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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of May 5
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

May 5 ~ No pledge, no patriotic song, 
no invocation, but boy did we have a 
good and hugely informative time at 
the Onondaga Historical Association. 
Thanks to our host, John Marsellus, 
most of us bussed from Drumlins to 
OHA to listen to Executive Direc-
tor, Gregg Tripoli, as we toured this 
amazing museum--much of which we 
learned is beyond its four walls.

Gregg, a native of Syracuse, wel-
comed us in his most gracious, enthu-
siastic manner. Claiming that he was a 

“born again historian”, Gregg regaled us 
with a brief history of the OHA and its 
multifaceted programs. As one member 
said, “he’s infectious” with his enthusi-
asm for the museum and the history of 
Syracuse/Onondaga County.

Among other things, we learned that 
the OHA is one of the country’s oldest 
history museums with a collection that 
doesn’t quit. It also owns the largest lo-
cal art/photo collection in the county. 
With Gregg’s hands-on business man-
agement style, the museum’s exhibits 

THIS WEEK SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETS IN UNIVERSITY ROOM

This Week: CONSENSUS Redux
A more in-depth discussion about commission's findings

Program Committee

Back in February, during a presen-
tation from CenterStateCEO at Syra-
cuse Rotary, questions about the then 
newly released, 112-page final Con-
sensus report cropped up from those in 
attendance. Even though our speaker 
did her best to answer the questions, 
there simply was not enough time to 
discuss the report in any great detail. 
Our program committee decided it was 
important to have Consensus return for 
another presentation, with possibly a 
longer-than-usual, more in-depth dis-
cussion. 

The report's overview states, "The set 
of recommendations contained in this 
report is the product of multiple re-
ports, hundreds of meetings, thousands 

of public comments, reams of analyzed 
data, and countless hours invested by 
volunteer Commissioners and resi-
dents, all with a common goal: To take 
steps within our region’s control that 
position us to be more collaborative, 
cooperative and competitive. The report 
is also, most importantly, the product 
of feedback the Commission received 
from you. Residents and stakeholders 
throughout the community offered 
feedback to Consensus' “options” re-
port early in 2016. It is likely that no-
body will naturally embrace every rec-
ommendation in the final report. 

CenterStateCEO's Kevin Schwabb 
will visit Syracuse Rotary on Friday to 
offer our group a more in-depth Q&A 
session and update us on the commis-
sion's progress since February.  z

see OHA page 2 >>
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A Look Ahead
MAY 12

UNIVERSITY ROOM
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Board of 
Directors May Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

12:10 pm 
Syracuse Rotary Foundation 

Annual Meeting

Program 
CONSENSUS Redux

MAY 19
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee May Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Syracuse Rotary's Annual 
Outstanding High School 

Seniors Award Presentation

MAY 26
NO ROTARY ACTIVITY 

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

JUNE 2
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Dr. Denise Karsten 

Upstate Brain & Spine Center
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and programs have grown significantly 
since his arrival as ED, and attendance 
has similarly grown, bucking the na-
tional trend. 

Part of OHA’s mission is to make 
citizens feel even better about living in 
CNY, given our amazing history. That 
it did for the 20 plus members who 
joined the tour, plus Laura Spadafora, 
Sally G (you know that long name...) 
and their adorable granddaughter, El-
lie. Gregg reminded us that much of 
the museum’s presence lies elsewhere in 
Onondaga County, with exhibits in the 
“new” Marriott Downtown Hotel, 
the War Memorial, etc. OHA also 
provides a host of publications 
and just recently they ventured 
into film making with its ground-
breaking full length documentary 
on the engrossing history of On-
ondaga Lake entitled Beneath the 
Surface.

On the tour of the museum it-
self, Gregg pointed out a number 
of highlights including the Native 
American exhibit featuring the 

beaded coat fashioned by the Indians 
for Harvey Baldwin, Syracuse’s first 
mayor, the Underground Railroad ex-
hibit, which featured so prominently in 
Syracuse’s history, the Marsellus Casket 
Company exhibit, which included pho-
tos of JFK’s handsome Marsellus casket, 
the Syracuse China exhibit (who hasn’t 
turned over a cup from time to time to 
check its maker), the first Distinguished 
Cross, which was awarded to an Onon-
daga County WW 1 soldier, an exhibit 
featuring the 35th anniversary of the 
great Syracuse Jazz Fest and a robust re-

tail outlet featuring a number of OHA 
inspired products.

Gregg also shared with us that the 
OHA is planning a “Brew Museum” 
to honor Syracuse’s early beer making 
prominence and is currently partnering 
with others to restore the famous Gus-
tav Stickley House on Columbus Ave-
nue which will include a boutique hotel. 
Gregg said that most of the funding for 
OHA comes these days from earned 
revenue, with additional monies from 
donations from foundations, business-
es and museum members. If you aren’t 
yet a member, consider joining since 
for the low membership fee you get 

quite a value for your investment 
in this local treasure. Following 
the tour, door prizes from OHA’s 
retail outlet were awarded to sev-
eral lucky Rotarians including Pat 
Spadafora who quipped that he’d 
just picked the Red Queen. To-
day, even absent lunch, we were 
nourished with plenty of fasci-
nating history, thanks to John M. 
and Gregg Tripoli, our tour guide, 
par-excellence.  z
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OHA showcases our rich history and signifigance   << from pg.  1

Ray Leach (standing) was reprimanded by the driver more 
than once to stay seated on the Rotary bus to OHA.

Syracuse Rotary's Outstanding High School Senior Awards
Next week, nine Syracuse High Schools will each send two High Achieving Seniors

Senior Awards Committee

Next Friday, The Rotary Club of Syr-
acuse will once again honor the out-
standing achievements of high school 
seniors from several area high schools. 
This year, nine schools within the Syr-
acuse City School District were each 
asked to identify two high performing 
students within their senior classes for 
recognition at our annual ceremony, 
for a total of eighteen young men and 
women.

The annual event is one of the 
high-water marks of our club and al-

ways proves to be uplifting for our 
members as well as rewarding for the 
students. So, don’t miss next week’s 
meeting.

The recipients of the Rotary Club 
of Syracuse 2017 Outstanding High 
School Senior Award are: 
CHRISTIAN BROTHERS ACADEMY
Tessa Queri & Jon-Christopher Whelan

CORCORAN HIGH SCHOOL
Jaclyn Turner & Ahmed Shaalan

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY - CENTRAL
Jarfara Davis & Zau Jat N-Hkum

FOWLER HIGH SCHOOL
Brooklyn Spinks & Bilal Algahim

BISHOP GRIMES HIGH SCHOOL
Molly McInerney & Zachary Jones

HENNINGER HIGH SCHOOL
Zahabu Kamanda & Travis Romeo

FAITH HERITAGE 
Kristi Hartmann & James D'Imperio

BISHOP LUDDEN
Emmalin Harris-Boyden & John Duffy

NOTTINGHAM
Karen Schneider & Fahim Rahman

2016 Outstanding Senior Awardees and their advisors during last year's ceremony
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PETER SEIFFERT
Birthday: April 30
Joined: June 1985

WILLIAM "BILL" McCRADY
Birthday: May 6
Joined: December 2015

HAROLD "HARRY" SCHUMM
Birthday: May 12
Joined: December 1974

No photo of 
Bill McCrady 

available

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

THE CAROUSEL OF PRESIDING PAST 
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESIDENTS

PP (current) Robert 
Sherburne (2014-15) 
will be at the helm this 

Friday, followed by 
PP Dan Morrow (1993-

94) next week.

19 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
May 12, 2017.

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING LOCATIONS
The following dates (subject to change) Syracuse Rotary 

meetings will move from The Onondaga Room to The University 
Room (formerly the Members Lounge) at Drumlins:

May 12  |  June 9

FRIDAY  |  MAY 12
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
MAY MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

THIS FRIDAY  |  MAY 12
S Y R A C U S E  R O TA R Y 

F O U N D AT I O N
ANNUAL MEETING  |  12:10PM  |  DRUMLINS

NO ROTARY MEETING MAY 26
Memorial Day Weekend

New Member Application: 
Notification Week 2 of 2

Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  Syr-
acuse, Inc., the following prospective member: Adam King, 
has been approved for membership in The Rotary Club of 
Syracuse, Inc. by the Board of Directors on April 14, 2017. 
By-Law Article X - Election to Membership, Section 1 - 
Active members, Sub-section 3 and 4, state:

3) Upon submission of the application to the Classifications 
and Memberships Committees, the name of the proposed mem-
ber, the firm represented, the classification under which he or she 
is proposed, and the name of the sponsor shall be published in the 
Rotary Press for two successive weeks, during which period any 
member of the Syracuse Rotary Club in good standing may file 
written objections with the Rotary Office, which shall refer the 
same to the proper committee for consideration.

4) Upon completion of the publication an the deliberations of 
Classifications and Membership Committees, the Committees 
shall report at the next meeting of the Board of Directors. If both 
Committees recommend approval, the Membership Committee 
shall move for election of the prospective member.

THE INDIVIDUAL LISTED BELOW HAS SUBMITTED APPLICA-
TIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP TO THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE, 
INC. VIA ELECTRONIC FORM AT WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG or 
HARD-COPY APPLICATION FORM. THE SECOND AND FINAL SYR-
ACUSE ROTARY PRESS PUBLICATION FOR THIS APPLICANT WILL 
BE MAY 5, 2017.

*********************************************************
DATE OF APPLICATION: MARCH 24, 2017
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: ADAM KING
FIRM/EMPLOYER: BOUSQUET HOLSTEIN
CLASSIFICATION: TBD
SYRACUSE ROTARIAN SPONSOR: JAMES GLADZISZEWSKI
RECEIVED VIA: WEBSITE APPLICATION FORM

*********************************************************

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS

Laura & Pat 
Spadafora, with 
Peter Seiffert 
peeking from 
behind, excited to 
tour the OHA with 
fellow Rotarians 
last Friday.
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Daya & Dimple 
Visit Webster Pond
Dr. Dayaprasad Kulkarni

After listening to the inspiring 
talk from Chad Norton on April 
28, Dimple and I decided to spend 
the evening at Webster Pond. I 
must say we had a very relaxing 
time walking along the scenic, 
well-maintained path feeding the 

birds and enjoying the sun.  We also got to see the many kids with grandparents, families having a good time and the birds 
enjoying a meal safely. Something Dimple mentioned instantly was "It felt like the pond was cared for and had a welcoming 
feeling." I am so glad we are supporting this community space that brings families together and keeps the birds safe.  z

Thank you for sharing ~ Jim, editor

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of April 28 RCS Meeting
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Note - There was no Rotary Press issued 
the week of May 5.

April 28 ~ Prez Bob Sherburne was 
back at the podium this week in the 
Lower Member’s Lounge (that is, 
the lounge on the first floor behind 
the restaurant, not a lounge for low-
er members....). As usual we pledged, 
sang God Bless America (as only PP 
Brad can render it) and listened to Prez 
Bob’s thoughtful invocation focusing 
on Earth Day. We also took a moment 
of silence to remember Barbara Leach, 
Ray’s wife, who sadly passed away this 
past week.

PP/Treasurer Dan was recognized 
to report that 6 members have not 
yet paid their dues for this past year. 
Presumably you know who you are, 
so please take care of that obligation 
right away, as the Club depends on the 
funds, and we don’t want to lose you. 
On a happier note, Dan also reported 
on a recent film at the Palace Theater 
during the International Film Festival 
which was attended by about 150 ref-
ugees whom Syracuse Rotary paid to 
transport there. Dan said that a good 
time was had by all.

We welcomed back former Sergeant 
at Arms, Harry Schumm and his wife, 
Agnes, who confessed that following 
his recuperation from illness he found 
a pouch full of meal money which he 
customarily took home to count. Ap-
parently, it got lost in the shuffle, but 
honest to the day, Harry proudly turned 
it over to Treasurer Dan for proper ac-
counting. We sang happy birthday to 
Pat Spadafora who couldn’t believe he 
was turning a young 87. Many happy 
returns of the day, Pat. We’re count-
ing on your being with us until at least 
100...

PP Jim reminded us that this coming 
week, May 5, we bus off to the Onon-
daga Historical Society for a field trip. 
No lunch will be served but the bus will 
depart Drumlins for the OHA about 
noon, so bring along a sandwich if need 
be. OHA’s Gregg Tripoli has an en-
tertaining program awaiting us which 
you won’t want to miss. You’ll also want 
to be on hand as it’s reported that PE 
Marylin Galimi may be driving the 
bus...

Bob Sargent, fresh from the snows 
of Utah (or is it Colorado?), drew for 
the 50/50 Red Queen, but came up 
short, leaving the $5 once again to John 
Marsellus who promptly redeposited 

his winnings to the Happy Dollars ac-
count. Lots of other happy dollars in-
cluding one from Harry (just happy to 
be here), Allen Kosoff (happy about his 
upcoming art exhibit at the Westcott 
Community Center), PP Jim G (happy 
to be able to play golf again), Dr. Daya 
(happy to have by chance met up with a 
former school mate) and Marylin (hap-
py to promote DeWitt Rotary’s Pan-
cake Day coming up at Shoppingtown 
on Saturday, May 13).

PP Jim introduced our special guest, 
Webster Pond’s Chad Norton, who 
thanked Syracuse Rotary for our 2016 
$1500 grant to Friends of Wildlife to 
assist in the purchase of a tractor for 
summer grounds maintenance and a 
snow thrower attachment to be used to 
clear the half-mile trail around the lake 
at Webster Pond. Chad also updated us 
on the latest at Webster Pond which 
is open to the public year round from 
sun up to sun down. If you haven’t vis-
ited yet, treat yourself to one, and while 
you’re there, say hi to Chad who makes 
everything run smoothly there. Web-
ster Pond is now a Forever Wild Na-
ture Conservation Area with all sorts 
of wildlife, natural greenery, a lake and 
well kept trails.  z
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Dimple (L) and Daya (R) with Chad Norton. Webster Pond and a few of its inhabitants.


