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This information was reported by 
then DG Henry MacDonald (2015-
16) and PDG Paul Scott, District Ro-
tary Foundation Chair 2013-2016 in 
the July 2016 District 7150 newsletter. 
I feel this information is now import-
ant to our Club as we discuss the per-

suit of District grants, currently at the 
Board level and later as a Club.

The Report started as follows: Grant 
reporting is a key aspect of grant man-
agement and stewardship. Therefore in 
accordance with The Rotary Founda-
tion’s District Qualification Memoran-
dum of Understanding, districts must 

This Week: Jane Amico & Kevin Schwab
Two (three) Centerstate CEO Vice Presidents for the price of one
Program Committee

This Friday, two members of the 
Business and Economic Development 
team at Centerstate CEO, Jane Amico 
and Kevin Schwab, will visit Syracuse 
Rotary. Their intention is to provide 
an overview of a few key initiatives in 
which CenterState CEO is currently 
engaged and discuss the latest news re-
garding Consensus.

For those of you living under a rock, 
Consensus is a commission on local 
government modernization with intent 
to help shape a vision for a more effec-
tive and efficient local governance in 
Onondaga County. Through Consen-
sus, our community is taking a leader-
ship role in New York and defining for 
ourselves how we want to be organized 
and governed locally. 

Consensus is led by three distin-
guished co-chairs: Neil Murphy, who 
most recently served as president of 
SUNY College of Environmental Sci-
ence and Forestry; Catherine Rich-

ardson a retired attorney with the firm 
Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC; and 
former US Congressman James Walsh.

Sixteen community and business 
leaders have joined the three co-chairs 
to review the number and types of lo-
cal government in Onondaga Coun-
ty and the costs associated with those 
governments; the nature and extent of 
services delivered by various types of 
local governments; and opportunities 
and barriers to restructuring local gov-
ernment functions and services and the 
extent to which more efficient practices 
can improve the performance of local 
government and the delivery of public 
services.

As Vice President of Chamber Ser-
vices, Jane Amico takes a hands-on role 
to deliver an enhanced set of programs, 
services, and benefits to CenterState 
CEO’s 2,000 members - helping build 
a 21st century chamber with programs 
designed to save members money, help 
them connect with customers, and 
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE • CLUB #42 • ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 7150 • CHARTERED 1912 • FRIDAY, MARCH 3, 2017

A Look Ahead
MARCH 3
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP Brad Strait (1994-95) presiding

Program 
Jane Amico & Kevin Schwab 

of Centerstate CEO

MARCH 9
6:00 pm 

New RCS Member Social 
University Room at Drumlins

MARCH 10
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
March Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP Brad Strait (1994-95) presiding
Program 

Church of the Holy Family 
(2016-17 Grant Recipient)

MARCH 17
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
March Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP J. Gladziszewski (1995-96) presiding
Program 

Syracuse City School District 
Superintendent

see AMICO, SCHWAB page 2 >>
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Amico, Schwab visit RCS            from pg.  1

PLEASE NOTE:
SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETING LOCATIONS

The following are dates Syracuse Rotary meetings will 
move from where we usually meet in The Onondaga Room 

to The University Room (Members Lounge) at Drumlins:

March 10  |  April 7  |  May 12  |  June 9

create visibility for 
their business. Jane 
acts as principal ad-
vocate for small and 
mid-sized business 
members, helping 
them succeed, and 
provide meaningful 
opportunities to en-
gage members in the 
growth of the region.

In addition to his 
VP of External Af-
fairs title at Center-
state CEO, Kevin 
Schwab is also Vice 
President of Air Ser-
vice Development, 
which interacts with 
airlines across the in-
dustry and, together 
with the City of Syr-

acuse, operates the Fly Syracuse initiative.  z

Cuomo Promises to 'Match' Savings
Matching dollars could come from unspent funds

syracuse.com  |  February 23, 2017

New York State would "match" the amount of taxpayer money 
saved by counties and towns if they find a way to share services or 
cut costs, Gov. Andrew Cuomo and his surrogates said in speeches 
across the state last Thursday.

The governor's office did not immediately detail how such a match 
program would work except to say that the state would pay local 
governments the amount of savings achieved in their first year of 
adopting a new plan to streamline services.

"I will match those savings, and I will double the savings to the 
taxpayer," Cuomo said in a news conference February 23 in Rock-
land County.

That promise was repeated later that afternoon in Syracuse, where 
Department of Transportation Commissioner Matthew Driscoll 
and Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney spoke to increase 
support for the proposal. The news conference was also the first time 
Mahoney had publicly supported the governor's effort. Driscoll is 
also a former Syracuse mayor.  

Cuomo's spokesman Richard Azzopardi said the matching dollars 
could come from unspent funds in government consolidation com-
petitions held in recent years. He also said the idea came from a state 
legislator recently. The governor did not initially offer the matching 
program as part of his announcement outlining the budget proposal.

The governor's proposal, if passed by state legislators, would re-
quire local governments to meet and produce a plan to share services 
or consolidate. That plan would be placed on the ballot for voter 
consideration this November. Cuomo is pitching the effort as a way 
for local governments to reduce property taxes. 

The governor faced criticism when it became apparent that his 
budget tied $715 million in state funds to municipalities to his pro-
posal that forces a referendum on shared services. Critics -- including 
Assemblyman Al Stirpe (D-Cicero) and Syracuse city attorney Joe 
Fahey -- said tying such an important funding stream to his proposal 
was an unnecessarily large "stick" to threaten state legislators with. 

The promise to pay counties or towns the amount in savings would 
offer a new incentive for local officials to try to achieve savings in-
stead of shirking the opportunity. 

Earlier this month, the Consensus commission on local govern-
ment modernization released its plan that would create a metropol-
itan government in Onondaga County and, in doing so, potentially 
save taxpayers between $9 million and $33 million over five years. 
Plans like Consensus' and others like it are what local residents would 
have a chance to vote on if the governor's proposal is approved.
Reprinted from syracuse.com: February 23, 2017. Reporter Patrick Lohmann 
covers New York state government and other topics.  z

Jane Amico, Vice President 
of Chamber Services

Kevin Schwab, VP External 
Affairs; VP Air Service Dev.

New York Department of Transportation Commissioner 
Matthew Driscoll speaks last Thursday to an audience at 
Onondaga Community College. He and Onondaga County 
Executive Joanie Mahoney spoke to bolster support for Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo's budget proposal that would give voters 
a chance to vote on local-government shared services and 
consolidation.

Patrick Lohmann | Syracuse.com

NO BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
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MARCH MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

RCS PRESIDING-PAST-PRESIDENTS
From the lectern, for the next two 
weeks, PP Bradley Strait (1994-
95) will guide the Syracuse Club's 
Friday meetings. Although there is no 
promise Brad will look as Presidential 
as he looks in this photo, be assured 
the meeting will run by the book with 
no funny business.

28 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing as of 
March 3.

If you have not yet made a pledge to Syracuse 
Rotary's 2016-17 Annual P&C Fund Drive, 

please make your contribution today. 
We have yet to achieve our $10,000 / 100% 
participation goal and still need your help!

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
Donates $1,500 to the East 

Area Family YMCA
Recent grant to help kids with special needs
www.eaglenewsonline.com  |  Eagle Bulletin, Hayleigh Gowans

The Syracuse Rotary Foundation has donated $1,500 to 
the East Area Family YMCA in support of Camp Iroquois 
scholarships for Y Kids Inc., an inclusion program for kids 
with special needs.

Even the most stable families face financial challenges. 
Yet in caring for a child with special needs, these families 
are presented with urgent — often overwhelming — finan-
cial challenges. The Y Kids Inc. program is provided free of 
charge to individuals with a developmental disability and 
qualifying documentation who reside in Onondaga County 
and live at home with their families.

This contribution from the Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
will be used to support families in need of financial assis-
tance and will provide five additional five camper scholar-
ships in 2017. The Y Kids Inc. program allows kids of all 
ages and abilities to have the opportunity to discover who 
they are and what they can achieve.

“This donation will help more children experience swim-
ming lessons, art classes, fitness training, sports, social skills 
classes and recreational support at the Y,” said Mara Rob-
erts, director of philanthropy for the YMCA of Greater 
Syracuse. “The Rotarians of Syracuse have provided nearly 
$6500 over four years in support of the life-changing work 
we provide for children and families at the Y.”  z

report to their clubs 
on the use of all dis-
trict-designated funds 
(DDF) to their mem-
ber clubs. The 2016 
District Grant alloca-
tion from The Rotary 
Foundation of Rota-
ry International was 
$17,916. Note: $178 
for a District Grant 
management semi-
nar is not included in 
chart.  z

Baldwinsville
Community 
development: 
general

Baldwinsville Rotary is excited to be a part of the revitalization and growth of Baldwinsville as a “River Commu-
nity”. We wanted to assist with a “Welcome Sign” on the new dock on the Northeast side of Lock 24- encouraging 
boaters to get off and come into the community.

$672

DeWitt
Community 
development: 
general

Partnering w/ Marcellus Rotary to provide the Samaritan Center with two replacement freezers. These freezers are 
necessary to the commercial kitchen the Samaritan Center runs to serve hot meals 365 days a year to the homeless 
and other food insecure people of Central New York..

$3616

Fulton / 
Fulton Sunrise

Community 
development: 
general

Fulton/ Fulton Sunrise RC’s Lake Neatahwanta in Fulton has been silted to the detriment of the community. 
Fishing, swimming and recreation are not currently possible. The City of Fulton with Grants from NYSDEC have put 
together a program to dredge the lake. The community campaign “One Yard at a Time for $12.89” is funding this 
dredging. Fulton Rotary, Fulton Sunrise and the District Grant will fund the dredging of 223 cubic yards

$1500

Moravia
Community 
development: 
general

The Project will purchase and install an electro-mechanical hoist at a therapeutic equestrian center. The develop-
mentally disabled students currently enrolled are youth who are easily assisted on to the horse. The lift system will 
allow older, larger, and heavier students to benefit from this therapy as well

$2500

Skaneateles
Community 
development: 
general

Partnering w/ Skaneateles Sunrise Rotary, supporting Syracuse Honor Flight Mission #6. U.S Military Veterans, 
principally of WW II and the Korean War are transported to Washington, DC to visit memorials dedicated to honor 
their service to our nation. It's a day that recognizes their sacrifices and losses of conflict. The Veterans. Rotarians, 
Friends, family and community members are able to reflect on the magnitude of the veterans’ contributions

$3000

District 7150 Educational 
scholaship

Providing scholarships to students attending post secondary education: Baldwinsville Central School - $1,000, 
Oswego Central School - $1,500, Vernon-Verona-Sherrill Central School - $1,250, Syracuse YMCA Student & 
Government Program, District Grant - $1,350, Mohawk Valley & Utica College Rotaract Intern Program, District 
Grant - $1,350

$6450

2016 District 7150 
Grants Distribution

from pg.  1
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