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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of 3/17
An Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, March 17 ~ Twas a mighty 
good day for the green, with the sun 
shining about as nice as it could shine-
-in honor of St. Pat’s Day, no doubt. 
Lots of green inside today including 
Big John Lewien with his snazzy green 
tie, Pat Spadafora all decked out for the 
Superintendent in his handsome green 

blazer and birthdayite, PP Brad, outfit-
ted nicely in a bright green sweater.

PP Jim Glad presided and gaveled 
us to order at the appointed time. We 
pledged, sang God Bless America (un-
der the precise direction of Brad) and 
listened, whilst seated, to a wonderful 
invocation by PP Gary Wilson who 

This Week: The Reading League
2016-17 Grant Recipient's Founder, Rotarian Dr. Maria Murray
Program Committee

The Reading League's 
mission is to "advance 
the use of evidence-based 
reading practices in ed-
ucation. A multitude of 
stakeholders comprises 
The Reading League: ed-
ucators, professors, re-
searchers, administrators, 
parents, people with dys-
lexia and other reading 
difficulty, school psychol-
ogists, speech and lan-
guage pathologists, coun-
selors, health care providers, attorneys, 
and more. 

Through live events held every oth-
er month in Central New York venues, 
professional development in schools, 
on-line video presentations, and more,  
The Reading League supports schools 
and communities by increasing the 
awareness, understanding, acceptance, 
and use of evidence-based reading prac-
tices. All of these services are provided 

to educators at no cost. 
The Reading League's pri-
mary purpose is to provide 
educators with knowledge 
of the evidence-based in-
structional methods that 
will lead to improved out-
comes in reading. 

Despite being a new 
nonprofit organization 
here in Central New York 
(formed in October 2015), 
The Reading League's 
growth has been impres-
sive. Originally a core 

group of a few dozen professionals, its 
membership has expanded to approx-
imately 1600 members from over 30 
states and 3 continents! State agencies 
are requesting The Reading League's 
assistance. Its videos on YouTube have 
received over 3,000 views in just the 
past few months, over 1,000 educators 
have attended its live events, it has en-
tered into long-term professional de-

see A BUSY page 2 >>
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A Look Ahead
MARCH 24

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP J. Gladziszewski (1995-96) presiding

Program 
Maria Murray of 

The Reading League

MARCH 31
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP J. Gladziszewski (1995-96) presiding

Program 
Dan Martini 

Three Peaks Energy Corp.

APRIL 7
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
University Room (Members Lounge) 

PP Gary Wilson (2013-14) presiding

Program 
OPEN DATE

APRIL 14
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
April Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
InterFaith 's CEO Beth Broadway 

"The Refugee Story"

see READING page 2 >>

Dr. Maria Murray joined 
Syracuse Rotary last July.
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Reading League has grown    from pg.  1

velopment plans with three area school districts, 
members from two other states have expressed 
an interest in starting Reading League chapters, 
it is preparing for its first annual conference 
featuring a highly sought after keynote speaker 
and other experts from around the country, and 
it is poised to publish a teacher-friendly quar-
terly journal beginning in 2018.  

Dr. Maria Murray, an associate professor of 
literacy at SUNY Oswego and CEO/Founder 
of The Reading League, attributes The Reading 
League's success to the fact that it is a one-of-
a-kind organization providing a much-needed 
message. No other organization exists to pro-
vide teachers with the knowledge of research 
that has succeeded in closing the achievement 
gap in reading. 

Last month, Dr. Murray's efforts were recog-
nized by the Central New York Reading Coun-
cil, as she was awarded with its annual Celebrate 
Literacy Award, given to those whose work im-
proves literacy in Central New York. The Board 
of Directors and members of The Reading 
League are highly appreciative of the support 
provided by the Syracuse Rotary in the form of 
a $2000 grant to partially fund the organiza-
tion's bi-monthly events.

Maria joined Syracuse Rotary last year and is 
a member of the Club's Literacy Committee, 
chaired by Dan Morrow.  z

fondly remembered his late wife, Jerri, as exemplifying the Beati-
tudes of a Leader (see inset on this page) which he read to us. Seems 
somewhat mystically, these Beatitudes just appeared one day not 
long ago as Gary was reviewing old files. So glad they did as they 
remind us of the basic principles which should, but don’t always, 
guide all leaders.

Brad announced that he was arranging a Syracuse Rotary outing 
at a Symphoria concert on Saturday, April 22 and encouraged those 
who wish to attend to let him know soon so that he can get the 
tickets. Dinner at the Downtown Marriott will precede the concert.

PP Jim introduced our special guests in the person of the Principal 
of Fowler High School, James Palumbo, and Syracuse City School 
District Chief of Staff, Monique Williams, who were on hand to 
support our speaker today, new SCSD Superintendent, Jaime (pro-
nounced “Hi Me”) Alicea.

We celebrated our birthday boys today--the “law firm” of Strait, 
Bertram and Platt by robustly singing to them (although secretly 
Brad was directing that piece of music as well....). PP Pete Seiffert 
drew, alas, unsuccessfully for the Red Queen, leaving the 50/50 five 
bucks to (drum roll, please) former club secretary, lucky Ray Leach. 
PE Marylin handled the Happy Dollars today and collected a bunch 
including one from Super Jaime who graciously said that he was 
happy to be in the company today of...Marylin.

Pat Spadafora did a terrific job of introducing Jaime whom we 
learned Pat had a hand in hiring when he was Director of High 
Schools, just a “few” years ago. Jaime, Pat reminded us, was just re-
cently unanimously appointed Superintendent and “is on his way to 
completing the American Dream after 34 years with the District.” 
Speaking without a mike Jaime came out from behind the podium 
to engage those assembled much as he engages students, parents, 
teachers and administrators alike--honestly,  enthusiastically and 
straight from the shoulder. 

He thanked Syracuse Rotary for its long time service to the kids of 
the District, especially with our annual high school student awards 
program and thanked the community for trusting him with the 
leadership of the Syracuse Schools. We learned that there are about 
21,000 students in the District plus a full day pre-K, all guided by 
the District’s new Gold Medal Initiatives which Jaime reviewed 
with us. They include pre-K expansion, increased academic support, 
family engagement and community partnerships, among many oth-
ers. His “breaking news” was that in the latest tally the District’s 
graduation rate had climbed to 61%, a recent high. Concluding his 
remarks Jaime said that his basic job is to make sure that the District 
has the programs to meet the needs of the kids and the community.

When asked by Pat, at the conclusion of a lively question and 
answer period, how he wanted to be remembered at the end of his 
tenure, Jaime promptly said “that the poorest city in the state had the 
highest graduation rate in the state”. Amen to that, and thanks Jaime 
for taking on this most difficult, but potentially very rewarding, po-
sition of community leadership. You certainly match up nicely with 
those Beatitudes of Leadership Gary mentioned.  z

A busy Friday for Syracuse Rotarians            from pg.  1

Beatitudes of a Leader
Blessed is the leader who has not sought the high 
places, but who has been drafted into service because 
of his ability and willingness to serve  •  Blessed is the 
leader who knows where he is going, why he is going, 
and how to get there  •  Blessed is the leader who 
knows no discouragement, who presents no alibi  •  
Blessed is the leader who knows how to lead without 
being dictatorial; true leaders are humble  •  Blessed 
is the leader who seeks the best for those he serves  
•  Blessed is the leader who leads for the good of the 
most concerned, and not for the personal gratification 
of his own ideas  •  Blessed is the leader who devel-
ops leaders while leading  •  Blessed is the leader 
who marches with the group, interprets correctly the 
signs on the pathway that leads to success  •  Blessed 
is the leader who has his head in the clouds but his 
feet on the groundBlessed is the leader who considers 
leadership an opportunity for service.

Author Unknown
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New Book Praises Rotary's Role in Fight to End Polio 
Sallyann Price  |  rotary.org

A new book in the field of public 
health highlights Rotary’s role in the 
global effort to wipe out polio, and 
places it in the context of humani-
ty’s relentless struggle to contain the 
world’s epidemics.

In “The Health of Nations: The 
Campaign to End Polio and Eradicate 
Epidemic Diseases” (Oneworld Pub-
lications), British journalist and Sun-
day Times best-selling author Karen 
Bartlett surveys the global landscape 
of epidemics past, present, and future. 
Beginning with the 1980 eradication of 
smallpox, she guides us through more 
timely threats such as the Ebola and 
Zika viruses, and looks ahead to a fu-
ture without malaria, measles, or polio.

“Who decided to rid the world of 
polio? Not politicians or global health 
organizations, as you might expect,” she 
writes, in one of several chapters devot-
ed to polio. “The starting gun was fired 
by Rotary International, a network of 
businessmen more used to enjoying 
convivial dinners, raising money for lo-
cal good causes, and organizing floats 
to carry Santa Claus around suburban 
neighborhoods at Christmas.”

Bartlett offers a comprehensive, read-
able account of the polio-eradication 
campaign’s history and Rotary’s un-
likely role as its chief advocate. From 
epidemiologist John Sever’s early sug-

gestion that Rotary adopt ending polio 
as an organizational mission to the first 
immunization drives in the Philippines 
and Central and South America, the 
world community doubted both the 
idea of a campaign targeting a single 
disease and Rotary’s capacity as a vol-
unteer organization to execute it.

The narrative traces Rotary’s mission 
to reach all the world’s children with 
Albert Sabin’s polio vaccine, the for-
mation of the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative (GPEI), and the struggle to 

interrupt transmission in the world’s 
poorest communities, particularly in 
densely populated countries like India, 
which has not reported a new case since 
2011.

“Polio eradication is a twentieth-cen-
tury dream, conceived by idealists and 
driven by big international institutions 
and mass mobilizations of volunteers, 
working together to make a better world 
for all,” Bartlett writes. “It must succeed 
or fail, however, in a twenty-first cen-
tury marked by factionalism, religious 
intolerance, and rising inequality.”

Aziz Memon, chair of Rotary’s Na-
tional PolioPlus Committee in Paki-
stan, is interviewed about the challenges 
facing his country, one of the few where 
polio remains endemic and conflict has 
slowed progress. Carol Pandak, director 
of PolioPlus at Rotary headquarters, 
weighs in on the contributions of the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, in 
both funding and high-profile advoca-
cy. Other prominent voices from Rota-
ry’s GPEI partners chime in through-
out.

Based in London, Bartlett has previ-
ously worked in politics and written for 
Newsweek and Wired. She’s produced 
documentary films and written non-
fiction books, including a biography of 
musician Dusty Springfield and a col-
laboration with Anne Frank’s stepsister 
Eva Schloss on Schloss’ memoirs.  z
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SYR. ROTARIAN BIRTHDAY

JOHN WATT
Birthday: March 20
Joined: May 1988

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESIDING-PAST-PRESIDENTS
PP James Gladsiszewski (1995-96), who joined Syracuse 
Rotary in 1986, will run the show on March 24 as well as 
the meeting for March 31. PP Gary Wilson (2013-14) will 
be at the helm for the first Club meeting of April around 
the time the temperature will break 25 degrees.

25 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing for 
March 24, 2017.

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING LOCATIONS
The following dates (subject to change) Syracuse Rotary 

meetings will move from The Onondaga Room to The University 
Room (upstairs Members Lounge) at Drumlins:

April 7  |  May 12  |  June 9
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