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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of 4/21
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

April 21 ~ Fred Fiske, retired long 
time Editorial Writer for the Post Stan-
dard, joined us today, as we went down 
memory lane with Fred who has penned 
over 9,000 editorials in his distinguished 
career. He has enjoyed a fascinating life 
in journalism, and he shared much of it 
with us including his favorite editorial. 
But more on that later.

Prez Bob Sherburne returned to 
wield the gavel for the first time in a 
long while, as various PPs have done 
the honors for the past several weeks. 

Not missing a beat, we pledged, sang 
America (under PP Brad’s precise ba-
ton) and then heard an inspiring invo-
cation from Brad recalling the famous 
Doolittle Raid over Tokyo some 75 
years ago which changed the course of 
history.

Brad said that all is in readiness for 
our Rotary outing to Symphoria this 
Saturday evening, April 22, where 9 
stalwarts have signed up to have dinner 
at the Downtown Marriott followed by 
the concert featuring noted pianist, Jon 

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETS IN UNIVERSITY ROOM
The April 28 Club meeting will be in the former Downstairs Member Lounge

This Week: The Valley's Friends of Wildlife
Webster Pond's Chad Norton to give Grant Update

Program Committee

In 1960, the Anglers Associ-
ation of Onondaga made Web-
ster Pond its home through a 
long term lease with the city of 
Syracuse. The land originally 
belonged to Revolutionary War 
veteran Ephraim Webster. 

The Anglers Association was 
formed in the spring of 1890 by 
local sportsmen who were angered 
over the pollution and exploita-
tion of fish in Oneida Lake. With the 
appointment of Thomas G. Alvord as 
chairman a constitution and by-laws 
were created. In the beginning, the An-
glers Association of Onondaga paid for 

game wardens from their own pockets 
due to lack of financial support from 
the NYS Conservation Department. A 
few years later, with pressure from area 
businessmen and the Syracuse News-

see  FISKE page 4 >>
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A Look Ahead

see WEBSTER page 2 >>

APRIL 28
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
DOWNSTAIRS MEMBERS LOUNGE

Program 
Grant Update: Chad Norton, 

President of Friends of Wildlife

MAY 5
12:00 pm

OHA Club Field Trip 
NO LUNCH MEETING

Look for details in The Rotary 
Press. Sign up now!

MAY 12
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Board of 
Directors May Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

12:15 pm 
Foundation Annual Meeting

Program 
CONSENSUS Redux

MAY 19
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Trustee May Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Syracuse Rotary's Annual 
Outstanding High School 

Seniors Award Presentation

"Nature's best kept sectret". Webster Pond in the 
Valley section of Syracuse.
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papers, New York State eventually 
provided permanent funding for game 
wardens.

When the Anglers Association 
moved in to the Webster Pond site, it 
was strewn with trash and was being 
considered for use as a landfill. The 
pond was reclaimed and, after much 
hard work, Webster Pond is now a For-
ever Wild Nature Conservation Area. 
Wild life common to the area include: 
ducks, Canada geese, heron, purple 
marten, deer, fox, mink, raccoon, squir-
rel, woodchuck, opossum, turtles, and a 
mute swan “Lilly”. 

The Anglers Association of Onon-
daga is the oldest continuously active 
sportsmen’s’ club in New York State 
having passed its 100th  birthday in 
1990. It is also the only active conser-
vation organization located within the 
confines of the City of Syracuse. Many 
prominent individuals have been mem-
bers of the organization, including for-
mer Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and 
Ronald Regan. 

The Onondaga County Federation of 
Sportsmen Clubs was founded in 1951 
to unify 33 clubs throughout Ononda-
ga County. The Anglers Association of 
Onondaga has been a member since 
its founding. They have participated 
in The Pheasants Afield Program, The 
North Eastern Sports Show, Wally 
Taber Shows, the Sportsmen’s’ March 
on Albany, The Oneida Lake Fishing 
Pier, and National Hunting and Fish-
ing Day.

The Anglers Association of Onon-
daga also holds the copyrights to the 
Oneida Lake Fishing Maps, stemming 
from the group’s earlier association 
with Oneida Lake. Today, the Anglers 
have been able to provide college schol-
arships in the biological related fields, 
magazine subscriptions, book dona-
tions and audio/visual tapes and equip-
ment to the Betts Branch of the Onon-
daga Public Library, as well as hosting 
various groups of people at the pond. 

Webster Pond is the venue for band 
concerts and arts & crafts shows during 

the summer. The Association sponsors 
two children annually to a week long 
DEC camp where they can enjoy var-
ious outdoor activities including an 
NRA course and survival skills. They 
also offer the Junior Angler Fishing 
Program at the Pond for boys and girls 
7-15 years of age. The program runs 
from April through September. Juniors 
can catch and keep two trout per week 
of any size. 

Webster Pond is open to the public 
from sun up to sun down year around.

In 2016, The Rotary Club of Syracuse 
presented Friends of Wildlife a $1,500 
grant to assist in the purchase of a trac-
tor for summer grounds maintenance 
and a snow thrower attachment to be 
used to clear the half-mile trail around 
the lake.

In Chad's application for funding 
he stated, "...we attempted to do this 
(clear snow) last year using an out of 
date tractor with a homemade plow 
that we found at a yard sale. After one 
winter we realized it was too small and 
not heavy enough to move the snow in 
a timely manner".  z
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Webster Pond: a sanctuary with in the city               << from pg.  1

Ramon Leach's Wife, Barbara, Passes at 88
syracuse.com

Barbara A. Leach, 88, was born in 
Iowa and graduated from Iowa State 
University with a degree in Technical 
Journalism.

While in school she was the publisher 
of “The Iowa Homemaker”, a campus 
magazine shipped statewide. A profes-
sional honorary society for women in 
journalism, Theta Sigma Phi, selected 
her as a member.

After a short time in Milwaukee, 
Barbara and her husband, Ramon D. 
Leach moved to Syracuse. She initial-
ly had a job with an advertising agency, 
but soon after embarked on a career as 
public relations director for the Syra-
cuse YWCA. Barbara originated a pro-
gram called “Ladies Day Out” which 

provided many helpful, interesting as 
well as entertaining programs for the 
participants. The program ran for many 
years until Barbara retired from the “Y” 
to pursue a full time career of moth-
erhood. Being without a paid position 
did not stop this woman with bound-
less energy from volunteer work. 

Barbara was on the original Board of 
Directors of Habitat for Humanity and 
has chaired the annual Adult/Young-
ster Bowl-A-Thon project for the last 
sixteen years. Her volunteer work with 
Habitat earned her the coveted “Impact 
Award” for Nonprofits in 2012

She was an active member of the On-
ondaga Hill Presbyterian Church. 

Barbara was very proud of her Com-
munity Service award from Syracuse 
Rotary which is presented to a person 

who exemplifies the Rotary’s motto of 
“Service Above Self ”.

Barbara is survived by a loving hus-
band of just under 67 years, Ramon D. 
Leach, son, Philip G. Leach, daughter-
in-law Roxann and grandson Philip 
Leach, son Douglas M. Leach, partner, 
Ana Landau, grandson Justin, grand-
daughters Hannah and Sarah (Mrs. 
Kevin Howell) and greatgrandson 
Benjamin Howell.

Friends may call 4-7 PM Thursday at 
the Greenleaf Funeral Home, 503 W. 
Onondaga Street in Syracuse. Services: 
10am Friday at the Onondaga Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 4797 Makyes 
Road in Syracuse. Burial: Onondaga 
County Verterans Memorial Cemetery.

Contributions may be made to: The 
Onondaga Hill Presbyterian Church, 
Syracuse Habitat for Humanity or The 
Syracuse Rotary Foundation.  z
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MARY LOU THOMPSON
Birthday: April 25
Joined: August 2002

DAVID "DAVE" deSILVA
Birthday: April 27
Joined: September 1991

PATRICK "PAT" SPADAFORA
Birthday: April 27
Joined: January 1993

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

THE CAROUSEL OF PRESIDING PAST 
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESIDENTS

PP (current) Rev. Robert Sherburne (2014-
15) will be at the helm of Syracuse Rotary 
on April 28. Marylin Galimi is scheduled 
for May 5, however, there will be no 
"offcial" meeting on May 5 due to the 
OHA Field Trip. That leads us to May 12 
where lucky Bob gets to do it again. Thank 
you Rev. for being a good sport.

*** ROAD TRIP *** FRIDAY MAY 5 ***
INSTEAD OF A REGULAR FRIDAY LUNCH MEETING 
AT DRUMLINS, SYRACUSE ROTARY WILL BE MAKING 
A ROAD TRIP TO THE ONONDAGA HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION MUSEUM IN DOWNTOWN SYRACUSE

Look for a sign-up sheet on the 
hospitality table at Friday's Club 
meeting and reserve your spot. There 
will be the options to either park at 
Drumlins and take our Rotary bus to 
the museum or make your own way 
downtown. Stay tuned for more details.

20 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
April 28, 2017.

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING LOCATIONS
The following dates (subject to change) Syracuse Rotary 

meetings will move from The Onondaga Room to The University 
Room (formerly the Members Lounge) at Drumlins:

April 28 (downstars)  |  May 12  |  June 9

FRIDAY  |  MAY 12
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
MAY MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

NO ROTARY MEETING MAY 26
Memorial Day Weekend

New Member Application: 
Notification Week 1 of 2

Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  Syr-
acuse, Inc., the following prospective member: Adam King, 
has been approved for membership in The Rotary Club of 
Syracuse, Inc. by the Board of Directors on April 14, 2017. 
By-Law Article X - Election to Membership, Section 1 - 
Active members, Sub-section 3 and 4, state:

3) Upon submission of the application to the Classifications 
and Memberships Committees, the name of the proposed mem-
ber, the firm represented, the classification under which he or she 
is proposed, and the name of the sponsor shall be published in the 
Rotary Press for two successive weeks, during which period any 
member of the Syracuse Rotary Club in good standing may file 
written objections with the Rotary Office, which shall refer the 
same to the proper committee for consideration.

4) Upon completion of the publication an the deliberations of 
Classifications and Membership Committees, the Committees 
shall report at the next meeting of the Board of Directors. If both 
Committees recommend approval, the Membership Committee 
shall move for election of the prospective member.

THE INDIVIDUAL LISTED BELOW HAS SUBMITTED APPLICA-
TIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP TO THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE, 
INC. VIA ELECTRONIC FORM AT WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG or 
HARD-COPY APPLICATION FORM. THE SECOND AND FINAL SYR-
ACUSE ROTARY PRESS PUBLICATION FOR THIS APPLICANT WILL 
BE MAY 5, 2017.

*********************************************************
DATE OF APPLICATION: MARCH 24, 2017
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: ADAM KING
FIRM/EMPLOYER: BOUSQUET HOLSTEIN
CLASSIFICATION: TBD
SYRACUSE ROTARIAN SPONSOR: JAMES GLADZISZEWSKI
RECEIVED VIA: WEBSITE APPLICATION FORM

*********************************************************

THIS WEEK'S BIRTHDAYS
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Fiske has written over 9000 editorials                         << from pg.  1

Kimura Parker, playing Grieg’s Piano 
Concerto in A minor, op. 16. Plan on 
attending Brad’s next Symphoria out-
ing which are always fun, gastronomi-
cally filling and musically satisfying.

Prez Bob brought us the sad news 
that Ray Leach’s wife, Barbara, passed 
away yesterday. The Club extends its 
sincere sympathies to Ray and his fami-
ly. Barb was always a welcomed guest at 
our meetings which she attended with 
some regularity for our special events. 
She will, indeed, be missed by all.

We wished Ryan Clapper happy 
birthday, in absentia, and greeted guest 
Stephanie Bartling, Development and 
Marketing Coordinator for the Syra-
cuse City School District Educational 
Foundation.

No visiting Rotarians today, so Prez 
Bob moved on to introduce PP Dan 
Morrow to handle the 50/50 and hap-
py dollars. After a pregnant pause while 
Dan hunted for the cards, PP Pete Seif-
ert drew for the Red Queen but missed, 
leaving the $5 to John Marsellus. Hap-
py dollars flowed again today with one 
from Pete (I almost won the pot...), 
another from Brad (just a happy camp-
er), Dan (celebrating his 50th wedding 
anniversary with the lovely Lynn), John 
M. (just returning the favor), our guest 
Fred (just happy to be here) and Maria 

(happy for the delicious chocolate des-
sert).

PP Volker introduced our speaker 
and long time friend, Fred Fiske, a re-
tired senior editor of the Post Standard. 
Originally from Massachusetts, Fred 
settled in Syracuse with his wife and 
6 kids in the late 70’s where, not long 
after, he took over the editorial writing 
responsibilities for the paper. Noting 
that he has always liked lawyers (who 
doesn’t...?), politicians and Rotarians, 
he said that he always took seriously 
the first two prongs of the Four Way 
Test--Is it the Truth and is it Fair to 
all Concerned--in writing his many 
editorials, noting humorously that the 
last 2 prongs weren’t exactly conducive 
to good editorial writing--Will it build 
Good Will and Better Friendships and 
Will it be Beneficial to all Concerned?

Fred took pride in the fact that he en-
tered journalism at its apex in the 60’s 
and thoroughly enjoyed what he did for 
many years until his retirement about 4 
years ago as news reporting, as he knew 
it, was beginning to tank. Among his 
highlights: Having lunch in the White 
House with President Reagan, with his 
red tie, being called upon by President 
Reagan at a White House Press Con-
ference and having his question in the 
headlines the next day, being a Pulitzer 
Prize judge and, as aforesaid, writing 

more than 9000 editorials, perhaps the 
best of which he never wrote. Explain-
ing, Fred said that there was internal 
debate at the paper as to how to handle 
the reporting on the impeachment of 
Bill Clinton. He felt that the investi-
gation was corrupt and didn’t want to 
advocate for the Senate’s conviction. 
Others disagreed, with the result that 
no editorial was written, essentially af-
firming Fred’s position. 

As an editorial writer, Fred learned 
never to predict and said that research, 
conciseness, a lawyerly approach and 
passion were vital prerequisites, some-
thing he always strived to achieve. 
Among his favorite Editorial Board 
guests over the years, he cited Mario 
Cuomo, Daniel Patrick Moynihan and 
Hilary Clinton.

Concluding his presentation, Fred 
argued that there will always be a place 
for news truth telling, noting that his 
daughter, Molly, didn’t fall too far from 
the tree in that she presently is the Mid 
East Chief for the LA Times. Great 
story teller, passionate community cit-
izen and ardent advocate for over 9000 
causes, Fred’s presentation was mem-
orable, entertaining and informative.  
And at the end Principal Pat leaned 
in and with a twinkle in his eye said, 
sotto voce, he hopes Fred adds him to 
the list of famous people he’s met. Why 
not!  z

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

Ward Vuillemot (center) receiving District 7150's 
"Lifetime Achievement Award" for his service 
in creating CNY Books for the World from DG 
Peter Cardamone (left) and RI President's Rep. 
Matthew Kane (right) on April 22 during the 
District 7150 Conference in Saratoga Springs.

Rtn. Ward Vuillemot Receives Award
from Skaneateles PP W. Conole's remarks

"...For the past three decades Ward has 
been the heart and soul of the Skaneateles 
Rotary Club. By his actions and by his 
many and enduring contributions, Ward 
exemplifies the Rotary motto of “Service 
Above Self ”.  Ward served with distinc-
tion as our District Governor and over the 
past twenty years he has served as District 
Trainer, active participant on the PETS 
Committee, Literacy Committee, Rotary 
Foundation Committee, and many aspects 
of district action and governance.

In 2008, after his introduction to the 
Houston-based Books for the World, 
Ward created CNY Books for the World, 
when the first of almost 700 pallets (over 
500,000 books) were shipped. It involved 
Rotarians sending used textbooks and 
English language readers gathered and 
packed in the USA to Rotarians in South 
Africa and seventeen other countries for 
distribution to schools, libraries, teachers 
and educators.

Our District is part of one of the most 
successful, club-level, Rotarian projects 
currently operating in the World".  z


