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Reading League's Dr. Murray Spells it Out
Evidence-based Reading Instruction & Assessment is crucial

James Morrow, editor

After you listen to Maria Murray de-
scribe the reasons her new non-profit 
exists, you may wonder how any of us 
learned how to read. Her examples of 
curriculum, still being used today, to 
teach children in the very beginning 

of their learning-to-read experience is 
atrocious -- "Add an 'e' to the word to 
make it look right". I mean, come on! 
Her perspective, as it pertains to the 
people who have spent thousands of 
dollars on their education to become 

This Week: Three Peaks Energy
An accredited "Building Performance Institute (BPI)

Program Committee

Three Peaks Energy 
Corp. Specializes in help-
ing clients identify and 
implement solutions to 
increase energy efficiency, 
reduce operating costs and 
improve indoor air quality 
in homes and buildings 
throughout central New 
York. They are an accred-
ited contractor working 
with New York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority (NYSER-
DA) through state programs such as 
the Home Performance with Energy 
Star Program, NY Sun Solar Incentive 
Program, Multifamily Program and the 
Commercial Lighting Program. With 
these programs, Three Peaks can qual-
ify construction and renovation proj-
ects for state sponsored grants, rebates 
and low interest loans made available 
through NYSERDA. The company 
also professionally installs the ener-
gy upgrades and equipment selected 

by their clients. Heating 
and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC), Spray Foam in-
sulation, LED Lighting 
and Air Purification sys-
tems are some of the more 
common components and 
areas where Three Peaks 
provide specialized instal-
lation and they also works 
with clients and munic-
ipalities outside of NY-

SERDA’s jurisdiction.
Daniel J. Martini, President of Three 

Peaks Energy Corp. holds certifications 
from the Building Performance Insti-
tute (BPI), Building Analyst, Build-
ing Envelope Specialist, and Heating 
Professional. He has been in the home 
building and remodeling industry for 
over thirty years with experience in 
commercial and residential applications 
of both new and existing homes and 
buildings. Mr. Martini oversees all in-
ternal company operations and directs a 

see A BUSY page 2 >>
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A Look Ahead
MARCH 31

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP J. Gladziszewski (1995-96) presiding

Program 
Dan Martini 

Three Peaks Energy Corp.

APRIL 7
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
University Room (Members Lounge) 

PP Gary Wilson (2013-14) presiding

Program 
Dr. Daya Kulkarni 

His recent international travels

APRIL 14
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
InterFaith 's CEO Beth Broadway 

"The Refugee Story"

APRIL 21
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
April Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Fred Fiske 

Local news and Feature writer

see ENERGY page 2 >>

Daniel Martini, President
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Energy audit can save you $   from pg.  1

team of qualified building technicians and me-
chanics in the field.

In order to qualify for and receive Energy Star* 
grants and funding you must have an “Energy 
Audit” performed by a Building Performance 
Institute (BPI) certified Building Analyst.

An energy “audit” or “assessment”is not a real 
estate home inspection report. The term “En-
ergy Audit” is commonly used in the building 
industry to refer to a “study” or “assessment” of 
a building for the purpose of determining the 
energy efficiency of a building. Highly trained 
and certified technicians use specialized equip-
ment designed specifically for this type of diag-
nostic work. Additionally, they check building 
air quality along with other health and safety 
measures as part of their evaluation.

Contrary to popular belief, even some new 
buildings are found to be poor energy users. An 
audit will let you know exactly how efficient 
your home or apartment is. Additionally, the au-
dit will clearly show you where the most cost ef-
fective improvements can be made and in what 
priority these measures should be implemented. 
You will learn what should be done first, how 
much each improvement will cost, how long it 
will take for that improvement to pay for itself, 
and when the improvement will actually start 
earning money for you. Tax benefits, govern-
ment grant money, and other incentives are 
available just for improving the comfort, health, 
safety and energy efficiency of your home.

Many people don’t realize that utility provid-
ers and the government are subsidizing millions 
of dollars of energy improvements going direct-
ly into the homes and apartments of those who 
are smart enough to apply for them.  z

teachers, comes from her own education and dedication to fixing the 
problem. The bottom line is teachers are not being made aware of 
evidence-based solutions or the tools available to be successful when 
their student struggles.

Our own Dr. Daya, who just got back from India, by the way, 
asked, at the end of the presentation, if teachers in this realm are 
required to obtain any type of certification renewal, much like doc-
tors and lawyers do on a regular basis. Maria's answer was, simply, 
no. In fact, only minimal training is offered to teachers who are now 
teaching the very basics of reading to children whose brains are in 
the most crucial phase of development. 

Dr. Murray says, "Reading is not involuntary or inherent. Reading 
written words is not a natural process for the human brain. It is has 
to be taught and then learned." 

So, a logical person would think it would be critical to have the 
latest and proven evidence in hand to support methods used to teach 
five- and six-year-olds the real reason the 'e' is at the end of LAKE 
is not because it looks right, it is right, and needs to be there to 
make it sound like lake. The Reading League's approach to using 
evidence-based interventions can change a student's life and make 
a difference when it involves a new reader who is struggling with 
existing teaching methods. 

It baffles me when a possible solution to a complex problem, like 
illiteracy, with scientific proof, a slew of professional support, and a 
game plan to make it work, is not embraced by the very institutions 
designed to combat the problem to start with. To me, it's a no brain-
er. 

It pleases me to know our Rotary Club funded The Reading 
League's recent grant request and I believe she may find continued 
support from us, moving forward. After all, we are the Literacy Club 
and we know all too well the problems illiteracy causes in our own 
community and all over the world. A super presentation, Maria!  

The list below is of publications and texts recommended by The 
Reading League:
1. Adams, M. (1990). Beginning to read: Learning about print. Cambridge, MA: MIT 

Press.
2. Beck, I. L., & Beck, M. (2013). Making sense of phonics: The hows and whys. New 

York, NY: Guilford Press.
3. Birsh, J. R. (Ed.) (2011). Multisensory teaching of basic language skills. Baltimore, 

MD: Brookes Publishing.
4. Kilpatrick, D. A. (2015) Essentials of assessing, preventing, and overcoming reading 

difficulties. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley and Sons, Inc.
5. Moats, L. (2010). Speech to print: Language essentials for teachers. Baltimore, MD: 

Brookes Publishing.
6. Munger, K. A. (Ed.). (2016). Steps to Success: Crossing the Bridge Between Litera-

cy Research and Practice. Geneseo, NY: Open SUNY Textbooks. Available online at: 
http://textbooks.opensuny.org/steps-to-success/

7. Shaywitz, S. (2003). Overcoming dyslexia: A new and complete science-based pro-
gram for reading problems at any level.  New York: Random House.

8. Wolf, M. (2007). Proust and the squid: The story and science of the reading brain. 
New York, NY: Harper.
z

Reading is not a natural process                     from pg.  1

Dr. Daya Returns to Syracuse
What would you do after two months of 

globe-trotting and visiting a dozen or so Ro-
tary Clubs? That's right! Go to Rotary! That's 
just what Dr. Dayaprasad Kulkarni did after 
his 7,000 mile return trip from India. Welcome 
back Dr. Daya. We have list of ideas to run by 
you and look forward to a full report on your 
travels and seeing the trading banners from all 
of those Rotary Clubs. While you were gone, I 
don't recall if you we volunteeered you for any 
upcoming projects, but I could be wrong.  z
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P&C Campaign Almost There
Goal: $10,000 and 100% Club Participation

James Morrow, P&C Committee Chair

John Lewien, Treasurer of The 
Syracuse Rotary Foundation, re-
ports the annual P&C Campaign 
has received pledges and gifts to-
taling $9,130 from 42 Rotarians, 
$870 shy of our $10,000 goal and 
well short of 100% member par-
ticipation. The twin goals can be 
achieved only if everyone pitches 
in. Thank you to those who have 
already given and if you’re one of 
those who just hasn’t got around 
to it, please join the effort now 
to replenish the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation’s coffers by pledging 
your generous support to this 
year’s P&C Campaign. Pledge 
cards are always available on 
Fridays at the hospitality table. 
Simply fill out a card and return 
it to myself, John Lewien, or mail 
it with your check to the Rotary 
Office at Drumlins.  z

Tel-Auc Volunteers Wanted
Help WCNY's 44th Annual On-air Auction

Debbie Stack  |  WNCY

Telauc is the annual auction featuring merchandise from 
merchants throughout the region and beyond – and it’s all 
up for bid! WCNY needs the help of volunteers to make 
the auction a success. The biggest need is in the auction 
phone bank where volunteers use a simple form to record 
bids from eager callers.

Training, food, and fun are part of the event. For volun-
teers scheduled for the second shift who would like to eat, 
please plan to arrive by 7:30pm. WCNY will confirm your 
shift assignments prior to the start of Tel-Auc 2017. 

Two shifts per night are available: (5:30pm thru 8:30pm) 
and (8:00pm thru 11:00pm) on the following Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays: April 20-22, April 27-29, and May 
5-6. If you have an interest in helping WCNY by answer-
ing phones on their phone bank or assisting in other areas 
during Tel-Auc, contact Debbie Stack at debbie.stack@
wcny.org or call her at 315.453.2424.  z

VOLUNTEER FORM

April 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 
and May 5 & 6 

TelAuc is our annual auction featuring merchandise from 
merchants throughout the region and beyond – and it’s all up for 
bid!  WCNY needs the help of volunteers to make the auction a 
success.  The biggest need is in the auction phone bank where 
volunteers use a simple form to record bids from eager callers.  
Training, food, and fun are part of the event.  For volunteers 
scheduled for the second shift who would like to eat, please plan 
to arrive by 7:30 p.m. WCNY will confirm your shift 
assignments prior to the start of TelAuc 2017.  Thank you!

INDIVIDUAL VOLUNTEER

SELECT NIGHTS YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO VOLUNTEER

2017

Thursday, April 20
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, April 21
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, April 22
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Thursday, April 27
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, April 28
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, April 29
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Friday, May 5
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.
Saturday, May 6
 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.
 8 - 11 P.M.

Return your completed form by March 31 

to Debbie Stack by email or mail. 

Call for questions!

Debbie.Stack@wcny.org

415 W. Fayette St. | Syracuse, NY 13204 

(315) 453-2424 

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:    ZIP CODE:

PHONE:

CELL PHONE:

EMAIL:

AUCTION VOLUNTEER POSITIONS THAT INTEREST ME
(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):

Phone Bank Operator – Take bids

Phone Bank Runner – Brings bids from operators to updaters

Bid Updater – Quickly post bids on computers

Confirming Operator – Calls winning bidders

Warehouse Asst. – Pulls and displays merchandise

Hospitality Asst. – Help with volunteer food service 

Anything – Put me where I’m needed!

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

*** ROAD TRIP *** FRIDAY MAY 5 ***
INSTEAD OF A REGULAR FRIDAY LUNCH MEETING 
AT DRUMLINS, SYRACUSE ROTARY WILL BE MAKING 
A ROAD TRIP TO THE ONONDAGA HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION MUSEUM IN DOWNTOWN SYRACUSE

2016-17 P&C CAMPAIGN

91%
$10K GOAL

SYR. ROTARIAN BIRTHDAY

VERNON 
"VERN" LEE
Birthday: March 27
Joined: June 1994

THE CAROUSEL OF PRESIDING-PAST-PRESIDENTS
This week, PP James Gladsiszewski (1995-96), who 
joined Syracuse Rotary in 1986, will run the show. Next 
up, PP Gary Wilson (2013-14) will be at the helm for 
the first Club meeting of April. Who will be next? 

24 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
March 31, 2017.

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING LOCATIONS
The following dates (subject to change) Syracuse Rotary 

meetings will move from The Onondaga Room to The University 
Room (upstairs Members Lounge) at Drumlins:

April 7  |  May 12  |  June 9

Look for a sign-up sheet on the 
hospitality table at the next few Club 
meetings and reserve your spot. There 
will be the options to either park at 
Drumlins and take our Rotary bus to 
the museum or make your own way 
downtown. Stay tuned for more details.

mailto:debbie.stack@wcny.org
mailto:debbie.stack@wcny.org
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