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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of June 23
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

June 23 ~ Prez Bob wielded the gav-
el for the last time today, as he turned 
over the reins to our new Prez, Marylin 
Galimi. It was a warm and gracious 
meeting, with Bob briefly reviewing his 
administration’s accomplishments and 
thanking his team and the Club for his 
very good 2 year run and then introduc-
ing Marylin with great admiration and 
best wishes. Just like they do in Wash-
ington, DC.... Well, maybe not.

Prez Bob took us through the opening 
routine (that probably won’t change un-
der Marylin’s reign) including pledging 
allegiance, singing America a la Brad 
and listening to an inspiring invocation, 
this one given impromptu by none other 
than Rev./Prez Bob. PP Brad called for 
all Rotary golfers (even would-be golf-
ers) to join him this coming Thursday 
for the year’s first golf outing. PP Jim 
Morrow introduced our visitors which 

This Week: Boys & Girls Clubs of Syracuse
Diamond Breland-Thaxton, Director of Programs

Program Committee

Since 1892, the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Syracuse has provided our commu-
nity’s youth with many varying life-al-
tering programs aimed at helping them 
become responsible citizens. They serve 
more than 1,000 youth at four Club 
locations and two school-based sites; 
offering kids a safe environment, with 
outcome-driven programs proven to 
have a positive impact on their lives.

Through their programs, they enable 
our youth to reach their full potential 
as healthy, productive adults. The B&G 

Clubs' programs engage young people 
in activities with adults, peers and fam-
ily members that enable them to learn 
powerful life skills and introduce them 
to new experiences. Each program falls 
under five core areas: character & lead-
ership development; education & ca-
reer development; health & life skills; 
sports, fitness & recreation; and the 
arts.

Each of the four Clubhouses in the 
Syracuse community; the East Fayette 
Street Club, the Hamilton Street Club, 
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the Shonnard Street Club and the Central Village Club, 
are open each day after school and serve school-aged youth. 
Research has shown that during this time of day, children 

are most vulnerable to 
gangs, violence, and oth-
er risky behaviors. They 
promise our kids a great 
future by not only keep-
ing them safe and off 
the streets but by giving 
them opportunities to 
change their lives!

The Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Syracuse of-
fers youth many varying 
life-altering programs 
aimed at helping them 
become the citizens we 
know they can be. These 
programs are proven to 

be successful and focus on preparing members for real-life 
challenges like fulfilling college entrance requirements, 
maintaining healthy lifestyles, and avoiding drugs and al-
cohol.

An area identified by the Boys & Girls Club is called 
Education & Career Development. It has five programs de-
signed to enable youth to become proficient in basic educa-
tional disciplines, apply learning to everyday situations and 
embrace technology to achieve success in a career. With-
in the Education & Career Development program Club 
members ages 5-18 achieve academic success by providing 
homework help, tutoring and high-yield learning activities 
and encouraging members to become self-directed learners. 

The Career Prep portion of the program is a fun and ex-
citing program preparing teens for the working world. Club 
teens 13-18 years old embark on a journey to explore ca-
reers, make sound educational decisions and find success in 
the world of work. 

The Money Matters portion promotes financial responsi-
bility and independence among Club members ages 13-18 
by building their basic money management skills. Partici-
pants learn how to manage a checking account, budget, save 
and invest. They also learn about starting small businesses 
and paying for college.

The STEM program brings all the fun of scientific ex-
ploration into members hands as they work with peers to 
create cool artifacts that demonstrate scientific principles!

Summer Brain Gain is a fun, educational program that 
aims to prevent summer learning loss and keep kids on 
track for the coming school year.  z

Diamond Breland-Thaxton•

Enabling all young people                  <<  from pg.  1 Boys & Girls Club of America
The reach & scope of a world-class Club Experience
bgca.org

Boys & Girls Clubs of America had its beginnings in 1860 
with three women in Hartford, Connecticut - Mary Good-
win, Alice Goodwin and Elizabeth Hammersley. Believing 
that boys who roamed the streets should have a positive 
alternative, they organized the first Club. With character 

development as the 
cornerstone of the 
experience, the Club 
focused on capturing 
boys interests, im-
proving their behav-
ior and increasing 
their personal expec-
tations and goals. A 
cause was born.

In 1906, several 
Boys Clubs decided 
to affiliate. The Fed-
erated Boys Clubs in 
Boston was formed 
with 53 member or-

ganizations – this marked the start of a nationwide Move-
ment and our national organization.

In 1931, the Boys Club Federation of America became 
Boys Clubs of America and in 1956, Boys Clubs of Ameri-
ca celebrated its 50th anniversary and received a U.S. Con-
gressional Charter.

To recognize the fact that girls are a part of their cause, 
the national organization's name was changed to Boys & 
Girls Clubs of America in 1990. Accordingly, Congress 
amended and renewed their charter.

2006 marked the Centennial year of Boys & Girls Clubs 
of America, as they celebrated 100 years of providing hope 
and opportunity to young people across the country.

Boys & Girls Clubs annually serve nearly 4 million young 
people, through membership and community outreach, in 
4,300 Clubs throughout the country and BGCA-affiliated 
Youth Centers on U.S. military installations worldwide.

The Boys & Girls Club Movement is a federated model.   
More than 1,100 independently and locally governed orga-
nizations serve youth in 4,300 Club locations.

BGCA's national headquarters, located in Atlanta, pro-
vides support for Clubs in youth program development, 
marketing and communications, resource development, and 
administration. Clubs also receive assistance from regional 
service centers and Government Relations offices in Wash-
ington, D.C.  z

The Good Will Club in Hartford, CT, circa 1900.
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17-18 kick-off for Syracuse Rotary        <<  from pg.  1

14 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
June 30, 2017.

included Marylin’s brother, Ivan, direct from Venezuela, and 
her husband, Rocco, a welcomed frequent visitor. Jim also 
(jokingly) welcomed “visitor” Tom O’Shea who was on hand 
to celebrate (as only Irishmen can do) Marylin’s ascension. 
We serenaded Bob Sargent on his birthday and moved on 
to the 50/50 where PP Denny drew unsuccessfully for the 
red queen, saving the big $5 for PP Jim Morrow. Happy 
dollars galore today, with one from Marylin, happy to have 
her brother and husband on hand today for the festivities, 
another from Allen Kosoff, happy that his art exhibit at the 
Westcott Community Center has been well received and 
another from Charlie Beach who happily reported a suc-
cessful cataract procedure for his spouse, Beth.

Prez Bob then moved on to his reflections which included 
47 weeks of Past Presidents presiding, an upward trend in 
membership, steady attendance and a promising new 100 
for 100 project spearheaded by Dr. Daya to encourage Rota-
ry Clubs all over the world to purchase prosthetics for poor 
kids overseas. With sincere thanks to his leadership team 
and the Club, Bob warmly welcomed Marylin to the podi-
um for her installation as Prez which included the presenta-
tion of her President’s pin and gavel. Marylin’s first order of 
business was to sincerely thank Bob for his mentoring and 
service to the Club these past 2 years and present him with 
his Past President’s pin. She then reflected on her path to 
Rotary leadership, which began with her father’s member-
ship in Rotary in Venezuela and her transformational stint 
in the US as a Rotary Exchange Student in the metropolis 
of Gouverneur, NY. Marylin briefly outlined her goals for 
the year which will include building on the past by engag-
ing even more members in the work (and fun) of the Club, 
developing a local Rotaract Club for young people ages 18-
30, helping to re-energize our historical connections with 
literacy and focusing on matters of health, especially among 
children. Showing her keen sense of organization, Marylin 
proudly introduced her leadership team for the year includ-
ing Brad (social), Dan (finance), Jim Glad (membership), 
Pat (high school awards), Allen (program), Kim Dwyer and 
Mary Lou Thompson (Holiday party), John Lewien (invo-
cations), Harry Schumm (hospitality), Tom O’Shea (Paul 
Harris), Jim Nash (youth exchange) and Jim Morrow (ev-
erything else including Press, P&C, and hospitality). She 
also doffed her hat to the Directors, new and ongoing, who 
will be working with her.

It was a memorable occasion, and if you couldn’t be there 
to personally thank Bob and welcome Marylin, please do so 
next week. Until then...  z

VR Film Debuts RI Convention
rotary.org

Around 2,000 people watched the debut of Rotary Inter-
national’s new virtual reality film, “One Small Act,” at one 
of the largest simultaneous viewings of a VR film.

The film follows the journey of a child whose world has 
been torn apart by conflict and supports the causes that 
Rotary champions, including polio eradication and peace-
building. The story evoked strong emotions and sensations 
from the crowd. 

Angus Fraser, of the Rotary Club of Quirindi in New 
South Wales, Australia, was among those who registered 
for the event, which was a part of the Rotary International 
Convention in Atlanta, Georgia, USA. 

“The film was great. A bit shocking; I didn’t really know 
what to expect from it but it was really cool,” he said. “I 
think the film’s message will open up the world a bit, to 
make people realize there are terrible things happening and 
there are people trying to help -- Rotary being one of the 
main groups doing that.”

Virtual reality allows people to “see the magic of Rotary 
firsthand,” said RI President John F. Germ.

“One Small Act” isn’t Rotary’s first VR film. “I Dream 
of an Empty Ward,” which premiered on World Polio Day 
last year, takes viewers to India to follow Alokita, a young 
woman who was paralyzed by polio as a child.

The film is available for viewing on Rotary’s VR app, 
which is available for Android and Apple devices.  z
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