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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of 12/2
An anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, December 2, 2016 ~ The snow 
was gone but that didn’t deter Santa 
from making the trip from the North 
Pole to help Syracuse Rotary joyful-
ly host  its 98th successive Christmas 
party for deserving area kids. We were 
blessed with 37 of them from the Syr-
acuse Schools, all eager to meet San-
ta and find out what he brought with 
him in his bag this year. Replete with 

a magician, Batman, Cookie Monster, 
the balloon man, venerable Dick Ford 
and his young singers, official Elf, Tom 
O’Shea, and, of course, Santa himself 
who presented to each child (smiling 
ear to ear) a specially wrapped person-
alized gift, Syracuse Rotary once again 
did itself proud. It’s always been a fes-
tive occasion with a tasty buffet lunch 
served by Santa’s helpers in the form of 

This Week: NYS Long Term Care Ombudsman
Federal advocacy program for people in long term care facilities
Program Committee

Ombudsmen (om·buds·man), noun: 
an official appointed to investigate in-
dividuals' complaints against malad-
ministration, especially that of public 
authorities.
In New York, there are hundreds of 
certified Ombudsmen assigned to long 
term care facilities across the state. They 
use the appropriate means necessary 
to ensure care is being given to every 
person living in long term care facili-
ties. The federal Older Americans Act 
forms the basis for the legal structure 
that supports the authority of LTOCP. 
Additional enhancement to this struc-
ture is provided by New York State El-
der Law (formally known as Executive 
Law 544). Over the years amendments 
to the federal law have expanded the 
program to include all people residing 
in both nursing homes and adult care 
facilities.

The Long Term Care Ombudsman 
Program (LTOCP) is an effective ad-
vocate and resource for older adults 
and persons with disabilities who live 
in nursing homes, assisted living and 
other licensed adult care homes. Om-
budsmen help residents understand 
and exercise their rights to good care 
in an environment that promotes and 
protects their dignity and quality of life. 
LTOCP advocates for residents by in-
vestigating and resolving complaints 
made by or on behalf of residents; pro-
moting the development of resident 
and family councils; and informing 
government agencies, providers and the 
general public about issues and con-
cerns impacting residents of long-term 
care facilities. In New York State, the 
Office for the Aging operates LTCOP 
through its Office of the State Long 
Term Care Ombudsman. 
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A Look Ahead

see OMBUDSMAN page 3 >>

DECEMBER 9
A LAST MINUTE CHANGE 
BOTH THE BOARD & CLUB 

MEETINGS WILL BE HELD IN THE 
UPSTAIRS MEMBERS LOUNGE

11:00 am 
RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

VP Marylin Galimi presiding

Program: 
Stephanie Montaro & Jeff Parker: 

NYS Ombudsman Program

DECEMBER 16
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
Presiding PP TBA

Program 
Lynn Hy: Food Bank of CNY

DECEMBER 23
NO RCS MEETING 

Merry Christmas

DECEMBER 30
NO RCS MEETING 

Happy New Year

THE LAST TWO MEETINGS OF 2016

see MARY LOU page 3 >>
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How Syracuse Rotary First Helped Children With Disabilities
A former Syracuse Rotarian recalls Club #42 and his own contribution to Camp Goodwill 
George Cooper, PHF, PP  |  RC Mission Viejo, CA

2012 was a very special year for my first 
Rotary Club, the Rotary Club of Syra-
cuse. It marked the 100th anniversary 
of the club’s founding. On April 26th 
1912, eighty Syracuse business and 
professional men held their first meet-
ing and on June 2, 1912, the club re-
ceived its Charter as the 42nd Rotary 
Club in the International Association 
of Rotary Clubs. (which later became 
Rotary International).
During that year, Syracuse Rotari-
ans became interested in the plight of 
a young girl, with a disability, whose 
parents were unable to afford the spe-
cialized surgery  required for her re-
habilitation. Successful in providing 
help to this young girl, the club sought 
out other youngsters with disabilities, 
whose parents could not afford the help 
needed.
In 1913, the club established a fund to 
help children with disabilities. In 1914 
the club built a camp to house and 
school 50 of these youngsters. It was 
called Camp Hillcrest.
One of the original founders of the 
club and of the camp was an enter-
tainer named Frank Weedon. Frank’s 
commitment extended beyond Central 
New York State. Frank joined with fel-
low Rotarians Paul Harris and others 
to create the International Society for 
Crippled Children which later became 
EASTER SEALS.
Years later, while I was a member, the 
Syracuse Club built another camp 
(which I helped by hammering in a few 
nails). It was called Camp Goodwill 
and provided summer recreation for 
these children on a one-to-one basis. It 
was supported by the Easter Seals.
In 1983, R.I. President William Skel-
ton recognized the Camp Goodwill as 

representative of the best in communi-
ty and humanitarian service by Rotary 
Clubs around the world.
NOTE: When I was a little boy during 
the Great Depression of the 1930’s, I 
recall being sent to Camp Hillcrest as 
an undernourished needy child. I recall 
spending a summer through Christ-
mas before returning home loaded with 
Santa Clause presents for not only me 
but for my one sister and three broth-
ers. Little did I realize, until doing this 
research for this article, that I also was 
touched by Rotary long 
before I became a Ro-
tarian. It was a real sur-
prise to me! Thank you, 
Rotary!
George Cooper, a Ro-
tarian for almost sixty 
years, was a member of 
four Rotary Clubs: The 
Rotary Club of Syracuse 
(NY), Rotary/One Chi-
cago (IL), Mount Pros-
pect Rotary Club (IL) 
and was a past-presi-
dent of his last club, The 
Rotary Club of Mission 
Viejo (CA). 
Sadly, George Cooper passed away on 
November 20, 2016. George was born 
June 13, 1925 in Syracuse, NY. He 
served as a Staff Sargent Bombardier 
Gunner on a B-17 during World War 
II and completed 25 missions over Nazi 
Germany from England. After the war, 
George graduated from Syracuse Uni-
versity, (in 1949), earning his B.A. He 
married R.N. Margaret Greenwood 
that same year.
Today their family includes 9 children, 
25 grandchildren, 37 great grandchil-
dren and one great-great-grandchild.
George became a Rotarian on No-
vember 30, 1954 in Syracuse, N.Y. As 

Director of Sales and Marketing for 
Transo Envelope Co., George, (and 
Margaret), moved to Chicago in 1959. 
In Chicago he became a member of 
Rotary/One. A short time later George 
started his own business as an adhesives 
distributor in Des Plaines, Illinois and 
transferred his Rotary membership to 
the Rotary Club of Mount Prospect.
He and Margaret moved to Mission 
Viejo in 1988 where George became a 
member of the Rotary Club of Mission 
Viejo. He served as President during 

Rotary Year 1994-95. 
He served as Assistant 
DG in 1996. 
Self-taught, (after a 
guest speaker shared 
knowledge of the In-
ternet), George became 
webmaster for his com-
pany, Rotary District 
5320 and the Rotary 
Club of MV. During his 
MV club tenure, George 
served as President, bul-
letin editor, club histori-
an, Director of Interna-
tional Service, and more.
Dave Williams summed 

it up well when he wrote, “George did 
more for our club, and other clubs, than 
most of us will ever know. George was 
our club's first member of the Rotary 
Hall of Fame. He is a Major Donor 
to The Rotary Foundation and one of 
our members of the Paul Harris Soci-
ety. He composed interesting articles 
on the history of Rotary International 
for our District for many years. He was 
truly a great Rotarian!”
The Rotary Club of Viejo, CA meets 
Wednesdays at 7:00am at Mission Vie-
jo Country Club, 26200 Country Club 
Drive, Mission Viejo, CA  92691.
http://missionviejorotary.org  z

George Cooper was a member of  
Syracuse Rotary from 1954 to 1959.

http://missionviejorotary.org/
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The State Ombudsman supervises Sub-
state Ombudsman Coordinators who 
serve all communities throughout the 
state. Substate Ombudsman programs 
are sponsored either by area agencies on 
aging or other qualified organizations. 
The heart of LOTCP is its corps of spe-
cially trained and certified citizen-vol-
unteer Ombudsmen. Many volunteers 
are retired professionals from various 
fields. These dedicated Ombudsmen 
spend an average of two to six hours a 
week in each of their assigned facilities, 
advocating for the residents. 

A federal law requires nursing homes to 
have and to assist in the establishment 
of residents' councils. These councils 
provide a vehicle for resident partici-
pation in decision-making, grievanc-
es, and resolving differences. Resident 
councils need tremendous support 
within and outside the facility to work 
effectively as mechanisms for resident 
participation. There is a similar require-
ment for resident councils in adult care 
facilities, as well. Many nursing homes 
also have family councils, a consumer 
group made up of the friends and rel-

atives of people who live in a nursing 
home or adult care facility to partici-
pate in improving the quality of life for 
their loved ones. Not all facilities have 
family councils and the specific features 
and goals vary from group to group.

In New York State, Ombudsmen at-
tend a minimum of 36 hours of training 
before becoming certified. This training 
covers the history of the program, the 
aging process including common ill-
nesses and conditions, the long term 
care setting, residents' rights, commu-
nication, and the complaint process.  z
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Ombudsman advocate for those in long-term care              from page 1

38 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing as of 
December 9.

***IMPORTANT NOTICE***
SYRACUSE ROTARY WILL MEET IN THE 
UPSTAIRS MEMBERS LOUNGE THIS 
WEEK. THIS IS A LAST-MINUTE CHANGE
FRIDAY DECEMBER 9 AT 12-NOON

Mary Lou's Swan Song... Maybe?              from page 1

several  enthusiastic Syracuse Rotarians, and this year’s par-
ty was no exception.
Kudos to all involved not the least of whom is Mary Lou 
Thompson who for the last umpty ump years has been our 
hostess with the mostest. Rumor has it that this year’s party 
may be Mary Lou’s swan (reindeer?) song. If so we can only 
say “thank you, thank you, thank you” for a job exceptionally 
well done. Ably assisting Mary Lou this year was Kim Dw-
yer (her successor?), Susan George (knitter in chief ) and 
Pat Spadafora (a man of many talents including the savvy 
to arrange for  our interim Syracuse School Super, Jaime 
Alicea, to be in attendance). 
Ho, ho, ho and a Merry Christmas to all!
Next week back to our regular routine with a program fea-
turing Ombudsmen Stephanie Montaro and Jeff Parker. 
Hope you can be there.  z

FRIDAY  |  DECEMBER 9
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
DECEMBER MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

FRIDAY  |  DECEMBER 16
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D A T I O N  T R U S T E E
DECEMBER MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

A P&C MINUTE P&C Committee member, Sara 
Wall-Bollinger, will present a five-minute background 
on one of Syracuse Rotary's 2016-17 grant recipients.

FAMILIAR BELL RINGERS TURNOUT AT DESTINY Last Tuesday at Destiny USA, in a new location just adjacent to the 
footbridge across Hiawatha Blvd., Syracuse Rotarians rang the bells for The Salvation Army. Organized by Brad Strait, as he has done for 
decades, Rotarians two-by-two arrived for their shift next to the unmistakable Red Kettle. Among others, Butch De Angelo, Jim Gladziszewski, 
Jim Morrow, and Marylin Galimi shook their wrists until they ached for the Red Kettle Volunteer fundraiser, which began in 1891.
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