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This Week at Rotary: The Refugee Story
InterFaith Works' President/CEO Beth Broadway speaks Friday

Program Committee

Since the inauguration of President 
Trump, two Executive Orders have 
been issued related to refugee resettle-
ment, immigration, and limitations on 
travel from six predominantly Muslim 
countries. There have been serious ram-
ifications of this for the Syracuse area. 
The Order halts the arrival of new ref-
ugees for at least four months and se-
verely limits refugee resettlement for 
our nation going forward. This prevents 
mothers from joining their children, 
husbands from joining their wives and 
families, and sisters from joining their 
brothers. The Order also limits the ar-
rival of people from predominantly 
Muslim countries. History has shown 
us the danger of this kind of discrim-
ination. Jews, Sikhs, Mormons and 

other Christian traditions have been 
targeted in this way, just to name a few. 
In this presentation, InterFaith Works’ 
President and CEO, Beth Broadway, 
will illuminate the content of the Exec-
utive Order and the impact on the areas 
resettlement agencies, the economy of 
our community, and the refugees them-
selves.

InterFaith Works was founded in 
1976 to build bridges of understanding 
among people of different religions and 
across racial divides. In the U.S. climate 
of concern for interracial understand-
ing during the decades of civil rights 
activity, InterFaith Works aligned to 
fulfill this important function. The 
agency was also ahead of the curve on 
creating interreligious understanding, 

see  BROADWAY page 3 >>
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A Look Ahead
APRIL 14
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
InterFaith 's CEO Beth Broadway 

"The Refugee Story"

APRIL 21
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
April Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Fred Fiske 

Local news and Feature writer

APRIL 28
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Grant Update: Chad Norton, 

President of Friends of Wildlife

MAY 5
12:00 pm

OHA Club Field Trip 
NO LUNCH MEETING

Look for details in The Rotary 
Press and at the next few Club 

Meetings. Sign up now!

Leadership of some of Syracuse’s Ethnic Community Based Organizations meet with IFW 
President/CEO, Beth Broadway
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Story: Syrian Refugees in Syracuse
Two families arrive amid ups and downs of Trump's travel ban

syracuse.com  |  February 7, 2017

Two families of Syrian refugees flew 
into Hancock Airport in February to 
start new lives in Syracuse - even as a 
federal court was, at the time, consider-
ing whether to indefinitely ban the U.S. 
resettlement program.

Wearing new winter coats, nine chil-
dren and four adults poured through 
the arrival gate to the welcome of a 
dozen Catholic Charities workers. 
One worker held a 
sign she thought said 
"Welcome" in Ara-
bic, but an interpreter 
teased her that she 
had mistakenly writ-
ten "Beautiful."

The families may 
have seized a short 
window of opportu-
nity to seek refuge 
in America. Rafiq al-
Saleh, his wife Ghada 
Dibo and their three 
children fled Aleppo, 
where a civil war has 
destroyed the city, left 
more than 400,000 
people dead and mil-
lions seeking refuge 
on other shores. For 
two years, they lived in Jordan, along 
with millions of other Syrians in limbo.

The family was approved for U.S. re-
settlement and they were planning to 
fly to Syracuse when President Donald 
Trump issued an executive order that 
indefinitely banned Syrian refugees 
from entering the country.

Instead, they remained in Jordan with 
their clothes and family photographs 

packed in suitcases. They had sold all 
of their furniture. Four days later, they 
received word that U.S. policy had 
changed and they would be allowed 
entry into the U.S. after all. They flew 
out of Amman Airport and arrived in 
Syracuse.  Dibo said she never doubted 
they would make it someday.

"I was so happy," Dibo said through 
an interpreter. "I'm very satisfied to be 
here."

Sadam Alali and his wife Samar Ali 
and their six daughters, who fled Da-
mascus for Jordan in 2013, also arrived 
in Syracuse. They said one of their twin 
daughters has a medical condition and 
they are hoping for better health care.

Amid protests and court orders, the 
status of Trump's immigration order 
was confusing and quickly changing. 
As one of his first official acts as Presi-

dent, Trump signed an executive order 
that suspended the refugee program for 
120 days, indefinitely banned Syrian 
refugees and barred U.S. entry for 90 
days for citizens of Iran, Iraq, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syria and Yemen. The countries 
have a majority-Muslim population.

Protestors flooded airports around 
the country, including Syracuse, insist-
ing that "refugees are welcome here."

Eventually, state and federal courts 
lifted parts of the ban and travel re-
sumed for some. 

The al-Saleh family fled Aleppo two 
years ago, sneaking through the desert 

at night, according an 
NPR reporter who 
interviewed in Jor-
dan.

Rafiq al-Saleh was 
a high school geogra-
phy teacher in Alep-
po. He is willing to do 
any work in Syracuse, 
he said at the airport.

"I will accept any-
thing," he said. "I will 
work at anything."

Al-Saleh chose to 
resettle in Syracuse 
on the advice of a 
friend who took the 
same path. Kamal 
Japareny, also from 
Syria, arrived in Syra-
cuse about six months 

ago with his wife and their 8 children.
Japareny also greeted the family at 

the airport and with hands clapping, 
he tried to help them navigate the con-
fusing revolving door at the arrival gate 
and helped carry their bags. He served 
the family lunch at his house before 
taking them to their new apartment.

Japareny had been holding the key in 
his pocket for days.  z
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22 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
April 14, 2017.

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING LOCATIONS
The following dates (subject to change) Syracuse Rotary 

meetings will move from The Onondaga Room to The University 
Room (upstairs Members Lounge) at Drumlins:

May 5  |  May 12  |  June 9

Rafiq al-Saleh and his family arrive in Syracuse from Jordan. Pictured is his wife Ghada 
Dibo, Elaf 14 mos. The family had been in Jordan for two years before that Aleppo Syria. 
Feb. 7, 2017.   Dennis Nett | dnett@syracuse.com
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working first among Catholics, Protestants, and 
Jews, and then expanding to include Muslims, 
Sikh, Buddhist, Mormon, Baha’is, and other 
faith groups. The need for this work heightened 
after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, and continues to 
serve as a vehicle to address hate towards those 
who are considered “different.”

Over the years, the agency added social service 
programs to address the needs of people who are 
vulnerable, low-income, targets of oppression, 
and refugees who arrive through the federal ref-
ugee resettlement programs, fleeing war, political 
repression, and famine. Programs to address the 
needs of frail elderly, of those in prisons, hospi-
tals, and nursing homes, and programs to address hunger 
and housing have been a part of InterFaith Works. These 
programs will continue to be a part of our human service 
work. In the coming decade, the core of the agency’s work 
will focus on creating dialogue on community issues and 
promote the racial and religious diversity of our commu-
nity.

Beth Broadway became president and CEO of IFW 
in 2010. She started as a consultant, helping to found the 
agency's CommunityWide Dialogue to End Racism in 
1995 and later ran the program. More than 10,000 peo-
ple in the Syracuse area have participated in a dialogue. 
Last year, it grew into the Ahmad & Elizabeth El-Hindi 
Center for Dialogue.  z
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*** ROAD TRIP *** FRIDAY MAY 5 ***
INSTEAD OF A REGULAR FRIDAY LUNCH MEETING 
AT DRUMLINS, SYRACUSE ROTARY WILL BE MAKING 
A ROAD TRIP TO THE ONONDAGA HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION MUSEUM IN DOWNTOWN SYRACUSE

THE CAROUSEL OF PRESIDING PAST 
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESIDENTS

Jimmy Carter was POTUS when PP 
Dennis Baldwin's reign as Syracuse 
Rotary President began 40 years 
ago. Not much has changed since 
then, but everything's different now. 
Denny has the honor of leading 
Syracuse Rotary from the front 
Friday and next week, PP Volker 
Weiss (2012-13) will do the same.

Look for a sign-up sheet on the 
hospitality table at the next few Club 
meetings and reserve your spot. There 
will be the options to either park at 
Drumlins and take our Rotary bus to 
the museum or make your own way 
downtown. Stay tuned for more details.

NO BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

Broadway leads IFW                      << from pg.  1 SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY BRASS ENSEMBLE 
SPRING POPS CONCERT
Sunday, April 23  |  3:00pm - 5:00pm

United Church of Fayetteville  |  310 East Genesee Street  |  Fayetteville
 Proceeds will benefit the Refugee Resettlement Program of InterFaith Works of CNY.

Adults: $10  |  Children (under 12): $5

Syracuse University Brass Ensemble 
Spring Pops Concert 

Sunday, April 23, 2017 
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

United Church of Fayetteville 
310 East Genesee Street 

Fayetteville, NY 13066 

Proceeds will benefit the Refugee Resettlement Program of InterFaith Works of 
Central New York 

 

TICKETS 
Adults: $10 

Children (12 and under): $5 
 

For more information or for sponsorship and advertising opportunities, call: 
(315) 637-3186 or email office@theucf.org 

 

Sponsored by: To benefit: 

www.theucf.org www.interfaithworkscny.org 

 

Answer phones on WCNY's phone bank 
or assist in other areas during Tel-Auc. 
Contact Debbie Stack: 315.453.2424 or 
debbie.stack@wcny.org.

FRIDAY  |  APRIL 14
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
APRIL MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

FRIDAY  |  APRIL 21
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
APRIL MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

VOLUNTEER FORM

April 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 
and May 5 & 6 

TelAuc is our annual auction featuring merchandise from 
merchants throughout the region and beyond – and it’s all up for 
bid!  WCNY needs the help of volunteers to make the auction a 
success.  The biggest need is in the auction phone bank where 
volunteers use a simple form to record bids from eager callers.  
Training, food, and fun are part of the event.  For volunteers 
scheduled for the second shift who would like to eat, please plan 
to arrive by 7:30 p.m. WCNY will confirm your shift 
assignments prior to the start of TelAuc 2017.  Thank you!

INDIVIDUAL VOLUNTEER

SELECT NIGHTS YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO VOLUNTEER

2017

Thursday, April 20
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, April 21
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, April 22
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Thursday, April 27
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, April 28
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, April 29
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, May 5
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, May 6
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.

Return your completed form by March 31 

to Debbie Stack by email or mail. 

Call for questions!

Debbie.Stack@wcny.org

415 W. Fayette St. | Syracuse, NY 13204 

(315) 453-2424 

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:    ZIP CODE:

PHONE:

CELL PHONE:

EMAIL:

AUCTION VOLUNTEER POSITIONS THAT INTEREST ME
(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):

Phone Bank Operator – Take bids

Phone Bank Runner – Brings bids from operators to updaters

Bid Updater – Quickly post bids on computers

Confirming Operator – Calls winning bidders

Warehouse Asst. – Pulls and displays merchandise

Hospitality Asst. – Help with volunteer food service 

Anything – Put me where I’m needed!

NO ROTARY MEETING MAY 26
Memorial Day Weekend



www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor
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