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If you have an interest in answering phones for WCNY's Travel Auction in 
January (Jan. 12-14 & 20-21) or during TelAuc in April, see Denny Baldwin.

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of 12/16
An anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, December 16, 2016 ~ Win-
ter’s here, in case no one noticed, but 
that didn’t stop about 30 Rotarians 
from braving “wind, snow and ice” (as 
they say in the Postal Service) from 
making it to Drumlins to enjoy some 
conviviality, good food and an excellent 
speaker from the Food Bank of Central 
New York.

Prez Bob Sherburne was back in 
the saddle today, so it seemed like old 

times. He deftly led the pledge, deferred 
a premature request for the invocation, 
called up Kate Smith’s grand uncle, PP 
Brad Strait (or at least me thinks she 
was his grand niece…) to lead us in a 
robust rendition of God Bless America 
and then, and only then, did he turn to 
Brad for a double header to lead us in a 
memorable self deprecating  prayer.

No visitors or birthdayites today, 
but we did have some of our Salvation 

This Week's Program: A Mystery...
A very-last-minute-cancellation of this week's scheduled program 
has left our Program Committee scurrying to find a replacement. 

In the meantime, enjoy these ten random facts:
1. If you have 3 quarters, 4 dimes, and 4 

pennies, you have $1.19. You also have 
the largest amount of money in coins 
without being able to make change for a 
dollar.

2. Lucy and Linus (who where brother and 
sister) had another little brother named 
Rerun. He sometimes played left-field on 
Charlie Brown's baseball team.

3. President Kennedy was the fastest 
random speaker in the world with 
upwards of 350 words per minute.

4. In the average lifetime, a person will walk 
the equivalent of five times around the 
equator.

5. The 57 on Heinz ketchup bottles 
represents the number of varieties of 
pickles the company once had.

6. In the early days of the telephone, 
operators would pick up a call and 
use the phrase, "Well, are you there?". 
It wasn't until 1895 that someone 
suggested answering the phone with the 
phrase "number please?"

7. The word "lethologica" describes the 
state of not being able to remember the 
word you want.

8. The surface area of an average-sized 
brick is 79 cm squared.

9. The Eisenhower interstate system 
requires that one mile in every five must 
be straight. These straight sections are 
usable as airstrips in times of war or other 
emergencies.

10. 1 in 5,000 north Atlantic lobsters are born 
bright blue.
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A Look Ahead
JANUARY 6

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP James Morrow Presiding

Program 
P

JANUARY 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors 
January Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP George DeAngelo presiding

Program 
Fred Fiske's experiences and 

anecdotes as a journalist 

JANUARY 20
11:00 am 

Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
January Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP George DeAngelo presiding

Program 
Fred Fiske's experiences and 

anecdotes as a journalist

see IN 2015 page 2 >>
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Army Bell Ringers on hand (the law 
firm of Beach, Gladziszewski, Morrow 
and deAngelo) which Brad thanked 
profusely for their bell ringing skills 
displayed recently at Destiny. PP Dan 
Morrow handled the 50/50 with typ-
ical grace and charm, commiserating 
with Butch for failing to draw the Red 
Queen and then handing the $5 to 
our speaker, Lynn Hy, who promptly 
donated it back to the Syracuse Ro-
tary Foundation. Dan also announced 
a special bonus prize of a family visit 
to the Gingerbread Gallery at the Erie 
Canal Museum which went to the 
lucky winner, Kevin Visconti. The hap-
py dollars were flowing again this week 
with Volker, Gary, Brad, Alex and Dr. 
Al all happily pitching in for one joy 
or another. Prez Bob joined in with a 
shout out to Alex Charters, Al Falcone 
and John Marsellus for their commit-

ment of a combined 165 years of Ro-
tary service, all of whom were in at-
tendance today and not looking much 
older than their photos in this week’s 
Rotary Press….

PP Denny introduced our program 
which featured Lynn Hy, Chief De-
velopment Officer of the Food Bank 
of Central New York. Talking about 
service, what an extensive array of 
programs the Food Bank provides in 
its 11 country region. Did you know 
that about 1 in 7 people in the US go 
hungry every day? Very sad statistic, 
but the Food Bank is doing its best to 
put a dent in that enormous problem. 
Lynn said that it currently partners 
with more than 250 other emergency 
food programs (pantries, kitchens, etc.) 
to provide food to families and other 
needy folks, many of whom have nev-
er recovered from the 2008 recession. 

From a spacious office/warehouse fa-
cility near the Thruway in Van Buren, 
the Food Bank has distributed over 
13 million pounds of food in just the 
past 12 months to benefit an estimat-
ed 160,000 people in its 11 country 
reach. In response to a question, Lynn 
said that she sees very little abuse of 
the program and that the monies re-
ceived by the Food Bank are well and 
efficiently spent—e.g., they provide 
about 3 meals for each dollar donated 
and 96% of donated dollars go to pro-
gram use. For a more complete recap 
of the Food Bank’s important work, 
take another look at the lead article in 
last week’s Press or go to their web site 
at foodbankcny,org. And by the way, 
Lynn says they can use volunteers, so if 
any of you are so inclined just call her 
and she’ll happily put you to work.  z
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In 2015, Food Bank of Central New York distributed over 13 million pounds of food              from page 1

New Year’s Resolution: Stand Up, Be an Ambassador for Rotary
Evan Burrell, Turramurra RC, New South Wales

January 4, 2017  ~ It’s a new year, and 
here’s something you can resolve to do 
for your club and for Rotary in 2017.

Think about the last time someone 
gave you a “word-of-mouth referral” 
that influenced your decision to do 
something. Maybe a friend shared a 
new favorite restaurant over Facebook, 
or your neighbour recommended a 
plumber. Or maybe it was that friendly 
suggestion to come along to a Rotary 
club meeting that got you involved in 
Rotary in the first place. Regardless, 
you probably acted on the referral, in 
part, because it came from someone 
you trust!

If you’re passionate about Rotary like 
I am, I encourage you this year to be-
come an ambassador for your own club  
by using your “word-of-mouth referral” 
power. A few things you can do:

Being active online means posting, 
commenting, and sharing positive Ro-

tary stories via social media. It’s that 
simple. Being active offline means 
you’ll need to be able to have meaning-
ful and interesting conversations about 
Rotary and who we are and what we do 
to anyone and everyone.

Wear the Rotary logo on your hat, 
wear your club shirt or Rotary lapel pin 
out in public, or change your Facebook 
profile picture to the Rotary logo for a 
week. You never know who you will run 
into or who will see it and the conver-
sations that may be sparked by seeing 
you wearing some great Rotary apparel.

Share with your Twitter followers in-
formation about your clubs upcoming 
events, retweet Rotary International, 
and tweet about your own personal in-
volvement with Rotary.

When you are planning to volunteer 
at one of your club service projects or 
attend your club's meeting, invite a 
friend along or alternatively invite them 
to like your Rotary club Facebook page.

Sharing a Facebook post from your 
clubs or other Rotary page’s will enable 
your friends to learn about Rotary and 
what Rotary is doing in the community.

Tell your family, your work col-
leagues, your Facebook friends, or any-
one you meet, about your involvement 
with Rotary. Talk about your recent in-
volvement with a club service project. 
Perhaps they never knew of your in-
volvement and were always interested 
in learning more about Rotary.

Your support as a Rotary ambassa-
dor helps your club and the larger or-
ganization maximize their reach and 
increase awareness of the good we are 
doing in the world! By spreading the 
word, you may attract participants to 
things like Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards (RYLA) and Youth Exchange, 
raise funds for your projects, increase 
your online presence, and most impor-
tantly recruit members into your club.

So stand up and make yourself an 
ambassador for Rotary in 2017.  z
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2016-17 Grant Recipient Spotlight: The Newland Center
The Center was founded in 1990 by Phyllis Newland, sponsored by Laubach Literacy

www.thenewlandcenter.org

Phyllis Newland was a lit-
eracy provider who believed 
in giving adults a hand up, not 
a hand out. Her years of ex-
perience with adults and old-
er youth with literacy needs  
provided a foundation for the 
non-profit organization she 
started in 1990. 

The Newland Center for 
Adult Learning and Literacy 
began with the sponsorship of 
Laubach Literacy (now Pro-
Literacy) as a neighborhood 
center to provide free literacy 
instruction to adults who were 
reading below a 4th grade level.

The most significant differ-
ence between The Newland 
Center and other programs is 
the belief learners must be true partners 
in their learning experience.  Through 
this partnership students are encour-
aged to participate in all center oper-
ations.  

Students at The Newland Center can 
choose one-on-one or small group in-
struction, or independent learning at 
the computer labs in the center.

For more than two decades since its 
founding, The Newland Center has 
served thousands adults with tens of 
thousands of hours of instruction by 
more than 200 dedicated volunteer tu-
tors.  The Newland Center has, on oc-
casion, been able to send students to re-
gional and national literacy conferences 
for further training and learning with 
other students from across the country.  
This additional experience, training and 
support helps enable students to as-
sume leadership roles.

In 2003, The Newland Center was 
chartered in New York State as a 
non-profit corporation and is managed 
by a board of directors, consisting of 
volunteer members.  

On May 1, 2004, The Newland Cen-
ter officially established itself as an in-
dependent organization, affiliated with 
but no longer under the direct auspices 
of ProLiteracy Worldwide.  

In memory of our founder, Phyllis 
Newland, The Learning Place name 
was changed on our 20th anniversary 
in 2010, to The 
Newland Center 
for Adult Learn-
ing and Literacy.  

Since our doors 
have opened, the 
vision for the 
center has con-
tinued in the 
tradition of our 
founder.  With 
the help of vol-
unteers we con-
tinue to provide 
necessary literacy 
services to our 
students.

The Rotary Club of Syracuse has 
generously supported The New-
land center over the years, helping 
the organization grow and con-
tinue the life-changing literacy 
services they have provided to our 
community. This year, our Club, 
through the auspices of The Syr-
acuse Rotary Foundation, partial-
ly funded The Newland Center's  
"Transition" project.

Linda Green, executive director 
of the center, describes the project 
as "...an effort to encourage our 
students, help them broaden their 
horizons, and offer them a chance 
to transition into additional ed-
ucational settings. At Newland, 
we have some talented adult im-
migrants who are very intelligent, 
but because of the language bar-
rier, they cannot pass the TASC 

(GED) test, pass entrance exams to 
college, or successfully complete writ-
ing assignments." 

A $1,500.00 grant was awarded to 
The Newland Center to help pay for 
the replenishment of books and mate-
rials for tutoring students enrolled in 
the "Transistions" program.  z
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Everyone learns from everybody else because we all have a 
lifetime of knowledge and experience to share.

Phyllis Newland, Founder

36 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing as of 
January 6.

FRIDAY  |  JANUARY 13
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
JANUARY MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

FRIDAY  |  JANUARY 20
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D A T I O N  T R U S T E E
JANUARY MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS
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