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FYI: Hospice Care in the United States
www.wikipedia.org

Hospice in the U.S. has grown from 
a volunteer-led movement to improve 
care for people dying alone, isolated, or 
in hospitals, to a significant part of the 
health care system. In 2010, an estimat-
ed 1.6 million patients received services 
from hospice. Hospice is the only Medi-
care benefit that includes pharmaceuti-
cals, medical equipment, 24/7 access to 
care, and support for loved ones follow-

ing a death. Hospice care is also covered 
by Medicaid and most private insurance 
plans. Most hospice care is delivered at 
home and is also available to people in 
home-like hospice residences, nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities, veterans' 
facilities, hospitals, and prisons. The first 
hospice in the US was the Connecticut 
Hospice, located in Branford, Connecti-
cut.  As of 2008, approximately 900,000 
people in the United States were using 
hospice every year.  z

RCS This Week: Camp Healing Hearts
Brenda Zook, Development Coordinator at Hospice of CNY
Program Committee

Camp Healing Hearts is a day 
camp for children entering grades one 
through six who have experienced the 
death of a loved one or special person. 
The Camp program is provided by 
Hospice of Central New York’s Grief 
Center. 

Age appropriate groups provide an 
opportunity in a safe environment for 
children to interact and bond with 
peers also dealing with grief. The camp 
is a fun place where children feel ac-
cepted and cared for. Camp activities 
include, but are not limited to, art, 
music, drama, healing circles, obstacle 
course, swimming, horseback riding, 
boating, climbing wall and much more. 
Healing Circles give opportunities for 
each child to share their stories, get to 
know each other and learn healthy ways 
of coping.  

The four days of camp are based on 
a model created by the late Dr. Sandra 

Fox from Boston Medical Center. The 
model states there are four psycholog-
ical tasks that children and adolescents 
need to accomplish if their grief is to 
be “good grief ”, a grief that promotes 
coping skills and prevents future men-
tal health problems: understanding, 
grieving, commemorating and going 
on. At Camp Healing Hearts, we break 
these down to:  Day 1: Understand-
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A Look Ahead

see GRANT page 2 >>

FEBRUARY 17
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee 
February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP Peter Seiffert (2009-10) presiding
Program 

Hospice CNY: Camp Healing Hearts 
(2016-17 Grant Recipient)

FEBRUARY 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP Peter Seiffert (2009-10) presiding

Program 
Peter Saulson on Gravity Waves

MARCH 3
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP Brad Strait (1994-95) presiding

Program 
Jane Amico of Centerstate CEO

MARCH 10
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting 
February Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP Brad Strait (1994-95) presiding
Program 

Church of the Holy Family 
(2016-17 Grant Recipient)
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Grant helps grieving kids heal    from pg.  1

30 The number of 
cards left in the 
Queen of Hearts 
drawing as of 
February 17.

Meetings Moved
The dates listed 

below are Syracuse 
Rotary meetings 

moved from where 
we usually meet  

in The Onondaga 
Room to the Upstairs 

Members Lounge:

March 10
April 7
May 12
June 9

If you have not yet made a pledge to Syracuse 
Rotary's 2016-17 Annual P&C Fund Drive, 

please make your contribution today. 
We are close to our $10,000 / 100% 

participation goal, but still need your help

RI's President-Elect Coming to Syracuse
"People of Action" Dinner March 18, SU Sheraton Hotel
District 7150

Rotary Internatinal President-Elect Ian Rise-
ley will be visiting Syracuse in March. He is busy 
preparing to become the RI President on July 1, 
but will stop in to Syracuse to address incoming 
club presidents at the Multi-District President 
Elect Training Seminar (PETS). Afterwards, we 
get to enjoy his company!

The event costs $40 per person and includes 
parking in the adjacent garage. The venue itself 
is limited to 300 guests and registration must be done online as walk-
ins cannot be accommodated. Visit http://rotary7150.org/Page/peo-
ple-of-action-dinner to register.

Ian Riseley, of the Rotary Club of Sandringham, Victoria, Australia, 
will be the President of Rotary International for the 2017-18 Rotary 
year. Riseley says that meaningful partnerships with corporations and 
other organizations are crucial to Rotary’s future.

“We have the programs and personnel and others have available re-
sources,” says Riseley. “Doing good in the world is everyone’s goal. We 
must learn from the experience of the polio eradication program to 
maximize our public awareness exposure for future partnerships.”

Riseley is a practicing accountant and principal of Ian Riseley and 
Co., which specializes in advising local and international businesses, 
and has a strong interest in international affairs. He received the Aus-
AID Peacebuilder Award from the Australian government in 2002 in 
recognition of his work in Timor-Leste. He also received the Order of 
Australia medal in 2006 for service to the Australian community.

A member since 1978, Riseley has served Rotary as treasurer, direc-
tor, trustee, RI Board Executive Committee member, task force mem-
ber, committee member and chair, and district governor. He is also 
a former member of the Australian Polio Eradication Private Sector 
Campaign and a recipient of The Rotary Foundation’s Service Award 
for a Polio-Free World. He and his wife, Juliet, are Multiple Paul Har-
ris Fellows, Major Donors, and Bequest Society members.  z

ing:  “Telling Your Story”; Day 2: Grieving:   
“Expressing Feelings”; Day 3:  Commemorat-
ing:  “Sharing Memories”; Day 4:  Going on:  
“Hope”.  

The Camp Healing Hearts program has been 
operational for over 12 years and has the capac-
ity to serve 55 children each year. It is staffed 
with the assistance of 35-40 volunteers and 
three clinical leadership directors along with 
trained staff from Hospice of Central New 
York’s bereavement office. The children come 
from both the Syracuse community at large 
as well as local families receiving grief support 
from the Hospice Grief Center. 

The Camp has established a partnership with 
Hospice of the Finger Lakes to receive referrals 
to Healing Hearts for children in their service 
area who would benefit. 

Brenda Zook, the Development Coordina-
tor at Hospice, writes and designs the orga-
nization's mail appeals, manages the "Tribute 
Lights Memorial" event and the "Solace Gar-
den Honor/Memorial Brick" program. She is 
also responsible for negotiating corporate and 
individual sponsorships for all events and oth-
er fundraising activities that benefit Hospice 
of Central New York. Back in August, Brenda 
submitted a grant application to Syracuse Ro-
tary which was approved for $1,500 in funding 
for our 2016-2017 Rotary year.

In 2016 and in addition to our Club's grant, 
Camp Healing Heats received just over $11,000 
in funding from the Jim & Juli Boeheim Foun-
dation, the Kinney Drugs Foundation, Mo-
hawk Global Logistics, the NYS Tribute Foun-
dation, and Carrol’s Corporation.  z
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Rotary Bringing the 40,000 Rotarians to Atlanta in June
Bill Gates to Keynote "Mini-UN", the Rotary International Convention in Atlanta

www.rotary.org

ATLANTA, Ga. (Feb. 
14, 2017) – Rotary’s 108th 
annual international con-
vention June 10–14 is ex-
pected to attract 40,000 
Rotary club members from 
over 160 countries, and 
will inject an estimated 
$52.3 million into Atlan-
ta’s economy.

Often described as a 
“mini-United Nations”, 
Rotary’s third convention 
in Atlanta will transform 
the Georgia World Con-
gress Center into a cul-
tural kaleidoscope as the 
organization’s global net-

work of volunteers gather to exchange ideas on how to im-
prove lives and bring positive, lasting change to communities 
around the world. 

Registrants will engage in workshops and hear from a line-
up of world-class speakers, including Bill Gates, co-chair, of 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The Gates Foundation 
and Rotary International have an ongoing match of 2:1 to 
support polio eradication efforts up to $35 million a year. To-
day in Bill and Melinda Gates’ Annual Letter they reaffirmed 
the important role Rotary has played in polio eradication.  

“Rotary and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation have 
been working together on polio eradication for a long time, 
and our strong partnership will continue through the final 
years of the effort,” said Rotary International President John 
Germ.  “With the most effective resources in place, it’s pos-
sible that we will soon see the last case of polio in history. At 
the convention, Bill will say more about how we can — and 
will — end polio.” 

Organized by Rotary International in conjunction with the 
Atlanta Host Organizing Committee of local Rotary mem-
bers, registrants of the convention will also get to experience 
Atlanta’s southern charm with visits to the World of Co-
ca-Cola, the College Football Hall of Fame and an Atlanta 
Braves game.  

“The Rotary International Convention provides an excep-
tional opportunity to bring together more than 40,000 civic 
and business community leaders from throughout the world 
to Atlanta to enjoy our unique brand of southern hospital-
ity,” said William Pate, president and CEO of the Atlanta 

Convention and Visitors Bureau. “The addition of Microsoft 
founder Bill Gates as a keynote speaker reflects the impor-
tance and good work that Rotary does worldwide.”

The global eradication of polio has been Rotary’s top prior-
ity since 1985. Through the Global Polio Eradication Initia-
tive – a public-private partnership that includes Rotary, the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC), the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) and the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) – the incidence of polio has plummeted by more 
than 99.9 percent, from about 350,000 cases a year in 1988 to 
just 37 confirmed in 2016. Rotary, including matching funds 
from the Gates Foundation, has donated $1.6 billion to polio 
eradication. 

Atlanta’s first Rotary convention took place 100 years ago, 
when The Rotary Foundation was established with its first 
contribution of $26.50. The Rotary Foundation’s assets have 
grown to approximately $1 billion, and more than $3 billion 
have been spent on projects and scholarships that promote 
peace, fight disease, provide clean water, support education, 
save mothers and children, and grow local economies.  z

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

SYRACUSE ROTARIAN BIRTHDAY

JOHN D. MARSELLUS
Birthday: February 12
Joined: March 1965

PRESIDING PAST PRESIDENTS
PP Peter Seiffert will take over 
for the next two weeks as the 
presiding-Past President. Peter 
was the 2009-10 President of 
The Rotary Club of Syracuse 
and also served as the 
Foundation's President.

FRIDAY  |  FEBRUARY 17
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E
FEBRUARY MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

Bill Gates will speak at this year's 
Rotary International Convention
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