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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of 3/3
An Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, March 3, 2017 ~ A good 
crowd gathered on a cold, blustery day 
to enjoy Rotary fellowship and learn 
from Centerstate CEO about some 
important economic initiatives un-
derway in Central New York, plus an 
update on Consensus which recently 
issued its final report on ways to mod-

ernize local government. All good stuff 
worth knowing more about.

But first, under PP Brad Strait’s 
precise baton, we pledged, sang God 
Bless America and listened to PP John 
Lewien invocate as only John can in-
vocate--no fake news to be heard... 
Resuming control, Brad expressed the 

SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETS IN UNIVERSITY ROOM
The March 10 Club meeting will be in the former Upstairs Member Lounge

This Week: 2016-17 Grant Recipient Update
Syracuse's Church of the Holy Family Food Pantry

Program Committee

The Holy Fam-
ily Food Pantry's 
mission is to care 
about and provide 
for those in need 
in the community 
and to ensure that 
no one is forced 
into the reality 
of not knowing 
where their next 
meal is coming 
from.

Through their 
Outreach Minis-
tries, the pantry 
serves between 80 and 100 households 
in our community. Two-thirds are 
adults and seniors and one-third are 
children. The pantry serves a five-day/
fifteen-meal grocery order following 

the CNY Food 
Bank guidelines 
ensuring each 
meal contains two 
servings from the 
Vegtable and Fruit 
food group and a 
serving from two 
of the other food 
groups, Meat & 
Dairy and Grains.

In 2015, the 
Holy Family Food 
Pantry served over 
31,000 meals to 
over 2000 people 
with one-third 

homebound requiring  delivery of their 
monthly order to their home. The agen-
cy also serves as an emergency food 
pantry where people in need receive a 

see SYRACUSE page  2
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A Look Ahead
MARCH 9

6:00 pm 
New Member Planning Meeting 

Onondaga Room at Drumlins

MARCH 10
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
March Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

University Room (Upstairs Memebrs Lounge) 
PP Brad Strait (1994-95) presiding

Program 
Church of the Holy Family 
(2016-17 Grant Recipient)

MARCH 17
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
March Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP J. Gladziszewski (1995-96) presiding
Program 

Syracuse City School District 
Superintendent

MARCH 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP J. Gladziszewski (1995-96) presiding

Program 
The Reading League

see GRANT page 2 >>
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Grant Recipient Update            from pg.  1

one-time food order upon arrival before regis-
tering for  monthly services.

The organization receives fresh produce from 
several local farms, including Kubecka Farm, 
Reeves Farm, Jacobsen Farm, and another of our 
2016 grant recipients, The Matthew 25 Farm.

The Rotary Club of Syracuse awarded The 

Holy Family Church a $1000 grant in support 
of their efforts to feed the permanently disabled, 
poor, homebound adults, and young children in 
the the Syracuse area. The church is located at 
127 Chapel Drive in Syracuse. In their recent 
church bulletin, the church expressed the pan-
try's need for chocolate bunnies and jelly beans 
for kid's Easter baskets.  z

condolences of the Club on the recent passing of former member 
Ev Holt. He then introduced PE Marylin who announced a special 
meeting set for 6 PM, Thursday March 6 at Drumlins to explore 
ways to attract new Club members. All interested members are in-
vited to attend. Pat Spadafora reminded us that our annual Youth 
Recognition Awards are scheduled for Friday, May 19, and asked 
that we mark the date in our respective calendars as it’s always a 
“don’t miss” meeting.

On the 50/50 Kim Dwyer drew the unlucky Jack of Hearts, leav-
ing the 5 bucks to Kevin Visconti. Lots of happy dollars again today, 
including several in honor of Alex Charters who is leaving Syracuse 
to reside nearer family in the Philadelphia. We will miss Alex, who 
is our oldest living member, but wish him God speed and continued 
good health as he explores the joys (and challenges) of his second 
century.

PP Denny introduced our speakers, Jane Amico and her colleague 
at Centerstate CEO, Kevin Schwab. Centerstate CEO (the result 
of combining the former Syracuse Chamber of Commerce and the 
MDA) is an independent economic development strategist, busi-
ness leadership organization and chamber of commerce dedicated 
to the success of its members and the prosperity of the Central New 
York region. At Centerstate Jane is Vice President, Membership and 
Business Development, and Kevin is Vice President for External 
Affairs where he also functions as Centerstate’s lead in Consensus.

A Syracuse native, Jane expressed delight in returning to her 
hometown to help spur our local economy. She cited a growing 
downtown, new area employment, expanded housing opportunities, 
a restored Hotel Syracuse and a $500,000 state grant supporting 
unmanned systems (say, drones), manufacturing and logistics and 
agribusiness as just a few of the important local economic initiatives 
which help make Central New York a great place in which to live 
and work.

Kevin had the unenviable task of trying to explain Consensus’ final 
report in 15 minutes which he nonetheless did admirably, provoking 
a host of questions. The report contains 51 recommendations re-
garding local government modernization across Onondaga County 
including a particularly contentious one which calls for the merger 
of the city and the county into a truly metropolitan government. 
At the end of the day, Consensus argues that the day of reckoning 
is approaching for all governmental agencies in Onondaga County 
and that if we intend a future replete with better government, robust 
economic growth and inclusion, its recommendations must be taken 
seriously. For more detailed information on Consensus’ final report, 
go to www.cgr.org and stay tuned as we’ve invited the Centerstate 
CEO team back to a future meeting to continue the discussion on 
this ground breaking report. z

Syracuse & CNY's bright future. What about 81?     from pg.  1

Holy Family RC Church at 127 Chapel Drive Syracuse

Definition of CONSENSUS - noun, often attributive  [con·sen·sus] 
1a: general agreement: unanimity; the consensus of their opinion, based 
on reports. 2b: the judgment arrived at by most of those concerned; the 
consensus was to go ahead.

SCSD Superintendent Named
syracuse.com

MARCH 8 ~ The Syracuse 
Board of Education tonight made 
it official: Jaime Alicea was named 
to the permanent job of superin-
tendent of the city schools.

Alicea took over as interim superintendent 
at the end of July. He was appointed following 
the departure of Sharon Contreras, who left 
to become superintendent of Guilford County 
Schools in North Carolina.

The seven-member board approved the ap-
pointment unanimously. Each board member 
spoke positively of Alicea's performance as in-
terim superintendent. The announcement of 
his appointment was met by a standing ovation 
among attendees of the board meeting.

Mr. Alicea is scheduled to speak at Syracuse 
Rotary next week and it will be an informative 
program. Do not miss the March 17 meeting.  z
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
MARCH MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

SYRACUSE ROTARIAN BIRTHDAY

MICHAEL "MIKE" 
GEORGE
Birthday: March 8
Joined: December 2015

RCS PRESIDING-PAST-PRESIDENTS
PP Bradley Strait (1994-95) will 
guide the Syracuse Club meeting 
this Friday. Dr. Strait's successor, as 
Club President and in our presiding 
past President's game, PP James 
Gladsiszewski (1995-96) will run the 
show March 10 and on Dr. Strait's 
birthday, March 17. A coincidence?

27 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing as of 
March 10.

If you have not yet made a pledge to Syracuse 
Rotary's 2016-17 Annual P&C Fund Drive, 

please make your contribution today. 
We have yet to achieve our $10,000 / 100% 
participation goal and still need your help!

FRIDAY  |  MARCH 17
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
MARCH MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

Thirteen Syracuse Rotarians have yet to pay annual club dues 
for RY2016-17 leaving a budget deficit of $2,600. Club dues are 

due at the beginning of each Rotary year, which begins on July 1 and ends on 
June 30. Contact the Club Treasurer at 315.425.0051 to make your payment.

Hunger and Poverty Facts and Statistics
feedingamerica.org

Although related, food insecurity and poverty are not the 
same. Poverty in the United States is only one of many fac-
tors associated with food insecurity. In fact, higher unem-
ployment, lower household assets, and certain demographic 
characteristics also lead to a lack of access to adequate, nu-
tritious food.

Poverty Statistics in the United States (in 2015):
• 43.1 million people (13.5 percent) were in poverty.
• 24.4 million (12.4%) of people ages 18-64 were in poverty.
• 14.5 million (19.7%) children under 18 were in poverty.
• 4.2 million (8.8%) seniors 65 and older were in poverty.
• The overall poverty rate according to the Supplemental Poverty 

Measure is 14.3%, significantly higher than the official poverty rate 
of 13.5%.

• Under the Supplemental Poverty Measure, there are 45.7 million 
people living in poverty, 2.6 million more than are represented by 
the official poverty measure (43.1 million).

Food Insecurity and Very Low Food Security (in 2015):
• 42.2 million Americans lived in food insecure households, including 

29.1 million adults and 13.1 million children.
• 13% of households (15.8 million households) were food insecure.
• 5%of households (6.3 million) experienced very low food security.
• Households with children reported food insecurity at a significantly 

higher rate than those without children, 17% compared to 11%.
• Households that had higher rates of food insecurity than the 

national average included households with children (17%), especially 
households with children headed by single women (30%) or single 
men (22%), Black non-Hispanic households (22%) and Hispanic 
households (19%).

Twelve states exhibited statistically significantly higher 
household food-insecurity rates than the U.S. national aver-
age 2013-2015 (13.7%):
• Mississippi 20.8 %
• Arkansas 19.2 %
• Louisiana 18.4 %
• Alabama 17.6 %
• Kentucky 17.6 %
• Ohio 16.1 %

• Oregon 16.1 %
• North Carolina 15.9 %
• Maine 15.8 %
• Oklahoma 15.5 %
• Texas 15.4 %
• Tennessee 15.1 %

In 2015, 59 percent of food-insecure households partic-
ipated in at least one of the three major federal food as-
sistance programs –Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP-formerly Food Stamp Program), The 
National School Lunch Program (NSLP), and the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) -- in the prior month.  z
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