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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of 3/10
An Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, March 10, 2017 ~ Breaking 
news!!! Long time Syracuse Rotary 
member, Alex Charters, was made a 
SRC honorary member on Friday un-
der a new category reserved for distin-
guished members age 100 and over. PP 
Dan Morrow made the announcement 
to a standing ovation for Alex who 

joined Syracuse Rotary in 1952! Sadly 
for us, but happily for Alex, he will be 
moving shortly to be nearer his family. 
We thank Alex sincerely for his long 
service to his Club and wish him well 
as he departs Syracuse, but not before 
reminding him that there will always 
be a place at a Friday Rotary table for 
him.

This Week's Program: SCSD Superintendent
Interim since July, Jaime Alicea officially Super March 8

Program Committee | Patrick Spadafora

Jaime Alicea, the new leader 
of the Syracuse City Schools, 
started in the district over three 
decades ago as a kindergarten 
teacher’s aide. Education was 
his true passion and it has stuck 
around. On March 8 he was ap-
pointed the permanent super-
intendent of the school district, 
which contains 38 Elementary, 
Middle, K-8, Alternative Edu-
cation, and High schools.

With a Bachelor’s degree in 
labor relations from Puerto 
Rico, Jaime came to Syracuse 
in 1982 with no intention of 
staying, but instead, had a 
thought of a legal career. He 
became a kindergarten teacher’s aide 
and, eventually, a kindergarten teacher 
for five years when he identified edu-
cation as his calling. He went back to 
school and earned a master’s degree in 
foreign language education from Syr-

acuse University and intended to be a 
Spanish teacher, but turned his thoughts 
to administration. This eventually led to 
a principalship at a high school, where 
he continued to assist students and par-

see CHARTERS page  3
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A Look Ahead
MARCH 17

11:00 am 
Syracuse Rotary Foundation 

March Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

University Room (Members Lounge) 
PP J. Gladziszewski (1995-96) presiding

Program 
Syracuse City School District 

Superintendent

MARCH 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP J. Gladziszewski (1995-96) presiding

Program 
The Reading League

MARCH 31
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP J. Gladziszewski (1995-96) presiding

Program 
Dan Martini 

Three Peaks Energy Corp.

APRIL 7
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
University Room (Members Lounge) 

PP Gary Wilson (2013-14) presiding

Program 
OPEN DATE

see ALECIA page 2 >>

A photo of Syracuse Interim Superintendent Jaime 
Alicea playing jump rope with students at Clary Middle 
garnered at least 674 likes on Facebook. One user asked, 
"Have we ever had a super that cool?!"

John Berry Syracuse City School



Page - 2

FRIDAY, MARCH 17, 2017

Alicea received standing-ovation from board     from pg.  1

ents with continued success and the Community School of Central 
New York was born. He was now immersed in his career.

Mr. Alicea's high school work earned him a promotion, advancing 
to the rank of deputy superintendent and then became chief operat-
ing officer.

While in the district, he served on the board of the Rosamond 
Gifford Foundation and received a community service award from 
the NAACP. In 1996, he was recognized as the Latin Educator of 
the year from the association of Neighbors Committed to Latin Ad-
vancement.

Jaime enjoys trips to Spain, Brazil, It-
aly, and Cuba, practicing his love and 
expertise of photography. His ability to 
listen enhances him as a decision maker 
and leads him to success which the dis-
trict can now look.

On March 8, the Syracuse Board of 
Education named Jaime Alicea as the 
superintendent of the city schools.

Alicea took over as interim super-
intendent at the end of July. He was 
appointed following the departure of 
Sharon Contreras, who left to become superintendent of Guilford 
County Schools in North Carolina.

The seven-member board approved the appointment unanimously. 
Each board member spoke positively of Alicea's performance as in-
terim superintendent and the announcement of his appointment was 
met by a standing ovation among attendees of the board meeting.

The details of Alicea's new contract, including his annual salary and 
the length of the contract, were not immediately available, said board 
President Derrick Dorsey.

Dorsey said the board did not feel there was a need for a national 
search, a typical measure taken to fill leadership positions at large city 
school districts, because Alicea met or exceeded each of the expecta-
tions the board gave him.

The board was particularly impressed by Alicea's ability to fill key 
positions, particularly related to discipline, and his knack for building 
relationships, Dorsey said.

The board recently finished an employee evaluation, during which 
Alicea outperformed his goals, Dorsey said.

Alicea has been an employee of the Syracuse City School District 
for 34 years. He started as a teaching assistant in a kindergarten class 
at Seymour Elementary School.

In remarks at the board meeting, Alicea said he remembered his 
first day of work, Feb. 10, 1983, and how cold it was in Syracuse.

Alicea said he knew from that day that he wanted to make a life-
time commitment to the city school district. Still, he said he never 
thought he'd be sitting at the superintendent's desk.

Syracuse is one of the five largest school districts in Upstate New 
York. Alicea oversees about 21,000 students and more than 3,000 
employees.  z

Superintendent Jaime Alicea

A (Last?) Visit With Alex
Margaret & Alex leave Syracuse

Jim Morrow  |  editor Syracuse Rotary Press

I'm an extremely lucky person. So, are you - 
Syracuse Rotarian. You may be lucky because, 
perhaps, your 50/50 number was called by Mary 
Lou and now you have a chance at the red queen. 
You're certainly lucky that you didn't drip mush-
room soup on your tie last week. But, that is not 
the luck I'm talking about. You, Syracuse Rotar-
ian, are lucky because you have had the honor to 
serve in Rotary with one of the most consequen-
tial human beings you may have ever met.

Last week we bestowed an Honorary Mem-
bership on Alexander Charters who joined Ro-
tary in 1952. To be honorary, by definition, is not 
usually dependent on the usual requirements, du-
ties, or emoluments of a position or membership. 
I mean, Kermit the Frog received an honorary 
doctorate from Long Island’s Southampton Col-
lege in 1996. The Muppet-amphibian also gave 
the commencement address that year, so...

What is special and different about Alex's hon-
orary membership? Besides it being reserved for 
those 100 years of age or older, Syracuse Rotary, 
who has awarded only one or two others, actually 
considered its decision to honor Alex on the basis 
of Dr. Charters being honorable. Meaning, he is 
worthy of honor and respect, not only because he 
has eclipsed the century mark, but because of his 
significant contributions to our Rotary Club and 
our community over many decades. 

On Thursday, Alex and his wife of 65 years, 
Margaret, are moving from Syracuse, where they 
have lived for the last sixty years. What can I say 
other than it is an honor to know such a person 
and our Club is lucky to have counted Dr. Char-
ters as one of its members. Safe travels, sir, and it 
was a pleasure to sit and chat yesterday.  z

Dan and Jim Morrow, while visiting Alex on Wednesday, 
presented him with a DVD of his 100th birthday video 
compilation of Alex's lifetime of world travels. 
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SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETS IN UNIVERSITY ROOM THIS WEEK! 
APOLOGIES FOR THE MIS-INFORMATION LAST WEEK AND FOR 

ANY INCONVENIENCE IT MAY HAVE CAUSED.

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

SYRACUSE ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS

H. THOMAS "TOM" 
PLATT
Birthday: March 15
Joined: March 1978

RCS PRESIDING-PAST-PRESIDENTS
PP James Gladsiszewski (1995-96) 
will run the show on March 17 as 
well as the meetings for March 24 
and 31. Jim joined Syracuse Rotary 
in 1986. PP Gary Wilson (2013-14) 
will be at the helm for the first Club 
meeting of April, shortly after the 
snow melts, hopefully.

Charters made honorary member                   from pg.  1
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
MARCH MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

But all that followed PP Brad taking the gavel again 
this week--no funny business--to lead us in the pledge 
and a patriotic song whereupon Kevin Visconti gave us 
a thoughtful invocation which celebrated International 
Women’s Day held on March 8. PE Marylin, fresh from 
a very productive meeting the evening before with newer 
and older members, stood to announce that the Club will 
be taking a “field” trip to the amazing Onondaga Histor-
ical Association (OHA) on Friday, May 5 in lieu of our 
regular meeting at Drumlins. More details on this special 
OHA meeting will be forthcoming, but Marylin asked us 
all to mark our calendars now. Marylin also announced that 
beginning next Friday we will have 2 greeters at the door, 
one a newer member and the other a more senior member-
-just one of the good ideas that came out of Marylin’s new 
members meeting. 

There being no visitors today, Brad led us in singing 
happy birthday to Club Secretary, Mike George. He then 
called on Mary Lou Thompson to handle the 50/50 where 
PP Jim Morrow drew robustly but unsuccessfully for the 
Red Queen, leaving the five bucks to John Bertram. Lots 
of happy dollars today, many of which were for our newest 
honorary member, Alex. Kevin Visconti also put a $1 in 
the basket to celebrate his Dad’s successful battle against 
cancer for which we’re all happy. Alex expressed thanks for 
the honorary membership and joy for his 65 years of con-
tinuous membership in Syracuse Rotary during which he 
visited well over 100 other Rotary Clubs. In one word--
awesome!

PP Brad told us that he is arranging another Club out-
ing to Symphoria on April 22 for a concert entitled Parker 
(a noted pianist) Plays Grieg (a noted composer). Anyone 
interested should let Brad know right away so he can get 
the tickets.

PP Jim Morrow introduced our speakers, Bill and Ann 
Ganer, members of Syracuse’s Church of the Holy Family 
and leaders of its amazing food pantry--which, incidentally, 
was the recent recipient of a $1000 grant from Syracuse 
Rotary. We learned that through their Outreach Ministry 
the pantry serves between 80-100 households, two thirds of 
whom are adults and senior citizens with the remaining one 
third being children. In 2015 the Holy Family Food Pantry 
served over 31,000 meals to over 2000 people, with one 
third homebound requiring home delivery of their monthly 
order. The church is located at 127 Chapel Drive in Syra-
cuse. Kudos to Bill and Ann, their Holy Family team and 
their many partners for this very valuable community ser-
vice. 

Next week don’t miss Syracuse’s newest Superintendent 
of Schools, the very impressive Jaime Alicea. The greeters 
will be looking for you...  z

BRADLEY "BRAD" 
STRAIT
Birthday: March 17
Joined: March 1985

JOHN BERTRAM
Birthday: March 18
Joined: October 1986

26 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing as of 
March 17.
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Syracuse City Schools Graduation Rate Hits 60 Percent
Mayor Stephanie Miner commended Syracuse Interim Superintendent Jaime Alicea

syracuse.com  |  Julie McMahon  |  February 10, 2017

The Syracuse City School District's June graduation rate 
exceeded 60 percent last year, for the first time in 10 years. 
Syracuse high schools showed the largest gains on gradu-
ation rates of the five biggest school districts in the state, 
according to data released by the State Education Depart-
ment.

Syracuse's 2015 graduation rate was 54.5 percent. In 2016, 
60.9 percent of students graduated on time.

The overall graduation rate for New York state also inched 
upward this year, to 79.4 percent from 78.1 percent last year. 
The state's graduation rate is up more than 10 percent from 
where it was 10 years ago.

In Syracuse, all five high schools improved their gradua-
tion rates. Two leapt 10 percentage points in a single year. 
Here is a breakdown of how each of the Syracuse high 
schools did last year:
• Corcoran: 64 percent, up from 61 percent the year before
• Fowler: 44 percent, up from 34 percent
• Henninger: 61 percent, up from 55 percent
• Institute of Technology at Central: 89 percent, up from 

79 percent
• Nottingham: 66 percent, up from 62 percent
State education officials applauded the improvements, but 

said schools still have a long way to go, especially to close 
achievement gaps.

While statewide graduation rates for black and Latino 
students improved by 3 percent this year, their rates are still 
around 68 percent, compared with an 88 percent graduation 
rate among white students in the state.

Gaps also narrowed between low and high needs districts, 
students with disabilities, and students who don't speak En-
glish proficiently, but Education Commissioner MaryEllen 

Elia said in a statement that closing these gaps would be a 
priority for her department in the coming years.

In Syracuse, black and multiracial students slightly out-
performed their white peers when it came to graduation 
rates. Black and white students' rates are both around 64 
percent, white Latino students trail at 48 percent. Syracuse's 

dropout rate remained unchanged, at 16 percent. The state-
wide dropout rate is 6.5 percent.

Mayor Stephanie Miner commended Syracuse Interim 
Superintendent Jaime Alicea, his staff, teachers, students and 
parents for helping to improve the city's graduation rates. 
She attributed improvements in part to increased career and 
technical programs in the district and building updates at 
several schools.

"We have worked diligently to improve the conditions in 
our schools," Miner said in a statement. "While our work 
is not yet done, I look forward to continued progress in our 
city schools."  z

Recent Corcoran High School graduation at Mulroy Civic Center.
Photo by Ryan MacCammon

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETS IN UNIVERSITY ROOM
The March 17 Club meeting will be in the former Upstairs Member Lounge


