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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: Recap of 3/31
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

March 31, 2017 ~ Not exactly a 
bright spring day, but official greeter 
for the day, PP Denny, did his best to 
offer a cheerful welcome to the 25 or so 
hearty Rotarians and guests who braved 
the cold and rain--only to score a 6 out 
of 10 on the greeter scale, quipped PP 
Jim (Curmudgen) Morrow....  Moving 

directly from his collection duties, Jim 
presided today in the absence of Jim 
Glad who was reported missing in ac-
tion. 

Under Jim’s gavel we pledged, sang 
America the Beautiful (PP Brad style) 
and gave way (and sat down) to big John 
Lewien’s  C invocation (as he called it). 

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETS IN UNIVERSITY ROOM
The April 7 Club meeting will be in the former Upstairs Member Lounge

This Week: Dr. Dayaprasad Kulkarni
Syracuse Rotarian returns from India and will share his experience

see SICK page 3 >>
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A Look Ahead
APRIL 7
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
University Room (Members Lounge) 

PP Gary Wilson (2013-14) presiding

Program 
Dr. Daya Kulkarni 

His recent international travels

APRIL 14
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
InterFaith 's CEO Beth Broadway 

"The Refugee Story"

APRIL 21
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
April Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Fred Fiske 

Local news and Feature writer

APRIL 28
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Grant Update: Chad Norton, 

President of Friends of Wildlife

Dr. Daya (left) was inducted 
as an honorary member of 
the Rotary Club of Bangalore. 
Above, he exchanges Club 
banners with Ranga Rao, the 
Club's President.

With District Governor of District 3190, HR Ananth (center), 
and a visiting Rotarian, Ramesh Shah (right), from the 
Cleveland Rotary Club.

The Mobile Ophthalmic 
bus donated as a part of 
GG in 2014 which has seen 
over 2000 patients, so far. 

Dr. Daya at the District 3190 
Conference in February.
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SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY BRASS ENSEMBLE 
SPRING POPS CONCERT
Sunday, April 23  |  3:00pm - 5:00pm

United Church of Fayetteville  |  310 East Genesee Street  |  Fayetteville
 Proceeds will benefit the Refugee Resettlement Program of InterFaith Works of CNY.

Adults: $10  |  Children (under 12): $5

Tillie's Touch Soccer Seek Sponsors
2016-17 Grant Recipient Expects 300 Kids This Year

Dale Johnson | Tillie's Touch

Tillie’s Touch provides children in the Syracuse area an opportuni-
ty to play organized soccer and achieve academic success. As of 2016, 
children who participated in the program over a four-year period had 
a 100% high school graduation rate. Additionally, all of these young 

adults contin-
ued their educa-
tion by going to 
college, proving 
the organization 
produces better 
athletes, students, 
and individuals.

In 2016, over 
200 children par-

ticipated in the league and this year there is anticipatation for over 
300 to sign up. A majority of children playing in this league are from 
inner city families who are not able to afford the registration fees to 
play. Tillie’s Touch is providing opportunities for them this spring 
and is actively seeking sponsorships from local businesses, families, 
and individuals to run the Fifth Annual Tillie's Touch Recreational 
Spring Soccer League at Grant Middle School in Syracuse. 

The organization is asking for $200 team sponsorships to assist in 
the purchase of uniforms, shin guards, cleats, soccer balls, socks, and 
other equipment.

Over 10,000 refugees have settled in Syracuse in recent years. Half 
of them are children. Tillie’s Touch is open to all kids in Central 
New York, but primarily serves the refugee population in the greater 
Syracuse area from fifteen countries on three continents. Soccer is 
a familiar element they can relate to and a soccer field is their safe 
haven, allowing them to briefly escape their daily struggles.

To sponsor a team in the Tillie's Touch Soccer League, email Dale 
Johnson at djohns35@aol.com or call him at 315-254-8569.

Syracuse University Brass Ensemble 
Spring Pops Concert 

Sunday, April 23, 2017 
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

United Church of Fayetteville 
310 East Genesee Street 

Fayetteville, NY 13066 

Proceeds will benefit the Refugee Resettlement Program of InterFaith Works of 
Central New York 

 

TICKETS 
Adults: $10 

Children (12 and under): $5 
 

For more information or for sponsorship and advertising opportunities, call: 
(315) 637-3186 or email office@theucf.org 

 

Sponsored by: To benefit: 

www.theucf.org www.interfaithworkscny.org 

 

Former Syracuse 
Rotary Member Dies

Richard E. Knodel passed last Wednesday
syracuse.com

March 29, 2017 ~ Richard Ernest Knodel 
died and stepped into the presence of his Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ on Wednesday. Richard 
was the only son of Adolph H. and Harriett S. 
Knodel. His surviving sisters, Patricia Smarzo, 
Nancy Haylor and Sally Heidrick will miss him 
greatly.

Dick, as he was more commonly called, was 
a veteran of World War II serving in the Pa-
cific with the Army Air Corps as a tail gunner. 
He was president of Knodel Wholesale meats 
in Syracuse till he retired. He had the blessing 
of two wonderful wives in his lifetime. He was 
married to his dear wife Virginia for 62 years 
till her death in 2009. Surviving their parents 
are Richard E. Knodel Jr., William S. Knodel, 
Wendy K. Mutchler, Peter M. Knodel, Sherri K. 
Dundon, and Terri Hitchcock. These children 
gave him the joy of 12 grandchildren and 17 
greatgrandchildren. At age 88 Dick was sur-
prised by love when he met his equally dear 
wife Eleanor Blum. They were married in Sep-
tember of 2014. Fromher,heinherited 6 more 
grown children, 16 grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren. Though short, their life together 
was very sweet.

Dick accepted Christ while in the service and 
served Him faithfully. He was a member of the 
Syracuse Alliance Church where he participat-
ed in a variety of ministries. Dick also prepared 
and served lunch to the students of the Eagle 
Wings Academy and was a mentor at the local 
Teen Challenge.

A memorial service will be held to celebrate 
his life on Thursday, April 13th at 7 PM at the 
Syracuse Alliance Church, 3112 Midland Ave., 
Syracuse, NY 13205.

Contributions may be sent to either Eagle 
Wings Academy, 2200 Valley Drive, Syracuse, 
NY 13207 or Teen Challenge, 124 Furman St., 
Syracuse, NY 13205 in memory of Dick.

Denny Baldwin remembers, "Dick was a ter-
rific member of Syracuse Rotary for many years, 
helping out in so many ways especially at Camp 
Goodwill".  z
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*** ROAD TRIP *** FRIDAY MAY 5 ***
INSTEAD OF A REGULAR FRIDAY LUNCH MEETING 
AT DRUMLINS, SYRACUSE ROTARY WILL BE MAKING 
A ROAD TRIP TO THE ONONDAGA HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION MUSEUM IN DOWNTOWN SYRACUSE

ROTARIAN BIRTHDAY
GEORGE "BUTCH" 
De ANGELO
Birthday: April 3
Joined: December 1988

THE CAROUSEL OF PRESIDING-PAST-PRESIDENTS
This week, PP Gary Wilson (2013-14) will be at the 
helm for our first April meeting. Who will be next? PP 
Dennis Baldwin, that's who! Denny's reign as President 
began 40 years ago... And, what a reign it was. I was 
10, but I'm told it was one of Syracuse Rotary's finest.

23 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
April 7, 2017.

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING LOCATIONS
The following dates (subject to change) Syracuse Rotary 

meetings will move from The Onondaga Room to The University 
Room (upstairs Members Lounge) at Drumlins:

April 7   |  May 5  |  May 12  |  June 9

Look for a sign-up sheet on the 
hospitality table at the next few Club 
meetings and reserve your spot. There 
will be the options to either park at 
Drumlins and take our Rotary bus to 
the museum or make your own way 
downtown. Stay tuned for more details.

That’s not C as in a grade, but C for 
confession, climate change and coffee 
(or something like that). John covered 
all the bases today in his engaging in-
imitable style, and when he finished PP 
Jim thanked him for a good program 
and adjourned the meeting. Well, not 
quite. 

We sang happy birthday to long time 
Syracuse Rotarian, Vern Lee, who re-
minded us that he first joined SRC in 
1959. We greeted DG Assistant, Kevin 
Fallis, from the Sunrise Club and De-
Witt Rotary Prez and DG to be, Sher-
yl Matt. It was wonderful to see Bob 
Pickett back among us today, along 
with his lovely spouse, Jane, who was 
duly greeted among the visitors.

Mary Lou deftly handled the 50/50 
today where Principal Pat drew for the 
Red Queen, only to land the 5 of Clubs, 
leaving the big $5 to lucky Charlie 
Beach. Lots of happy dollars today 
including a few from Assistant DG, 
Kevin, who pitched the upcoming Dis-
trict Assembly and District Conference 
and Prez Sheryl who invited us all to 

DeWitt Rotary’s annual Pancake Day 
coming up on May 13. One final hap-
py dollar came from PP Dan (Travelin’ 
Man) Morrow who said he wouldn’t 
think of us while happily in Florida 
next week anymore than he did while 
in Cancun earlier in the year....

PP Jim announced our first meet-
ing away from home in awhile will be 
a field trip to the Onondaga Historical 
Association at noon on Friday, May 5 
where OHA Director, Gregg Tripoli, 
has planned a full and enjoyable agenda 
for us. Don’t forget to sign up, as a bus 
is being arranged for from Drumlins 
to OHA for those who don’t want to 
drive. And please plan to eat first (or 
bring your lunch) as the logistics work 
against serving food at the OHA. 

Allen Kosoff, Program Chair, ably 
introduced our speaker, Dan Martini, 
President of Three Peaks Energy Corp. 
who brought us a message about the 
importance of energy conservation via 
energy audits and follow up fixes. If only 
for health reasons, Dan urged that ev-
ery building, new or old, should be test-
ed, as “sick” buildings make sick people 
and... poor investments. Among other 

aspects of a building, Dan said that 
they check chimneys, roofs, crawl spac-
es, basements, furnaces, hot water heat-
ers, flue pipes, gas lines, etc. as they’re 
the leading culprits. Dan reminded us 
that the first focus of any energy audit 
should always be healthy indoor living 
conditions. In concluding he urged us 
to consider an energy audit, especially 
since for most of us they’re free, thanks 
to what we’re already paying to Na-
tional Grid. All one has to do is, first, 
apply to NYSERDA for an audit and 
then authorize a certified home per-
formance contractor to do it. For more 
information check out Dan’s website, 
www.threepeaksenergy.com where you 
can fill out the online audit application 
and fax it to NYSERDA. The rest is up 
to Three Peaks Energy and their audit 
team. And the extra nice thing is that if 
fixes are needed, you don’t have to look 
further than Dan’s firm to help. If you 
have any questions, he encourages calls 
at 315 673 0998. Citing Dan’s very in-
formative and timely presentation, PP 
Jim said in closing, “Dan, you’ve made 
an airtight case for energy audits”. 
Amen and good night.  z

Sick building, sick people   << pg.  1

The only 
picture 

we have 
of Butch is 
from 1988
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Answer phones on WCNY's phone bank 
or assist in other areas during Tel-Auc. 
Contact Debbie Stack: 315.453.2424 or 
debbie.stack@wcny.org.

Syracuse International 
Film Festival 2017 Kick-off

Ex-Club Member: SIFF Director of Development
Glen Ivers  |  Syracuse International Film Festival

The Syracuse International Film Festival (SIFF) is a 
non-profit 501c3 organization that is dedicated to engag-
ing, entertaining, informing, and inspiring the community 
through innovative film and media programs and film-
based special events throughout the year.

In this spirit, Glen Ivers, Director of Development for 
SIFF, has put together the kick-off event for the 2017 SIFF 
program year. It is a fund raising event on April 21 that will 
include "Samite in Concert", a screening of the award-win-
ning film "Queen of Katwe", and the twentieth anniversary 
screening of Glen's documentary "Song of the Refugee".

The program's gentle message about refugees who strive 
to support their families and to better themselves would 
serve as a counterpoint to the noise and confusion being 
generated around this topic today. It is an important affirm-
ing message for young refugees who are American citizens 
but are fearful about their future in their new country.

Glen states, "As a member of Syracuse Rotary twen-
ty years ago, the membership encouraged me as I filmed 
"Song of the Refugee" in refugee camps in West and East 
Africa during a time of great upheaval and crisis in those 
areas. Samite joined me on that trip, performed in all of the 
camps we visited, and has continued to raise the spirits of 
people in the United States and around the world".

Event VIP passes 
for the gala evening, 
called "Ambassodor 
Passports", are for sale 
at the pre-event price 
of $50 ($75 at the 
door). 

Glen says, "It would 
be wonderful to see 
some of my old friends 
from Rotary at the 
event".

If you have inter-
est in attending the 
event on April 21 at 
the Palace Theater in 
Eastwood, visit www.
filminsyracuse.com 
and click "Get 'Samite 
& The Queen' Gala 
Tickets".  z

Literacy Coalition 
Receives Top Honors

Julie McMahon  |  jmcmahon@syracuse.com

Syracuse's community literacy efforts have received top 
honors from the national Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading.

The Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County was 
named a "Pacesetter" for its work on helping children 
from low-income families learn to read.

The coalition puts on reading events, works with city 
schools and mails books every month to children under 
5 years old throughout Onondaga County through the 
Imagination Library.

Executive Director Virginia Carmody said an "indis-
putable momentum" is building in Syracuse to combat 
concentrated poverty through education and literacy. She 
cited rising graduation rates and the closing of achieve-
ment gaps as evidence for a shift.

She said the organization and its partners at the Early 
Childhood Alliance and Greater Syracuse HOPE have 
done this by addressing children's underlyinghealth prob-
lems, studying data and prioritizing kids in public hous-
ing.

The Pacesetter recognition also puts Syracuse in the 
running to be named an "All-America City." Buffalo and 
Rochester have both been named All-America Cities. 
Buffalo boasts this honor on a highway sign that can be 
seen driving west on Interstate 90.

The award recognizes communities where residents 
work together to tackle city or regionwide challenges.  z
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AMBASSADOR
PASSPORT

PA
LA

CE THEATER  •  SYRACU
SE

FR
ID

AY APRIL 21  •  6PM

Samite
& the Queen

The mission of the Syracuse International Film 
Festival is to engage, entertain, inform and 

inspire the community through innovative film 
and media programs and film-based special 

events throughout the year; to build partnerships 
and present programs that will enrich the CNY 

community through the world of international film.

Sustaining Partners

AN EVENING OF FILM, MUSIC, AND STORIES OF HOPE

www.filminsyracuse.com

The "Ambassador Passport" VIP pass for 
SIFF's "Samite & The Queen" gala event 
on April 21.

FRIDAY  |  APRIL 14
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
APRIL MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

FRIDAY  |  APRIL 21
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
APRIL MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

VOLUNTEER FORM

April 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 
and May 5 & 6 

TelAuc is our annual auction featuring merchandise from 
merchants throughout the region and beyond – and it’s all up for 
bid!  WCNY needs the help of volunteers to make the auction a 
success.  The biggest need is in the auction phone bank where 
volunteers use a simple form to record bids from eager callers.  
Training, food, and fun are part of the event.  For volunteers 
scheduled for the second shift who would like to eat, please plan 
to arrive by 7:30 p.m. WCNY will confirm your shift 
assignments prior to the start of TelAuc 2017.  Thank you!

INDIVIDUAL VOLUNTEER

SELECT NIGHTS YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO VOLUNTEER

2017

Thursday, April 20
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, April 21
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, April 22
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Thursday, April 27
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, April 28
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, April 29
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, May 5
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, May 6
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.

Return your completed form by March 31 

to Debbie Stack by email or mail. 

Call for questions!

Debbie.Stack@wcny.org

415 W. Fayette St. | Syracuse, NY 13204 

(315) 453-2424 

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:    ZIP CODE:

PHONE:

CELL PHONE:

EMAIL:

AUCTION VOLUNTEER POSITIONS THAT INTEREST ME
(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):

Phone Bank Operator – Take bids

Phone Bank Runner – Brings bids from operators to updaters

Bid Updater – Quickly post bids on computers

Confirming Operator – Calls winning bidders

Warehouse Asst. – Pulls and displays merchandise

Hospitality Asst. – Help with volunteer food service 

Anything – Put me where I’m needed!


