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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of June 9
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

June 9 ~ We celebrated the return 
of summer with an upbeat meeting 
in Drumlin’s University Room where 
a good crowd gathered to learn more 
about a new program of the Learning 
Disabilities Association designed to 
train dislocated workers for new em-
ployment--a very worthy effort.

But first, PP Jim Morrow led us 
through our paces, pledging, singing 
(You’re a Grand Old Flag--where are 

the lyrics when you need them....?) and 
enjoying an impromptu invocation by 
our resident pastor, PP Vern. PP Jim 
reminded us (just in case we’d forgot-
ten) that some 483 years ago explorer 
Jacques Cartier discovered the great 
(and presently flooding) St. Lawrence 
River (where the Morrows hang out 
in the summer). PP Denny put in a 
pitch for InterFaith Works’ 15th annual 
Duck Race to End Racism scheduled 

This Week: U.S. Navy Junior ROTC
Public Service Leadership Academy at Fowler High School
Program Committee

So, you thought that Navy ROTC 
was only for college students. Well 
guess again. Be on hand this Friday to 
hear Naval Science Instructors Craig 
Rosen, LCDR (ret), USN and David 
Collins, Gy Sgt (ret), USMC tell about 
the US Navy Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps at the Public Service  
Leadership Academy at Fowler High 
School. 

At the Public Service Leadership 
Academy (PSLA), students choose 
from some of the nation’s most cut-
ting-edge, high-growth career fields. 
Through hands-on instruction, intern-
ships and mentoring, they can become 
eligible for industry-recognized certifi-
cation – and earn college credits while 
still in high school and will complete 
their high school education in an in-
novative, instructionally integrated set-
ting. Students earn a CTE designation 

on their high school diploma and an 
industry credential that identifies them 
as college- and career-ready. Students 
also get the academic and social sup-
ports they need to succeed in a chal-
lenging course of study.

Offered within PSLA at Fowler are 
four Academies: Entrepreneurial Acad-

see LDA page 3 >>
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A Look Ahead
JUNE 16
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee June Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP James Nash presiding

Program 
PP James Nash - Jr. ROTC

JUNE 23
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
Robert Sherburne presiding

Program 
Rotary Club of Syracuse 

CHANGING OF THE GUARD 
Marylin Galimi, President 2017-18

JUNE 30
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
President Marylin Galimi 

presiding

Program 
Westcott Community Center 

"Step Up to Stop Falls"

JULY 7
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
President Marylin Galimi 

presiding

Program 
Open Date

see LDA CNY page 2 >>

Students in the NJROTC program at PSLA at 
Fowler High School take part their Change of 
Command ceremony, May 1, 2017.
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What is the Public Service Leadership Academy at Fowler?
Julie McMahon  |  syracuse.com  |  June 7, 2017

Last Friday at Rotary, Pat Spadafora 
made a sad announcment regarding the 
phase-out of Fowler High School. But, 
there is a silver lining to the seemingly 
dark cloud...

The new Public Service Leadership 
Academy at Fowler High School is set 
to take over 227 Magnolia St. in the 
fall, as the old neighborhood school 
finishes its state-ordered "phase-out."

PSLA at Fowler hosts 11 of the 
district's 24 career and technical ed-
ucation, or CTE, programs. Most of 
PSLA's programs have an emphasis 
on public service, like firefighting and 
emergency response.

The goal, Syracuse school district offi-
cials say, is for students to graduate with 
a clear sense of their next step in life, 

whether it's a job right out of school or 
higher education. Students often grad-
uate with credentials or certification to 
work in their chosen field.

To get into PSLA, Syracuse students 
entering ninth grade have to complete 
an online application, including es-
say questions, and sit for an interview. 
The process is not competitive, but is 
set up to ensure students are interested 
in one of the career pathways offered 
at the school. It hasn't come to it yet, 
but PSLA would use a lottery system 
to select students if they receive more 
applications than seats available in the 
programs. Students select their top 
choices in ninth grade, but they can use 
their first year at PSLA to explore the 
options and take classes in a few pro-
grams before declaring a concentration.

All five high schools in Syracuse now 
have CTE programs, which vary from 
culinary arts to nursing. Officials say 
the programs are geared toward prepar-
ing students for jobs and college.

The increasing number of CTE pro-
grams is part of a shift toward "school 
choice," in which students go to op-
tions among where their families select, 
instead of the school in their neighbor-
hood or quadrant of the city.

District officials say the programs are 
designed to better engage students with 
what they are studying. Syracuse has al-
ready seen success at choice schools.

The city school with the highest 
graduation rate, 89 percent, is the In-
stitute of Technology at Central High 
School, where most are enrolled in a 
CTE program.  z
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emy,  First Responder Academy, Homeland Security Academy, 
and Military Science Academy with the United States Navy as 
its higher education partner.

The mission of the Navy JR ROTC program is to develop 
leaders through the total concept of service and citizenship. 
The curriculum emphasizes leadership development, maritime 
heritage, significance of sea power, fundamentals of naval oper-
ations, seamanship, naval aviation, navigation, and meteorology. 

Classroom instruction is augmented throughout the year by 
community service activities, drill competition, field meets, sail 
training, and visits to various military facilities and activities. 

The NJROTC unit, known as the "Falcon's Nest", competes 
in local competitions each year. The Corps is very proud to an-
nounce, that for the first time in a number of years, Falcon's 
Nest won three Drill Competition trophies at Utica/Proctor 
Drill Competition. In addition, we established physical fitness 
and  academic teams, ready to compete at the state level against 
other schools in our area. 

Students enrolled at the First Responder, Homeland Securi-
ty, and Military Science Academies will also takefour years of 
Arabic, American Sign Language, or Spanish. The intelligence 
community needs interpreters, engineers, scientists, and other 
professionals who speak Arabic, ASL, and Spanish. These skills 
are essential for emergency/disaster management.

This will be a very interesting and informative program. You 
won't want to miss it.  z

NJROTC: Developing leaders                          <<  from pg.  1 Global Leaders & Donors Affirm 
Commitment to Ending Polio
2017 RI Convention  |  R. Hyland and T. Schmedding

With polio on the brink of eradication, nations from 
around the world and key donors pledged more than $1 
billion on Monday at the Rotary International Conven-
tion in Atlanta to energize the global fight to end the 
paralyzing disease.

The historic pledges of new funds will go toward dras-
tically shrinking the $1.5 billion gap in the funding that 
the partners of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
say is needed to reduce polio cases to zero worldwide.

Rotary International President John F. Germ an-
nounced that Rotary would increase its commitment 
and raise $50 million per year over the next three years. 
Rotary has raised more than $1.7 billion to fight the 
disease since 1985.

“Right now, every time a new case is identified, it real-
ly could be the last one the world ever sees,” Germ said. 

Bill Gates, co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, told the crowd of nearly 24,000 that, start-
ing July 1, his foundation will extend its 2-to-1 match 
to cover up to $50 million in donations to Rotary for 
each of the next three years. The match and donations 
to Rotary would add up to $150 million per year over 
the next three years, which will add up to $450 million 
to the fight.  z
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KIMBERLY "KIM" DWYER
Birthday: June 15
Joined: September 2015

KEVIN VISCONTI
Birthday: June 15
Joined: October 2015

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS
for Syracuse’s Inner Harbor this Saturday, with all proceeds 
going to fund IFW’s expanding dialogue programs. PP 
Brad announced an upcoming Rotary golf outing TBD, and 
PP Volker urged attendance at an upcoming showing at the 
Palace Theater on June 24 of a movie about the recent inter-
national lacrosse championships hosted by the Onondaga 
Nation.

We greeted Ray Leach’s son, Phil, who was with us again 
today, along with Bill Leach, an old friend of Ray’s who was 
visiting. We complimented PP Harry Schumm on his new 
barber (great look, Harry!) and sang happy birthday, in ab-
sentia, to the team of McNerney, Brown and Wilson.  PP 
Dan Morrow handled the 50/50 where Ray Leach drew the 
2 of clubs, leaving the big 5 bucks to Vern. Lots of happy 
dollars today including dollars from Al Kosoff--happy that 
his art exhibition at the Westcott Community Center is be-
ing well received, Ray Leach--happy to have the company 
of his two guests, Kevin Visconti--celebrating his parents’ 
40 wedding anniversary, Brad--happy that his grandson re-
cently graduated from the great Savannah College of Art 
and Design, Prez Bob--enjoying their 7th grandchild and 
Pat--inspired by his grandson’s recent college graduation. 

Al Kosoff did the honors to introduce our program fea-
turing Lisa Bianchi and Milena Crosley who head up a new 
program of the Learning Disabilities Association designed 
to provide re-employment training for area dislocated work-
ers. It’s unique among the LDA programs in that it serves  
non disabled as well as disabled workers through a recent-
ly available State grant. Their first initiative was established 
to train workers to become certified custodial technicians, 
meeting the needs of a growing industry in the Syracuse 
area. Their motto is to “ Educate, Empower and Employ” 
and the program that Lisa and Milena so ably described 
seems to fit that motto to a T and will serve as a valuable 
community resource.

Before we adjourned, Pat Spadafora reminded us of the 
imminent closing of 50 year old Fowler High School which 
is being succeeded by a special needs school where PP Jim 
Nash has substituted. Pat urged us to come hear Jim next 
week where we’ll learn more about this developing Syracuse 
educational initiative.  z
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The Last on the Carousel of Past 
Syracuse Rotary Presidents

Thank you Past-Presidents for stepping up!
James Morrow  |  editor

It has been an interesting Rotary Year for the 105 year-
old Rotary Club of Syracuse. When it began, the incoming 
2016-17 President was unable to begin his term due to a 
move out of state prompting our Board of 
Directors to devise a creative solution in a 
short amount of time. Realizing it would 
be unfair to ask the incoming Vice Pres-
ident to accelerate her ascension to the 
position as President, they unanimously 
voted to implement a rotating schedule of 
Past-Presidents to lead each Friday meet-
ing and keep Robert Sherburne as the 
official Club President for another year. 

From the start it seemed a perfect 
solution and for the first meeting on July 8, PP Brad Strait 
(1994-95) took the first spin on the Carousel of Past Presi-
dents with seventeen more lined up to take their turn at the 
lectern. Thank you to all of our Past Presidents who took 
their turn at running a meeting or three and making 2016-
17 one of the best Rotary Years yet. 

At the final luncheon before the changing of the gaurd 
next week, PP Jim Nash (2008-09) will lead us as well as 
present our program on the Junior ROTC.  z

LDA: Educate, Empower, Employ     <<  from pg.  1
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D A T I O N  T R U S T E E
JUNE MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

16 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
June 16, 2017.

PP James Nash 
(1992-93)

JUNE 23: ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
CHANGING OF THE GAURD
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