sang happy birthday to Ginny Carmody who ap-
peared in a sling to support her mending broken shoulder. 
Good to see you back, Ginny, and heal fast. PP Volker got 
a chance to draw for the Red Queen on the 50/50 but no 
soap, so PP Gary walked off with the $5 to help finance his 
upcoming trip back to Uganda. Happy Dollars brought one 
from Bob Sargent who enjoyed the recent Rotary golf out-
ing, another from Volker, impressed with Kevin’s greeting 
downstairs today, one from Ginny, happy that she was well 
enough to return to Rotary, still another from Pat who was 
happily looking forward to celebrating the July 4 holiday, a 
buck from PP Jim Nash, happy to be here and a dollar from 
PP Gary, delighted to be returning to his “family” in Uganda 
this coming week.

Program Chair Allen Kosoff introduced our program 
which featured Diamond Breland-Thaxton, Director of 
Programs at the Boys & Girls Clubs of Syracuse, while 
Big John Lewien was heard to say, sotto voce, we’re in for 
a gem of a program... Allen reminded us that the Boys & 
Girls Clubs have provided our community with many life 
altering programs for kids since 1892 - when he was a mere 
youth himself, quipped Allen. Diamond enthusiastically 
spoke about her varied programs for mostly inner city kids, 
86% of whom live at or below the Federal poverty level. The 
Clubs serve more than 1000 youth at four locations and two 
school-based sites, offering kids a safe environment, with 
outcome-driven programs proven to have a positive impact 
on their lives. Diamond praised Editor Jim’s write up in this 
week’s Press, urging all of us to read it again as it was perfect-
ly descriptive of the Clubs’ activities. Joining Diamond to-
day was her Executive Director, Pat Driscoll, and the Clubs’ 
CFO, David Marble. Augmenting the Clubs’ after school 
programs during the school year, Diamond’s summer pro-
gram begins soon, with activities scheduled from 9-4 daily, 
with an anticipated 60 kids at each location. She closed with 
just one of the Clubs’ many success stories which featured 
a young man, abused at home, who was encouraged by his 
membership in the Clubs to return to high school and, with 
the help of OnPoint for College, went on to successfully 
complete a 2 year college education. Hurray for the Syracuse 
Boys & Girls Clubs, a major plus for so many Syracuse kids 
who wouldn’t have a chance if it were not for their vital sup-
port and encouragement.

Prez Marylin closed us out by emphasizing her interest 
this year in focusing on our kids who, after all, are our future. 
Great start, Marylin. We’re really looking forward to your 
year.  z

Speaker: Dr. Matthew Williams
Program Committee

Dr. Matthew Williams has been an educator for eigh-
teen years as a mathematics teacher, a leader at a number 
of schools, and now as a principal within the Syracuse City 
School District. 

In 2009 he was asked to launch the newly formulated 
Institute of Technology at Syracuse Central and to devel-
op a state-of-the-art technical school. In conjunction with 
SUNY-OCC and SUNY-ESF a rigorous college prepa-
ratory curriculum and career centered program was im-
plemented, in conjunction with the awarding of a Smart 
Scholars Early College High School program. Additional-
ly, A P-TECH program, in electrical technology, was add-
ed in 2013 that furthered the existing vision for academ-
ic excellence. Through the efforts of Dr. Williams and his 
dedicated instructional team a graduation rate of 90% was 
achieved. 

Based on his reform agenda and close collaboration with 
local business and university partners, Dr. Williams was 
asked to begin a second school, the Public Service Lead-
ership Academy. Situated in one of the most impoverished 
neighborhoods in New York State, PSLA has transformed 
the expectations for students, and has quickly established 
an academically challenging and culturally rich school en-
vironment centered within Career and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) programs. 

Dr. Williams received his Ph.D. from the University of 
Rochester in 2013 in Leadership, Thought, and Policy and 
works with surrounding school systems to build capacity 
for systematic educational reform. His work focuses on 
implementing ethical school discipline practices, capacity 
building of school leaders, and transforming instructional 
practice.  z
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