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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of 4/14
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

April 14 ~ It was a stunningly gor-
geous spring day, perhaps accounting 
for the lighter than usual attendance. 
But the traditional Rotary collegiality 
was not to be diminished as we gath-
ered for yet another Friday at Drum-
lins. Today we heard an informative and 
powerful presentation on the current 
state of refugees given by an old friend 
of Rotary, Beth Broadway, President/
CEO of InterFaith Works, a Syracuse 
based 41 year old non profit which, in 
addition to its other work, has been set-

tling refugees for over three decades. 
But more on that later.

PP Denny wielded the gavel today, 
reminding us that on this day in his-
tory, many years ago, Lincoln was shot, 
the Titanic hit that fateful iceberg and 
perhaps most significantly Jesus was 
crucified on this so called Good Friday. 
Pretty heavy stuff, but Denny contrast-
ed it with our good fortune to be alive 
and kicking today, enjoying great Rota-
ry fellowship and looking forward to a 
good meal and a very topical program. 
All good stuff....

This Week: News Writer Fred Fiske
Retired Senior Editor of The Syracuse Post Standard

see  BROADWAY page 2 >>
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A Look Ahead
APRIL 21
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
April Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Fred Fiske 

Local news and Feature writer

APRIL 28
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Grant Update: Chad Norton, 

President of Friends of Wildlife

MAY 5
12:00 pm

OHA Club Field Trip 
NO LUNCH MEETING

Look for details in The Rotary 
Press and at the next few Club 

Meetings. Sign up now!

MAY 12
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Board of 
Directors May Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

12:15 pm 
Foundation Annual Meeting

Program 
CONSENSUS Redux

April is Maternal & Child Health Month
Rotary District 7150

“What Does Rotary Do?” Rotary 
carries out sustainable projects in Ed-
ucation, Clean Water & Sanitation, 
Economic Development, Peace, and 
Disease Prevention that bring positive, 
lasting change to vulnerable mothers 
and children. Rotary Maternal and 
Child Health projects in each of these 
areas promote life-saving gains for 
mothers and infants in communities 
locally and globally.

At least 7 million woman and infants 
die each year due to malnutrition, poor 
health care, and inadequate sanitation 
– all preventable causes that Rotary is 
hard at work on preventing! The Ro-

tary Foundation reaches mothers and 
children in need by improving access 
to essential medical services. Rotary 
provides education, immunizations, 
birth kits, and mobile health clinics 
where women and midwives are taught 
prevention of mother-to-infant HIV 
transmission, how to breast-feed, and 
provided antibiotics for disease preven-
tion for themselves and their babies.

Rotary funds maternity hospitals and 
medical screening to provide pre- and 
postnatal care to mothers and training 
to support trained healthcare providers 
in the practical management of child-
birth emergencies to reduce maternal 
mortality.  z
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With that we pledged, sang God Bless 
America (a la Strait) and listened to PP 
Denny’s invocation which featured a 
prayer by Mother Teresa advocating 
for the elimination of injustice around 
the world. There being no birthdays or 
visiting Rotarians, we welcomed back 
John Marsellus’ lovely  granddaugh-
ter, Chloe, as our honored guest today. 
Denny moved on to the 50/50 where 
our speaker, Beth, got to draw for the 
Red Queen, but alas no luck, so the $5 
went to PP Gary Wilson. Again, lots of 
happy dollars today including one from 
Chloe, another from speaker Beth, one 
from PP Gary and yet another from Al 
Falcone (who was celebrating 55 years 
in SRC to the day as well as his 61st 
wedding anniversary!) 
Many happy returns of the 
day, Al, and travel safely as 
you spend the rest of your 
April in Paris.

Brad reminded us of our 
SRC outing at Symphoria 
on Saturday, April 22. PP 
Denny followed by urging 
good attendance at our 
Club’s exciting May 5 no 
lunch field trip to the On-
ondaga Historical Associ-
ation. He also announced 
that we will not be meet-
ing on May 26 as it’s Me-
morial Day Weekend.

PP Denny introduced our speaker, 
Beth Broadway, who brought with her 
today “The Refugee Story”, and what a 
story it is, ladened with personal, heart 
wrenching stories of the trauma cur-
rently being experienced by real, peace 
loving refugees who love America. 
Beth shared with us the onerous, wide 
ranging impact of the current refugee 
ban which she argues has no rationale 
basis in national security or otherwise. 
She also discussed the vetting process 
which involves at least 2 years of close 
scrutiny including a very effective 13 
step process, adding that the current 
vetting process works just fine and 
that it is simply not true that refugee 
resettlement in the US is a source of 

terrorism. Presently, notwithstanding 
the injunctions outstanding against the 
refugee ban, vetting by the government 
is pretty much inexplicably at a stand-
still, so the future of refugee arrivals is 
uncertain. Beth said that the need for 
the US to re-open our historically wel-
coming gates to refugees is critical, par-
ticularly since there are about 21 mil-
lion people currently in UN Refugee 
Camps--that’s 21 million people trying 
to escape torture or worse, while there 
are approximately 44 million more ref-
ugees elsewhere. Beth concluded her 
presentation by affirming InterFaith 
Works’ commitment, notwithstand-
ing the financial stress caused by the 
refugee ban, to continue to serve the 
refugees who are already here, while at-
tempting to maintain capacity to serve 

those refugees who 
will arrive when the 
ban is lifted. In addi-
tion, planning for the 
long haul, IFW will 
be expanding its foot-
print with a new ref-
ugee transition home, 
an initiative to settle 
some refugees in Ca-
zenovia and an even 
more robust series of 
dialogue circles orga-
nized by its ground-
breaking El Hindi 
Dialogue Center.  z
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*** ROAD TRIP *** FRIDAY MAY 5 ***
INSTEAD OF A REGULAR FRIDAY LUNCH MEETING 
AT DRUMLINS, SYRACUSE ROTARY WILL BE MAKING 
A ROAD TRIP TO THE ONONDAGA HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION MUSEUM IN DOWNTOWN SYRACUSE

21 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
April 21, 2017.

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING LOCATIONS
The following dates (subject to change) Syracuse Rotary 

meetings will move from The Onondaga Room to The University 
Room (upstairs Members Lounge) at Drumlins:

May 12  |  June 9

Look for a sign-up sheet on the 
hospitality table at the next few Club 
meetings and reserve your spot. There 
will be the options to either park at 
Drumlins and take our Rotary bus to 
the museum or make your own way 
downtown. Stay tuned for more details.

Broadway: Refugee arrival in US uncertain              << from pg.  1

InterFaith Works President/CEO, Beth Broadway receives the Club's mug from PP 
Dennis Baldwin at last Friday's meeting.
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SYRACUSE ROTARIAN BIRTHDAY

RYAN CLAPPER
Birthday: April 19
Joined: March 2015

THE CAROUSEL OF PRESIDING PAST 
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESIDENTS

PP Volker Weiss (2012-13) will be 
at the helm of Syracuse Rotary on 
April 21 followed by PP Vernon 
Lee (2011-12) on April 28. Marylin 
Galimi is scheduled for May 5, 
however, there will be no "offcial" 
meeting on May 5 due to the OHA 
Field Trip, but Marylin can still count 
it, if she is so inclined.

Answer phones on WCNY's phone bank 
or assist in other areas during Tel-Auc. 
Contact Debbie Stack: 315.453.2424 or 
debbie.stack@wcny.org.

FRIDAY  |  APRIL 21
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
APRIL MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

VOLUNTEER FORM

April 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 
and May 5 & 6 

TelAuc is our annual auction featuring merchandise from 
merchants throughout the region and beyond – and it’s all up for 
bid!  WCNY needs the help of volunteers to make the auction a 
success.  The biggest need is in the auction phone bank where 
volunteers use a simple form to record bids from eager callers.  
Training, food, and fun are part of the event.  For volunteers 
scheduled for the second shift who would like to eat, please plan 
to arrive by 7:30 p.m. WCNY will confirm your shift 
assignments prior to the start of TelAuc 2017.  Thank you!

INDIVIDUAL VOLUNTEER

SELECT NIGHTS YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO VOLUNTEER

2017

Thursday, April 20
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, April 21
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, April 22
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Thursday, April 27
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, April 28
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, April 29
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, May 5
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, May 6
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.

Return your completed form by March 31 

to Debbie Stack by email or mail. 

Call for questions!

Debbie.Stack@wcny.org

415 W. Fayette St. | Syracuse, NY 13204 

(315) 453-2424 

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:    ZIP CODE:

PHONE:

CELL PHONE:

EMAIL:

AUCTION VOLUNTEER POSITIONS THAT INTEREST ME
(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):

Phone Bank Operator – Take bids

Phone Bank Runner – Brings bids from operators to updaters

Bid Updater – Quickly post bids on computers

Confirming Operator – Calls winning bidders

Warehouse Asst. – Pulls and displays merchandise

Hospitality Asst. – Help with volunteer food service 

Anything – Put me where I’m needed!

NO ROTARY MEETING MAY 26
Memorial Day Weekend

Bone up on Consensus' Final Modernization Report
Syracuse Rotary will host in-depth discussion with the commission's co-chairs on May 12

Jim Morrow, editor

One conclusion I have made during 
my relatively short stint as a Rotarian 
is: discussion about polarizing issues 
makes for good Rotary luncheon pro-
grams. If that's true, our program on 
May 12 should be outstanding. Un-
less you have been living under a rock 
for the last four or five years, you have 
heard, read, or watched news develop 
about Onondaga County's commision 
on local government moderization, 
better known as Consensus. Interst-
ingly, Onondaga County is the first in 
New York to create such a commsion 
which makes Consensus the first to 
issue a final report on its findings and 
reccommendations accumulated since 
January of 2014.

Back in February, during a presen-
tation from CenterStateCEO at Syra-
cuse Rotary, questions about the then 
newly released, 112-page final report 
cropped up from those in attendance. 
Even though our speaker did her best to 

answer the questions, there simply was 
not enough time to discuss the report 
in any great detail. Our program com-
mittee decided it was important to have 
Consensus return for another presenta-
tion, with possibly a longer-than-usual, 
more indepth discussion. With that in 
mind, educating yourself on the con-
tent of the report would be of benefit at 
the May 12 meeting.

The report's overview states, "The set 
of recommendations contained in this 
report is the product of multiple re-
ports, hundreds of meetings, thousands 
of public comments, reams of analyzed 
data, and countless hours invested by 
volunteer Commissioners and resi-
dents, all with a common goal: To take 
steps within our region’s control that 
position us to be more collaborative, 
cooperative and competitive. The report 
is also, most importantly, the product 
of feedback the Commission received 
from you. Residents and stakeholders 
throughout the community offered 

feedback to our “options” report early 
in 2016. We heard you. We heard what 
you liked and did not like; what ener-
gized you and concerned you; and what 
you wanted – and did not want – in our 
final recommendations".

The end of the overview states, " The 
Commission is realistic. We know it is 
likely that nobody will naturally em-
brace every recommendation in this 
report. Some will support recommen-
dations others oppose, and oppose rec-
ommendations others support. That is 
what makes the status quo so power-
ful, and progress difficult. But make 
progress we must. The opportunities 
to strengthen our region’s future are on 
our side, and time is not".

The sheer volume of information 
contained in a report of a little over 
100 pages is amazing to me. A tremen-
dous effort deserving of your attention. 
Please take the time to read it before 
our meeting on May 12. https://www.
cgr.org/consensuscny/ z

mailto:debbie.stack@wcny.org
https://www.cgr.org/consensuscny/
https://www.cgr.org/consensuscny/
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